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z&T is anexcellent ſaying, which} .| -: 
..we findin that Divine Book, f: | 3 
a2 Intituled, The FOLLOWING} {| : 
OF CHRIST: The felicity 
which zs to be obtained is this\ 
conſiſts not, in the be-| | 
ing able to prevent or avoid miſeries and\ "| 7 
crofſes,which daily occnr; but in the patient | | 
& humble acceptation &-ſuſferance there-|" 
of. For indeed;there is no ſuch thing as the | 
not being encountred and croſſed, tome 1hÞ | . 
one kind, and ſome in another ; ſome'by}- | © 
deſolations of mind, ſome by infirmities}-} * 
of body, ſome by want of temporal means, | 
y unkindneſſe of friends 3: ſome} | 
{by detraCtion againſt fame, ſome by: ſuits! 
in Law, and ſome by perſecution for Re-|! 
ligion.” For theſe things lye as 
ſnares, whereby to entrap our pa 
In this great Hoſpital of the world 5 
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* ſame to fewer 3 but there isno man, who 
* Tat one time or other, isnot ſubjet.to ſome. 
” I The buſineſſe therefore mult be, to ſup- 
E > port both ſuch as Almighty God, ſhall | 
- [either ſend for the puniſhmeat of our other | 
- | finnes, or for the greater purification and 
[perfection of our own ſoules 3 ar for the]. 
advancement of his own glory otherwile 3 | 
[and'ſuchorhers:alſo, as for the greater pu- 
niſhinent of wicked men, he thall permit 
them.to inflict upon us 3 and to ſupport 
| them ſo, through the favour of God,as not | 
If. - [onely thereby not to forfdit Heaven in the 
It-- [nextlife, bur to enable us in the midſt of F 
all our miſeries, to obtain a kind of Hea- 
| ven, even in this. For-I account it tobe a | 
# . [kind of Heaven. in the crowd'of trouble, 
#. {notito. be over-weighed with the burthen, | 
butto accept, & be content with the good | 
will of God, and toaſpire towards an imi-| 
tation-of the Paſſion of Chriſt our Lord, 
| ,&toknow and feel inour very hearts, the! 
2 | ſubſtantial-& ſavoury truth of that divine| 
# \ ſaying ofS.Jear Chryſoſtom. 7t is a more | 
It [glorious thing for a man toſuffer for Chriſt, | 
Ii |therto rergn with bin. | | | 
i | Butnow, as this Doctrine is Divine, ſo] - 
.. |theleflon, whereby we are'to learn it, is|/| 
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hard; and therefore we ſhall do well to| | 
uſe the beſt means we can, to take it out. 
And for my part I muſt .confeſſe, that I 
have never met in'any Author, with ſo 
many, ſo weighty, ſo eaſy, and praQuca-| 
{ble conſiderations, and inducements to-| 
wards not onely the patient, but even the] | 
joyful ſufferance of all thoſe croſſes agd| | ' 
afflitions, which can find the way. to us 
[inthis world. as are delivered by FATHER | 
AVILA in his Epiftlesz whereof I have 
ſelefted the chief, and choice, and made 
them ſpeak with our tongues to the end, 
that we may be the bettertaught, to bear| 
thoſe burthens of affliction, which may} 
otherwiſe prove too hard and heavy forj | 
our ſoft ſhoulders of fleſh and blood. And}. | 
I am confidently perſwaded, that'beſides| 
the-entertainment, which the reader will 
find therein otherwiſe, for his delight and 
| guſt it will be impoſſible for him, tohave| 
ad, or have: a croſle of any kind, for 
which he ſhall not here find ſtore: of re- 
medies, and comforts brought to his hand. |. | 
So thatyhe will owe a diligent, and devout 
reading to this ColleQion; if not forthe 
Author's or Tranſlator's ſake, yet at. leaſt, | 
| for his own. Y s 
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all our defires will be. At An end; polefiing _ 


who, is the ers; fulfilling 'of them ally; 1... 
::Sirl would extreameb dans; that nga Fe hs 
be'of thois:tempoxall things, did not blinds oy 
|harts ; and. hinder. ys fromtbe fight of ſuch. as 
{are eternall. Whar an ill exchange doth, hep 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.t.: 1 


ince. better then the shell, or cruſt, Woe be rofl 
that man, who hath more care of his goodes, [ 
henof his conſcience; and who puts the fouls 
n hazard, to ſecure the life of his body. Noe 


whoe to ſecure his chaſtity, left hisvper garmerf 
ſlinthe hands of her , whoe would haue robbed} 1 
im-of that reaſure, It is the ſentence of Chriſt] 
[our Lord, that if our rigbt eye be an oCcaſiento vs of 
{jane wee oy pluck it M and caft it from vs. The] 
richer eje, is the loue which we carry towards 
J goods, or honour, or life, or freinds; which, if by 
the inordinate aboundance thereof, it be an oc-| 
cafionto ys of finne, wee are to eſtraunge our] 
ſeluesfrom it , and'to cuttit of, leaſt otherwiſe 
were olttaunged from God. + 
Wee muſt love nothing 'ſoe well, as that wet 

A K00 xreade ir vnder foote, if it hinder \ys 
frombeing well with God. There i is noe ſuch 
thing, as holding freindſhip with that ſouerai-Y 
gneking,buronelyſuchaman as will confefſe, 
that--heauen is had very cheape , though ig 
ſhould chance ro colt __ his ike. They who 
will thinke to comply both with their owne 
proper affeQions,and with the loue alſo of our 
Lord;zre mightily-deceiued, For theis men - 
not God . butiſoe as they alſoe love many ot 
things, whereas God will be loued, abone th 

Ul 18 
1-0 Ertvur of the ſonnes of men ; Ea IO 
| bach thus Yeceined them , and whoe ſhalt 6 
| able to vnhepvile them > who hack plac luckr 9 


| EPISTUES. % A 
it; [their eye5to leaderthem blinde-tould, ma ping: 
I} Hike another Sawpſor , lining according to Tc 
| are uggcſtion of vice,and ia thediſ} pleaſure:of-out 
Lard? Who ſhall be able ctonake tacinnder- 
{and that they are ftraungely deceiuedin.(ee- 
| king riches in the firſt place, aud verrue, inaſe- 
!}cond.' Yea andif it foe falbour; that both of 
| '}chemcannot-be kept , menare ;content-to:be 
| without vertue , ſaetharthey may nor be wwith-: 
| our tnoney.. And thus pur they light ;-into the 
| place of darkenes; and darkenes intothat of ligy: 
O that our Lord would open theeyes of theis 
-If ; | men! and how bitterly would they' weepe, 
| ſeeing how badd exchaungersthey had beene? 
Is nat perhaps the freindſhip of God, whic is; 
| obtoyned by the exerciſe of yertue, of moreva-|| 
(| ew, then all the reſt of things, which'can be 
wiſhed? Are not perhapps the commenademems|[ 
h \jf Ged more wortby to be' deſired ' then thouſands +; 
i- }g9/d 0nd filuer? where ſhall we finde a true pare 
& [of ſcales to weigh euery thing our, forigft'as 
[much asitis;thatſae we tnay notthus foreger 
tucin lyes, G IS TEET 
| Men fly as farre as they cann from beingdgs- 
eiued , in their temporall ſtates. ' Bur why fly 
they not with greater diligence from being de-| 
ceiucd in ſome whatels, which imports them 
more ? They complaine if they be coſenet in 
halfe the worth. of any thing, which rhey't 
|Þuy ; yeg and thero is noe meancs 20 appeale | 
|them,bur they will needes be ſeeking aremedy 
{againft hat abuſe. And yerthey are very ready, 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.r. | 


to-looſe their ſoules for alittle gaine, or for at 
attof murmurring , or ſomeother finne. And 
'|-we.cannotſoc much as preuaile with them, to/ 
| the:end thatthey may .haue ſome feeling of it, 
| andſay Lam decciucd, let ſoc greata wrong as 
3 


| | chis,beremoued. | 


.» :iThatſoule;O:men which you are looling, is 
| more;worth then. all that which can be giuen] 
| you, 3n exchaungethereof ; what doe you gett i] 
| by gayning itall,if you looſe yourſelues alone?! 


what: doth .it-profitt you to_ſce euery body! 
| good, if withall your ſelues be wicked3.what 
dothie profitt you, to gaine and growe great in 
pojant of Genes wick prejudice to your ſou 
les2and to be mighty in the fight of men, bug 
1-podtobeacknowledged inthe light of God? 
| - i:The day will come, infallibly ic will cad 
'| when God will deſtroy all :bem whoe worke in1quityy| 
| ;| andfdr what then will that ſerue, to which| 
| CE hawk moſt pretended heere 2 O day of gis 
1a£ : ; 
| vingaccounte forall the daiesof ourliues, how| 
lictleart thou conſidered , and therefore how, 
| little art thou feared, And men, in the meane 
|-tyme runne, with the bridle looſe, and intheir 
þceeth, for the gathering of this little miſerable 
flower which ſoe- quickly Fades, and they, ſee 
| | with their very eyes, thatitis eucn{lipping from 
detyyeene theirfingers; and yet, there is neue 
want of ſome body, who hath a mindeto hoult 
this world , whillt {till it ts flying ſpeedily 
from them, ' ., |: - 4 


'.'.:$irourtruerepoſc,andour kingdome,is nat | 
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{finnes ) deprived of all ſenſe, who ( gocing, as 
weall doe, co thatreſting place of their graues; | 
yea and running faſter thither, then any arrow] 
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| ſto be had in-this world. Whartis this lite, but a; * 
| [way from our owne houſes reaching tothe pla-. 
[ce, where theeues delire rocuttiour throartes; | 


lince cuery day we walke oti niore and more, 
and it is noe whetherels , but towards death; 


execution,and that much haſt were vſed to di- 


If | patch him, thedelinquent ſhould yer , fall into 
| great afliQis, becauſe he were not ſumpruouſly 


cladd;or who:in ſuchacaſe, would attend to 


the liues of others, or would a himlſelfe, 
with looking vpon ſome publick entertaine- 


not of their hatts to him, with .a good grace? 
And yet how many doe wee ſee( through our 


flyesout of a bowe, )doe yer detaine themſelues 


who grow angry at the hart, becauſe iuſt that 


| 


der them from falling into eternall miſery. © - | 
Whatin the name of God.;is this which hath || 
ſoeblinded vs, as that we ſhould make Tyme of 


which they delire, is not done. And yet thoſe 
very 4: which they defire , are neither ſuch 
as helpe them to obtaine true felicity , nor hin- 


Eternity , and Eternitie of Tyme ? For ſoe hau 
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Now who would be foe abſurdly incanſidera- | | 
te, as that when he were to be conducted to| 


buſy himſelfe about hearing ſome relation of : 


[ment and paſtime'? Or would put himſclfero| 
ſtudy what the reaſon mighr be, why men'pue | - 


fooliſhly, ſome ypon fine cloathes;others, ypon | 
acertaine paltry ſmoake of honour,and others, | 
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| onearth, whoe paſle through it,like ftraungers,| 


| whoe wraſtles as the apofile ſaith, mult whole 


' What a mad&iman were hee, who ſhould ſhac- | 


# 
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men delpiſed that erernall blifle , which God | 
hath prepared for them in heauen, as if it were 
but mmporall ; and ſoc haue they lodged all their | 
loueypon this tranſitory world , as if this were| 
the thing which tsefernall. How few are there [ 


——_—___ 


as S. Pere: ſaith we muſt; and who faſten their|| 
harts: ypon the Future, as vpon their Cre, and; 
true place of reſt? Let the tongue ſay what it] | 
will, bur our workes proclayme vs to be Gm]; 
zens of this world, fince ye extreamely delire, 
tobeaccommodited, and exalted heere, and fo' 
rake noe care though we ſhould be bur as| 
ſtraungers in the next world, Perhaps we arc|| 
growne to be of opinion, that the kingdome: 
jaf-heauen may be'obteyned without any grear| 
}abour, or care. But the truth.is,thar euen they| 
who take moſt paines,will finde thac ſtill they 
;hayc enough rodoe,& that ſtill they muſt con- 
tinue in doubt, whether.it will ſerie the turne; 
'or noe;and what then,waſtbecome of therech< 
lefſe perſon, but thar he will be ſure to looſe it? 
 --Quriife is a very match of wraſtling, and he 
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vntye , and dif-intangle himſelfe that he may 
| gaine his crowne, Wee are running for a wager, 
and the Prize ;i5noe lefle then the Kingdome of | 
heauen, Yet ot all they who runne; areto haue 
this Prize, but. they onely , 'who runne beſt} 


klehis feete, and then thinke that he were to| 


carry the Prize , which muſt be giuen to that 
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ablurde ſtrange thing 4 that a man {houlden- 


| towards God, 


| therefore if this loue be nat laid a fide :; how 
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man whoe runnes a pace. Andit is notaleſle 


ſnare his ſoule, with the heauy aftitiss of fleſh | 
and bloud, which permitt him not to flye vp, | 

God commaundes that-to him who ſhould 
ſtrike thee, ypon one of thy cheekes , hou | 
ſhouldeſt turne the other , which is as much as 
to ſay ; that not onely thou mult not revenge | 


thy ſelfe, for the iniury receiued, but that thou | 


art to keepe thy hart prepaxed, to endure an 


gther , if ir be giuen, and {tillif another Blowe | 


be offered to twrne the other cheeke; that is, to/pre= 
pare thy {elfe for enduring iniuries, more and; 
more, inſuch ſort, that the other may þeſaq- 


ner weary of docing ill , then thou of ſuffering | 


it, for thy goodnes is to be greater, then his mal- 
lice.But how then ſhall hee bee able, to make a 
ſpeedy courſe in this way , who is fetzered in 
the chaines of worldly Honour which requires 
that we reuenge the iniuries which are done ys. 
For as S. Gregory ſaith , Noe man feeles the weight 
of dishonour, but he who loues bus owne honour. And 


ſhall we be ever able to raniie. _ 


If God commaund that wee muſt rather dye | 


then committ a mortall linne, how ſhall we be 
able to comply with his will heerein , if wee 


| caſt not of the chaynes of that inordinate loxe 


which we carry to this life. Covetouſnes is a Chaine, 
which permitts ys not to line in good neigh- 
bourhood with others, Enwy is a Charne ,. Anger is 
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SPIRITVA L 

| 4 Caine, and the lone-of our felues'is 4 Chi hame , e,md| 

rote of all thereſt, W hat a ſottiſh thing | is it 
| thetefore,, for a man to thinke that hee, whoe } 
affects thoſe things which his owne will ſug-. 
geſts,is able to runne that carriere, wherein the j 
Zacks of God) miſt runneand' whe becauſe: 
| heCdnrents himſelfe! thinkes that-God will al- 
| ſobxcontented with it, and who lining after | 
| Hisowne fathion, will yer conceiue, that he may |, | 
| liueſve with God; 2 
: Away,away lettvs ayvake at laſt; for "Y lo-| 
aeok(3od lett vs'awakce, before hell-fire awake 
vs:;Anid lett vs/knowe, that the hinzdome of God 
a bidden treaſure ;. and that he who. findes it. 
{aſd beſtowe all thar hetharh; vpon the pur- 
pliaſsyhcreof jeltevming himſell&tnore haypy 

4a egich' in thisatone, then in all things els. A 
|[TRan'Who hath-a Mninde to' gaine this ingds!| 
mes nor bound 't6 ani aveed upt,'or to be; 
-abepgar, bur that wliith he needes is ; that for! 
.thetouc of this kingdome, hee cutt of all occa-/ 
fionof inordinate lobe which he may carry to! 
riches;and to honour, and to a delicate and de-! 
4 ohicfull life, and irfmet to his owne proper wall. 
Chi iit our Jonll will haue vs all naked, that foe | | 
we may runne'on apace to him, who d yed na-|. 
| ked'forvs, That man is naked . who adds his 
life, and his honour, laid ynder,and in ſubie&ion. | 
| to tac will of Chriſt ; our Lord, docing what | 
- | ChriitwilLand nat that, which i is ſuggeſted by 
pleaure, or honour; and who makes as light 
account of theſe "260 as if he ha them not; 
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| hould himiſelteto be his owne,, but as onewho} 


F 


«ad 


and is ready tocaſt themall into a lighr fire, ra-| 
ther then to goe againſt the freindihip of our| 
Lord God, by committing ſoe much as one fin-| 
ne. And though perhaps a man may attend'to 
the improuement of his eſtate ;71t mult nor'be 


| maunds. He layesall things, and himſelfe with- 
| all, to be trodden vpon, vnder foot; for foehe| 


; 


love the adopted ſonnes muſt alſoc enter in, by 


for the loue, which he carryes'to it; but beraufe 
God commaunds it. If be liuegit muſt not be be. 
cauſe he loues life, as making thar the endof 
his care;but hemult keepeit, for theſernice of 
God; and ſooner throwe itaway, then offend 
him, Ifhe be.ro-aparell himſelfe, he muſt not 
take counfaile with vanity how he maybe 
elteemed for his cloathes; but with the word of 
our Lord which commaundsthat we vie them 
not with ſuperfluity, burfor the ſupply of inſt 
neceſſity. Andſae this kinde of man, doth nor 


| 
| 


| 
1 


belongs wholly to God. He cares not, for what 
himſelfe delires ; but for that which'God cos: 


maunds and hee: obeyes ; God dires and hee 
ſubmicts;and-as the ſhadow followes the body; 
{oe hee followes the will of God. - Ls | 
. Theis are true ſonnes of Ubedience, to whome 
1t is promiſed , that they «hall fitt at the 1able of 
God; And that , as the true ſonne ſuffered by 
| Obedience, and entred ſoc into his kingdome, 


| 
may hould God aboue his: head, God com-! 
| 
| 


che ſame meanes, There is noe coulour of rea- | 


— 


(. 


ſon why a man, for hauing obey ed the orders 
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| And ſoe will God anſweare them, whoe liued. 


-who doth the well of my Father {who 1s in heauen.' 
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| of the great Turke , ſhould goe to aske a re-| 


ſweare, Let him pay you , whome you bane ſerued 


heere in obedience to their owne appetites} 


when they ſhall aske him that reward of: 
glory. ) 


| Lord, for hauing warned vs of this ſoe longe 
| before, that ſoe if we will thinke thereon, we 
| may not finde our ſelues deceiued by him, who 
{oe deerely loued vs. His aduertiſſement is this. ; 
Not enuery one whoe ;aith 40 mee Lord, Lord, Shail en- 
| 1er #n10 the king dome of heauen ;, but be sball enter in' 


| What neede have wee of any more , ſince the: 
word of Chriſt our Lord can neuer faile > And 
| who is that man, who will not awake with 
| this, For the queition is not now , concerning: 
aty earthly Kingdome , but the kingdome of 
heauen ; ſince noe man enters thither but he 
who thall haue done the will of God. Let this 
therefore, be our ſtudy, let this be ourdiſcour- 
e, let vs counfaile men to this, and let vs in fine 
 obſerue vigilantly, if we doe any thing which 
caxryes not true conformitie, with the will of| 
our Lord. And becauſe our owne watchfulnes 
will not ſuffice, lett vs call vpon our Lord, thar' 
| hee may aſſiſt vs, Let vs acknowledge our | 


x 
. k 


_ 
©} 
' 


ward of the Chrilttan Emperour ;, and yet if hee]. 
thould it would be'ealy to make him this an- 


| Great thankes doe we owe to Chriſt our | 


ne EEE 


CE — 


OE 


| 


owne mifery, and let vs cordyally implore his 
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mercie, Our lord who mult helpe vs is noe 
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| vpour treaſure there. It will be highly enou 
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| of this Crowne. And they ſhall ſoone paſſe away, 


| tyme, for it was not giuen vs to be loſt, Bur tt 
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EPLS TLES, + Ep.1. 
| ſuch perſon, as that hecan deny himſelf ro ſuch 
as ſeeke him, with their harts. And if we did 
indeede knock & call ypon him, infallibly he 
would anſ,ycare & open to vs, And he knocks 
indeede; who knocks both by prayer, & by the 


worn of vertye, And he ſhall be heard when 


| 


neighbour , when he was called vpon by him; 
bd whoe afliſted him in his neceſlities, and 


from him. 

Thi 15 the getleration of them who ſeel,e our Lord, 
and they Shall finde him. Let ys therefore goe, 
ant runne this carriere. For happy are thoſe la- 

bours, which are endured for the obteyning 


| 


| 
| 


but their reward is to laſt for cuer.. Let vs a 


for vs, to pollefle God ; and let vs not looſe our 


e calls, who'was content to hearken to his| 


who pardoned bis errours, and who neitherdid| 
jillto him , nor refuſed patiently to ſuffer ill| 


— 


[ 


'vs hue, tothe end that we may cuer liue; and 
ſoc wee ſhall paſſe on, fromcontumely to gto- 
ry, from pouerty to plenty, from banithmenteo_ 


nos 


our owne country , which we ſhall pofleſle 
through theetermmnes of all eterniues. Amen. 
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A letter to a gertaine perſon. , Wheretn 
& treated of the Loue of. God tow- 
ards man, and of that which hee « 
| | wont to doe towards the releife of 


| our miſerte. 
| 
| 


good , make you partaker of the bleſ- 
fings, which he brings, lance he tooke thoſe 
miſeries ypon him to which we were ſubjeR; 
1 beſeech him to giue youthar lively fire of his 
| loue, wherein you may burnevp with a quick 
flame ; fince to kindle this loue in vs, he came 
into the world; ſve poore, and ſoe froſen with 
cold. How much'more cold this Infant ſuffers, 
ſoe much more warme doth he cloath our harts 
towards the loucof him. And/by how much 


. 
——l——_—_—_ tt. 


doe we defire to ſuffer for him, For loue flyes 


| contrary ta the intention and end thereof. For 
whileſt others are ſeeking for libertic, and de-| 
light, he whoe loues abhors this, and deſires 
to be eternally a ſlaue,and to be euer labouring 
for whome he loues. : 
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the-more , we loue him, foe much the more | 


fromtaking eaſe;as fromz thing which is very | 


T HE Infant Teſus whoe was borne for our 
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nn Ce 


| I pray you tell me, who conſtrayned Al- 
 mightie God to become man? noe other thing 
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by 
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| loue of the Crucifix baue forgotten all their 
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couture, 


but onely Lone: Who conſtrayned him ( fince 
there was noe remedy, but that he would be- 
come man ) that he muſt needes be borne in 
ſoe hard and ſoe bitter a tyme of the yeare, and 


| ina country where he was a ſtraunger,and in- 

| Reede of a houſe, that it muſt needes bein a ſta- 
| ble; and all this in ſoe great pouertie, and baſe- 
| nes, that he well deſerues compaſſion at our 


hand. Certainely noe other thing but Loge 
could haue brought him'as it were,all bound 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


from heauen, tothe moſt pure wombe of our. 


Blefled Lady, and from that wombe,it brought 
him to that hard manger, and fromthence, to 


-\ many other afflitions , and ſoe at laſt to the 
| Croſſe, where louing vs with much truth of 


| loue, he procured that we might truely loue 
| him, as himſelfe had ſaid before, If 1 be exalted 


rem the earth, I will draw all things vp to my ſelfe. 
*xalting from the earth, ſ1gnifies to dye ypon the 
roſſe as he did, And then drew he all things to 
himſelfe , by meanes of that mighty loue, 


lobn. 3s 
n1m.21. 


which he kindled in the hart of man. For, loo- | 


Kihg towards this true loucr, ſome haue beene 
content to forgett their countries, and to liue 
in continuall pilgrimage;othersto forſaketheir 
e{tates,and to liue in pouerty; others haue offe- 


red themſelues to ſeuerall afflictions, yea ando- 


| death ir ſclfe,defiring rather to ſuffer for Chriſt 


our Lordghen to bedelighted any way bur in | 


him. And let his mercie be praiſed for ever, for 
that amongſt them , whoe through the noble 
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| growneto be one,not of your ſelfe, but by him} 
| whoe workes his owne glorie in you, And| 


therefore he will not leaue you 1n the weake 
hands of your ſelfe alone, fince he, & not you, 
| begin the worke, 

You therefore my good lady , may well re- 
|. | ioyce, you may reioyce in God, fince you are 

{ well protected ynder a mantle which 1s both | 


= ” 2a = - 


 ] foe ſoft, andſoe ftronge. Stronge to defende 
| you from your enemies, and from your ſelfe, 
| whoe are the greateſt enemie you haue ; and' 
ſoft or ſweete ro comfort you in your aflic- 
tions ; and ro feele them , as.if they were his 
owne, and to giue you part of his hart, which! 
is ſoe greately wounded with-loue for you. 
How could our Lord haue expected &drawne, 
or.guarded ,; or ſfuſteyned you, if he had not 
loued you with gfeat truth of loue 2 How is it! 
poſſible that your ſfinnes would not haue pro- 
uoked him to wrath, if there had nat beene as 
much loue in him, as ſerued to make him $hut 
his eyes towards them, and to open them tow- | 
erds the docing you fauour ? 

But you will ſay, How come I to be ſoghappit, 
as that the erernall k ins should lone mee , and for | 
that reaſon should endure mee , and doe mee ſve en 


LL 
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good inſteede of ill 1 will anſweare you , when| 
you ſhall firſt haue tolde mee, why the fire dur-, 
nes; and why the ſunne ſhines ; and why the | 
water refreſhes ; and why euery thing is en-| 
dewed withhis owne nature, And if you ſay 
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the fire burnes becauſe it is fire, ſoc doe I alſoe 
rellyou , that becauſe Gat is God , therefore 


ſuch as deſerue it nor. ES 
| Ourpride hath nothing, noe ithath nothing, 
whereof to glory ; but the ſhame, and dilhbo- 


| 9004 wee may enioye ; but the glorie muſt be 
his. For ſoe the angells ſunge when the bleſſed. 


| Infant was borne ; Glory be to God wn the heauens, 


[ and ptace la men of good will, Lett vs gue the 
glory to the Lord of vs all, for the mercies 


| much power, fromthe hands of them,to who. 


doth hee loue vs freely , and {ſhewes mercy to | 


nour, muſt be ours, and the honour his. The 


=O OO 


which we hane receiaed at his hand. Glory be} 
|to him, becauſe he hath deliuered vs with ſoe}. 


me we had delivered our {elues , with ſog miſe- 
{ rable a reſolution. Glory be to him, whoe drew 


who ſuſtaines vs, and crownes vs with mercy, 
and with many mercies, and whoe giues ysto 
vnderitand , that hee will finish that in vs, 
, which hee hath begunne. For he is wont to 
| haue the charge and care of any bulines , to 
| whome the honour muſt reſult ; and he whoe 


b'S 
reapes the honour, muſt be content to takethe 


| will be glorified in ys,and will take the honour 
| of our victerie to himſelfe, he will alſoe take 
thecare of our combart, and hee will enable vs 
to Þaſle through it to him; andwilltye vs to 
| himlſelfe, with ſoe ſtronge a knorr of loue, that 
| neither life, nor death, ſhall diuide vs. 


vs to grace wee being our of his grace; and | 
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| care, Andnow lincethis Bleſſed Lord of ours, | 
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. SPIRITVALL Ep.z. | 
| He will enabjevstolooke vpon himſelfe'| 
' with open eyes ; and to shutt them towards] 
all orher things ; and he will imprint himſelfe: 

ſoe faſt ypori our harts, that, for the loue and | 
memory of him, wee ſhall forgett not onely all | 
other things ; but our yery {clues alſoe. This 
will he doe, whoe is ſoc pittious,& ſoc power- | 
full, and his name is holy , and heeit is ; waoe 
 loues vs morethen wecan either ſay;or thinke, 
For his workes exceede all created. vnderitan- 
ding. To him be glorye for the eternitie of ali 
eternities; Amen. 

As for that which you aske mee; coricerning 
my health, it goes ill with mee, finceI am yn- 
| worthy of ficknes. For if 1 were not very yn- 
worthy , our Lord would not haue taken my 
' paine from mee, ſoe ſoont ; as he hath taken 
1t. And as for thereſt of your letter ; I anſweare | 
that a great fire, by how much the more it is ſh 
{butt yp and concealed, ſoe much the hotter ir 
| burnes. Chriſt our Lord make you his true and 
. faithfull diſciple, that ſoe you may,in ſome ſort 
correſpond to that vnſpeakeable and diuine: 
 loue of. his , as I cordially deſire of him for 
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zo him ſome meanes for che obteyning 


thereof. | 


leſus Chriſt is not pleaſed that, at this ty- 
me, I ſhould be where I might enioy the com-: 


F'munication of your {elfe, andof thoſe my Mai- | 
ſters the Collegialls, As I had wiſhed, wr 'his|. 
name be bleſſed for all,and in the meane'tyme| 


lmuſt enduve ic with patience} Whereir yet, | 


—— 


[ipenance, for it is a hard thing for vs to endure 
ſ:- be diuided-from the perſons whome-wee 
loue. And itv-very truth Idid neuer ſoe much 


now, For I conceiue, Ede mighe haue proved 
preath to the ſeruice of our Lord. Bur yet lince 
y one that loues, allthings are well taken, I 


[Lord ordaine that wee may be preſent. 

- Sir I much defire that we may ſeeke God 
who 150ur totall Good, and that, not after any 
ordinary manner, but like ſome one whoe ſee-| 
kesa preat ceeaſure, which is much eſteemed, 


© 911 peake a little- to-you in abſence, till our | 
mtr 
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N Eve father, Pax Chrifti. Since. our tad | 
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['mee thinks ; ſhall nor be performing 42 {mall |. 


deſire to be aſliſted by you in ſome things: as] 
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- SPIRITVALL Ep.z. 


| ſoebeing all enamored'of thee, wee may goe| 


| with thee? 1 x57 


and for loue whereof he ſells all that hee is 
worth ; accounting himſelfe rich in poſleſling 

hat a lone , inſteede of many other things, 

hich he had before, | 

| .OGod,s Lord, o thou the true repoſe of the 
moſt interiour part of our ſoules ; and when 
ſhall wee beginn, Lſay notto loue thee, bur at 
leaſt todelire ta louethee 2 When ſay (hall we 
conceiue adelireof thee, ſuch a one as may be 
worthy of thee? When thall veritie be able to 
preuaile more with vs, then yanity ? beauty, 
rhen'deformity 2 repoſe, then reſtles care? the 
Creatour who isſoe richly full, and all-ſufh= 
cient, before thecreature, whoe is ſoc very ems: 
| pty, and poote?-Deare Lord, and whoe , at] 
length, will opep our eyes, that we may Knowe| 
thatthere is nothing out of thee, which either 
hath any countenance initſelfe , or is ableto, 
give any true contentment to vs' ?. who will 
make ſome little diſcouery of thee to vs; that|f 


may runne, may flye,and may remaine eternally} 


Woebe to ys, for wee are extreamely farre| 
from God, and wee are in ſoe little paine for, 
thatdiſtance, as that wee can ſcarce be ſaid to 
feele it. What is become of the profound, and 
tender ſighes of thoſe ſoules, which had taſted 
once of God, and were afterwards eſtraungeda 
little from him +-what is become of that holyſ| 


affection, wherewith David ſaid: If I 5hall Fad | 


— 


leepe to mineeyes , or lumbering to myne eyelids; tl 
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| 


[ haue found a houſe wherein our Lord may dwell. \Y 


[ce him not onely wounded, bur killed by it, 
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And this houſe wee our ſelues are, when wee def- 
troy not our felues; by {cartering our harts ypon 


variety of chings, but recollect-them tothe ynity. 


of one delire, and of one loue, and then ir,is, 


{chat we finde our (elues,and are indeede the. houy 


ſe of God, | 


For my part, I belceue, chathe ſaid truewho 


affirmed the cauſe of our tepidity to be this, 


That he who hath not caſted: yert of God, doth | 
not knowein very deede whag it is,either to ha- | 


ye hunger or ſaciety. And ſo wee are neither 
hungry after God, nor are wee entirely ſatisfied 
by creatures ; but we remaine; a certaine frozen 
things; being neither heere,nor there, full of dul- 
nes,and diſcouragemient;.& withour all raſte of 
ſpiritt,and-fitrto cauſe ayomnt in hisſtomacke, 
wholikes not-ſeruants who are Luke warme, but 
defires tq haue them inflamed with the fire: of, 


loue, This fire himſelfe brought into the world, | 
and delires nothing bur that it may burne ; and | 


to the end that itmay doe ſoc, himſelfe did bur- 
ne, and was conlumed vpon the Croſſe, like that 
redd Cow, which was carried out of the campe, 
And this he did of ſctt purpoſe, to the end that 
wee , taking of that wood of the Crolle ypon 


our {elues, might make a fire, and might warme | 


our {clues, and keepe correſpondence with ſoe 


greata louer, with ſome loue of ours, conſides | 
ring how iuſt a thing it is, that we should be 


wounded by the {weete dart of loue, ſince wee 
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_ *Itis butreaſon that wee betaken by the louc 
'of him, who was taken thereby for vs; & deliue- 
cedonet for our ſakes, into fach feece hands, 
Lett vsenter into that priſon of his loue fnce 
he'entred into. the'priſon of ours, and thereby 
was made as tame, as any lambe, before them 
-who treated him oe ill. And this priſon” was 
that, which made him' remaine quiet ypon the 
Croſſe. For more ſtrange, and rude, were thoſe 
'ropes, and priſons of his loue, then the nailes and 
ropes which reſtrayned his perſon, Theſe later, 
laying hould butypon his body |, bur his Joue 
| betti3thar which ſeized his foule, And therefore 
Kreout harrs be tyedby his loue (thartyec of fal- 
uation)and lett vs not defireſuch liberty, as may 
carty'vs out of msprifon. For as ke1s very ill in 
keafthk®yho is not wounded, and:made Ck of 
his log © ſoe is he veryill at liberty , who isnot 
Mrayned i in that vriſon, Lett vs now reſtit him 
noelonger, let ys yeildourſelues conquered by 
; ts aries A which are his benefits , whereby he 


with him; He defirests burne vs vÞ, that.ſce the 
 ofd man who was conforme to Adi being coſumed;! 
' the new man who is conforme to Chriſt our «Dd may 
riſe againe by loue.'He deſires to melt our har dnes, 


| liquid by heate, that forme is imprinted which is 
| defi red by rhe worke-man; loe wee ( being loft- 
| ned by hin love \, w hich makes ys melt by hea- 
ring our: beloned ſpeake to vs)may be ceady'! 


L without all reſiſtance, that loc Chriſt our Lord 
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procures to kill 'vs, that ſoe we:may euer liue| 


tothe end that as vpon mettall which is made} 


E 
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| our owne loſſes trouble vs, but the loſſes of 
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may imprint vpon vs, what hgure Shall be molt 


plcaling to him, Now that figure, w hich he de- 


liresto imprint, is noe other then that of Lowe, For 


| Chriſt our Lord is very Lone it ſelfe; & he comaunded 
| that we should lone one another,as helowed vs. And S, 


Paule tells vs, that we muſt ſoe be 1n loue with 


| Chriſt our Lord, as he loued vs ; atid delivered 


himſelfe vp-for vs. Soe that vnleſle we love, we 
arevolike him; our countenance hath noe re- 


de deafe, and dumbe, and dead, For lone a lone, is 
that which quickenes all things, and love 15 that, 
which is the ſpirituall cure of our ſoutes, For 
the ſoule wichour lone is iuſt ſuch a thing as the 
body is, without the ſoule, 

Ler vs therefore love, and we $shall live, let vs 
lone and we $hall grow like God ; nay we sbhall 
wound him, whoeis to be wounded by lowe a7 
lone, Lett vs love and all things sball be ours, fin- 
ce they areall ro ſerue vs, as it is written, They 
that loue God 5ball prone well in all things. If we 


| loue this love, lect vs apply the axe of diligence, 


ro the roote of our owne ſelfe-love, and ſoe bring 
this enemy of ours to the ground, What haue we 
of our (clues!let vs hedge our ſeluesin God, and 
make noe account atall of any thing els. Ler not 


God, which are the ſoules who depart from him, 

And becauſe it is a hard thing, for amanto leauej 
to loxe himſelfe, let ys ſhed many teares, where-! 
by it may be made ealy for vs, to dig vp this 
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ſemblanceto his, but we are poore,vaked, blin= | 


earth, Let ys groane out to God, from the very 
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profoundelt of our harts, for our teares Coe euen 
wound almighty God, thonghthey be foe wea- 
ke,and ſoft, and though he be omnipotent, 
Lett vs entercaine good thoughts , for as | 
P/al.| Dauid ſaith ; My thonuht 15 4 very fournace, Bur 
38. | aboue all let vs place our (clues, and not come. 
| quickly out againe, but make our habication, in 
the woundes of Chriſt our Lord, and particu- 
larly in his ſacred (ide, For there his hart being 
deuided and peirced for vs , will reccine ours 
iato it, and ſoe it will growe warme, through 
the gLeatnes of his loue, For wWhue Can remaine 118 
fire, and not growe Warme, at leaſt ro ſvme pro- 
portion? O that we could cyell there, and how 
# | happye should we be therein? what is the rea-: 
| ſon that we depart thence ſoe ſoone 2 Becaule 
 wetakenor vp thoſe five lodgings, in that high 
mountaine of the Creſſ, where Chriſt our Lord 
was transfigured indeede , though not towards 
beauty , but towards deformitic, baſenes and 
| dishonour : which lodgings are granted to vs; 
pay we aredctired to toke them, though thoſe 
other three rabernacles which S, Peter defired, 
were denyed to him. 
| If ſomelittle ſparke of rhis fire be kindled 
in our harts, let vs take creat care , that the 
winde blowe it not our, fince ir is (oe little, Let 
VS Cour it ivith the ashes of humilitie , let vs 
hould our peace and hide it, and foe we sball 
Lewy. | finde it ſtill alive. And we muſt, dayly add ſom 
wood toit, as God:.commaunderth his Preiſts to| 
doe. And that ſtonihes to'vs the doeing of gooc 
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| [ett vs then prouide our ſelues for our commu-| 
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| yorkes: and the not looing of any tyme, and, 
| aboue all things , we mui approach ro the true 
fire which may kindle and enflame vs, and this 
| is [eſs Chriſt our Lord, inthe Bleſſed Sacrament. 
Let vs open the mouth of our ſoule, 
which is our deſire , and let vs goe all ga» 
ping towards the fountaive of living water, for 
ſoe withour doubr, if we take hony 1nto our 
mouths, we $hall haue ſome taſte thereof, And | 
in fine if the fire be in our boſome,, ic will heate 
vs. But both before andafter we communicye, | 
we mult yſe ſomepreparations, and reflections; 
and there cannot be any better , then a-liuely 
Faich , that we goe- then to receiue le: Chriſt 
our Lord ; together with a con{ideration, and | 
loue of his paſ#zon, ſince that miſterie wasinſti- 
ruted, in memory thereof, Being thus refreshed, | 


nicating the next tyme aftex.For he whoe onely 
prepares himſelfe, for the preſent tyme , $shall 
(eldome finde himſelfe well prepared. 

Let vs therefore runne after God, for we may | 
be ſure enough, that he will not flye from vs. 
He is nayled ypon the Crolle, and infallibly we 
Shall finde himthere, Let vs conveigh himigto || 
our harts, and then shutt che doore, that be te- 
tyre not thence, Let vs dye to all vilivle things, 
lince there will come a tyme , when we muſt 
leaue them perforce. v7 1 

Let vs renew our (clues in newnes of ſpirit 
| ince we haveliued-ſoe longe according to:xhe 


| 
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old man. Let vs be growing in knowledge and | 
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| prayer , and perſeuerant endeauour. More is: 


| 


ike ot FChciſt our Lord, whois the ſoueraigne| 
| good, Andall this is to be obteyned by humble! 


receiued into the ſoule from without the ſoule, : 
then doth proctede of the ſoule. It is more for it! 


to be moued and diſpoſed, then to workewhen: 
that is done, And erate let vs remoue all; 
impediments, and compoſe our owne harts| 
' within our 7 , expecting Chriſt our Lord} 
' there; who enters pH the gates are shurt, ro| 


| wilt ap comfort his Diſciples ; and ſoe with out! 


doubt, he will come-to vs. For Danid faith of 
himy Osr Lord heard the deſire of the pooxe, and by, 
| eares harkened to the preparation of bis bart. And 


| 


|- Let vs not therefore be diſtarbed- 


| lince Chriſtour bordis principally he who muſt 
| workethis1 in NSWE: have noe reaſon todiſtr i 
but taking: courage and confidence in ſuch a 
conduftor as he is, let ys beginne to runne chat, 
courſe with ferudur; which ends not, but in the 
obreyning of God, ' * | 
And if we cannot ſoc ſoone, make our harts 
as ſubieR to vs as we would, lert vsyct endure 
ic with patience, ti{l. God riſe wp and ſve our ene- 
mies may fall, and till he awake, and commaund this 
ſes ts calme it ſelfe. But thee on the other ſide, 
His exprefle pleaſure is, that we haue confidence 
in him, cuen in the oreateſt temptations, p 
though our little barkes should be vpon bs | 
very point to lincke, 


, or dif] 


mayed, Let vs not pur others to paine, "fot che 


| trouble which this continuall warregiues ys, i L 
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|May Know well how to anſweere ; and that we 


| and for-cucr be in poſlcſhon of him. Our Lorfl 
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"rheatning that we ſhall be ouercome. Theq 


day will arriue , when God will put this coun- 
cry of ours into peace when wee shall ſleepe, 
without any body by to wake vs. And now, 
fince this peace cannot be obteyned yet, it will 
be a better courſe for ys, to goe ſweating and. 
ſtriving to roote out our paſhi6s, then tokeepe 
our ſelues in eaſe , and to content our {elucs 
with leading a tepid life, for the auoyding,of 
that paine'which the ſceking of perfection | 
would pur ys to, Bur-firlt lett ys vtterly diſtrult 
our ſelues, and confide in God, and let vs be-' 
ginne inthe name, and power of the omnipo- | 
tent, Andthis begining of ours shall be bam. 
[wte, which is figured in the 4+bes that we take; 
and our cnd ſhalbe lone, which is figured in the 
reſurrection of our Lord ; andſoe we shailin- | 
oye both a oed lent, and a20ud Eaſter, 


In the meane tyme I kifle the hands 9 of all} | 


my Maſters your Collezwlls, and I recomumend | 
my ſelfe to their prayers. And fay you to them 
1n my name,that I beſeech them that we-may |} 
loue both God, and our neighbours , in great 
meaſure. That ſoe at the day of iudgment, we| 


may be made doctours, & be recciuediintothe| 
Colledge ofthe Angells, and Saints, where we| 
Shall euer,ſtudy the booke of life, which isGod 
himſclte, who will for ever ſtand open before} 
our eyes,that we may knowe him, &loue him 


Teſus remaine, cuer with you. Amen, | 
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| 
\ 2 Letter of the Author to 4 certaine lady, Hee| 
Shewes,how the hunger of our bart cannot be ſs | 
t1sfied but by the ſpirit of our lord, who that bee| 
'| maylodge hinſelte therein, requires that it bee| 
free from all affeCtion to creatures, And how, 
repid and neghigent perſons greiue that ſpirit, es | 
bow the Feaſt of the holy Ghoſt is 4 very good, 
preparation for the Feaſt of Corpus Chiſti| 
which followes. 


| 
| 


ADAM , I defire to know how your 
hart ſtandes affected at this tyme, 
For if wee looke to the wecke , wherein 
wee are, it is belonging to the holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe property is to giue light to the vnder- 
ſtanding, and toinfuſe loue into the will ; and} 
euen ſtrength into the body alſoe, by meanes of 
which three loaues of bread , we ſhall haue ſo- 
me what to ſet before our freind , who comes 
 hungry,and weary from the high way. For the 
hunger thatour hart feeles(which walkes asit 
were out of it ſelfe whileſt it imployes it ſelfe| 
vpon creatures )this holy Ghoſt is wont to take 
away,and to giue vs the bread of fulnes, and fa-| 
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ricfaction, And woe betovs, if we feele not 
|that great defect , which, is in things created; 
andif we conuert nor our ſ{elues to god in our 
very harts; at leaſt now when they are weary, 
with finding imperfections, & wants, 1n thoſe 
things, wherein we hoped that they night ob- 
taine repoſe, | 

| O mydecre God, and when ſhall we main- 
raine our ſoules in perfe faith arid puritic 
towards thee, ahd be lincerely loyall to Ieſw: 
Chnft our Lord, who isthe ſpouſe thereof, gi- 
uing him our loue, all intyre, and wholly tree, 
from mingling itſelfe with the baſcnes of cre- 
aturgs? W hen ſhall webe able to vnderſtand 

this truth, that he who is to owne our ſoules, 

is Chriſt our Lord, and that he created vsfor 
himſclte , and that he onely is fitt for vs 2 Is it 
not enough, that we haue tryed ſo often by ex- 
perience , how ill the world is wont to ſerue 

VS; and that ourſoule could neuer finde any 


— 


An 


to knowe her owne miſery, and poorenes , it 
went to God , and was imbraced by him. Is 

not one of thoſe ſhort fitts of tyme more worth 
then their whole life, who ſacrifice themſclues 

to vanitie, and to the confuſion of this igno- 

rant world, wherein they liue? Or ſhall it not. 
now at length bee tyme to ſaye to all things 

created , | kuow you not, that joe I may prouide 4 

cleane arid readyplace , for the recepuon of him, ws 
created you all of nothing ? 


_—_ [am extreamely glad , that we haue to do: 
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with a Holy ghoft, whichis foe very ».ty, as that 
he would not come euen to the diſciples them 
ſelues of our Lord, till euen his owne pretioug 
body were taken our of their {izht. That ſy 
| we may know the condition of this holy {ſpi- 
Tit tobe ſuch, as that we mult prouide a tem. 
' ple for it where noe other thing may dwell , of 
els it will not enter there. And I am highly! 
glad, that you by the grace of this ſpirit, will 
| haue prepared your ſelfe ; and that you will 
haue receiued him, and that you, and he, are 
well content with one another, Reioyce you| 
with this Holy ohoſt, for he is loy itfelfe, And] 
| remember , that the Apoſtle S. Pasle requires] 
vs, not to contriſtate the boly ſpirit of God , wuereby| 
wee are marked ont, for the day of redeption , which| 
is of the indgment of the latter day, 
He contriltates this S917, whoe with adull} 
and detected hart, goes faintly and negligently 
about his ſeruice; & whoedoth ehings, which 
diſpleaſe this moſt ſoucraigne guelt , who as 
himſelfe is fire , ſoe will be haue his ſeruant 
Full of feruour, and rgguires that he goe about 
his worke, with greac life. And that he ener 
>2ecaſting on the wood of good workes , and 
blowing it with holy thoughts, that ſoe this 
celeſtiall fire, may nox.be quenched in vs, fince 
Qur very life confilts in Keeping it aliue, And 
ſoeif we maintaine this fircin vs, it will main- 
eaine vs in him, though yet ſtill it ve true , that 
he firſt giues vs that, which afterward we giue 
to him. So that, in this reſpe&t , your ladyſhip 
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will haue becne fedd at a goodtable, this wee- 
ke; ſince you will haue celebrated, the Feaſt of 
the v«ly gb ff, not according to flesh and blood, 
as they doe, whoe ye to content themſclues 
with the talke and tumult of great Felinines, 
but you will haue celebrated it, in Spin't, ac- 


Lett vs now conſider how.it ttands with 
you, concerning theſent & odour of the Feſti- 
v211e , of the Body of our Lord, which is now 


me, for a Chriſtian hart, not to hunger znd 


hu it ſelfe arriue ; ance the three kings thoſe 
»1ſe men of the Ghoſpcli, had a ſent of it ſo farve 
of ; yea and the Prophetts, and Patriarcks. had 
 thelike a longe tyme, before his Incarnation. 
What more happy newes can there be, then to 
ſee Chriſt our Lotd, paſſe amongſt vs in our 


p 


ting, and conuerſing with men? And to baue 
him ſett before our eyes;& to finde him (who- 


| | me neither the whole earth, nor allthe heauens 


can comprehend ) ſhut within the narrow 
curtaineof the accidents of bread , and after all 
this, to make his entrance into our ynworthy 


woefull breſts, 


Take heede you heare not tHis newes with 


to be very attentiue to {oe great a fauour, and 
worke of God ; and that it inſtantly caſt yp, 


cording tothe aduice of our Lord, who requi- 
| res to be Spiritually adored. 


| 


| 


'neereat hand. For it will be an extreameſha- | 


aſpire, coward this holy bread, before the Feſti= 


{treetes, and through our hands communica | 


deafe eares;but awake your hart, and require it. 


Iohn, 
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| wharſocuer other meate it may haue ſwal- 
lowed; that ſoe being full of hunger, it may| 
grow all full, of this celeft:all oread, where vpon| 
the Angells feede. And bid it be ſure, to watch 
now,that ſoe it may not then fallaſleepe, And 
lince it is the worke of the holy Gh:{ you mult 
begg 'grace, whereby you may be able to finde 
the effect of that Feaſi of the body of our Lord, 
which was conceived by the ſame holy Ghofl. And 
foe when that Feaſt of his moſt bly borly ſhall 
be come, the Holy Ghoſt will alſoe come with| 
it; becauſe the Holy Gboſt deſcended into the 
worid , through the meritts of Chriſt our 
Lord. And when his Body ſhall be giuen vs, 
we ſhall receiue the holy Ghoft, together with 
| it; according to the rate of that good diſpolt- 


[ 
, 


tion , which we ſhall haue. Soe that one 
Feſtiuity mult helpe and be a preparation for 
another ; and muſt giue ys hunger to feede 
vpon the fruite of the other, For it is not 


hecre as it 691 king in the banquets of this 


world ; which are made by fleih and bloud, 
Where they whoe: haue fedd full , at noone] 
haue noe minde at allto their meate at night; 
| But the foule goes feeding with a freſh appe-! 
tite , from one Feſti«:te to another ; and ſoef 
that is accompliſhed , which God promiſediff 
The threashing of your corne 5all laft ull you zot 
| to vintage ; and till the new time of ſtede , and you! 
Shall eate your bread in aboundance. 
The goodnes. of God be bleſſed, which ſos 
| liberally prouides for ys; and that ; not in any] 
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wall | meane faihion, but by giuing his very ſelfe to | 
| vs. Theſonneis-giuen to ys, and the Holy Ghoſt 
for his ſake; and theſe two perſons; giuing them- 
clues; the father cannot chooſe but be alfoe | 


| 


| giuen, In fine the Father , the Sonne and the 
Holy Ghoft are ours, Wee already begin, euen 
 heere, that mutuall contra, which we areto 
| perfe& in heauen, Let vs giue him humbly 
thankes, for his mercies. Lett vs prepare our 
ſclues for the receauing of new fauours and 
with harts exalted aboue theearth, let ys cele- 
| brate the! Feſtiuities of heauen, to the end that 
| we may palle from theſe temporall Ioyes ; to 
thoſe eternall, wherein I humbly beſgech our 
Lord that you may one day ſee your ſelle, 
Amen, 


| IOC ARRAY 


| 4 Tetrey of the Authour to 4 virgin lady,] | 
who ached of him what Charitie| 
was He anſweares ro her demannde; 
aud shewes her the Loue, and Cha- 
 ritie, whichshe is to hane t0 God and 
ber neighbours, heere ont earth, by that| 
- love and charitie , which the ſeines| 
haue im heauen. ' | 


[DG oV T ſpouſe of Chriſt our Lotd : ; you| 
as ke Ns, your letter, what Chbaritre 1s;to| 
the end that you may ouide your whole life thee| 
reby. For tie ſaying of the Apoſtle $, Pauleis| 
true , and wharſoeucr wee doe without Charitie 15 
\ nothins worth , though wee should deliuer our| 
bedyes into the fire. Your demaunde iis vety 
reat, and I could wilh,that theſame Apoſtle $; 
| Kirk whoſe ſemeffcs moued you to as'.e me 
the queſtion, might enable me iſo to make the 
anſweare, ForI know not what greawgr thing 
then this, you could haue asked mee, ſince the | 
ublime parte of all our chriſtian religion, con-|' 
fiſts init. And as the ſame Apottleſaith, He who || 
lines according to 1t, 15 a fu{filler of the  hele law. || 
Soc that you © deyour ſpouſe of Chriſt our || 


— 


T_T 


_—_— 


: Ford, } 


— 


L—C——— 


VM E P I S T L BS. © Ep.s. #2 
"| Lord,muſt beſeech the holy ghoſt, whoſe proper | 
ey] arcribute is Lowe, that he will teach, and write 

IM! chat thing in your hart, whereof you aske, as 
he taught it ypon the day of Pentecoſt, when hee 
NY © infuſed it, into the harts of his Apoſtles, For 
tre IM know , that this is the true teacher of this lan- 
os guage,and ſoe as there is none but he. 

For alas! what can my tongue which 1s ma- 
a- {iff de of earth,exprelſle of that which is onely vied 
2 (lf wich perfection in heauen, This is a celeſtiali 

language, and they whoe ſpeake it perfectly, 

ary are the bleſſed ſpiricts, which attend to nothing 
ts I £15, but truly to loue our Lord God, with all 
© cheir ſtrength , and all that which his pleaſure 
J | is, that they ſhall loue. How ſhall I be able to 

FE pcake to you of that Love, which is ſubie@to 
uy [hoc interelt, and is accompanyed with noe fel- 
eo | te-loue ; and lookes towards noe other marke, 
ee | and aymes at noe other ſcope, but onely God? 
is If How Ifay, ſhalll ſpeake of ir, whomemy fa- 
is (N £2er Adam hath letr all wrapped vp in mine 
owne intereſt, and who apply my ſelte,to ſeeke 


: 
' 
| 
, 
| 
| 


ar || 
yl my ſelfein all things. See how much, For euen 
s [Nin thoſe things, which concerne the ſeruiee of 
1E | 


God, wee doe ſoe hang towards our ſclues,that 
many tymes wee pe 4 them for our owne 
Intereſt, or end, And though the workes them- 
Y (clues be holy,yet the Px wherewith wee doe 


a 


them, is impure. And the difference doth onely 
conlilt in this; that when wee ſeeke our ſchies 
ff by cuill workes , our Love runnes through a 
conduit of clay; & when we ſceke our (clues | 
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by good workes, it runnes indeede throug 
| acoduirot gould, but in fine it runnes toward 
our felues.I beſeech ourtrue doftour Heſus Chyif 
{ our Lord , ( whoener ſoueht the hononr of his Fathen 
and whoſe loze abafed him to this world-, nat 
for the accompliſhing of his owne will, but hi 
who ſent him ) that he will vaty my tongue,th 
the end thatI may tell you ſome part 'of tha 
which you demaunde, For certainly, if you 
good defire did notoblige me to lett you Knoy 
what I haue read, my :poorenes would oblig 
mee to hould my peace. 

And now. to:the end that you might bettt 
vnderſtand., what Chartitieis ; and how you ma 
eucr goe, imployed therein, Icould wiſhya 
knew , ſome parte of that Lowe , which tht 
Blefledſpiritts haue in heauen, to the endtha 

you may know thereby , wherein true Chari 
doth conſiſt, For how much ncerer we ſha 
come to that loue , ſo muchthe more perfeft 
will our love be, you muſt know that the lo 
whichis in heauen,doth transforme the Saint; 
| 1nto the ſame wll with that of ourlord God 
For one of the effects of le , as S. Dionilu 
faith ,+is , to make the ſeuerall wills of ſuchs 
lone, to be butone;T meane , thatthey ſhoull 
| haue the ſame w!ll, and the ſame no: will, whic 
the other hath, And now ſince the will, an 
loue, which our lord hath, is but onely of hi 
owne glory , and 'of his eflance which is 

premely perfect , and glorious, from hencel 
| followes that the (owe of the Saints, is a Lou 
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| and will , wherewith they loue , and delire,, 
with all their ſtrength, that our lord God, way 
| in himſelfebeſtillas good, as glorious ; andas 
worthy of honour as heeis. And for asmuch as | 
they ſee all that, to be already in him, which 
| they candelire, there followes there vpon, the 
frante of the holy ghoft , which is an vnſpeakeable | 
[ ioy, to ſcehim whome they loue ſoe much, to | 
be ſoefull of treaſures, and felicitie in himſelfe, | 
as they defire, 


If you will have 2 touch, ora leaſt ſome 
little ſent of this diuine ye, doe butconfider | 
how great that ioy is, which a good Sonnere-|. 
ceiues ; in ſceing his father whome he loues | 
| much , full of honour, beloued by all, rich, | 
| powerfull, noble; and very much eſteemed. 

by the king, Certainely there be ſonnes ſoe 
gratefull, and well difpoſed to their parents, as 
toeſteeme, that nothing can be compared to 
| the ioy, of ſeeing their fathers ſoe eſteemed; | 
| which reaches indeede ſoe farre , as that to 
wharſocuer neceſlitie, or affliction themſelues | 
may be ſubie, it ſerues not to deprive them of 
that great oy , becauſe they aſpire to noe other 
end but onely the honor of their parents. 

Now if this toy be ſoe great what doe you 
| conceiue , that the roy of the Saints may be; 
when being transformed by lowe, into that ttuc. 
lord of theirs ; the vniuerſall creatour of all 
things; they ſhall ſee him, ſoe full of goodnes 
ſoe holy and ſoerich in beauty ; and that he isa| 
Lord, and creatour,ſoe infinitely powerfull as 
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that by one onely act of his will, allthat which 
is created- hath his beauty, and his being , and 
noe one leafe of any tree, can ſo much as wage, 
but by his will 2 Infallibly this is ſuch a joy, as 


| noe eye bath ſeene, noy eare bath beard ,nor can ſuch 


an viiſpeakgable knowledge as this , ener enter into the 
hart of any man, but ſuch « one as enioyes and poſſeſ« 
ſes it, | 34 

\.. Youſee heere the loue which-the Saints haue 
in heauen, ſpeaking according to the poorenes 
of our ynderſtanding. And from this aboun- 


| dant ſwelling Reiner , which delights the Citty of 
God , doth flow that love which the ſoules in 


 heauen beare totheir neighbours. For as all the 


delirc and toy of the Saints conliſteth in their 
ſeeing God (who is their true love ) full of ho« 
nour, and glory; from hence they grow toloue, | 


with a molt feruent love, and to deſire with'an 


exceſle of appetite, that all the Saints may be 


as full of glory , and beauty, as they alſoe- are, 


f And they toy in this, to a ſtrange proportion, 


becauſe he is honoured, and ii in them 


Jh whoſe honour and olory RE cy onely {ceke, 


: And in reguard that this is the cauſe why they 


| love theSaints, from hence it growes,that they 


joy more, and doe moredelire the glory , and 
beauty , of the greateſt Saints , then of their 
yery ſelues, becauſe they {ee that our Bleſſed 
Lord, is more glorified in thoſe others, then in 
' them. And by this tyme, you may perceive how 
farr this holy copany is, from ſelfe=love, & from 


enny, which ſprings from that roote, 
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vyall , 15 much theſweeter; becauſc'it hath di- i 


they were all equall, andconſe 
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| But you will tell me perhapps , that it fol-' 
[lowes from hence, that they will be ſubiect co 
[ſome diſguſt, becauſe themlſelues are fotſoe 
growne in ſanQity as others are, ſince thereby 
the glory of God would alſoe haucencreated in 
| them. This doth not follow, conlidering that 
firſt effe& of love, which-is the vnion of two 
| wills in one; for they are transformed into:the 
will of God , and would haue nothing dane, 
but that which their lord will , and they ec, 


i 


fignes tothem, asalſoe , becauſe thediuerſi 

of the degrees of glory, inthe blefled-,, dath 
more beautify the whole Citty of God ;then if 
they were all, of onerancke; asthe mulick of a 


uers ſtrings, and diſtin&foundes, then if they 
becauſe there are different degrees of gloryand. dimers, 
manſions in the triumphant Church, it-is of greater! 
beauty, then if they all poſleſſed bur one, ;and 
the fame degree of glory; by this they ſee that! 
our Lord is more honoured in them , then if 
quently they are | 
not troubled for their owne being lefle in glo- 
ry, then thoſe others are. For they in their co-. 
lours, and others'in other colours of a deeper 


goodnes, and beauty ofhim, who made them. 


that this will, is thecauſe why one nath more | 
| glory then another, and from hencethey grow 
| to be highly content, with that which. he aſf- 


were all; but any one, : And fince itis ſor, that] 


dye, doeallconcurre, to manifeſt theinfinite| 
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Apoc. ucred , in the Apotalyps to illue out of the | 
i9. | throne of God, and of* tht. lambe , whereof all the] 
bleed fpirits in heauen drinke.And being inc-|: 
briated by this [bze , they (ing an eucrlaſting |; 
Allelaia Litnirion , and olorifying our jordl 
| God. And you will haue diſcerned a little ot|. 
| that Rrnel! , herewith thoſe-pretious ſtones}, 
| areaccompaniced, wherevpois that temple of the ce- | 
leſtiall mountaine 15 founded. 
And now after the reſemblance of .this| 
| temple , which you haue ſcene in that mountai- | 
ne you-mult. build a. dwelling place in your | 
ſoule forourlord 3 inſt as they faid'ro Moyes, 
that he shonld prowide: to. makethe Taback after 
that forme which he had ſcene in the mountaine. .You 
muſt my good fiſter?, (.if you meane; to goe 
| throughthe way ofthis life, in perfett. char, | 
and owe df Our Joi: )-procure to.carry about 
you a continuall defwvey (or atieaft the moſtcons 
tinunall that you can) whereby you may cuer. 
| wizh. and{ike that our lord God (in whoſe pre- 
pg ſenoeyou are {till-ro walke-) maybe in Ji, 
| | ſelfe, as good, as holy;,'and as. fullof glary:, as 
indeede hee is:Aadſgewith great wy, and com- 
|*plarence ,in all the hertbutes of almightie God, 
| you are to goe reioycing, andyour ſouls is to 
feaſtir ſelfe, jnſecing that your lord &ypur:true 
loye, pollefles himſelte,whoe is infinitely good, 
&po erfull, from whomeall creatures receiue| 
their being, nd their hra4y,& who in himfelfe 
is ſoc full of olory, and:goodnes, that all crea» 
ture; haue neede of him, & he n none of them, | 
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| low?, is ſoc excellent & celeſtiall a thing the- 
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of ſoc high condition, as that other molt holy 
ove, whichtransformes ſoules into the beloued. 
To this loue, the holy ſcripture inuites vs 1n 
many places ſaying ; Retoyce you tuſt perſons m ory 
(rd, And $. Paule faith 5 Retoyce 171 Cut lord. And | 
conceiuing that this aduiſe was worthy to be 
2iuen more then once, he repeates it ſaying, yet | 
againe, I tell you that you mult reioyce, The} 
Prophet Daxid expreſſed the ſame, when he ſaid, 
4clizht youin our lord, and he will g1ne you whaiſoe- 
ver you 5hall azke. This is that ioye, wherewith 
the moſt holy virgin reioyced, when ſhe ſaid, 
My ſparit } eioyces :n God my Sanur, And with this 
oye, did Chriſt onr lord xeioyce, when S Luke ſaid, 
that Teſus yeioyced in the holy Ghoſt. Andtheroyall | 
Prophet ſaith, that his hart, es enen bis flesh reioyced 
n the lining God, This happes wh the ſoule with 
the will, (for there the hart ſignifies the will )are 
actually louing, & deſiring that our lord, may in- 
himſelfe bee, what he is. And from the great re- 
duudice, which procecdes ſometymes fromthis 
oye, of the ſoulethe very fleſhir ſelfe, is kind-' 
led in the loxe of our lord, And becauſe this. 


refore. doth the Church ( which is direRed 


derly , though this be a holy thing, yet1s 1t nor} , 


by the hely eheft) inuite vs in the begining of | 
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* | Bleſſed are they O Lord , whoe d well in thy howſe; for 


| loved. And out of this love , it mult follow that 


| muſt be made by you, to the honourand glo- 


| Mattins , with a perſwaſion to loue our Lord} 
ſaying thus. Come lezt vs rexoyce in our Lord, and| 
ſig canticles of praiſe , to God our ſaluation. | 
If you will inde the excellency of this loue, | 
put it in practiſe, & you ſhall ſee that the ſoule| 
doth not ſatisfy it ſelfe, but in prayfing God, | 


God, which it can wilhit breakes inſtantly out 
| into thanks-giuing to him; for hauing per- 
fected the defire it hath to praiſe him, whichis 
the ſame effect, which flowes from the lone.they 
| haue in heauen, as the Prophet Dazid faith, 


they shall praiſe thee , for ener , and for ener. S, 


| {peaking to our Lord , he ſaid, If thow O Lord 
wert Auguſtine and I God, I would make thee God, 

| and my ſelfe Auguſtine. 

I thinke there is noe necde to bring teſtimo- 
| nies, which may proue the excellencic of this 
| Loge; for cuen plaine reaſon tells ys, that this is 
the loue which drawes a man out of him ſelfe, 
and transformes him vato God, who is his bc- 
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all your workes , 'anddeuotions, and prayers, 
ry of this God , who deſerues to be adored, 
many creatures as he hath made; without carry- 


be had of a reward from him, For though it be ' 
200d, and holy to ſerue our Lord , euen for 


For when it ſees all that to be accompliſhed in| 


Augnftine was inflamed with this love , when | 


| and ſerued , for his owne pure goodnes, by as | 


ing any reſpect at all to the hope which might | 
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Y | retribution, yeris not this an act of fſoe perfect 
# | charity as that which ſcekes noc kinde of in- 
tereſt , but onely the honour, and glory of our | 
Lord God. If at any time you place before your 
ſoule, the reward, which they will giucir, for- 
the good it doth , to the end that ir may be 
animated towards good workes, let not this 


tro ſerue our Lord. For the more glory you 
haue , the more honour and glory ſhall our 


all, muſt be, to glorify our molt blefled Lord. 
And inthis manner, if you will, you may e#- ' 


| to the retribution , as the Prophet Dauid ſaid. 
But perhaps you will aske. Who is he that 


and indelight , reioycing itill in her God lince 
many tymes ſhce is ſoe tepid, and foe fad, that 
by noe meanes , ſhe is capable of any ioye? 
what remedy may then be thought of , that we 
| may not faile of this perfect, and ſupreme lone? 


to carry with you a defire whereby you mult 
wisb , that our Lord might ſtill be what he is 
in himſelte ; becauſe Cy.r:tze conliſts in this 


[it beneuer ſo tepid, dry, and ſad; as a man may 

delire, that his Bru may live happily though 
nimſelfe feele noc joy. And herein I onely take 
for graunted, that we mult ſuppoſe'man to haue 
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| beyour laſt end, but the will which you haue, | 
| Lord God receive, Soe that the laſt ayme of | 
cline your hart to the commaundments with reſpet 


can hane his foule awake to goe cuer cheerfull, 


For this, it was, that I told you, that you were | 


deſire. Which deſire a ſoule may haue , though 
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deny toone, who {triues to walke by this way 
I meane that alchough your ſelfe be ſadd , you 
muſt deſire that our Lord may be. whar he is, 
And as for the delight , and joy in our Lord; 
which vſes to follow heerevpon , this ing 
deede is a fruite of the holy Ghoſt , which 2rowey 
from this chavitie when our Lord is pleated tol 
| communicate himſelfe more familiarly ro-4j 
 ſoule, When his Maieſtic beſtowes this faq 
| your let vs blefle him for it ; and when he 
" dogh not , lett vs yet perſeuer in that other 


| exercice of euer bleſſing and adoring him, 
| who is ſo worthy of infinite glory , and prat-| 


| ſe; For it is a very great errour , into which| 
they fall , who thinke that 'when there: is| 
noe ſenſible ioy ; that act of the will is worth| 


nothing ; whereas Charitic doth yer conſiſt in| 


| that at. And for as much as the deuill knoyes 


this well, he is cyer procuring to glue vs greatl 
tepidity and drynes ; that ſoe we thinking 
that we;looſe our tyme , may glue ouer his 
holy exerciſe. , | 
You mult therefore perſeuer in it , and 
grow deafe to thoſe temptations of the deuill, 
.. . . 
For if you perſeuer not, you will not arriue 


| to enioye that crowne, and heauen , which 


ſuch as are proficient in this holy love grow 
to obtaine+, euen heere on earth. You muſt 

conlider and looke with a hundred thows-lff 
{and cyes, that the end and ſcope of your 
loue bee to glorifile our Lord in whatſoeuer 


you doe, For foe great was the wrench 
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which our natwe tooke by the ſinne of our: 
ficſt farher in wholly procuring our owne 
intereſt and good thar if you ſtand not well 
awake in the watch-tower , you will finde 
many tymes , that you doe bur ſceke your 
ſelfe., euen in this very deuotion, hich pre- 
tends. wholly to. caſt our. ſelfe-loue. w And you 
Shall rake your ſelte in the manner, with re- | 
| pycing that you love our Lord, afterthis ſort, 
becauſe you shall acquire great rewards 1n 
heayen thereby , and becauſe your ſoule | 
receives -much.. conſolation , and: for other 
reaſons , of proper. intereſt , which though 
they be not ll, yet are they acts of Charity 
which is 1mperfect, 3 
| You ſee heere in short , the Love of Gad, | 
| which you are to carry in your foule ; a Cepre!| 
of that Originall which the Bleſſed Spiritts, ' 
| haue&iaheauen,. It now remaines that ] de-!, 
| Clar&to you , the loue of your neighbour, whicht 
| growes out:of this; other profound Lone. The 
{hove , my good faſter ,- which you muſt carry: 
to: your neighbour muſt bee, -by defirins and; 
lowng all thar. good \. Which you ſes in 
him” ; becauſe thereby, our Lord - God is 
glorified. and adored, And the more that is y | 
the greater muſt your ioy be ; as onthe other 
ade , avy offence or finne which you s$hall 
diſcouer in your neighbour muſt be abhorred 
by your ſoule, becauſe he is offended, whoſe 
| honour and glory you deſire. And foe as I 
| ould you that the loue of God conſiſted in our 
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applauſc, and will , that our Lord ſhould be the 
very thing which heis; and that the roye which 
is taken thereby is a particular guift of our 
| Lord; ſoe alſo doth the loue of your neighbuy 
conlilt in the application of your will, to deſyg 
the good of your neighboxr, which is to reioyce 
in his true good , and to feele much griefe, for 
the Hnne which he committs. | 
This is a very particular fauour of our Lord, 
. which he beſtowes ypon whome he will. $s 
that if you haue obſerued the matter well, you 
| will haue ſeene , that the marke at which 
both the loe of God, and of our nerzhbour ſhoos 
tes is , that God may be glorified and adored, 
| And heereby you will alſo perceiue how ſhoy 
| he falls of true love , who greiues to ſee his 
 ncighbourgrowne yp apace, in deuotion , ati 
vertue , conſidering that himſelfe is not f@ 
growne vp, For though it be true , that. the 
ttue lover of our Lord , will not faile to carr 
a knife about him, which peirces himthroug 
at the very hart , becauſe he ſerues not out 
} Lord fo well as hee ought, and might ; yer fol- 
| {owes it not from hence, that, by ſeeing ano- 
| ther ſeruant of God thrice, faſter_in ſpirit then 
baimſclfe , he muſt therefore be ſorry for it or 
diſmayed by it. But rather, the eaſe, and com- 
| fort, which is toſerue you for aremedy againlt 
that much greite, which your ſoule receiues 
becauſe your ſelfe doe not ſerue our Lord, ſotf 
wellas you ſhould, muſt be ro conſider , that 
tough you { through your weakenes ) doe nat 
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chat, towhich you are obliged yer there are 
others, who comply with thac yery thing, 
which you deſire; whichis, greatly to glorihe, 

and ſcrue our Lord. | 

But as for that other kinde of diſmay , to 

which ſome are ſubie& ; I conceiue that it 
growes but from ſelfe-loue, for it is certaine, 

that if the end why atrue louer of our Lord, 
deſires much toſerue him be, that his God may 
$| be honoured, and glorified, (who isglorihed, 
Ount as wellby the ſanctity , which is inthe ſoule of | 
another, as if it were in his owne ) it followes, 
that he is to haue much oy, to ſee that others 

$1 goc increaſing in theſervice of our lord, though 
*F1 it be true on the other fide , that he may bein 
paine, becauſe he ſerues him notſoe well, 

| You ſec heere my good liſter , what that is 

to which you muſt attend ,inthis paradiſe of 
the millitant Church , ( where our Lord placed 
| you, when hecalled you ro his loue,, and to his 
| grace ) if you will alſo goe on to enioye the 
fruite which is gathcred from his hand, inthe 
triumphant Church of his glory. In which I be. | 


—__—_—— 


ſeechour Lord , that wee all may glorify him, 


| and praiſe him, and cnioye him for alleternitie. 
{ Amen, 


| 
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A letter of the Authour to a certaine poore man , why 
| . wascalledlohn of God, Hewas of Granada 

3. and begged almes for the poore, He animaltes bin 
to the loue and ſeruice of paore people ; but yet ſoe a 
that be muſt not forgent bis oypne particular dens 
trons, | f 
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haueyou ſay , that I acknowledge you not 
for my ſonne. For if you ſay that becauſe you 
are wicked, you deſerueit not; for the ſamerea- 
ſon, Ideſerue not tobe your fatber, and there- 
fore I may ill deſpiſe you, who am my ſelke 
more worthy to be deſpiſed. Burt fince our lord 
houlds vs all for his, though we be ſoe miſera- 
bly weake, it is but reaſonable that we learne 
to be mercifull one towards another, & that we 
ſupport one another with Chariric, as he doth, 
I haue my good brother a great delire that 
you ſhould beableto giue a good accounte, of 
that which our lord hath recommeded to you;| 
For the good and faithfull ſcruant muſt looke| 
to gaine fine other talents, to the five which were| 
[given himat,the firſt, That ſo, he may heare| 
from the mouth of our lord. Retyce thou good| 
and faithfull ſeruant thou haft beene fauhfull in the| 
few things which I haut recommended to thee , and 
[ wid place thee ouer many. , . 12 
You muſt take care of that which is rt 


4 


[ Haue receiued your letter, and I will not 


| 


———— 


| 
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-ommended to you concerning others, in ſuch 
ſort , as that you forger not your owne ſoule. 
But yet know that the man , whoof all others 
:« moſt recommended to you , is your ſelfe, 
For it will profict you: but little though you 
hould draweall the world, out of the durt; if, 
che while, your ſelfe remainetherein, And rhere- 


ſceke out ſome firt of-tyme , wherein you may 
diſpatch your owne deuotions, andthat dayly 


: you heare Maſſe . and ypon euery ſunday , rhe 
| ſermon. And eſpecially., take heede, that you 


conuerſe not much , with woemen. For you 
cannot be ignorant , that they be that ſnare, 


| whiciathe deuill ſerts, for the fall of ſuch as ſerue 


God. You know how David finned, by looking 


| vypon one of them; and Salomon, his Sonne, ſinned 
| with many , and he walked foe farre our of hi 


| witts , as tO place Idolls in the temple of onr Lord. 


by the misfortunes of others. Deceiue not your 
(clte with ſaying , I deſire to doe them good. For 


| vncer the mantle of theſe good deſires, doethoſe 


daungers lurke , when prudence accompanyes 


i Ct —— 


not the ſame, An. God is farre from deſiring, 
the Spirituall hurt of my ſelfe. 


y hichyou are {ubie; I have already written to 


fore, I once againe encharge you, that ſtill you | 


| And fince we are ſoe. much more weake then þ 
{| they, lett vs be afraid to fall, and rake warning 


twat I should procure the good of another, with | 
Concerning thoſe temporall neceſlities to 


you, that there 1s euery where ſuch abundice of 


— cc _ 


Warts, as that when weaske any releife . they lay 


, 
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that they haue enough more neere at hand 
] whome they are to remedy, And thought that 
| my Lord the Duke of Sella had ſent you that, 
which might ſerue the turne, becauſe they tould 
me; you had ſollicited him for ſome releife, If 
he haue not done it, defire it of him a ſecond 
| tyme, for he will ſend is. He loues you much, 
for the care you haue of the pogre,andit he doe 
'nor, our Lord will prouide, though hee make 
' you ſtay a while, Rs | 
I haue reioyced much inthe charitie which, 
you haue found, inthat other houſe , whereof| 
[youſpeake. Rerurne my ſalutations tro him, | 
' whoſent themby you to mee. And becauſe] 
amnow in my tourney, I write noe more at; 

| this tyme; but onely that you muſt remaine all! 

| fixed in Ieſ#s Chrill our Lord, who will prote& 
znd fauour you, And that you looke well to 
your ſelfe, and that the deuill may haue noe: 

| cauſe toreioyce by hauing induced you to fin- 

| ne, but that God may take gelight in your pe- 

| nance for that whichis paſt, & inyouramend- 

| ment for that which is to come; And ſoe the 

| holy ghoſt be with you. Amen. 
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A letter to one whoe had ſome deſires to ſerue Gid bat 
nat the conraze to beginn, He animates her greatly 
to confide in God. He teaches ber how to loue certai- 
ne perſons who had offended ber , and hee gines res 
medies both azainſt ſcruples , and vaine glorie. 


doe much reioyce;at the holy deſires which 
| you haue to pleaſe ourlord, butT aminpai- | 
| 4 ncto conſider your pultllanimitie , in execu- | 
tivg the ſame, For I hould it to bea ſtrange ill 
718} thing, that one ſhould preſume to remaine in 
8 | che vanitie of this life, and not preſume to ad- 
[|| ucoture ypon the making of a new match with 
God , conftiding in the ſame God. For what 
mi was there cuer,ſince there wereſuch things 
inthe world as men, who hoping in Gad, and 
| procuringto line according to his comaund- 
ments , was forſaken by him? whoeeuer in- 
uoked him, with an intyre , and perſcuering 
hart, and \vas not heard by him 2 Nay he goes 
ſeeking vs , and inciting ys to ſerue him, What 
poſlibilitie therefore is there , bur thatfince he 
is good, and true of his word, he myſt come 
forth to meete, and caſt his armes a bout our 
neckes, andoe ys fauour, when we make to- 
wards him, He wil, infallibly he wil, and that 
incomparably more completely ; as S. Paule 
afirmes , then we know how to thinke. 
| ._ Beginne you ſeruiant of God , caſt your ſelfe 
D 
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vpon him, andconfide, that he whoe gaue yoy 
the deſire, willgine you ſtrength to worke, & 
courage to make an end, For he calls not ypan 
ſuch asſleepe to wake them, but tothe end tha 
he may doe them many fauours , when they are 
awake. Beginne with diligence, and feruour, 
yea ahd with a kindeof ſtrife ; for there is not 
a worſcthing: thena faint beginner , who ſtil 
takes much care to regale him ſelfe , & to con- 
tent the wotld. Shut your eyes, againſt both 
| humaine prayſes, & diſpraiſes , for you ſhal 
quickly fee both the prayſer , and the praiſe 
turned into duſt, and athes, and him alſoe what 
is honoured ', and diſhonoured, An wee ſha 
all be preſented, before the tribunall of on 
lord ; where the mouth of wickednes sball be ſtoppe 
and vertue ſhall be highly exalted. In them 
nerymelay you faſt hold on the Croſſe , & fe 
lowhim whoe was diſhonoured , and loſt h 
life vpon it for you. And hide your ſelfe in the} 
woundes , that when our lord comes for yo 
he may finde you there and may beaurifie yt 
with his graces, and maygiue him eife to y{ 
as yout reward, for hauing leftalil things, a 
your ſelfe with them for his ſake. 

Buto how little doth he leaue, who cuenl 
ues all ! fince he leaues but that which he ml 
quickly leaue whether he wiil or noe, yead 
euen the enioying it, is agreat miſery ; {incet 
thatwhichis not God, is but waight, and | 
row to theſoule.God onely,is fufficiet for yl 
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open therefore your hart, and enioye him,f 
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ſhall finde him more ſweete, & much more full 
of loue,then you could haue thought, 
Sometymes I wonder within my ſelfe, to, 
thinke how one either doth or can wiſhill to 
another, ſince Chriſt our lordis inthe middeſt 
betweene them both. How can he be diſguſted 
with the body, who loues or ought to loue the 
head? doe you not know that when our lord 
roſe from death to lite , & appearedrto his diſci- 
ples, he placed him ſelſe in the midſt of them , and 
[not at the head or els where, And this vpon 
ivhat reaſon, but to make vs vnderſtand that 
he isin the midit of vs, and that we cannot doe, 
yea or euen delire to hurt any body , but that 
firſt ir muſt paſſe through him. He who loues 
not his neighbour , loues not Chriſt our lord, 
and as for him whoe loues not Chriſt our lord 
it were better for ſucha one hot to haue beene 
borne, fince he arriues not to know for what 
he was created , which was to loue our lord. 
Conceiue that your neighbours arc a certaine 
thing which mcerely c6ocernes Chriſt ourlord, 
that they are his Images, and the creatures for 
which he gauc his blood, And therefore ſay, 
How 5hall I wisb ill to him , whom my lord loues? 
How 5hall I be ableto defire death tohim , to whom 
my lord will give life, M1 7 lord dyed for thiſe perſons, 

B | 41d would yer avaineneiurne to dye for them, if itwere 
needefull; and sball I then faile to lowe that man, who 
Is foe much blrwed by bim 2 what doth it import mee, 

tf they doe me ill offices, for 1 love them not for what 
they are , nor for any thing which they doe to mee; 
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vpon him, andconfige, that he whoe gaue you! 
the deſircwill g1ue you ſtrength to worke, & 
courage to make an end, For he calls not vpon, 
ſuchasſſeepc to wake chem, buttotheend that 
'he hay Ube chem many fauours , when they are 
 awzKke, Begirne with ne and' feruour, 
yea afid ith a.Kindeof ſtrife ; for there is nor 
a worſething thena faint beginner , who ſtill 
takes much carcto regale him ſelfe , & to con- 
rentthewotld. Shur your cyes, againſt both 
| burnaine prayſes, & difpraiſes , for you ſh; 
quicklyſce both the prayſcr , and the praiſed] 
tur ned i into duſt,and athes,and him alſoe whog De 
| (ot red ', and diſhotioured.” An wee ſhal 
preſented, before the tribunall of out 
oy Here the mouth of wickednes hall be ſtopped 
BE true fhallbehighly exalred, Inthe mes 
erymelay you faſthould on the Croſſe , & fol 
+15wHMini Whoe was diſhonoured:, and loſt h 
if gon 7pon It Fforyou:Agd hide your rſelfein cho ole 
unges”, that wheftour lord comes for you 
f fnde youthere; and may+beaurifie yot 
faces, - and#rnayyiue: -him ſelfe to 7% 
Eteward ; for haurng leftall things, ar 
oefelfe with them for his ſake. 
Butohow litleddth/heleaue, whoeuen lea] | 
| ues all? fince he leanesburthar which he muf 
1 quickly leaue whe cher he will or noe, yea al d 
even theenioying it , 15 agreat miſery ; : fince all 
that whichis not God, is but waight, and ſor; 
row to the foule,God: es Mes for as RG 
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ſhall finde him more ſweete, & much more full 
| of loue, then you could haue thought. 
| Sometymes I wonder within my ſelfe, to 

thinke how one either doth or can wiſhill to 
another, ſince Chriſt our lord is in the middeſt 
betweene them both, How can he be diſguſted 
| with the body, who loues or ought to loue the 
head? doe you not know that when our lord 
roſe from deathto life , & appearedto his difci- | 
ples, he placed him ſelſe im the midſt of them , and. 
[not at the head or els where, And this vpon 
[ what reaſon, but to make vs vnderſtand that 
he isin the midiſt of vs, and that we cannot doe, 
yea or euen deſire to hurt any body , but that 
firſt ir muſt paſſe through him. He who loues | 
not his neighbour , loues not Chriſt our lord, | 
and as for him whoe loues not Chriſt our lord 
it were better for ſucha one hot to haue beene 
borne, ſince he arriues not to know for what 
[he was created , which was to loue our lord. 
Conceiue that your neighbours are a certaine 
thing which meerely c6cernes Chriſt ourlord, 
that they arc his Images, and the. creatures for | 
which he gaue his blood. And therefore ſay, 
How $hall L wisb ill to him , whom my lord loues? 
How #hall I be able to defore death to him , te whom | 
my lord will gine life, My lord dyed for th:ſe perſons, 
«nd would yet againe returne to dye for them, if it were 
. | needefull; and sball I then faile to lowe that man, who 
is ſoe much bil»wed by him > what doth it import mee, 
| *fthey doe me ill offices, for 1 lone them not for what 
| they are , nor for any thing which they doe to mee; 
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1 love them for ChriR}'s ſake; and what then haue then 
| ill deedes to dor, towards the making metake that loue' 
from'thew , winch I carried io them , for Chriſt's ſake. 
I beſeech God they may be great in bu preſence &x that} 
| they mnay enioy him , and he them that [oe there may 
be more temples , wherein my lord may dwell , 
| ſonles which may preiſe and ſerne him , and moiy| 
harts which may lone bim , for be defernes them alli} 
And whenſoener you ſce them ſay; O lord dal 
thok poſſeſe thofe ſoules , and lett them be onely think] 
| Olordlett them entoye thee , for thou haſt a minde tl 
|| cammnicatethy ſelfe to all, O lord they are ſie many| 
1 Images of thee, make them like to theemore and more} 
j | ; . 
| & both to them & mee, &7 to all gine pardgn,vrace, @| 
| glory. If your tongue will not fay this , yer Ie 
| yout ſpirit ſay it, and lift vp your hart to on 
| lord , demaunding fuccour of him and ſaying | 
| © lord for thy tone and nat for therrs , and by litth 
| and little, yon ſhall finde your ſelfe in peact 
| And if there thanceto be any warre , bee na 
F oucrcome therein, and doe nor ſay, or doe any 
thing which may be againſt their good, and 
conſent not to any thing in your hart which 
be of difaduantage to them, ; 
The ſcruples cocerning your cofeſſions,ares If 
temptation wherewith the deuill tormets youy 
& depriues you of theſweerenes of your ſouls 


| 


and leaues you withour guſt in the things of 
| God. Forthecreature who is ſcrupulous, is nd | 
fit either to loue God, orto confide in him, nll 
dothhelikethe way which God houlds with | 

him, andihen he goes to looke other ways | 


————. 
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which may picaſe him ſelte better, becauſe he 
elf | fndes not that, in Gods wayes , which giues 
18 | him guſt. And this {ſcrupulous perſon hath the | 
8 | @ultof all, for he raiſes theſtorme, where the- 
rewas a calme , and bee found it in his owne, 
way,and not in the way of God, whichis very | 
ſmooth and plaine, 
Make you aleſt of ſuch things, & ſubmit your 
ſelfe to that which , your ghoſtly-father ſhall | 
 ordaine;& be not carryed away with ſcruples, 
nor with yqur owne conceipt , butſay , my lord 
God 15 n6t la , 1 doethat which they comaun- 
| dee in his name, and.l am to, account to bins for 
nee more, Shall I be plaine with you make haſt, 
make haſtto loue, and theſe ſcruples will fall 
away , which riſe but from a fearctull hart, 
| For perfett out Caſts feare out of deores. Pray to our 
lord & ſay. Deus meus Huminatenebras meas, And 
] confide you.in his mercie, that {cruing him he 
| will be goodto you, and will dayly be giuing 
you to vnderſtand your faults , that you may 
mend them, 
I would alſoe have youlaugh at the tempta- 

i | tion of yaineglory, and ſay to it. Neither wall I doe 
4 | /t, ner leane 10 doe it, for thee. Olord to thee it w, 
if | 'hat { offer whet ſoener 1 can doe , or ſay , or thinke. 
'J Ang when, yaineglorie comes againe, ſay to ; 
oy | itthus, Thou comelt too Late, for it is already ginen | 
i | God. Itisa good aduiſe , that beginners are | 
| todoenothing extcriourly which may ſeeme: 
| tobe of much ſanigy, for being younge and: 
[tender and all their buſines being but yer in 
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| Ker: the winde will doe them hurt ; row 1 itis is 


better for them to hide their graces, then to 
ſhewthem. Andſoe muſt you doe for as much 
as poſſibly you can; and that whichyou cannor 
:conceale, doe freely and without feare. And 
ſtraite caſt vp your hart toour Lord, and fay, 
| Non nobu Domme , non nobts , ſed nomini tuo dg 
\glefiam. Or els you may ay, Gloria Part, @ 
 Fulio , & Spiritai ſanto, 

And for concluſion , I recommend to you, 
hat you caſt all thatour of your hart, whichis 
not God, and that in this Ko you loue tea- 
res, ſolitude, humilicie, and penance; and lett 
your eyes be cuer turned to our Lord, that your 


| by working you ſhall grow to vnderſtand that, 


wr” wp 
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| beforeyou, follow him heere with your Crolls| 
| [and one Fay you ſhall be with him in heauen, * 


| feete may be aelinered from the ſnare. Pur the law 


oF God in praiſe, and you ſhall ſce how he 
will ſweeten your way , and how he will 
caſt your. enemies vnder your feete. And 


which you knowe not how to conceaue, either | 
oy {| edking or hearing. For in this way of God, 
hel: tepid and talking people Jearne Tier e, and! S | 
they whoe are diligent in putting the band roll 
 workelearne much. Our Lord leſws Chrif g0es| | 
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| 4 Letter of the Authour to a fred who- 
me he animates to ſerue God ingood 
earneſt, He shewes the vanity and 
miſer 'y of the world, and the happines 
which ts obtainea by ſeruing God. 


$ he, yhoe hoping for thegood ſucceſſe 
of what he deſires, reioyces when he ſees 
ſome likelyhood thereof x and although that | 
likelyhood be not very great yet it giues- hitn | 
noe little joye, through the excelle, of his de(t- 
re: ſoe my ſoule is filled with comfort by your 
Letter; for me thinkes the wordes conteyned 
thercin, giue me a hope andtaſte of ſomewhat 
{ which hath reaſon to make mee gladd , and 
which if it might once take full eftet, would 
| breede a ioy in meeſoe yery great, as would be | , 
equalled by few others, | 
| Mygood Sir, I defire to ſce that foule of 
| yours ynbeguiled and diſcharged from the 
_ | many yanities, which are affeRed, and frequen- 
[ted in this world ; and that you would beleeue 
| with a faithfull hart, that your true repoſe -con- I 
| liſts 'not in any other ,. then in him whoe| '4 
created all things , & that you wovld goe vp 
. [and downe fullof care, inſeatch after thiszood, | . | 
H _ beſoe wounded, with the loue' of hin, that | 
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4 and that thou act growne happy, when thou art 
| accommodated with the things of this life, and] 
{rhow haſt hardly any fecling , nor doeſt thou 


{with 'almightic God. Thou knoweſt how to 
| regard', and yalew the honour of :this world, 
_ | which paſſes away, at ſea-full ſpeede, yea and ] 
1 'enen ty tleſt it laſts; ic makesnot the owner the-Þ 

reof , one baires bredeh.che berter,, in che hight 


, 
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a his world, with the beauty and flower the. | 
.redf, might ſceme bur a ſmoake to you, which | 


vanishes. as a Shaddow which hath noe bulke | 
OC: body -and tndeede'a meere deuice, how to | 


be IE enemyes of God, andto preferre the tem- | 
porall before the etcinall. 

Was there cuer (cene any miſcheife foe great! 
as this ? was there cuer ſcene , any cxchaunge 
ſoe pernicious as this ? where are thoſe eyes, 
which ſee not this 2 and that hart which hath 
noefeeling of this: Andyet ſoegreatis our frail- | 
tie; thar # Chriſt our Lord did not awake vs, 
and: make vsvnderſtand this truth, it would be li 
 noe'more poſlible for ys to be delinered from er- 
roar ; a deceite then it is polsible, in nature 
fora blinde man, to ſee, ora dead man, to liue. | 
Ochou-miſerable man, who art worthy to be. 
lamented with a flood of teares! who art ſoe] 
vehemently inclyned to that which hurts thee | 
moſt,,andyet Lookin withal}, that it is good} 
for thee. Thou thinkeſt that all hark oone well, 


+a #1 


_ 


= 


——_ — 


thinke ir worththelamenting , ro bein enmity | 


7 
q 
£ 


_y _ 


preſence of G od; 'and thou beſt: :goe care at 2 
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n fooles , working {uch as he; it, to[f 
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| the Court of that diuine Maieſtie, Thou feareft 


I | that bage affront , whichis reſerued and threat- 


[And any trifle which concernes thy ſelf, offends 


|| Oneof theſe two things is infallibly-rrue. 
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whether thou be honoured or dishonoured, m 


ſome little affront , which heere may threaten | 
thee; bur thou ſeekeſt for noe remedy, againſt 


ned at the latter day, to all ſuch as shall nor haue | 
done honour to our Lord, with a lively faich, 
and true obedience. Thou makeſt much account 
of thy (elfe, and little of almighrie God, for thou ' 
fulf!leſt thyne owne will , in diſpight of his, 


em 


chee much; and, the while, thou haſt noe care at | 
all , of that which highly concernes the honour | 
of God, Thou lineſt after thine owne fashion, 
that thou maiſt be wholly miferable; and thou * 
ligeſt not as God ywould hane thee , whoe is fu- | 
|preme felicity. - 


[Either thar the light of the koly ghoſt, muſt be | 
that which vrpes & enforces this blindnes vpon 

vs, which cannot be ,'or els, that the great ror- 

ment, Which is prouided for ſtnne will, one day, | 
open the eyes of ſuch deceived perſons, when 
there will be noe remedytor their miſery, For as 
$, Grezory faith, The eyes which finne sbutts, paine 
opens. And therefore Sir, if you loue your ſoule, 


ifyou feare almiglitic God, it your hart be nox 


this life;and how. many you haue knowne,whoe 


b& |Þciog well accommodatedahd ſupported heere, | 


= 


God hath commanded to goe hence, and thar' 


- 


|of flint, looke carcfully vpon the shortnes' of }, 
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would haue wiſhed, but complayning that the 
world had deceiued the,&rhatfor loue thereof, 
they had neglefted the ſeruice of our Lord, 
That which they were, wee arc, & where the 
bearrived, we ſhall arriue, and the ſame cart} 
muſt recciue ys all, & conuert vs allinto it ſelfe, 

For what therefore doe we ſtay > By what 
are wee deteyned 2 What is that, which decei- 
ues vs, and makes vs ſoe profoundly careleſle, 
of 2 bulines which ſoc highly imports 2 What 
makes vs thinke that it'concernes vs little, 
notwithſtanding that noe other thing import 

vs at all, in compariſon of this 2 And if 
| wee ſhall confeſſe , that we hould it to be 
1 highly important , why then doe wee labour 
foe little for it 2 why doe wee ſpend foe few 


howers about it 2 Why doe we try ſoe few con- 
cluſions to obtaine it 2 why doe we aske foe 
little aduiſe, how we may contriue it: Is itrea- 
fonthat any little fitt of = , Which wee en- 


ploy about this buſines, ſhould ſeeme ſoe great 
a matter, whereas yet wee neuer thinke much 
and be neuer weary, how much ſocuertyme we 
ſpend vpon the buſines of this world 2 If any 
queſtion be moued, about expence to be made 
| ypon ſome preſent occaſion of yanitie, how 
] magnificent are we wont to ſhew our ſclues; 
but how miſerly, on the other fide,in any thing 
{| whichit concernesvs to doe for the honour gf 
| God ,and rhe good of our neighbours, Inth 
\ former caſe noe conſideration is had , either ol 
1.children,or prouifionotherwilſc for the howlg 
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but all that, is laid afide, for the reſpe&t which 
is had to ſome curioſity, But in the latter, ſucha 
heape of conſiderations, & reaſons are brought 
into diſcourſe , asſerue to ſhutt the purſe, and | 
to tye vp the hands from that good worke, | 
But what ſhall I ſay of this other proofe of 
-our frailty 2 Our whole life proclaimes with a 
loud voyce, that wee valuethe preſent world, 
|| | more then the future+ the exteriour, then the 
Us | interiour ; riches, then goodnes, For that thing 
| |docwelouebeſt, which wedefire moſtto ob- 
| [taine, whenwe want it, arid which we labour 
| |togett with moſt anxiety ; & wherein wee ioye 
| [moſt when wee haue it, and for which wee ſor- 
's {row moſt when wee looſe it. And if the caſc 
"8 [arriue, wherein we muſt looſe the one or the | 
other, ,we put our good conſcience in hazard, 
[for putting that in executis, which the honour, | 
|| |orprofitt or pleaſure of this world ſuggeſts. 

; __. The day will come, and that quickly, 
if | when thoſe worldly perſons will finde them- 
| | {clues ftraungely diſappointed, and hauing loſt 


and poore, and in the extremity of confuſion, 


= = 
% 


|alltheir labours,and leauing the fruites heereof 
| behind them, they ſhall be preſented all naked | 


before him , who ſent them hither, not tothe 
end thatthey ſhould goe fooling after vanities, 
but that they might paſſe through theſe rem- 
Ry things, without ſtaying or ſetting their 
I" . |Rarts vponthem, and that hauing their bodyes 
| beere wi carth their foules might be oi 

, [ing toheauenly things, Andthat though they 
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| world; bur that like children who imitate their 
| father, they might bepureand true, and pious, 
| and humble , and meeke, and that they might 


acighbours. 


which he was ſent, into this world 2 what will | 
he be able todoe, by whoſe thought it hath not | 
foe much as paſled , that he muſt once beginne 
eo attendto it, but who forgetting the purity, 
and perfection of achriſtian life , whereby hee 
wasto imitatealmighty God, hath defiled hims | 
(elfe , in the mudd of carth, and hath procce- 
dedlike ſome foolish boy, who, being ſent a- 
bout buſines,, would needes ſtay-ro pale his} 
tyme, andplay with other boyes; or els loyter| 
for ſeeing of ſome vaine show, and neither did} 
thatwhich he was commaunded, nor ſoc much |. 
2s remembred where about, he went, till retut- 
ning home at night, without ary anſweare c6-' 
cerning his bufines , heis receiued with repre- 


— 


henſions, and ftripes, by himwho ſent him. ; | 

Let vs awake, whileſt wee haue tyme, and|, 
lett vs haue an eye to that which imports vs] 
moſt, and which is tolaſt for encr. And lett vs||. 
ieate vanity eo vaine perſons ; for both it, and; 
| they ſhall periſh. [Let vs raiſe our eyes i ; 
[tim , who gaue vs 2h life and being, which weeſy 
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line inflesh; yet they should not liue according |; 
tothe defires thereof , and though they dwell in}: 
the world, yet not to haue the conditions of the| 


{eeke after the gtory of God, & thegood of their | 


| What will heebe able to doeat that day, | 
who ſhall not have performed the thing , for | 
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{was full of torments, and reproaches, did he 


| of our harts, and letrt vs curethat init, which 1; | 
| wounded. Lett vs vntye the fetters' of our 
| linnes, Let vs procure to redrefle our ſelues in 
|that which-giues vs moſt cauſe of feare, And | 


|coming of our Lord, and that we may be found 


combarts of this world, and of the flesh. Ma- | 


——— 


|the end that we might not looſe ours, And 
{with great labour he taught vs the way , whe- | 


a 
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 haue ; and afterwards gaue his owne lite, to | 


reby we were to walke; and by a dearh which | 


encourage andtrengthen ys towards the pur- 
chaſe of yertue; and he obteyned grace for ys, 
whereby we might be abletoſerue, and pleaſe 
almightic God, | 


|  Lettvsſcarch into the moſt hidden corners| 


let vs appeaſe the clamorous remorſe of our | 
Conſcience, with doing that which God com- 
maunds by the Dictamen thereof, that'ſoe all | 
things being once well ordered, and agreed, we 
may like trae and watchfull ſeruants expe rhe 


with tapers lighted in onr hands , and wu ourloynes 


Retoyce thou good and fauhfull ſervant, whoe baſl bene 
faithfull in leſſer thinzs ; I will place thee ouer greater, 
Enter tho into the iny of thy Lord, - 

That is the daye for which good chriſtians 
hope, and in c6templation whereof, they, who | 
live heere in paine, doe intyme pafle through 
it, with much patience, And this expectation 
of that crowne, gives them hart, to endurethe | 


; | 
zrt, and that we may heare that ſ{weete word. | 


King cleQtion of abaſ ement heere,for that eter- 
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; "FM inflesh; yet they Should not live according 


rothedefires thereof , andthough they dwell in 
the world, yet not to haue the conditions of the 
| world ; but that like children who imitace their 
father, they might bepureand true, and pious, 
| and humble , and meeke, and that they might 
ſceke after the glory of God, & the good of their 
ncighbours. 
What will hee be able to doe at that day, 
' who ſhall not have performed the thing , for | 
which he was ſent, into this world 2 what will | 
he be able todoe, by whotc thought it hath not | 
| (oe much as paſled , that he mult once beginne 
to attend toyr, but who forgetting the purity, | 
and perfection of achriſtian life , whereby hee 
was to imitatealmighty God, hath defiled him- 
| elfe, in the mudd of carth, and hath procee- 
ded like ſome foolish boy, who, being ſent a-| 
bout buſines, would needes ſtay to paſle his! 
| tyme, andplay with other boyes; or els loyter: 
| for ſceing of ſome vaine show, and neither did 
that which he was commaunded, nor ſoc much | 
{ as remembred where about, he went, till retur- | 
aing home at night, without ary anſweare co- 
cerning his bulines , heis receiued with repre- 
| enſions, and ſtripes, by him who ſent him. 
Let vs awake, whileſt wee haue tyme, and |, 
lett vs baue an eye to that which imports vs 
| moſt, and which is tolaſt for ener. And lett vs 
q eaue vanity to vaine perſons; for both it, and 
| caey {hall periſh, Let'vs raiſe our eyes towards 
/ 11m, who gaue vs the life and beins, which wee 
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haue; and afterwards gaue his owne lite, to 
the end that we might not looſe ours. And 

withgreat labour he taught vs the way , whe- | 
reby we were to walke; and by a dearh which | 
was full of torments, and reproaches, did he |} 
encourage and ſtrengthen vs towards the pur- | 
chaſe of yertue; and he obteyned gracefor ys, 
whereby we mighr be ableto ſerue, and pleaſe 
almightie God, 


l 


Lett vs ſearch into the moſt hidden corners} 
of our harts, and lett vs curethat init, which i: | 
wounded. Lett vs vntye the fetters of our 
ſinnes, Let vs procure to redrefle our {clues in 
thar which giues vs moſt cauſe of teare, And | 
let vs appeaſe the clamorous remorſe of our | 
Conſcience, with doing that which God com- 
maunds by the Dictamen thereof, that ſoe all 
things being once well ordered, and agreed, we 
may like true and watchfull ſeruants expe&trhe 
coming of our Lord, and that we may be found | 
wth tapers lizhted in onr hands , and with onr loynes 
et, and that we may heare that ſweete word. | 
Retoyce thou good and fauhfuillſeruant, whoe baſi bene 
faithfull in leſſer linss «_ wall pla ce thee ouer greater, 
Enter thog into the iny of thy Lord, — 

That is the daye for which good chriſtians | 
hope, and incotemplation whereof, they, who | 
live heere in paine, doe intyme paſle through 
it, with much patience, And this expe&ation 
of that crowne, giues them hart, to endurethe 
comoatts of this world, and of the flesh. Ma- | 


King cicition of abaſement heere, for that eter- 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.8. | 
| nall aduancement; and of this liort lamenta- ||} 
tion, For that delight , which {hall haue noe 
| end; of looling their will hcere that they may 

haue it cuerlaſtingly vnited to the will of God, 
| in heauen, Where they ſhall haue nothing 
which may diſguſt them, bur all that ſhall be 
done, which may content them, For they ſhall|ſ_ 
polleſſe almightic God, astheir moſt rich trea- 
ſure, in whome is contcyned all Good, 

IF our Lord haue yet begunne to vilit 
that ſoule of yours , you will vnderſtand what 
| Ifay, and you will profitt by it, If not ( which 
God forbidd ) it will be but the hearing of a 
ſtory, which is inſtantly forgotten, Ideſirethat 
\ - {Chriſt our Lord, may be the Loze of you , and 
| - [ofmy ladyyourwife, whoſedefire to ſee mee, 
| I pray God reward.But thinke no more of your|fj | 
coming this way, till firſt God ſhall haue foe 
diſpoſed , that I may goe thither to you ,«the 
rather becauſe I alſoe defire , that it may 


be ſoe. 
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 {lencr to an affiited lady wheſe ſicknes hindered | 
certaine denottons Which shee hat beene wont to 
ve Heteacbes ber bow to finde peace , «nd true 
repoſe which us noe where but in God. And of the 
great care , wherewiuh she Was to provide that | 
the forbearance which sbe vſed of ber exerciſes of 
ſprrit in ber ſicknes , might net proceede from | 
repiditie, 


| 
| 
$ 


| 


b 


HE beſt comfort in thoſe afflitions 
] which come ypon vs againſt our will,is, | 

not to haue committed any fault ; which 

O 

ce Which ſtands right , will cafily beare any 
weight which you can lay vpon it, but toa 
conſcience which is impure, any little burden 
isintollerable, If men knew as well how to 
leeke the meanes of true repoſe, as they know 
how to defire the thing, they ſhould enioye it, 
andnot remaine with the ſole delire thereof, 
Iris the expreſle lawe of God, thatthey who 
haue deſires of any other thing then hiry, ſhall 
deſubie& to torment, whether the thing be ob- 
teyned or not obteyned, For \uppoliag the 
ting be had which they dcfired, yet can they 
not compleately cnioye it, through the remor- | 
le which their conſcience brings 


* * © | 
, and if it can 


notbe had, they arcracked by the delay of zhe 


might occaſion their coming. For aconlcien- | 
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| vabeguileſuch men, and free them from their 


The pure dctire of God, is very contrary} 
to this. For if Dauid ſay , Len the hart revyce, 
which goes but eucn in ſcarci of God, what kinde 
ofthing will it be to finde him out ? If the han- 
oer of ſeeking giue them 1oye, what will the] 
being ſatisfied, at that table, doe? He therefore| 
who deſires to finde peace,and true repoſe, muſt 


reſolue to forgoe his owne appetytes, & mult 


boldly and faithfully lodge himſelf in the will 


of our Lord ; and ſoc he thall neither be tum. 
bled vpand downe in the darke, nor be aftlic-| 
ted otherwiſe, by the arriuailof {trange euents,| 

But who will now procure that the ſonnes| 
of men may attEnd to that, which God exatts 


at their hands? How longe will you be beany half 


1ed, and lone vanity, and ſethe after lyes* who ſhall 


blincencs as goeſecking peaceand finde warre,| 


yea and by the ſame way whercin they ſeckeit, 


they looſc it. Let the whole world yader{tand 
once for all, that as there is noe more then one 
| God, foe is there noc more tnen one true repo- 
ſe. Andas, without the true God, there is noe 


God; ſoe out of his repoſe, tierc is noe repoſe, | |. 
Certainely the mountaines werelyers , and foe vr. tht 
multitudes of the valleys, and onely in onr : crd God 


| there 5 true ſaluation. This ſay they , whoe after 


they are well wearied vpon the experience. of 
their owne vaine delires , arriue to know at 
length , both what God is, and what hee is to 


them whoſeeke him. 


Madam , we haue nor in our houſe a bitt of | 


bready 
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bread; which wec may giue our treind to cate, | 
who is coming fiom abroad vnlelle we goe 
| borrow it of our neighbour , who is God made 
| man, and orice .vho withall is ſoe neertys, as 
that he is our head, and both our father and our 
ther, He who will lifthis eyes vpto him,and 
depend, vpon his hand; he who will be a beg- 
gerat his gate; he who will be in deſire of him 
[and growe euen fainte throtigh hunger after, 
nim, ſhall be refrethed by the aboundance of 
1m, which doth as farre exceede the ſatisfa- 
tion which creatures giue ; 4s God him felfe 
exccedes them. But out of God, lett noe mari 
preſume to haue any hunger. For as S. Anzuſtne 
ſaith where ſoener flesh and blould thall expec to fin- 
le a fwines amongſt the creatures , it will findet ſelfe 
leceined, Soe that 4 man may vhtderſtand by ex- 
perience whar difference there is betweene the 
Creatour and the creatures, and ſoe being vn-| 
tyedfromthem, { {ince in then he found nor 
| what heſotight, ) he may goeart laſt with ar in- 
tyre hart to  #g who alone is able tojimparr 
moreto tht ſoule; then it is able to recciue. 
Your ladyſhip muſt not therefore be earryed | 
way; by thatgteaterrour which yet is imbra- | 
.ced by niany great ones of this world, who are 
mightily affected to their owne will, and who 
| wound with particular appetites , and who 
thinke belike, that they are to abound as mycli 
more then others , in defireof things, as they 
arc heere of more eminent ranke 8 ſtate; but 
for my part I ſee not what they gather from 
 PagedÞ. tary 5 © ILOM. 


| * 

4 

& = - nd G'S ® 4 : . , © . 
——_ " > 24 , 


—_— 


lt... it 


_> 


it 


—————_. _— 


— 


_——.. 


—_ 
OO OO Con CE” ———— m _—_——__ 


_—— 


| ther dy&in himſelfe, then liue, in life, Andi 


hence, bur greater torments, For after the rate 
of the defire, is the paine, And as S. Bernard 
ſaith, Let owr proper will ceaſe , and there will noe 
more ve any hell, And ſoe wee may lay , let this 
proper will ceaſe, and there will not be inthe 
world, either any ſinne or any ſorrow, For 
that which comes toys, is not, initſelfe, the 
thing which giues vs paine , but the coming 
of it , when we would not haue it come. And 


that ſoc hee may freethem from many miſeries, 
and may giue vs in exchannge , his owne, 


which is pcaceable, repoſed and Ioyfullintri- 
bulation. . Anda grofle foole is hee, who had 


| rather liue in his owne ſtraitnes , then in the 


latitude of Almightie God; and who hadra 
at any tyme , or in any thing , we haue com- 
mitted this finne , and haue enlarged th 
| raynes to our owne delires , let vs humbk 
our ſelues before the father of mercies , ac 
| knowledging our {innes,and hoping for pa: 
 donat his hands, and taking that paine which 
grew yponvs, by the inordinatenes of our af 
petite, towards the diſcounting and diſcha 
ging of our fault, For by this meanes, God 
wont to take away our linnes like one wit 
ſhould take the boughes or branches of atr 
and ſetting them firſt on fire, ſhould apply the! 
afterwards, to the tree it ſclfe, and ſoe burne! 
Vp, by the rootes, 


Much better it is for a ſinner , that 
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| therefore doth God require our harts of ys, 
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our harts, but of him, or for the loue of lim. | 
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| a great rocky Mounrtaine banging looſc in the | 
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ſhould grow into paine by occaſion of his {tn+ | 
ne, then into peace and reit, For as S, Awgult:- 
ne faith, there us not 4 more wofull thing then the 
temporall felicitie of a ſinner, And as for ys let 
vs learne heereafter , to giue all our deſires to 
God. And as aſtone falls downeward , and 
as fire flyes vpward, and as euery thing in 
fine , makes towards his proper place ; foe let 
our harts fly at full ſpcede, towards the center 
thereof, which is God, EL” 
Who would not be amaſed , to behould. 
ayre , without falling downe to his propet 
place; and who will not wonder to fee a hart 
which was created to repoſe , and reſt in God, 
detaine it ſelfe , in the aye, and lefſe then 
ayre? Therefore whether it be that wee cannot 
take true reſt in any other then in God, or be- 
cauſe this Lord of ours , deſerues, of himſe!- 
te, all our loue, ( {ince be isthe loadeſtone to | 
which all ſpiritts looke ) let vs not fall heere- 
after, into ſuch a folly, as that whercot I ſpae, | 
lett vs not ſpott our honour, let vs not com- 
mitt ſuch a treaſon againlt ſuch alord, asthat 
heereafter , any other defire may enter into 


Andſoewillthe ſadd cloudes of theſe vnpref:- 
table hart-breaking melanchclies , and thcſe 
doth yaine hopes & vaine feares fly from theſe 
tarts of ours, & in their place a new morning 
will rife, which will giue vs Ioy. For toſee the 
light of heaug,is thecauſe of Ioy,butthe blinde. 
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| whois not indeede vnbeguiled concernin g this 


great mercie, and demands nothing of vs , but 
| that, for which hee giues vs meanes.; And not 
| onely hee will not reape where he doth not 


well, put your ſelfe to paine, becauſe you haue 


the ioye of your hart ypon hauing conſolx 


Y = - . 
man cannot diſcerneit, For this did Tobias fay, 
Wat roy cannlt bane in this life , ſjnce I cannot ſee tha 
light of beauen. It is a great truth, that noe mah 


world,can haue any true toy of hart,for though 
hethinke; heeſees, yet indeede it is but alight 
of earth, and not a light of heauen, But after 
this other ſighta man growes cured at the yery 
roote. 

It will be fitt that your ladyſhipp doe not 
thinke, to make the like exerciſes of minde, in 
the way of ſpiritt as before, now that you are 
ſubie& to an vnlike diſpoſition of body, And 
many haue ignorantly afflicted them ſelues fot 
not hauing beene able to weigh, what their 
ſtrength and ſtate would permitt, Ir is cleere 
that with this condition of body wherein you 
arc, you muſt not thinke of keeping the ſame 
mctnod which yott held before ; nor doth our 
lord askeany ſuch things at your hands; fince 
his will is very wife , and tempered alfoe with 


ſowe, but euen when hee ſoyes , he is content 
toreape leſſe , then hee hath ſowed. Your la- 
dyſhip muſt not be diſc6forted for that which 


you are not 4bleto performe, for you might as 


noe wings where withto flye, Doe not place 


tion, or ypon making Prayer, but ypon the ac-| 
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our lord will either giue them both , or els rhe 


| dulation, as an carneſt penny, or introduction | 
| to peace; and prouided that there may be peace | 
detweene God & vs, letany thing come which 
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compliſhmenr of the will of our Lord. And 
ſince his pleaſure is, that the tyme which be- 
foreyou ſpent in praying ſhall now be ſpent in 
vomiting , let it beſoe inthe name of God; and 


| polſeſlg heauen and earth, Andif we betrou- 
bled with any ſcruple, that ſuch or ſucha pu- 
niſhement came to vs for our hauing com- 
mitted ſuch , or ſuch a ſinne, and that God: 
chaltiſes vs now for thething which wee inor- 
dinately deſired before ; inthat cafe , what haue 
we more to doe then to caſt our ſelues at his 
feete, deſiring both correQion and pardon, And 


> xn 


pardon, without the correction, but ncuer the 
corretion , without the pardon, if the tault be 
 notour owne, We muſt rhereforctake any tri- 


he willſend, 

Oneonely thing wee haue to feare in this caſe, 
which is leaſt wee ſhould flubber ouer our ne- | 
gligences, vnder this occaſion and pretcnce, of, 
{ can doe noe more, Wee mult. hcere looke vpon | 
our ſctues with many eyes;for this Evz, which 
lives within vs, is ſoedefirous to be cheriſhed, 
andregaled, and to be walking vp and downe | 
thegarden, and to be eating of the forbidden 
iruite,thatſhe wants nota thouſand innentiss | 


lett his contentement beours, and lett ys more | 
eſteeme thar he be pleaſed, then we would to | 


| 


tO make reaſon belceue, that the demaunds nor | 
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any thing of ſuperfluity, but of meare neceſh- 
tie, and ihe is ina mightic chafe if they belciue 
her not. Madam there is neede heere of two 

things ; : The onethat when wee cicrely ſee, that 


| weeare able in ſuch caſes, ro p erforme our ſpi- 


rituall exerciſes, wee muſt not omitr them, by 


' any meanes, Be not faint in labouring for the 


| Joue of our lord, fince true lJoue knowes not, 


| 


| what it is to þc remiſle, & as you are to be com-, 


pallionate, & pious towards your beloued, oe! 


are you to be ſeuerc, and nothing deficarc to- 
wards your ſelfe, Yo ur ladyſhip ſhalldoe well 
-tocall to minde, what henaell acts the loue 
of Chriſt our lord hath wrought in this world, 
in thoſe harts where it hath dwelt.It hath made 
| them endure priſons , torments , diſhonours, 


| and that with much joy , while!t the great 


| worth of the beloved hath "SP! placed before 


| the eyes of the lozer, And fince it hath wr ought 


| ſoe great effccts in others , ler it not be ſoe 


| vulanen , he 1s the true fred indeede. And though! 


[wake in your ladythipp , as that it cannot 
| | enable you to paſſe through a little affliction, 


for the pleaſing of ſoe high 2 Lord ; by who-| 


| me you thall be "OY MH. the better acc cpted, 
[25 you ihzll come to him with more aftiiction 


Yer ſoc, as that our Lord is not dclirous of 


our paine, but onely of our loue, bur yer it 1s 


| 


| 


{till true witnall, that the truth) x loue 15 hard-| 
'tyi KNOwne, but in 7 4. which puts vsto| 
 paine. For the frewd Who tznds faſt tn 1) wt of TA 


God doe well know , what wee are, withow 
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already , thou complyeff not. And when you are 1n 


| tymes you muſt alſoe beſeech our Lord, to giue 
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making any particular experiment, yer he | 
to trye vs, that wee may know 1t too 3 tar 
foe wee may haue comfort in finding ourlſclues | 
faithfull to him, in point of loue ; and foe may 
live in hope , that wee ſhall goc to enioye our 
beloued for Patience breedes Hope, as S, Paule 
-ſaith, 
| So that this muſt be your method, til you | 
| haue perfect health , that when you arc free 
| from your vomitts & paines, you may CXercice | 
| your minde in ſpirituall things; and at thoſe 


OoUCs 


you light ro know , when it is the flattery of | 


fleſh and blood, and when ir is Iuft neceſhitie, 
which hinders you. For he who vies the, 
Knowledge well which he hath, ſhall obtaine 
light, for that which he knowes nor. But as for 
others , with what face can they aske new 
light , fince it may be anſy cred them thus, 
why defireſt thou 16 know further , what my wil: ] 
and pleaſure is , frnce in that which thiw hnoweſi 


| 


| delires 


— — 


; mind alſoe bee in ſome exerciſe of ſpiritual] 


Ce 


any eaſe , though it bee not much , let your 


things though it be not much , nor with 
much attention , but onely ——_— your 

, and preſenting your ſelfe before 
our Lord. And by this, and withall by not | 
lerting your hart {incke ( for euen the very 
life of the ſoule conſiſts in that ) your Ia- 
dyſhip ſhall paſſe on , vntill that God prouide | 


Otherwiſe, 
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The woman of Samara asked where She was 


| to pray, andour Lordanſweared her , thatit was 


enery where 1 be done , and that ſpivitt. And ſoe 
isthe chriſtian to doe, who in all his workes, is 
to pray to our Lord \not in the mountaine orin 
rhe temple alone, bur i in eating , drinking and 
ſleeping, in healch and in ficknes , referring all 
to God, andioying in all things becauſe he re- 
| celues chem from that holy hand, . 

Your ladyship is to it oreat care , that 


is immenſe, Doe nor thinke that you are to 
ſeeke him, and to finde him but onely i inſuchan 
exprelle place, or dererminate worke, He is 
eucry where, and youare with him, andif you 
ſceke him cuery where, you shall cuery uf 
be ſure to finde him. I reioyced ( ſaith the wiſe 
man ) in all things, becauſe this wiſedome went be. 
| fore mee. And oo doth "WW alloe reioyce, whoe 
in all things behoulds God , performing that 
' which he commaunds , and ever keeping the 
| hart in attention cowards him , and from the 
| contrary flowes ſadnes, and diſcuſt, and de- 
jection of minde,, which is athing to be auoy- 


ded, withmuch diligence. For ( as :ixis written), 


[here is no profitt in ſuch ſadnes. Nay it bring 
much hurt both to our body & to our ſoule, 
and toour neighbour. Whereas: ioy , and com- 
fort giue {trength, and perſeyerance makes our 
ſpirituall enemies grow fadd , it cherishes the 
Giri of God, which dwells in ſuch as arc his 


ſeruants, Foy bo 1s ſpiritt 7 in cheerefull. 


| 


CO Too 


you ſtraighten not che goodnes of God, ſince he 
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| Beſides this, your dye shall doe well> 
ro receiue the Budy of our Lord , now and 


vw, is in the hart , YOU are not to be in paine, 


for that your body i is noe better, And though 
there may be ſome impediment, why wee cati- 
not labour, yer there can be none , why wee 
may not ho So much the more aſt wee loue 


very delirous to gtue {trengrh to that hart which | 
| ſeekes to loue bim, for this tends tothe accom- 


chip may ſoe 2bound on carth , that you may - 
| "x ty to be lodged neere our Lad 1a heauen, 
Amen, 


then, And lince the Iddging which he takes | 


our Lord, becauſe hee 1s both omnipotent, and | 


plichment of thar very thing , which he likes | 
belt of all others both in heanen andearth, and x 
[that is Lone Veherewith I deſire chat yourlady- 
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| Letter of the Author to 4 Lady , whome be had 
greately in charge , and who feared , her ſelfe y 
be troubleſome 10 him. He takes all feare from 
| bhey, and animaltes her to perſeuer in the Way 
vertue , Which she had begun ; and aduiſes he 
to the ſeruice of ber neighbours , as & good mea- 
nes , whereby she might obtaine the guift « 
Contemplation, | 


( 


| FF you knew how great ioy I haue felt in 
my ſoule, by your letters, I beleeue you would 
write often to mee , how carefull ſoeuer the 
dcuill might be, todiſcourageyou. And if you 
knew hoy great favour you doe mee, in letting 
| meſce,that you are c6hdent of my truth to you, 
and if withall you would be pleaſed to make 
tryall of mee, I beleeue you would caſt away a 
2reat number of thoſe imaginations, which the 


O 
deuill brings to you, about the making'you 


| chinke, that you are troubleſome to mee. I, for 


my part, haue nottaken ypon meſo in ieſt, that 
charge of you, which our lord hath put mto my[F 
hands , as that any difticulty could make me 
weary of it, how great ſoeuer it might bec; and 
how much leſſe can I bee weary , when the 
thing it ſelfe is not painefull ro mee, but de- 
 lightfull. I beſeech you, for the lone of ourlord, 
chat you will aske him, whether T loue you or 
noe. For I hope for ſoe much fauour at his 


hands, as that he will tell you 1 doe,foraſmuch 


| 
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as he is a freind of truth, and hee knowes that | 
the thing, indeede, is ſoc. Doe you rt already 
vnder{tid, that this is but atricke of the deuill, 
whereby he would pull downe weake perſons? 


| ceire doth to ſome of your neighbours , when 
they beleiue it? you know well cnough , how 


| of lite, that ſoe, he may carry you away with 


[to chide them , who will not conceiue, that 
they are beloued by their freinds, and how to 
[rake the part of ſuch as are abſent. But now 
why take you not that counſaile for your ſel- 
tc, which you giuc to others ? why will you 
ncedes tire me out, with your incredulitie, as 
| others doe 2 For the loue of him , who was 
|crucifed for vs , let not things palle in this 
| manner ; bur be confident that our lord loues 
you , and imparts truc loue ro mee , for the 
{docing of all that , which is neceſlary for you; 
| & thatthis mult laſt till you ſhall haue gayned 
[the crowne,to which our lord hath called you: 
| which is not to be any little one, nor doc 1 
inde inmy ſelfc, any little toy, that I am hel- 
ping youro gaine the ſame, | 

You mult alſoc forbeare , bothtoſay, and | 
thinke , that the ſtate wherein you are, is a| 
ſtate of condemnation, For that is a meere | 
temptation of the deuill, who delires nothing 
more, then that you may leauc your manner 


him, Andifitſceme to you, that you haue not 
that recolle&ion , which you ought, for my part | 
{Lameglad that vou deſire it, and {1gh forit, Bur | 
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yet you mult notdoe it (oe, as withall to con. 
ceiue, thavyou are not pleaſing to God, in doe. 
ing what you doe, Many tymes men ſcrue God 
more, whilſt chey haue noe recollectis, (ſoc that 
{ yet wichall, they procure it), then with hauing 
it, For ſomety mes, yea and many tymes, the plea. 
ſure of God is that, rothe end wee may vſe Cha- 
ritieto his children, we ſhall forſake the ſweete- 
nes of atxending to hinzſel(e alone, And the Pa- 
triarch Lacob was enamoured of Rachell, who was 
| faire, & he ſerued {cauen yeares, that they might 
2iucher to him, for his wite; and atthecnd the. 


2ainſt his liking, And when he complayned the. 


| reof, they gaue him Lia, the ſiſter of Rachell; a» 


of chatcountry,to beſtow their youngeſt daugh- 
cersfirſt, as he deſired. But they ywished him to: 
marry this ather at that tyme , and that if indee- 
de he loued the yanger as much ag he ſaid, he 
chould labour ſeauen years more for that, and 
then they would alſoe giue herto him, and this 
hee did, and ſoc he obteyned her, | 


Hee who hath a minde to giue himſelfe, as it 
were, in marriageto the beautifull life of recollece 
ion. and deuout prayer, delires that which is very 
200d, But he muit beſtow himſelfein marriage, 
co the life of aFion, and labour. And firſt hee muſt 


employ himſelfe ypon the good of his neigh-| 


bours, and afterwards by perſeuerance, he 5 hall} 


»braine the other, when our Lord $hall finde it}: 
4ct for him, Bur in the meane tyme hee is con- || 
rented with vs,if we will ſigh for this, and if wet 
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reof, they rould him, that it wasnot the faghion 
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will attend to that, Neither is he in the right, 
whoisgladd of buſines, and imployments; nei- 
cher yer is thatother intheright, whoe when he 
is inthe middeſt thereof, goes [till complayning. 
Bur he alone complyes with that which God 
commands, whoe beſtowes his hands, and wor- 
kes vpon the ſeruice of his neighbours; and his 
deſires vpon the ſeruice of our Lord, with more 
recollection. Yer ſtill I ſay, not ſoefarre, as that 
this defire muſt make him complaine; or be dit- 
ouſted, But he muſt haue patience 1n his bulines; 
andin his deſire and loue, he muſt haue quietnes; 
his hands-in one of them, and his eyes, vpon the| 
other. He obeys in the one, and he ſues for the 
other, And as I haue ſaid elſe where, God ſerues 
|himſelfe of ſome, in the firſt life of labour , rather 
then in the ſecond life of repoſe, becauſe wee vie 
to diſguiſe that defire , which indeede we hane 
tobeat liberty, and to follow our owne will , & 
not to beput roondure the impertinences, and 
vexations of others , ynder the colour of giuing 
our ſelues to Con temnlation, 
Our Lord therefore, who knowes foe much 
betrer, then our (elues, what is good for vs, and 
ees that thedeſires of our hart ſome tymes are. 
uch; as I haue (aid, hath care to condudt our 
life,according to that which he tudpes roimport 
'5 moſt, And ſoc, his ſeruants muſt yeilde obe- f 
Cience to himand accept of that, with thankes- 
Rug, which he imvarts. And ifany man con- 
|felle, thar the employment which he hath, is 
1809d, bat thar hee, fr his part, is weake , and 
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| that he ſerues not God therein ſoe well as he 


ought, or as he would ; Tacknowledgethathy 
ſaith true; and I delire, that he will belecue and 
(ſay ſoc (till. For woe be to that foule, which 
preſumes to thinke , that he may conteſt with 
God , any other way , then by begoiny 
mercie, A 

Know you, your ſelfe , for wicked, an{ 
God will wrapp you vp warme ia the mantle 
of his goodnes , and mercie, And euery day 
|hewillgrowe, in doeing you greater fauour, 
And concciue, that ( ſach as you are euen 
now, ) our lord vouchſafcs to like, and loue 
you , but ſoc that you muſt continue in tht 
| warre without turning your backe to his ſet. 
uice, and then yoult mult eſtceme that bd 
hee and I are contented with you. And fine 
| both your father who is in heauen, and you 
vb pirituall father who is on earth, are contented 
with you; you muſt alſce be contented wit 
your ſ{citc. Not ſoc, as that you may giuc oue, 
to proceede, and profitt in the ſcruice of ou 
lord , but that you may not be diſcouraged, 
|diſmayed, in the manner of life which .noj 
[you hould, Anddoeycu alfce confidently be 
leeue, that our Lord is ſerued, by your aboad 
where you are; and this I declare to you, inli 
| name ;zandthat he will comfort you much,: 
| youchſafe to doe you very great fauours, Al 
remember this word well. Be faithfullto Ge 
and turnc not your backe towards hin), Belet 
' ue not the counſaile of the deuill, nor yet« 
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q-ch and bloud. Be bould to trult, and to offer | 
your ſeife rodye for God ; rather then to for- 
ear what you haue begunne, For you ſhall 
quickly ſee, how well God deales with them, 
who ſtand faſt in fighting for his honour, The | 
holy ghoſt.be your conſeruer, and comforter, | 
Amen, 
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A Letter to a deuout freind of ba, 
wherein he shewes how weake , man 
is without God , and how full of 
firength when he 1s placed 2 theb1d- 
: | I 
den part of his face , and What this 
ace ts. 


| 


T HE- peace of our Lord be euer with you. | 
Soe great is our weakenes, and foe craf- 
i |fy and ſtrong arc they wao wage warre a- 
|ganſt vs , that it is noe maruaile, if ſome ty- 

| mes we be OUCrCOMC , but It 1s rather ſtrange 
it we ouercome at any tyme. Or rather in very 
teede wee neucr ouercome : bur Chriſt our 
[Lord ouercomes in vs, who is the firong [yon 
! Iula q and witoe if he {hould leaue VS, 
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P/al, we Were mtaniiy lo be SWaltowed V/} , AS Dau W 
'7. | ſaith, But heforſakes ys not, Yacanks he louts 4 
7 vs, and eſpecially ſuch as place therr bape i in him , ag| ; 
(orgs, the ſame Dauid ſaith, Theu art the defender of all; 
ſuch as hope in thee, And ifat any tyme he hide him l, 
| Cant.2. | ſelfe from vs; it is not becauſe he departs ; - but : 
like aIealous ſpouſe, he ſtands looking threnugh the 
cranyes , to ſee what that ſoule is doeing , whe 
he hath abſented his imbracements from her, 1 
Eſpecially he conſiders, if the ſoulc hauc loſt ha iſ 
end. which his deſire is may remaine ſoeff 
rooted in our harts, that noe winde of tEptationY!: 
may pluck i it vp, but may rather ſtrengthen and. 
ſettle it, belecuing that how much more we xe 
cempted, ſoe niuch more weare beloued by him | 
and how much more we are perlecuted by out 
enemies ſo much more are we cherished by ab} 
mighty God, whoſe care and vigilancy isimcom-| 1 
parably more for our defence, then the {ubrility 
of our cnemies can be for our preiudice. The] fo 
cauſe heereof is, for that he loues vs more, then| 
che deuill abhorres vs and he is more powerfull hi 
thenour flesh is fraile, and he hath a bleſſed pla] 
cc of retreare; wherein Sina moſt ſecure haut, 
and as in the bolbme of a mothicr , he giues har-MY,,. 
bour, toſuch as being wearyed with the tem peſt 
| of tribulations endured for his ſake , Yor, re-M:- 
courle to him. Of this Dauid faid , Thou shall 
hide vs in the hidden parte of thy face; | 

' Dot you not thinke, O my beloued brother, 
| that you $hall be well hidden and ſecute, and 
oyfuil in the face of God 7 But yoit wil aske, 
mY why =_ 
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| why it is called a nidden part. Certainely with | 
Wgrcat reaſon, For as the face of God is not darke 
"F\ but bright according to his diuinitie, ſo yetthe 
[ce of Chriſt our Lord , as God and man, is 
q [aid to be darke and hidden , according to his 
humanity, Bur this not when hw face sbined bke 

the Sonne, 1n Mount T abor, and his garments like the 
- Milizbt; but when he was dishgured ypon Mownt 
"WM Clvary ; when his garments and fleſh were 
"Wdycd redd with the bloud which proceeded |") 
"Wfromhim, as the price of our redemption. It 
you well conſider bis face, growne yellow with 

[his long faſting, and redd with the bufferts and 
"Mrclling, which their blowes had made; & full 

oftcares deſcending from his eyes, & of blood 
[diſtilling from his crowne of thornes, you will 
© beſure ro ſay, that his face was bidden , he of 
Whom Dawid faith, that be was fayre beyond the 
 ſonnes of men, and that grace was diffuſed through 


Ws lips, and that therefore our Lord did bleſſe him 
ill for all eternity. 

Certainely, the moſt beaurifullof men, was 
Whidden , and more tormented then man euer 
25; andſoe farre disfigured , that Eſey faith, 
: He hath noe beauty , nor grace; we ſaw bm, and be. 
10 44 n0 figure of man. And againe, afterwards | 

ne faith, That his face was as if it had beenc 
{Jbidden, and deſpiſed , and that therefore they eftee- 
"td bim nor. He andeede, did ſuffer our infirmities, 
1{6"4 our ſorrowes, and we tooke him for ſome leprous 


* ring had beene-flroocken and abaſed by onr | 
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Well then my deere brother , In this fax 


which ſeemes to be ſoe deformed, ( but which 
indeede is tarely beautifull to ſuch as behoulf 
it with the eyes of faith and loue', conlideriny 
thatiir was loue which deformedir, to the end 
that he might beautify our deformity ) dotlff 
God hide them, who labour that they may ng 
depart from him. And he giues them - lighſ/ 
wherewith to looke himintheface, andtore i 
ceiue ſuch ſtrength, and comfort thence, as aff} 
make them feele, that he ſaid true , whoſa | 
Shew vs thy face and we $hall be ſafe. } 
This face is beheld by the eternall fathe 
and out of that ſight, doe reſultto vs, thebe 
mes of his bounty and light, for by meanesth 
reofdoe all thoſe bleſſings come to ys whidſ 
God ſends. And Dauid knowing this, beſoug 
' God faying. Loke , vpon the face, of thy Ohm 
' For by okine vpon that face, he layes dow! 
that wrath to which he had been moued bylo 
Kingvpon our impudent faces, and he will 
| moue the deformity of them , by thar ol 
beauty. And to the end that this face of 
might ceuer ſtand before his father, Saint 74 
ſaith , that Teſ#s Chriſt entred into beauen , t0 
peare before the face of God for vs, And nowll . 
the eternall Father lookes into this glaſle, tl ( 
he may cometo vs, let ys alſoe looke into | 
the end that we may not depart from him. 
We haue not any other remedy againltt 
weakenes, but the weakenes of Teſs Chriſi 
Lord, of which $, Pale ſaid that be dyed | 4 
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wprmily , but that te lives by the power of Grd | | 
Conſider how great things he endured that ſoe | 
-F{ our ſoules might be taught to loue that weake- | 

| nes of his, and that we might not giue them| ' | 
\ | away to ſtrangers , they hauing been purcha- | | 
| ſed by their proper Lord, at ſuch a painefu]! | 
F|:nd precious rate. And doe but weigh , what 
E weake braines we hauc, 1n departing from 7: 


[ 


"Fthat ioy which recreates the angells, ro obtaine 
this baſe delight, which is pollefled by beaſts. F- 
And how inconſiderate thar foule is, which 1 
pf exchaunges honny, tor gall, and the Creatour, 
1 for a creature. | | 
ny Wretched creatures that we are, and whe-! 
tif ther ſhall wee goe, and what ſhall wee ſeeke, 
1Fjout of Chriſt our lord 2 Shall we petaduenture-| 
beable to finde out any other Lord like this; 
any other {oe deere companion, and ſoe truc 
freind, both in proſperity & aduerlity? Wherc | 
is any other ſoe milde in pardoning, ſoe beau- 
tifullto behould , ſoe wiſe to conſult, and ſoc 
good to loue 2 where is there any other , who 
can finde in his hart, to dye for mee, with ſuch 
teares and with ſuch Ioue 7 and who till re-| 
maines with a diſpoſition to dye yet againc, 
it I could have neede of his ſecond death ? 
0 hoy fincere a truth was that, which Saint: 
Peter delivered when he ſaid , Whether sball' 


— 


| 
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0 | © £2* © Lord , for thou haſt the words of etey- 4 


Chriſt our Lord ; hath by his mercy placed vs. | 
w 24 Aeragy eb —— *% 


X ; 
ill Wee are well , my deere brother , where 
* 
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Let vs take heede , that wee trye not why 
kinde of woefull thing it is , to be withoy 
him. A very bitter thing it is , and it coſh 
ſoundly, the ſetting on, Lett vs looke ypoy 
the afflitions which he ſuffered for vs , and 
with them lett vs comfort our ſelues in ours; 
and by them let vs begg his grace , and fx 
uour ; and he will giue it to vs , that we 
may thereby , ouercome the world, the fleſh 
and the deuill ; and foe we ſhall live in God, 
fince he dyed to Kill our death , and to. giue 


vs life. 


 PISTLES. 


4 Letter of the Authour , to the ſame 


Lady whome formerly he had am- 
mated , to beare her affuttions with 


patience: 


Y ſoule loues yours becauſe God 
tour it , and becauſe I am to haue 
noe little part in your happines, S, 
Paule faith, that they toYphome he- preached , were 
1s toy , bis henour , and his crowne ; in reſpe& 


that receiuing the word of God from his 


mouth , they had chaunged their life to the 


better ,'and had begun to walke in the way of 
| God, and foe gaue much ioy to S, Paule, For, 


delides that he reioyced in their good, he alfoe 
noped to receiue a reward at the laſt day , for 


Fj baving beene that inſtrument, by meanes whe- 


. 
ry 


foule, becauſe the good thereof 1s mine, in re- 


reof , God had gayned thoſe ſoules, and there- 
fore did-hecall them his crowne, Becauſe, as a 
crowne doth beautify, and honour the. head 
of ſuchas pur it on; ſo they whoe are ſaued by 
meanes of any man's preaching, will be a mea- 
nes of honouring and ioying that man, as ſome 
beautifull crowne of rich ſtones might doe. 
Now this being foe, I confefſe you owe me 


not inany thanks, for my wiſhing well to your 
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| oard that God hath done me the fauour to bet 


| crowne, itisthe pleaſure of our Lord to worke, 


1th 
o% 


{tow you vpon'me , for my {pirituall childe,and 
will impart you ro me as one of rhe pretionz| 
ſtones of that crowne, which one day he will 
youchſafe mee, if I continue faithfull in thafff 
vocatio,by which he hath called mee, And now! 
| becauſe you are a fone, which he will ſett in a 


and poliſhyou, very well. For, it is noe way 


g_—_ 


| trough or of noe worth ; butſuch as theſe wil 
be.throwne intohell, fince they receiued nor 
their being wrought , and cnamelled by the] 
{ ſpiritt of our lord, But thoſe liuing ſtones, 
whereof the celeſtiall [eruſalem is built , are| 
wrought heere, with foe many blowes, that] 
+ ſeemes as if our lord would breake them, 
| and that againe he giues them new blowes,| 
| without compaſſion, cuen before the paine of| 
| the former be gone, But yer, he hath noe inten-| 
| tion to breake them, but to polith them, nor to] 
deſtroy them, but to beautity chem; & to make) 
ſuch, as that by how much the,more they 


d to beill handled heere, ſoEmuch the] 


5 
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| fitt, to put ſuch ſtones in a crowne, asare citherſ] | 


( 


i 


| 


tore brightly they may {hinc, at the latter day, 
in the high preſence of almighty God. Then 
| will that appeare to be mercy, which heere ſee- 
| med cruelty. And God will ſec thoſe pretiows| 
ftines which bebath wrougit,eucry one in bis pro-\ſf 
| per place, & that, fo full of blifle, that the met 
nelt of them i5 to be inco parably more eltcemed| 

then Kingdomes, and empircs, and whatſoeuet} 


ed 


| as baniſhed men, and crowded vp into a corner; 
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$ | that onely begotten ſonneof his, who is the princi-, | 
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other carthly things, which can be conceiued.. 
O happy ſtroakes, which areto end.in ſuch 


a high repoſe! O happy labour, which ſhall be 


weepe, that there thou maiſt wipe away our 
teares, Diſcomfort ys heere, inallthings ; foe 
that we may enioy thee, whocart «il t1ngsz and. 
be rigorous to vs hecre , ſoc that there, thou 
haue mercy for vs,in ſtore. In this world, we are 


and weare as it were, vpon an Eaſier eve. Hea- 
uen is our countrey, and our hberty, & our. feſit- 
ny. And therefore, howſoeuer things happen, 
we will make a ſhift to palle jt heere,tothe end 
that when the glory of God Sball appeare , we alſce 
may appeare in glory ; & that we may-celebrate 
that ioyfull Eaſter, with ſoe many Cittizens of 


Madam, you mult giue thankes to our lord; 
for hee treates you, as he bath treated, and as 
he meanes to treate his beſt freinds, And as for 


pall fone of all fones, doe but ſee what blowes 
they gaue him, For they wrought, & bettypon 


andpoliſhed heere. Now if this be necellary, 


him . from head to feete; GT theſe very blowes, 
did alſve worke vpon that other ſecond ſtone of 
heauen , Which is the moſt Bleſſed" virgin , our 
Bl. Lady. And ſoe according to the place, which 
cuery one is to haue there , hemuſt be wrought 


paid, by the imbracements of God himſclte. | 
{Wound vs heere, O Lord,as muchas thou wilt, 
lethat thou cheriſh vs there; Heere make vs 


heauen who firſt celebrated the vegil! vp6 earth. | 
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| euenfor uſt perſons , what ſhall become of yy| 
ſinners, but onely that we muſt bowe doyne 
the head, and ſay, O Lord thou punisheſt mee lin, 
in compariſon of the much punishment which I defer. 
ve, All that which I can ſuffer # little, though I alone 
Should ſuffer ail the afflitions of the whole world. 
For to him who deſerues hell , what temporall paine; 
| Can ſeeme great? 

Lett vs know, that God is full of pittieto- 
wards ys, cuenthen, when he ſeemes moſt ri- 
gorous; without doubt he is full of pitty, ſince 


 whomeſocuer he * 270-04 heere , he will not 


puniſh, but comfort there, For it is written, 


That God doth not punish a man for the ſame thing, 


twice. All that which weendure, we deſcrue, 


_ tt. A et tit. AG. 


butyet God is ſoe very full of pitty that for the 
ſtripes which he ſends ys, he pardons our {1n- 
nes, and he accounts it ſoc, as a peece of ſerui- 
cefromyvs, as that he giues vsa crowne for the 
 ſufferance, And ſince the afflictions of this world 
prevent Purgatorie , and entitle ys to heauen, 
who will not loue them, when they come, yea 
and beg more of God , ther yethe had , and 
euen be ſorry , when he hath them not, He 
who knowes Chriſt-and his kingdome , hath 
noe compaſiion of himſelfe, in this world , be- 
cauſe he knowes himſelfe to be more fitt for 
God , the more afflictions he endures for his 
ſake. And foedid that cnamoured lgnatiz ſay 
Fire, Croſſe, fury of beaſts, cutting , quartering , brt# 
king , and deſiroying of every parte of my whole body 


| ind the ſcourges of the dewill himſelfe ; Let all theſe: 
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thus2s Come VPpuu mee, and lett me onely entoy Chriſt 
our lord. There 1s nothing in ths world , which 
can doe ms good 3 not ſoe much az enen a kingdome. 
It is more Pappines for me to dye for Chriſt our Lord, 
then to exerciſe dominion ouer the earth , from oneend 
thereof to the other; This ſaith that Saint , as one 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


who knew well and did much loue our lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and who ſaw that all was well em- | 
ployed , which could be disburſed for the gay- | 
ning.of him, 

Inthis manner, I defire that you would en- | 
courage your ſelfe to ſuffer the Pnrgatorie of | 


your linnes ; yea and though you ſhould not 


you, without hauing giuen the leaſt ſhaddow 
of cauſe in himſelte. -And I would haue you ſay 
to him, that howſocuer you are bound to ſut- 
ter what he will ſend, yet out of a free hart, you 


this world men vſec to make other Emblemes 


rance in afjiftion. And he who is not of a 
ltrong hart to ſuffer much , lett him neuer ſtaud 
telling mee that he loves much, For in this 


world there is noe love without greife. I hope 


haue committeq {ſinne, you ſhoujd yet apply |} 
|yourſelfe toendure affliction, for the pure loue 
of leſws ; whoc endured ſoc great things for | 


would gladly fufter , for the pure loue of him, | 
though you were not bound to it. And thus | 
according to the intention of your hart , our | 
Lord will accept it at your hands, as an Embleme | 
wich you carry for his loue. In the loues of | 


but inthe love of God , the Embleme , Is ſuffe- | 


God, that as heere hee giues you verſe, and 
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trouble ; ſoe hee hath prouided a place of reſp] 
and ioy for you, in the other world. Though 
indeede , the very ſuffering for ſuch a Lord, ig 
reward enough. And ſoe that as there is no- 
| thing ſoe much to be defired , in the other 
world, as to enioy that kingdome with Chriſt 
our Lord , ſoe neither is there any thing in 
this, which 'may be compared to the excel. 
lency of ſaffermg with him, andfor him. Suffe 
therefore with a good will, ſince you are to be 

crowned , for the ſame. For the afflictions 
| which you.cndure, come to you but as a fitt 
meanes , whereby you may obtaine that 


| crawne. 
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A Letter of the Amthour to a Cauallero h1s freind, 


| his head, Theſe and other things, which he| 


He shewes bow that perſon wo feeles himſelfe 


growne could in the way of vertne , hath reaſon to | 


apprehend 1t much , and to greie much , for the 
preſens ill , and for the daunger wherem be us of 
fallmg mto greater mijcheiſe ; and namely of 4 
hardued bart which is the next doore to bell. 
That vjually this decay of ſpirit , growes ether 
from ingrauunde , or negligence, And laſily be 
ſveakes of the remedies. 


E who in ſome former tyme, hath ſeene 
H his ſoulc, a proficient in vertuc; and atthe 
preſent findes it to be in decay, hath much cau- | 
le to be in paine, and to procure remedy , by 
all the mcanes hee may. For , if a man be 
apt to feele the diminution which he may ſuf- 
ter, in his tremporall goods ; how much more 
ought wee'to apprehend the decay of the goods 
of our ſoule, which arc 2oodes indecde 2 1ob ſaid 
with a deepeligh , that be wisbed uw be a5 be bad 
veene . in the tywe of #15 youth , when our Lord pro- 
tetzed bum , and when he made h1s candle shine outy 


lob.29 


afuirmed himſc}fe to haue pollelled before, and 
were wantingto him then,at the preſent, muſt 
ratherbethought to haue beene certaine choi- | 
ce, delighttull, and deuout communications, 
Which formerly he had recciued from God,and | 
then were miſſing ; then that he was then in! 
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preſent want of his former vyertues. For lince 
he gaue ſoe good account of himſelfe, inthe 
tyme of tryall, which is true tryme whercin in- 
deede it may be ſcene, what ſtrength one hath, 
| he is found to haue had noe cauſe to coplaine, 
| 5 if our Lord did not then protef? him, or Carry hy 
light over him ; and therefore he ſaith vpon the 
 formerground , who will graunt that I maybe 
[ was before &Cc, . 
Now if he complaine of this, what will 
that man haue reaſon to doe, who findes him- 
 ſelfe waſting in pointe of vertue it ſelfe ; and 
who perceiues that his ſoule goes eſtraungin 
it ſelfe by little and little not onely from chok 
communications which he had enioyed , and 
wherewith he comforted himſelfe, in former 
tyme ; but cuen from the very cuſtody of God's 
lawe, and from conformity with his holy will, 
And although this miſcheife be great, euen for 
the preſent , yet is it greater by much, for the 
future loſſe, which may be feared. For a little 
fall, inrelation to a great one, lyes ascloſe asthe 
eeue doth to the holy day; and as neere he 15 to be 
vomitied out, who leades a life of tepidity. 
God, for his pretious paſſion , keepe cuery 
mortall man, from this miſery which is ſo great 


_ 


| as to make SaintPeter ſay , that ſuch men as they, 


had beene better, newer to haue knowne our Lord, then 


| after they bad knowne him , and walkedin bis way, 
| to haue forſaken him and to haue betaken themſelues 1 


wicked courſes, And that wasnot without great 


miſtery, which ourlord ſaid to the man who 
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hag ocenc 11CK., eight and thirty yeares ; Now | 
hou artwhole ; but take beede thow finne noe more, 
leaſt a worſe thing happen tothee, Theſe words are 
to be weighed, & feared withall, for they con- 
tainea rigorous threat, and are delivered by the 
| mouth of [r»th it ſelfe, and are wont many ty- 
mes, to be executed , vpon ſuch as feare him 
not, nortakea courſe to preuent their falling 
into them. 

There happens 4 wors thing to them , becauſe 
the ſinnes into which they fall afterward are 
| more highly qualifyed, and more deepely roo- 
ted, then the {1nnes committed in former ty- 
| mes. As there is a difference betweene a man 
| when he falls with his eyes open , and when 
with his eyes ſhutt ; orbetweene a man whoe 
| hath witt, and yet doth the workes of a foole, 
| andanother, who either hath no witt at all or | 
very little; or betweene a man who ought his 
life to another in the way of gratitude, and ſer- 
| uice, for great fauours receiued, and aridther 
who had receiued noeſuch fauours, One thing 
| it is tomeete the king in the ſtrecte, & ( ſeeing 
and knowing, who heis ),not onely todoe him 
| noe reuerence , but to proceede irreuerently to- 
| wards him; and another thing it is , not to 
| know himat all,or not very well; or ar leaſt, 
| not toconſider whoit was, that paſled. | 
A great fauour it is which. God doth to f 
| them, to whome he gives boththe knowledpe | 
| of their ſinnes ; and of his diuine loue , bur yer 
withall he obliges them to much thereby ſince 
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| good receinzd, and to anſweare with offencey 
| 
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| they did before ; I meane not, when they were 


| not, But that which they finde is, That hea 


| of iron; for there is not a dropp of water to be 
| found, which may ſoften their ſoules, or yeild| 


{ned. And they, whoe in former tymes, were vi- 


uf S$|P.1RITVALL Epe1g- | 


| accordms tn the guift he [all Ival Ie ACConnt n:ufj 
ve made, Andift it be jill done, not to pay good| 
with good ; what will it be, to render euillfor 


inſteede of ſeruices ? 

1'bere happens a wors thing to them, ſincethey 
are wont toſinne more, and with more faulty 
circumſtances then before; and they come by 
little and little, towards a bardnes of hart; and 
| to_ dry themſclues vp, in ſuch ſort, that they| 
are not in diſpohtion, to doe the good which 


ſoe proſperous , and happy in our Lord , but 
cuen betore that, when yet, he had not called 
them to his ſeruice, Then doe they ſigh, though 
it bewitha hard & vntoward hart,to obtainea 
| little ſpirituall good againe, and they finde it 


uen is to them made of braſle, and the earth 


them any fruite , whereby they may be ſuſtey- 


ſited & watered, with many good inſpirations, 
to whichthey youchſafed not to anſweare, doe 
now delire ſome one,and cannot compaſleit.. 

Thus are negligent & faſtidious rich men pur 
niſhed, by being killed with hungar; as the rich 
couetous man was afflitted with wirſt, And it is 
not many myles, from this hardnes of hart to 


hellit ſelfe, fince the Scripture ſaith: It ſhall goe| 
ill with the hard harted at the latter day. And the 
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thing which is of great priuiledge and grace 
when it is graunted by our lord, as S, Bernard 
faith, Noe man of a bard hart did ener obtaine ſalua- 


| tion, vnleſſe God, did in h1s mercy cure him firſt, and 


did take his ſtony bart from him , andgiue him @ havt 


| of flech , inſteede thereof, 


Theſe are the journeys ends of thoſe wic- 
ked ſonnes , who after that they were recei- 
ued for ſonnes, and treated after that rate, dve 
forgett therr Lord whoe poſſeſſed them , who made 
them , and who created them. And he who trem- 
| bles not at this , doth-already giue teſtimony 


| enough, that he is hard harted ; and hath rea- 


ſon to feare ſo much the more, as he feares the 
lefſe. And therefore Sir, let ys conſider theſe 
things, as lignes of that, which is like to fol- 
low. When we ſce that the foundations of a 
wall fall away, itis tyme to apply ſome reme- 


Lett vs greately feare the gocing backward in 
ſpiritt, of one onely day , & lett vs not ſuffer a 
defect, though it may ſceme ſmall, to paſle away, 
without puniſhment. And I ſay.thongh it ſeeme 
ſmall, for in very deede,none at all is ſoe, for the 
very leaſt of themdoth ys much hurt , though 
ſomeof them be oreater then other, 

Lett vs reſolue that this miſcheife proceedes 
from one of theſe two cauſes; either not being 
tWankefull for the good recciued, or being negls 


[$*77, inconfcruingit, Saint Bernard faith, That 


the cauſe why God imparting oreat benefits 
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dy, {ince wee arc aduertiſed of the daunger. 
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| bein cured of this euill, coſts deere, and it is a 
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' benot ſo proſperous in the goods of this world, 


to many , without euen ſoe much as their ag;| 
king, doth yer deny them other inferiour be, 
nefitts which they asked afterwards, is becauſe! 
they were vngratefull for thoſe greater bene. 
fitts ; and thereby make themſclues vnworthy| 
of thelefler, Nor is it any new thing , that he 
who vſes ill the great bleſſing which he receis 
ues ( as if there were noe neede of taking pai.| 
nes, to conſerue that which is already gotten) 
ſhould looſe them. Soe that we muſt now 


 thanke God againe, for the benefitts whickwe 


haue receiued ; and let vs employ them well, 


| { forasmuch as now remaihes in our power ), 


leaſt wee vtterly looſe them all, and our ſelues| 
with them, Lett vs-be the more remiſle in 0s] 
ther bulineſles , that foe we may be attentiue| 
to this, with all our power, When a man diuis| 
des his eſtate, into very many parts and pays 
ments, it growes to be in effect nothing. And 
he'who hathreceiued particular bleſhings from] 
heauen may content himſelfe with Keeping| 


them , and growing rich in them, though he| 


If he haue a minde to comply*very punctualh| 
with the deſire of temporall riches, I feare that} 
it will be vpon the price of ſomewhat /els| 
which is more worth, For the world 1s ſoe full off 
maliznitie, and our forces are ſo weake , that| 
wee are like ſome little poore candle , in tht 
middeſt of many windes, and if we faile to bt| 
very diligent, to keepeit in, they will blowik 
our, Such is the miſery of vs whoe live in this 
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exile, And therefore they, who hauc any brai- 
nes, are wont to feare, and ligh , and groane, 
with deſire to be gone from hence. | 
Make you account that thisis yourcheife 
eſtate;, your honour your ſafety , and your life 
{and place your rizht eye vpon this and your 
[left ypon other things. And if ſomewhat mult 
| needes be loſt, ler it be that , whfch will one 
day beloſt, whether wee will or noe, how ca- 
refully ſoeuer we may thinke to keepe it. And 
lett that remaine in ſafety , which, it our ſelues 
doe not looſe , wee ſhall be ſaved for ecuer: 
{lacob diſpoſed of that wife and thoſe children 
whom he leaſt loued, into the frot or foreward 
of his company , deſyring, that if any ill accident 
5hould awrine it might rather fall firſt vpon them , 
| then pon that wife and children which be loved 
better. And euery day wee doe the ſame ,'in 
marſhalling the parts of our temporall eſtate, 
For wediſpoſe our ſelues to looſe that which is 
lefle, and toſaue that which is more. 

Lett vs therefore reſolue that it is better to 
haue a good conſcience, then much temporall 
riches; and to haue credit with God, then with 
[man, and fo in the reſt, And procuring to ap- 
peaſeour Lord, by penance , aud confeſſion, ' 
VE | forthar which is pait, Jett vs beginne to make | 
"I | ew purpoſes; and lead a new life, with freſh 

F |<ourage, being very much offended with our 
{clues for nauing beene ſoc vngratefull, toour 
great benefaour, and ſoe negligent in that, 
which concerned ys moſt. Giue not ouer the 


mT 
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exerciſes of penance , of prayer, of reading ſpi 
rituall bookes, of frequentation of the Sacrg, 
ments, though you performe them but dryh, 
Burt aboue all lett there be noe want of humbk, 
prayer, and of a wounded hart, For our merc 
full Lord who ſtands expeCting, that we ſhoul( 
goe towards him,to doe vs good, will comeow 
vpon the way, to mecte vs; and will co IN 
cloſe with the mantle of his pittv , & goodneg, 
And will give vs new ſtrength , that now w 
may againe, beginne to ſcrue him, and procy 
re new ineritts for his kingdome, I beſeech his 
diuine Maieſty , that he may ſoe proceede with 
you, for the cternall glory of his goodnes,” 


; 

The bookes about which you aske , and], 
which I take to be conuenient foryou, are th 
Confeſftons, and Meditations of S, Auguſiine ; tht 
 Moralls of S. Grevory ; the Summe «f the miſteries 
or frith by Tinleman, and Dionifius Carthuſianu,Yl, 
God almighty keepe you euer. f 
f 
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A Letter of the Authonr to a Cauallier bis freind, 
whom be per/vwades to doe his dewty , which 1s 


to fight the battailes of our Lord avainſi the ene- 
| myof God, whichis the ſelfe-will of man, 


1 Haue vnderſtood the reaſons, 
} whereby you would pcrſwade 
Ws me, that it is more ſecurely fit 
d for you , to dwell in the Citty, 
then in that towne, And though | 
indeede they be ſubtile, yet they doe not mo- 
[ue memuch. For themoſt certaiae of all is 
that , which wee doe, after the example of 


et. A. th. 


Chriſt our Lord ; and which wee obtaine at 
his hands by prayer; and which weeſee clee- 
rely by experience , and not that , which on 
the other ſide, wee take to bee conuenient 
for vs, through a meere humaine and per-| 
happs a perperuall kinde of judgment, Who 
$-22 doubr , but that you , as being an Inha-| 
ditant of that Citty , and! withall a great | 
tauourer of my meanenelle , and deſiring þ 

| 


= - O 
ch , that I ſhould continue to live there, 


are both Indze and wines, in your OWNne Cau- } 
e And thgrefore the tyme which you ſpend} 
n ſeek; ng reaſons, were better employed, ypon 

aking deuout prayers. And it will happen to | 
Ou 25 Saint Bernard ſaith it doth betweene 
© preacher and his hearers , If thow wilt | 
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the better of it, and youedify mee ; Namely,in 
your hauing written three letters ro mee, with. 
out hauing receiued any one an{weare of myne, 


_— 
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perfwade, faith he thou muſt doe 11 more by ſiohing 
then by exclaming, And though in that which] 


a LM 


———— 


baue ſaid , mee thinks you haue committed} 
ſome exceſle; yet in another thing, you hav 


L eſteeme this fauour , as much more then ſpex 
king by word of mouth, asthere 13 difference, 
betweene dveing, and ſaying. And it 1s a thing 
which I defiremuch, at his hands who write 
tome, ForT finde ſoe many who are impatien 
with mec, vpon this occaſion; that I had rathe 
they wrote not at all, then that they ſhouldht 
offended with mee ſoc ſoone. And ſoe muct 
of this, 
What ſhall I now ſay to you, or what ſhall] 
beg of you, {ince you are ſoc much my god 
Lord; but that ( foraſmuch as you are a Caua 
lier of honour, ) you reſolue to fight ; and tha 
you be not called by a wronge name , a thin 
from which a chriſtian ought moſt to fly, 
ſuch a one mult loue ſincerity, and be that 
thing , which he appeares to be, I know we 
that the vigilancy of our mortall enemy 
deuill, is ſoe great, that, for the draiving vs 
be of his party , and for feare leaſt we {hou 
gaine that, which he hath loſt, hee will off 
make you feele, That the life of man heere one ; 
5 4 continuall warfare; and now and then Will i; 
make you groane ynder the affliction of hisa{ v 


Itreme importunity, and cry out to out Lol 
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| from whome ſuccour comes, Domine vim palior, | Eſay. | 
pro me. 0 Lord 1 juffer violence , doe thou 
anſweare for mee. And now ſince you haue one 
ted already , who makes you remember that you 
| live in warre, I will put you in minde in what 
fort you are to wage it, thatſoe you may ouers | 
Fl | come. For wee cannot expect , as a fruite of 
this warre, but either great felicity , or great | 


| reſponde 


=} | miſery; lince the triumph of this victory is to 
be, God polleſled for all eternity ; and the loſle 


euer, of almighty God. 
O thar a man were able to thunder out ſoe 


ſtrong a voice , as that it might reach to the 
eares of all mankinde ; and might aſtoniſh 
them with the feare of hell, & encourage them 
with the hope of heauen ! O you Sonnes of 
Adam , how long will you be ſoeblinde as not 
to ſee this > how long will you be ſoedeafe, as 
not to heare this ? how long will you beſoein- 
ſenſible, as that this truth will not be able to 
penetrate to the very loweſt, and molt inward 


of your enemies; and wh y doe yourunne after 
tem, with your hands tyed vp, without either 
feare or {hame > Doe you not know that hee whoe 
ſuffers v1mſelfe to be nercome by finne, 1 taken pri- 


ſoner by the deuili > Doe you not knowe tht the Wages 


In hell, and that for all eternity ? why doe you 


by being vanquithed , 15 the lolic, and that for 


part of your harts? Tell mee ; why haue you | 
rendred your ſelues foe baſely , ynder the feete | 


"S | which fmne giueth is death , both of body & ſoule | 


MY "11h your ſelfe ſoc ill; as to goe hunting after 
; if | _ bane DRE = 4 
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Your owne miſchcite ;giuing ſtabs as it were 
your owne ſoules, by being ſoc mightily inre| 
zed for eugry little offence which may be offe. 
red you? And why haue you not a feeling 0 
the loſle of God,& of his freindihipp ; £2 
| you haue {oe quicke a {ence , when there is 
| queſtion of alittle riches, or honour , which 
whether it be Kept or lolt , it makes you, in 
| very decde, neither more nor leſle? what will 
| you anſweare 1n the day of viſitation, and an- 
| guiſh , which is coming towards you , when 
| | theſe ſhadowes being paſt , and this ſmoake 
if being vaniſhed , you {hall be ſummoned to 
U  leaue that fleih, which you loued ſoc much, 
and to forgoe this preſent world , which you 
(oe eſteemed, and you ſhall be preſented before 
that rigorous Iudge, whome you will finde 
foe much the more ſeucre againlt you ; as he 
hath founde you leſle obedient to him? 

| | What would you haue him doe ? would you 
| | have him Kkncw you for his Caualliers, you 
who haue gone fighting in his enemyes campe, 
{ on their ſide? And \whilcit hee mainteyned you 
with his bleſſings, and cuen with that very 
| life , whereby youliue, you would needes obey] 
the lawes of his mortal] enemy, when, the whi-| 
lf | le, youdeteſted his > what would you haue God] 
nn | | doc? would you haue him pay you for theſe 
Wi uice which you haue not done? Into what tet| 
I. {onable minde can it (incke, that I ſhould ſerue! 
1 one man & demaund my pay of another 2 will. 

il what colour can I, who haue offended a mal 
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acke himareward (when I hauedone ) as of a 
cichfull ſeruant? Let vs not be deceiued, O 


hall reape corrnptien ; and he who will reape life, 
muſt ſow in ſpiritt, for grapes grow not out of thornes, 


nor fig gs ont of thiſiles, 
I had forgott my ſelfe for I was 1 pooninges 


dead men, as if the- were aliue. What doth it 


"Y profitt to ſound a trumpett to him whoe 1s 1n 

k the profundity of deafenes? whar doth it pro- 

« fitt mee, to ſay Hears this, to men with whome 
0 


; || | itenters not,euen by the very firſt gares,of their 
">| | hart, What ſhall we doe,O Lord? tor now 1 fee 


UF | that the threat which was made by the Prophet 
p: Efay is fulfilled. Hearing you shall heare, and not 
ct vaderſland, and ſeeing you hall fee , and yetnot ſee. 
5 For neither words nor ſcourges , nor ſweete 

| vlage cann ſuffice to waken thoſe miſerable | 
E creatures out of their deadly ſleepe;till their end 


arriue, when they mult heare the ſentece which 
ſends them to Hell, and then muſt feele eternall 
torments, without any remedy thereof, A great 
miſery is this, & hee is happy, whome our Lord 
bath delivered from it; oiuing him notice of his 
wicked wayes, anda will to walke afterward, 
in ſuch as are good. Remember you therefore 
that day , wherein God called you, and know 
thatthen God opened your cares, and eyes, to 


| 


| 


© | heend that you might both ſee, and heare; as | 
| verely and as truly, as if he had cured ſome per- 
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1on, who had beene blinde, and dumbe, And | 


men, in this ; Noe man shall reape, but according to Gal. 16] 
that which be bath ſowen, He who ſoweth in flesh, 2.Cor.9 


Eſay,s. 
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remembring it, giue great thankes for the ſame; 

| fince aguift was then giuen you, if you diſpo.ſſ| 

|  - [ſed your ſelfewellto recciue it, which is moreſſ|] 
| 

| 

| 


: 


worth, then all things els ; ſince freindſhipp 
with our Lord, was giuen you, to which-noe 
other thing may be compared. And lett the 
ſigne of your true gratitude, bea faithfull care 
of perſcuering to keepe your eyes , and eares} 
opentowards Almighty Ged. For hee would 
be much more blame-worthy , who ſhould fall | 
when his eyes were open, and might ſee that} 
hee were falling; then another whoe had noe 
eyes in his head. It is one thing for a ſoule to 
ig | © []doeabſurdthings ; another thing , for a man, 
who is of iudgment. And oe the fall of one, 
| whome our lord hath rayſcd, and placed ypon 

his feete , and giuen him light, wherewith to 
ſee; is more Lifoleaſing to his diuine Maieſty; 
| then they which he tooke, before they knew 
| or loued God. I beſeech you therefore admo- 
niſh thoſe new Caualliers of the king of hea- | 
uen, that they vndertake not this buſines in 
iſt, ſince both the puniſhment of negligence, 
and the reward of due care which is taken in 
[ it, is noe matter which indeede endureth ieſt, 
God is a great Lord, and he will beferued with 
much diligence; and hee inflicted noe lefle pu- 
ii niſhment wvpon the ſloathfull ſeruant , then to caf 
8 | him bound , band, and foote , into exteriour darkents 
bl which ſignifies a being excluded, from all the 
bleſſings of God, and of his howſe, M 


And ſince to the end that wee may be fauorili 


— A... > —_ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


: 
" 
. 
: 


[ 


— — 


_—_— 


i 


A— 


— 
——— 


——yc 


| AR OEROONIES == Totten" 394 
| 


. 
- 
_ | 


k 


P 


* 


ne; 


po 
ore | 
'pp| 
10e| 
the 
are 
res | 
| 
all 
at 
Tots 
to 


| N _ 
| bane noe peace with thee , that ſce I way have noe 
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with ancaithly king, and to acquire the policſ- 

Gon of a little carth, there 1s a ncceſlity of ta- ! 
king Care, of watching, of troubles , yea and | 
 ſometymcs, even of ſhedding bloud ; letr not } 
' them grow faint , in the combart); ſince God 
whoſe cauſc it is, will be their captaine in the | 


ſtrength of waoſe arme , they (hall infaliibly 
 goe victorious out of theteild, 

' Theenemy whome they are to ouercome, | 
and the Cittie which they are to ſubdue, is their | 
' owne proper will, Let them place that will, be- 
fore themſelues; and againſt that, lett them les | 
' uell all their ſhott;and to that let them ſay. Thou 
art the enemy of God , ſince thou deſiveſt that hich. 
is Contrary to him , and therefore thow art my ene- 
my, For I wholly belong to God. 1 am the fremd of | 
bu fieinds ;, and the enemy of his enemyec, | will 


by. —— 


| 


Warre with God. Lett Gud rargne n ”y hart, and 
| not myne ovwne diſordered will, I yill conerne my | 
ſelfe according lo that, which hee commaunds 5 and | 
not according to that I hift, 1 will. beg of my God, 
| that bee will be pleaſed to shew mee h1s boly will, 
| and that Shall be my lawe, though myne owne will | 
world faine bane it otherwiſe. Let it paine mee or 
let it pleaſe mee , I am veſolned to tye my ſe'fe faſt to 
God , fince beſides that I owe to him otherwiſe ; he | 
Was falined to the Croſſe for mee. Nay 1 am vndone 


—” 


to him heere , with owe; shall he deuided from him, 
n the next life, by his hate. Let it cofl me my blond, 


| 


if I goe not to him , ſince all that which comes not | 


ſor that [ may not looſe my God, but that I may heave 
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SPIRBTVALL Ep, 
( this word from bus bleſſed mouth, Retoyce thom goa 
and faithfull ſeruant , enter thou into the ioye of 
thy Lord, In fine , all that which paſſes us yer 
Shoyt ; and all this is temporal! ; and the ref} eter- 
nall ; all this is light , and that, is fall of waight, 
And therefore let vs ſay from the hart , with Da.| 
wid, One thing bane I deſired of our Lord, and tha| 
will I ſeeke , that I may dwell im the howſe of ow 
Lord for ener. And lett this bc our conclulion, 
| that heauen did neuer coft deare. Our Lord 
graunt it to you , and to vs all , euen by his 


| owne deare bloud. Amen, 
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| 4 Leiter 79 4 great Lora Wheretn be 


| 
| God; waere our Lord fakes anſweare to our | 
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xreates of rhe Knowledge of God, 
and of a man's ſeife ; and how hc 


———— — 
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was to proceede towards bis val- 
ſails. 


HE peace of our Lord Ieſ#s Chrif be euer | 
I remayning with your lordihip. The holy 
5. Anzultize defired two things of our Lord, 
ſaying, Grauni to mi, O Lord,thatl may know thee, 
5 that | my know my ſelfe Theſe two are things, 
which we muſt all deftre, and noe man is to be | 
found without them, vnlefle withall he dehire | 
tbe found withour ſaluation, The temple of | 
Salomen Contiitel of two partes; Both of them | 


were holy, bur yet one of chem, was more holy | 


— — 


| then the other, That partc which yas lefle ho- | 


ly,was the way, to the other, waich was more | 
holy, The firſt is the knowledee of a man's ſelfe ; | 
which certaiuely is a holy thing; & it is the way | 
tothat Sarntta Sanftorym, which is the hnowledee * 


demaunds, and remedies our necellities; and 
where we finde the fountaine of life, For this, 
ſaith our Lord . i5 true life , that wee know thee, and 
Wwhome tou haſt ſent , Leſus Chriſt, | 

But now, this ſoe high thing, namely the 


knowledye of Gad,is not to be obtained, without 
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| by to ynderſtand, that although ir be avery fa 


that other , which ſcemes ſoe lowe , nameh 
the knowledge of ones ſelfe. It is molt certain 
that noe man euer ſaw God, valeſle firſt hel 
ſaw himſelfe, Noris it ſafety for any man, tg 
fly high , vnlefſe he haue the counterpoyle of 
knowing himſelfe , which makes vs thinkelſ 
baſely of our ſclues. " 

Amongſt all the other fauours of our Blef. 
ſed Sauiour, there is noe doubt, bur that his diſ. 
ciples would be ſtanding to looke at him, with 
exceeding great guſt , whilſt he was aſcending 
vp to heauen vpon Aſcenſion day , lince there 
was noe remedy , but that they muſt ncedes 
| forgoe his conuerſation ; that conuerſation 
which can carry noe diſguſt withit. And they 
faund great comfort,in looking vpon the way 


by which he paſſed, and towards the place to 


| 


\ Which he went, But what did our lord com- 
| maund them 2? Not certainely, that they ſhould 


be {till caſting vp their eyes to heauen, hog 
| that ſeemed fo be an excellent thing ; Bur he 
faid thus to them ; You men of Galilee , why du 
you fland looking vp to heanen ? Giuing vs there- 


uoury thing, to looke towards God, yet it con- 
' cernes vs alſoe to ſtudy our ſelues, Firſt for the 
reverence which wee owe to God ypon who- 
me we cannot looke,but with great confuſion, 
conlidering how vnworthy we are thereof. 
And ſecondly , becauſe when a man forgets 
himſelfe,' he is inſtantly apt to become wan- 


ton; & not ſceing his owne faultes, and frailty, 
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2 (ff growes to looſe all holy feare and he _ | 

nes light, and giddy, like a ſhip which being 
without balliſt , looſes the ankar , when any 
tempeſt riſes, and the end thereof is to be car- 
ried hither & thither, till at laſt it be brought 
F | co ſuffer wrack., I neuer ſaw any ſoule remai- | 
| ne in ſafety, but by the knowledge of it ſelfe. Noe 
building can be ſure without deepe founda- 
tion; and that tyme is well imployed , which | 
| is ſpent vpon the reproofe of a man's owne 
ſoule, It is full of profitt, towards the amend- 
| ment of our faults, if we will examine them. 
What kinde of thing is a man who examines 
not , and knowes not himſelfe but a howſe 
without a window ; but the ſonne of ſome 
widdow ill brought vp, who for want of cor- 
retion , is growne wicked; tut a meaſure, 
without all meaſure, and rule , and whichthe- 
reforeis afalſe meaſure. And finally, what is he 
but a man, whoe is indeede noe man 2? For he 
who conſiders not himſclfe, doth neither go- 
uerne himſelfe like aman , nor doth he ynder- 
ſtand , or poſleſle himſelfe ; but whylelt he is 
able to tell many ſtoryes of other things , he 
| can giue noe account of hirgſelfe, at all. Theſe 
are they ; who hauing forgotten themſelues, | 
| take ſuch paines to vnderſtand the liues of 
| Others; and hauing ſhut vp their eyes to their 
owne defects, haue yet more then a hundred 
| ©yes Open , which ſtand in continuall watch 
| uct the errour of other folkes. Theſe are they, 
who obſcrue, and agorauate the errours of 
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their neighbours, and neglect their owne, Fol 
{10 regard thoſe errours of orhers are beheldh 

| them, more continually, & more cloſe at hand; 
| they ſceme greaterto them , then their owne, 
| vpo which tiey neuer iooke but from farre of 
| & ſoe, how great ſceuer they bein themſelues, 
they ſceme little to them, From hence it procee-| 
des, that in their conucrſarion they are ſoc ig-| 
tractable, and ſve rizourous ;for iult after the 
rate of their hauing noe coulideration of phejr 
one inficmities, they haue noc compallton of 
others, 
| 
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t  Incucryetſaw man, who was curious in the 
colideration of himſelfe, who would not aifoe, 
ealily pal{e ouer the fault of another; and what- 
ſocuer that man be, who is ſeuere againſt ano- 
ther when he falls, gines ſtrong euidence, whe- 
reby itis proued that he conſiders nor his owne| 
defects. Soe that , if weedeſireto fly , from this 
foe daungerous kinde of blindenes, we muſt 
| beſureto view & reuiew; what kinde of things| 
our ſelues arc; that ſoe when we finde how mi-| 
ferable we be, we may cry out for remedy , to 
our lord leſ#*, Becauſe indeede, hee is leſus, that 
is to ſay a Sauiour ; but yet of noe other , then 
ſuch as know , and bewaile their owne miſe- 
ries, and whorecciue ( indeede, if they can;and 
in deſire , if they cannot ) the holy Sacraments 0 
the Church, that ſoe they may be cured and ſz | 
ued, And although for the making vs know ow | 
ſelues, God, and his Saints, haue declared, many | 
and many things to vs, yet he whoe ſhalt 
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J attentiuely behould that which he may ob= | 


I foe many things for which he muſt deſpiſe him 


$| wherein he thought him ſelfe moſt ſure? 'who 
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ſerue to palle within his owne hart, will inde 


ſelfe, that, with horronr, be will cry out, from 
the bottome of that Abille, and ſay , there is noe 


end of my miſeries. OY 
Whois he that hath not erred, in thoſe things 
hath not deſired, & ſearched after things, as c0- 
[cerniog that they were good for him ; which 


yet afterward | he found to be full of preiudice? | 


{hath beene deceiued innumerable tymes? what | 
thing is more blinde, then a man, who Kknowes 
notſoe much, as what heis to aske of God, as 


cauſe we know not foe much as what is good, 
for our ſelues , as it happened cuento the ſame 
S, Paule, Who begging of God, that he would 
free him from a particular temptation , concei- 
\ued that he had asked a right; but it was giuen 
bim to be vnderſtood, that indeede he knew 
not what he asked , nor ſoe much as what was 
8ood for him, And now who will put cofidence 
[11 his ability, to know cuen ſoe much as what 


&ke that, which was not good for him, to ob- 


Who will preſume to know any thing, ſince he | 


S. Paule tells ys? agd this comes to paſle, be- | 


he ſhould Iudge, 8 ae 
| lince he R whome the holy geſt inha ited * did 


faine, Certainely,our 1gnorance mult needes be 
very great, fince we erre ſoe oftE in thoſe things, 
| wherein It Imports VS {oe much not to cIre, 
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_Bur now though ſometymes,our lord ſhould | 
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| teach vs to know what is good, yet who doth 
not ſee, how very great our weakenes is; and" 
how we fall flat ypon our faces,in thoſe thing ſ! 
wherein it concerned vs to {tand vp right, F: a 
whome hath it not occurred many tymes , tom 
propoundthe doeing of ſome good thing, an 
yet to finde himfelfe oucrthrowne , and ouer;ſ 
come, by that wherein he tooke himſelfe to by 
mott inuincible. To day wee lament our ſin-N! 
nes with teares in oureycs, and we purpoſe tw} 
refraine themafterward, and yet, euen whil! 
{ the ſame teares are ſtill wert ypon our cheekes It 
ſome new occaſion of finne is offered, and wee-ſ'? 
ping becauſe we fell , we commitrt that vey 
thing, for which we may haue cauſe to weept 
againe ; receiuing the body of our lord leſw- 
Corift , with much cauſe of being confounded, 
for the irreuerence which we haue committed 
For the ty me hauing beene but ſhort, finceme 
harboured his pretious body in our boſome; 
it happens ſometymes, that by ſome linne, we 
drive his grace out of our ſoules ,What carc i 
ſoe weake ,and light, which chaunges ſoeok 
+ | ten, vpon the warning of all windes, as wet! 
| Sometymes merry and ſometymes ſadd ; no# 
deuout, and then diſtrated; now full of defin 
| tending to heauen , and then following ti 
world, and euendropping downe to hell. No 
| hee abhorres a rhing , and inſtantly he Jous 
| that , which he abhorred. He caſts vp thi 
| which he hadeaten, becauſc he found it chargf 
his tomack, and preſently he eates it vp again 
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cif he had not caſt it before, What thing can 
rebe, with ſuch variety of coulours in it, as 


an they painte with {oe many faces, and foe 
many tONgUues , 4s this kinde of man ? How 
rely ſaid. Lob, Men newer rewaines in oneand the 
erent Hare. And the reaſon heereof is becauſe he 
\befflis +6bes 07 du(} , and his life, a winde. Now what 
'$:fott ſhould hce bee , who would ſecke for 
any repoſe or relt, betweene duſt, and winde? 
-0f1 doe not thinke that there could be a more 


hedious thing, thenif we were able to diſcerne 


\man who is macc after this ſort > what Image. | 


«to how many ſcuerall diſpoſitions one man is 
lubict, inone onely day, His whole life is a 
alfvery maſſe of mutability, and frailty, Andthat, 


Wbe foole 6 25 chaunzeable a5 the Moone. | 
But now what remedy ſhall wee finde hee- 
ref? Certainely we can haue none better then 


Twhich the ſcripture ſaith, agrees well to him, |**** 27 
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to know our ſelues for Lunaticks. And, as in 
former tymes they carryed a Luratick perſon to 
our Lord leſus Chriſt , that he might cure him; 
ſoe lett ys goe for cure, to the ſame lord leſus. 
Theſcripture ſaith, that be ewill /prritt tormented 
hat man , and that ſametymes he caſt him into the 
iſe and ſomerymes into the water ; and the very. 
he lame happens to vs, Somety mes wee fall into 

$=< fire of couctouſnes, of wrath , & ofenuy; 
Y* 2ther tymes into the water of carnality , of 
W'Pidity , aud of malice. Andif weeconſider, 
"P21 how large accompts wee ſtand obliged 
© almighty God , forthe tyme paſt; and how 
i _ ; —_ 
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| 


to befeared! And who is not hee, that willy 


| 


little amendment there is in the tyme preſey 
we will beſureto ſay , and we may doe it wi 
much truth, Theſorrowes of death have entry 
mee, the dangers of hell have hemmed mein, 


O danger of hell , which is ſoc mighti 


watch with a hundred thowſand eyes , that h 
may not be pur to welter in that profoun 
Lake ; where hee ſhall eternally bei aile th 
temporall delight , which he hath vnlawt 
enioyed > who will not take care of his wy 
leaſt otherwiſe he be found widering from; 
happines?where re the cyes of that man,wh 
ſees not this 2 where are his cares, whoe hear 
not this ? wherc is his pallate who taſtes nc 
this? It is acleare teltimony of death , not t 
performe the actions of lite, Our finnes ajcit 
Dnumerable, ourfrailtics are great, our enemk 
are ſtout, crafty, and many; and they hate 
home, That whereof wee are in queſtion, i, 
either the gayning or looſing of God, fora 
eternity, How comes it then to pale, that! 
the middeſt of ſoe many dangers, we caneltet 
me our ſciues ſecure; and vnder the weight! 
ſoe many woundes, we doe nat fecle the pall 
thereof > why ſeeke we not for ſome remeq 
beforethe night ſteale vpon vs, and beforetl 
gates of all ſuccour , be ſhutt vp againſt? 
when thoſe fooliſh virgins ſhall cry our, andiſt 
{hallbe anſweared thus , | know you not. , ,./ 

Ler vs therefore know our ſelues , and 


ſhall be knowne by almighty God, Lett! 
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1 iudze and condemne our ſelues, and ſoe we 
lh!) be abſolucd by almighty God. Lett vs 
"i place our eyes vpon our owne faultes, and {oe 
Fthere will be mercy enough for vs, & to ſpare. 
Ul [ett vs conſider our owne miſeries , and we 
MW hall [earne to haue pitty ypon thoſe of others, 
For a5 the ſcripture faith, By that which 1 1n thy | 
W (lie, th:.4 5halt come to know that which us mn thy 

© 1c2bbour. IF I ſee my ſelfe fall ſomerymes by 
frailty , I ſhall thinke that it may _ ſoeto 

my neighbour, and as I ſhall begladd to haue 
Jy fault pirtied , foe will I haue pitti ypon 

Y other men. When my betters doe me a disfa- 

I our which I feele much, I muſt thinke that 
 Bny inferiours will be troubled after the {awe 
UE manner, if T disfauour them, IF I be ſadd, I 

Wcclire comfort ; and my neighbours caſe is the 

ME {ame. I am troubled at an ill word which was 

© Flpoken to mee, and 1 ſay. That I am made of fles}, 

1, Yd not of 3r0n;& this ſerues-me for a proofe, that 
my neighbour is alſoe made of fleth, & feeles 
Jclike afflidtion, vpon the like occaſion. The 

""j":coditions of ſome men, giue me trouble; and 
Y' With chat chey would mend them , that ſox 

hey may not occaſion mee to finne , and my 
Wb*ighbours defirc the ſame of mee, Wee areall 
cn nade of the ſame mettall, & there is noe better 
Je bywhich I may live with my neighbour 
When to mark . DS rad? 
=_ e attentiuely , that which paſſes 
Within my ſelfe, ſince hee, and I, areone, - 
He who pradtiſes this point of mercy with 
$5 2ci2hbour ; may ſafcly paſſe on to the 
mn ER 
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- knowledee of Chriſt our Lord to be releiued ff 
Mat.s.| him, For the mercifull , shall obtaine-mercie, B 
otherwiſe, he will heare that, which the ſcrip 
ture ſaith, He whoe sþutts his eare againſt the wy 
of the poore , that man 5hall cry out, andnu 
beard. | 
\ All man kinde is poore; nor 15 there aq 
one of that racc, whoe is not ſubiect to ſony 
oth nn Lett vs conſider well,if we bedek 


Pro.21. 


ito the miſcries of others, for ſoc will God 
'to ours, Let noe manthinke, that Chriſt au 
'Lord, will meaſure to vs with any other meaſmf 
then .cs we meaſure to others.” Lett noe manthi} 
ke, that heſhall obtaine pardon , if he affai 
not pardon. The yntoward man, ſhall men 
EE oadn-xithe troubleſome man, wit 
troubles; the offenſiue man, with iniuries, a 
the charitable man, with mercy, For, toſoy 
tharnes, with a man's neighbour; & to think 
of gathering heges , at the hands of God, 
wholly impoſlible, = 
| Nowbecauſe we conlider not this , the 
are very few whoe finde themſelucs entert 
ned ; by almighty God with ſweetenes ; 4 
thereare many who complaine, that God is 
getts torelciue their miſcries ; and they mi 
uaile how hee can ſend them ſuch ſtore of tro 
bles, both within , and without ; eſpecial 
ſince his very name, is, Mercifull,and the 590 
of mercies; and ſince he inuites men to ſeeke! 
ſuccour at his hands. They beg, they ſcelt 


and they finde noe remedy ; and from th 
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Ml comes their complaint.” Bur if they were not | | 
I leafero that law , which God publithed in his 
ohoſpelI, ſaying, with the ſelfe ſame meaſure, whe- 
"TH rew:10 you meaſme to others ,-it Shall be meafured 
(flv you againe , they would plainely ſee , thar 
EY themſclues are they, whoe are wanting to their 
neighbours, and conſequently are wanting to 
God in their perſons ; and therefore it is, that 
God may ſeeme to bee wanting to ti:em, Let | 
F them complaine in themſelues, in that they 
F| haue noe charity with their neighbours, For 
God, is full of Charirie, for his parte; bur it is 
[not reaſon, nor will hee exerciſe it , towards 
ſuch, as are wanting in it to their neighbours, 
And if at any tyme he impart remporall bleſ- 
fings, to ſuch a one as is vncharitable rowards 
others , what good will thoſe bleſſings doe 
that wicked man, if withall he looſe himſelfe: 
But God will not giue him any ſuch thing, as 
may make him indeede the better by it, bur | 
ypon condition that he carry himfelfe as he 
ought towards his neighbours, 

Let vs thereforc know our ſelues, and ett ys | 
de towards others, as we defire, they ſhould 
de towards ys; and ſoc let vs paſſe on towards 
the knowledge of God, and from the yin. 
to the Sanfts Sanfturum. And lett vs lift vv 
ourcyesto our Lord, whoe was placed vpon 
the Cr-ſſe, for our ſaluation, and in him wee 
ſhall diſcerne, both more, & orcater bleſſings, 
then wee diſcouercd miſcries in our ſelues. 
And if by thinking what we are , we CrOW 
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; add, through the conſideration of our grei 
yous finnes paſt , and through the daungey 
which are at hand; we ſhall be refrelhed þy 
looking vp to him 5 when , WCC conlider, both 
how truly,and how ſuperaboundantly he pay 
that, which we owe, & purchaſed that ſtregth 
for vs, whereby we might ſubdue our enemyey, 

It is he who ſecures vs, but, vpon c6dition, 
that wee relye on him. And woat O Lord 
ſhall hee feare , who followes thee 2? At what 
ſhall he tremble, who loues thee? Who ſhalj 
be avleto ſett ypon that man, whoe takes thee 
for his defence? How ſhall the deuill be able, 
carry him away, who is incorporated in thee} 
Or how ſhall the eternall father forbearc to loug! 


| thaxcreature, whome hee percciues to bein his 


sSOne,as the braunch is in the vines Or how ſhall 
the {onne faile to loue that man, whome he per:| 
cejues to loue him? Or how ſhall the Holy beſt 
forfake that creature, whoe is the tEple , which 
himſelf inhabits? we poſleſlc greater benefits in' 


| Chriſt our lord, then wee are full of miſctics in | 


our ſelues ; and ive haue more cauſe of hope! 
when wee behould him, then of diſtruſt when 


nes . 
we caſt our eyes vpon our ſelues, Nor is there; 


any cofort, or reſting place for ſuch a one asis 
diſcoforted in himſelfe, but to looke vp to 
this l-/#:, vp6 the Croſſe; whome God ordayned 


for the remedy of all ſuch as ſhould be woup- 


| 


| ded, with thebitting of ſpiritual ſerpCts. For as' 
| 


anciently God commaunded tnat they ſhould 


ere& a Serpent of braſle ; that all ſuch a ſhould 


bechould ir, might be cured of the wound of | 
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Chriſt our lord, with f2:th & love, shall live,and 
he, on the other ſide, who behoulds him not, 
chall not faile trodye, He who findes himſelf all 
aficed, & wounded, ſhalberefrethed,if heloo- 
ke vp hither, asDauid did, whe he ſaid. My ſoule, 


was troubled wuhin mee, es therefore w1:l [ remeber | 


thee, & the land of lordan,er Herms, c3 tie linen, 


Hee who behoulds himfelfe , and there di{- | 


couers ſoe many abhominations, is troubled at 
himſe;fe, and he hath reaſon, And nottinding 
one houre exactly well ſpent in his whole life, 


but ſceing his finnes to be many & great, :8&-bis 


O _ ' 
good deedesto be ſo few, & wea..c vrhat ſhould 


hedoe but be troubled, when he findes himſelfe 
ſoe vnable to make a good accounte, beforeſoe 
tri a Indge? Only he muſt remeberChrift our 


lord,c6(idering what he wroughtin the landof | 
lwdan,& vpon that lie bill; and bewayling his |! 
linnes, and receiuing the holy Sacraments: hee | 


muſt live in obedience to the commaundemets 
of God, and of his Churct; and ſoe as a ſonnc, he 
may hope for the inheritance of heauen, 

He muſt alſoe call to minde, that which was 
wrought by our lord inthoſc hills of Hermon, 


Which are many & in thelittle hill alſoe.W hich 


Whether it be that of Horeb, where God gaue 
the lawe,or whether it be ſome other hill,doth 
not ſoe much import VS, W ho are Chriſtians 5 


whoſe vnderſtanding leſus Chriſt hath ope- | 


= 


ned towards the conceiuing of the ſcriptures, 
and he ynderſtands them , who vnderſtands : 
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thoſe corporall ſerpets,ſo he who ſh{ll behould 
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| made malediftien that fo his berediGhon might be 


{oripture calls accurſed, becauſe they were to be 
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Chriſt our Lord in them, who ts ſhutt vp the 
rein, as2 graine of corne may be , inan ears 
or as wine, is in the grape. And thereforethe| 
end of our law is Chrift our Lord ; for all the 
lawe reſts in him. The' hills of Hermon , both| 
they which are within the land of promiſe, 


and without it, as alſo the line hill , doe all/ 


| fignify but one hill, which may iuſtly be ſaid to 


be al:le one, and to be of Hermon. Ard this is 
| Mount Caluary , where our reJemption vas 
| wrought, by the ſhedding of the blood, of the 
ſonne:of God. | 
Now. tothe end that wee may know c, how 
well this name may be applyed to Muni Cat. 
nary, It isto be vnderſtood that Hermon ſ1gni-[i 
| fies maledicdion. And how can Mownt Cluny 
be better exprelled, then þy the name of mals 
diftion ; {(1nce it was the place to which they car- 
ryed malefacours to be exccuted ; whomethe 


ſoe punithed. And becauſe Chriſt our Lord 
ſaw , that we were to be accurjed,and adiudged 
to cuerlaſting maled:fron , hee was pleaſed, 
through the immenſenes of his Charitie , to 
take our maled:(;ons ypon himſclte , I meane\ 
the puniſhment of our finnes, that ſoe his be- 
nedithon might deſcend on vs. S. Pawle, cxprel: 
ſes thus nwuch after this manner, Chriſt wa: 


communicated to the Gentiles, He was bleſſed, and] 
we were curſed : But now the caſe is altered, 


and we chaunge perſons , with one another, | 
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tormented ypon the Goſſe, which was dew to 
ys; and wee are admitted to the freindſhip ot 


other benedictions, which came from our Bleſ- 
ſed lord leſus, Chriſt, in whome they rematze 
for euer, 

O wonderfull exchaunge! thar life ſhould 
dye, to the end that death may liue. Beneditton 
is accurſed , that ſoe maledi&:on may be bleſſed. 
The ſound man is wounded, that foe the woun- 
ded man may be cured. The {unve 15 treated as 
2 [lane that ſoe the ſlave may be adoptcd for a 


| ſinner, They molt cruelly handle him who de- 


ſcrue; all pitty ; and all the fauour and Reyalo 
falls vpon that perſon , who deſcrued hell. In 
fine what ſha}l we ſay? They apprehend the in- 
nocent, and they releaſe the guiity, The iult 
man paves for {1nnes, Innocency 1s cocemned, 


| | gunhgg" = wr 
| and the wicked man is juſtified. W har Cid 


Chriſt our lord chooſe for himſclfe:? Our afflic- 
tions, and our miſeries, to be his recreations & 
delights, What ſhall wee ſay to ſuch a charity 
as this; but that we are to praiſe and blefle this 
lord, day, and night, who hath wrouzht our 
redemption; andſaluationby a way, i hicb put 
him to ſoc much coſt, 

This is indeede that bill of 1H-+m9n , that 


lirtle bill; and this ſoc truly,as that he was eſtec- 
| med bythe relation of the Prophett Eſay , for 
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He LOUKE LNC pace of the accurſed , 1N being | 


ILemeanet amonolt men, And for this reaſon our 


— 


'E2T 


God, and tobe his ſonnes, and the inberitoars '. 
of the kinzdome of heauen, with athowſar ! 


| 


i 


i. 


| 


_ ——_- - ——_— 
6 - o 


| 


| 1 


a ft > coo c@ cd... a4 a ir... Att. Att 


———— —— 


_—_—— 


 & 
. 4 
by 
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P/. $57 Lord himſelfe faith 2 l am 4 Worme and noe man, 


nt the dis honour of men , and the abaſement of the 

people. O thou honour of men , and angels! 
and how canſt thou be the diſhonour of men? 
Thou , who art the aduancement of thy peo- 
ple , and who art the glory both of heauen 
and earth , what could make thee grow to 
be the abaſement of thy peeple , but onely thine 
owne great Charitie, For thou to honour ys, 
didſt endure foe great diſhonour, that as wee 
are wont. to ſay of ſome very baſe vnworthy 
man, that he dilhonours his whole ſtocke, 
ſoe did they alfoe ſay of thee , that chow diibe- | 
nonred(i the whole race of mankimde, Bee thou] 
Bleſſed without end. For all the honour, 
' which all the race of mankinde polletles , cos 
mes from thee, and through thee, Thou gaueſt] 
it by the coniunction of thy ſelfe ro them, ma- 
king thy ſelfe man , and dying for men and 
exalting them to an equallity with Angells, 
and euen with Seraphins , if themſeclues will; 
and ordeyning , that the ſonnes of ſinnefull 
Adam , they may become the ſonnes of God, 
and the heyres of thy Father , and coheyyes with 
thee ; as being thy bretheren , and yet thou; 
O Lord, art called the d:sbhon1y,, and abaſement 
of the people. Thou Cidſt abaſe thy ſelfe O Lord 
to exalt ys ; thou didit abaſe thy ſelfe belowe 
all men , that thou mightelt rayſc ys , about 
the Angells. 
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W hat shall wee render to thee O Lotd, 
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for ſoe great fauours ; bur onely thfat we mult 
enderly , and profoundly knowe , that it 
wee haue any thing , it wee be fitt for any 


thing , and if we be any way acceptable to 


wee mult yeild thee all thanxes , and praile, 
for that thou being what thou art, wouiaelt 
yet youchſafe to aftcr thy ſeite ro {uttcrance 
lof ſoe great allictions , for ſuch wretched 


ſelfe in rat /-:tle bill , that thou mighteſt 
exalt vs tO Tat great 111l, Thou dyedit 
on Mount Caitary , 0 the end that wee 


impart to vs taat happy bencdiction ot thine. 
Come you bleſjed f my tether , poſjeſſe , the kgs 
dome whin 13 pregared fir you. They curſed 
tee , O Lord 5 
death giues vs life , and thy affliction , eaſe; 
Since tho wert content to be zwwaved , it 15 
'rraſon that thou alſoc be our Ind, Lete 
vs thereforc rcioyce fince hee who loues vs 
{ge much , is to be our ludze; and wee will 
goe confidently ro mdgmint , {ince the Iudpe 
s of our owne flesh and bloud, 

If wee know not what wee may doe, 
tor the plcaling of Almighty God , lett vs 
looke Vp to Chriſt our Lord, and he will 
reacn'yvs meckenes , from that Croſſe. Who 
eng amongſt wicked perſons, did not curſe 
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almighty God R It 1s wholly by t1cC . And. 


things , as wee are, Taou diminiikedit riy | 


and thou blclilcedi{t vs, Thy 


| 


| 
| 


l 
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| 


| 
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might liuc in the mountain e of heauen, And 
by the mairdiflion which fcll VDON TRCC TiE= | 
ie”, thou diddelt purcnafſe, and rhou, wilt | 
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them , who curſed him ; nor did he reuenge 
himſeife, though he had power enough, oue 
ſuchas did him miſcheife : He deſpiſed honour 
and to berich, and to be regaled. And to oby 
the will of his f:ther he offered himſelfe tg 
the Croſſe, Hee who wants knowledge , le 
| him come to heere this Doctour, as he is (tf 
ting inthis Chaire, He whoe will heare a go(| 
ſermon , let him come to Chriſt our Lord, 
being in the pulpitt of the Cre, and he ſhall 
| be free from errour ; becauſe Tat which is 
Chriſt our Lord himſelfe , +ball free him, Aud if 
wee be chaungeable, and weake, in working, 
let vs looke ypon this author of our faith, and 
ſee how he is nayled to that Creſſe , both hand 
and foote,; and that immoueably, to the end 
that, by his grace we may be conſtant, & per-| 
ſeucrant in docing well, He who will goe to 
Chriſt our Lord , for the aure of his incon- 
ſtancy , ſhall obtaine a perſeucrance , like that 
of Anna, the mother of >amu«ll, of whomeit i 
ſaid; T hat 5be turned her countenance noe more tt- 
wards ſeuerall wayes. He who dwells in Chriſt 
our lord, doth not wander hither and thither, 
but ſtands faſt in goodnes , according to the! 
Scripture which ſaith, that ſuch a one 15 ener cle, 
like the funne ; and th. bis lirht is net diminishtd, 
For hee who is in Chriſt, participates of Chil 
And ſo as Chriſt is [«/}, he 13 alſoe 1uf}, ;f Chril 
be firme, he is alſoe firm, though in a farre 18 
feriour degree; For,as in one b"dy , there is bi 
one /prvit , which diffuſes itſelfe , through ab 
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the partes of that body, and they all live by | 
one humane life; and not one of them by the 
liſe of a 14», and another by the life of a !yor, 
or any other beaſt ,, ſoe allthey who are in 
| Chriſt our lord, liuc by his 5pir:1,as the braunch. 
lives by the /e of the vine , and as the members 
live, by the bead. And hee who poſleſles this | | 
$p141, is like to Chriſt our Lord, andpartakes 
| of his conditions ; although ( as I ſaid),it bein 
a farre inferiour degree, And hee who hath 
not the [pi-it of Chriſt ; let him hearken to S. [gom,g. 
| Paule who ſaith , If any man bane not the ſpirit of 
Chit, that man is not of Chyiſt, * 
Lett a man therefore view. and reuitew 
himſelfe, to ſec if he finde a conformixy of his 
| foule, with that of Chriſt our Lord ; and if 
hee have it, it will be eaſy for him to keepethe 
# | commaundements of Chriſt, ſince hee is of 
ny | theſame condition with him. And though he 
hat be not yet , of conformity with Chrilt lett 
*"F | him goe to Chriſt, and beg his ſpirit of him, | 
x | whereby he may be ſtrenvthned, according to 
ny | that which D.aid delired , thus , Confirme wee 
_ with thy principall , «r cheife ſpiru. For it will P/al 
the profitt mee little , that Chriſt came into the | x0, 
nf | world, if withall he come not into my hart, 
Chriſt brought downe goodnes, peace, and loy in 
lt the bel Ghoſt , with many other benedictions. 
If I live in wickednes, warre, vagodly melan- 
I choly, or inordinate delight, Chriſt our Lord 
dwells not in my ſoule. And it is in effe&, with | 
mee, as if he had not come into the world at| | 
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| ail, Golog chat it will turne to my great 
| miſcrie; for I thall be puniihed joe much 
| more Vecauls I would not admitt of thatſah 
uation: which was offered mce, with ſo oollf 
2 will. | 

Chriſt our lord dyed for vs all, and is ready tolff 
recetue ysall.Lertys  maketowards him; chough 


| permit that ſoe.great, and pretious laboursand 
| atlictions of his ,may remaine fruiteleiie, The 
| price of them are our ſoules, if v, ce will carry 
them to Chriſt. Let vs cait our {elues downe 
| at his feete, deteſting our finnes, and our for. 
mer w icked life; diſtruſting our owne know: 
 Tedge, and wor and ſtrength; and {ſo , perſe- 
uering to beg, to knock , and to cry out ;he 
will Gll VS with knowledoac; how to adareſk 
our {elue;,and with power to vorke:and with 
perſeuerance, that wee may not fainte as it 8 
writcen , They who confide in onr Lord , Sitall 
procezde from ſtrength to ſtrensjh, they 5ha [lake the. 
| w-225 of an evte they Shall fly, and nat fant . And 
Frcs there ate more excetlencies in Chriſt out 
Lord then there'\are nuſerics in vs,Jet vs goe on 
towards him, acknowledging that hee is out 
onely reme3y; for by this meanes we lhall not 
lifptire tarough our owne miſcries, but rake 
comfort and partake of his belle rice, 
This my lord, ſcemed ſufficient to me, for the 
addreſle of a perſon who hatha minde to draw 


re is the capacity of two perl: ſons, your lordfi 


| it be but to doe him curtely ; and ict vs nat} 


neere to God, But becauſc in your borgihip.tY 
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Twill haue neede of two rules, That which is | 
ſaid, may ſuffice forasmuch as c6cernes your 
owne particular perſon; but in reſpect that you 
F [arcaman, who haue ſoc great charge ouer ſoc 
T | many others;it wil be neceffary for you,to haue 
more & more care of your ſelfe, For thereare 
If |many, who for as much as c6cernes their owne 
if | particular coſcience,are good men; & yet they 
| failein being good Lords, & yooe Magiltrats, 

And this ſecond parte is more hard, and it is the 

worke of one wha isa Kinde of perfectman; 

for it takes that firſt kind of goodnes for graun- 

red, and thenpaſles further on, For hee whoe 
forasmuch as concernes himſelfe , is notTuſt, 
{will not be Iuſt in whatzhe ought to doe ro- 
wards others.But yet itſufhices not for one who 
hath charge ouer many, that hee be 1»ft , for as 
much as concernes onely his owne particular | 
perſon, Ely. for his owne part was a good man, 
but he was not good for as much as concerned 
bis ſonnes, ſince he for boreto puniſhthem; & 
therefore he was greiuously punithed by al- | 
mighty God, So that, great lords haue neede 
of 2 manyfold kinde of goodnes, ſince they 
| haue a manifold kinde of perſon, K 
As for this ſecond part, which to be, con- | 
|cernes a c6mon or publiqueperſon, me thinkes |} 
[there is noe better glafle, wherein aman who 
Is 21ord over others, ought to looke,then ypon | 
|thatlord of men and angells, whoſe perſon he| 
repreſcrs, Hee who litts in the place of another, 
[1t 15 but reaſon that he hane the properties | 
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| of him , whoſe piace he holds. A lord of vafl 
ſailes is a Lieutenant of God who ordaines if 
that ſome {hall gouerne and commaund, an 
that others thall obey. He who reſiſts thoſe for:\if 
' mer, doth-by the teſtimony of S. Pavle, reſi 
le 0dtnation of God, who diſpoſes of ail things| | 
according to ſubordination.  "" 
Nov therefore lett a man conlider, what 
office God exerciſes towards man ; and ſoea 
great lord thall know how hee is to carry hims| 
 ſclte rowards his people. God chaſtiſes ſuch al 
erre, without any acceptation of perſons, and} 
in this he is ſoe ſtrict , thac he hath not anyji 
who is ſo great a fauourit of his, bur thathel|f 
{hall pay ſoundly for it, it he giue juſt cauſe, 
Nay he pardoned not ſoc much as his owne 
ſonne , though hee owed nothing for himſei 
fe, but onely becauſe he obliged himſelfe, tl 
pay for the {innes of others, Without faile he 
muſt nee\!cs be farre from acceptation of per] 
ſons, whoe puniſhed with foe great ſeuerity,|i 
| hſs onely begotten ſonne, and ſuch aſonne,and| 
{oe deerely beloued, and that for the ſinnes off 
others. There is nothing which ſhould hawf 
power , to make him who gouernes, forbearf} 
the doeing of his duty ; but he is to ſtand likeſſſ 
the ſtalke of a ballice which leanes not, eithei 
to the one ſcale or to the other, that ſo cue} 
man may haue his owne, There is noe ſtate bulfſi 
it would periſh and be vndone, if publique dF 
ſines ſhould be ledd , after rhepace of partic 
| Jar affections. And at an inſtant doth that. * 
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 Jeaue to bep»blique, when he bangs neuer 
"F.- little towards the particalar. - SERA! 
E Now ſince thereſpeRt of _ fitt,uſt 
_ |Wot bend him who gOUecrnes , MUC lefſs:muſt 
Sc reſpect of any other- man's profits rhake 
Einbend, fince he owes more to himſelfe then- 
"|, any other, Chriſt our Lord:is. the patterne 
ET iteforiall; nod onely foraſmuchas' 
*|Koncernes the priuate c6{cience of a particular | 
| | 2n, but foraſtrmch alſoc as concernes any pu- 
| lique perſon. For hee was aking and ſoctieis, 
= jough not after the manner of this world;Bat 
{Þcing in the chaire of his Crofſe-, beefajd to his 
voter, Woemen bebould thy ſanne. To g.ue vsto 
i Soderſtand thatthee who. is in theplaceofa pu- 
lique perfan,mulſt renounceall particular'in- 


cid inations., though it thould regard his'very 
Jotber. And the ſame exatnple;healſoc gaubys, 
* telf#hen at ſome other tymes, he would ſpeak with 
bur le tedernes;to that Bleſled Mother of his:To 1 
iy teach vs how carefull wee muſt bee, to keepe 
{fur ſelues; cleere from particular affeRion, 


of ough ſome be-angry at it. ; andthough our 
aue|{clues endurepaine by it, rather then es cheriſh | 
ard them, with diſguſt to God; *- 10 tins 
ikelſ}- There is nothing, to which great lords ought 
heli attend ſo much { that ſochey may be wil; | 
AJÞoth with God and man ) as truly, & cordially, 
uf (and like men who live inthe preſence of God) 
402 remaine ever faithfull, & firme to him, with 
{out hanging either to this way,or to that. And || 


| 
_ 

this will be eaſily performed by thargreat man, | 
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| who ſhall attentiucly conlider ; that he'jg 
the Miniſter of God ; as one who but mg 
| executes, and muſt not exceedetliecommiſ 
whichis ginento. him. God places not 
| Lords inthe world; to the cnd. that they 
 doe;;and vndoe, what they-liſt ; but" ro exo 
 the-dawes of hisſholy will.'' And thoughth 
may account.themſelues lords, yet-are of 
; 0dr the vniuerſall Lord of all,in compari 
of: whome, they.are more truly vallailes,h 
thetrivaſlailes arethcirs, and their power ig 
ralyilimicted as their vaſſailes power is fot 
| 21{ch as concernes the diſpentiig with'wh 
| they,oughr to doe, Soc that heiis to be' Ny 
tzuogted , and. beloued, :who: hath moſt ri 
onihisde.,and!heis to.be moſbpunithed;1 
 deferues inmelt. LAnd thus may: avy lord 
{ple thettuedoril: of all, if without acedp 
tign,of perſons, he giue to cUeryone accondil 
(| P1his workes ;yea and if ſonietymes he pudli 
moſtziſuch as afÞ:mott fauoured by-him; Bi 
| becauſe reaſon; wauld require;rhrad they ſho 
ſofignd him.leaft ; ad for that alloe they n 
[not thinke that-becauſe they are beloucdh 
him, they may take occaſion.todoe what th 
Jlift,,8 rhat whichtcaſon alloweth-nor, F 
| {hip lhould laſt aslong as vertizedoth , and 
mitie, of oppolition, as vice; For if be othi 
wiſc, woe be to them ; 
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e ie. cake that to be a rule of their lives, which; | 
16 q ſee youdoc, Make ACCOUNT that yau:are: | 
miſW.;ccdind high-place, and that your ſpecech and! 
X ll hions are {eene by all, anifollowed by $He! þ 
Wolt part of men. If fuch a:faſhion be takets | 
all.. is Court , if ſuch a.oianwer-of ſpeach-he 
Aſcd there, all men procuicitaifottow it. Audit 
vil were the cultome arnongftprear Jords,,than 
riWHyhen one should give thera buffet yponrond 
;, thifhecke, they would tender-the-other,: and- ian 
Where the faſhion for thim, t&aþhorre {inne,and 
Fo take it for a point of greatetics, toobey the 
wiYawcs of Chrifbour Lord, without doubt; ins 
mWriour men; would. houldjtap honour; to:doe 
rohat which they ſaw practifed by:;great.perſons; 
Wind for this reaſon, IL beleeue;rbat:the Prelars 
Wot the Church ,and the; lords ofthe, worldyare 
cauſe of perdition, to thomdſt part of ſouls; 
W.-: 1 beſeech your lordfhip;;rhat as you area 
ueparcicularmany:you:will look&.into your ſelfe 
wy with a hundred eyes, and that; you will lobke 
Into your ſelfe , witha hundred thowſand, as 
you are a perſon , vpon whome many looke, 
and whome many Polley, And takecare, to 
carry both your perſon,and your houſe, ſoe or- 
any dered, as the law of Chriſt requires; that hee 
who shall imitate your lordship , may alfoe 
WF imitate Chriſt our Lord therein, and may meete | 
| With nothing to ſtumble at. The vulgar, 1s 
2 vithour doubt, but a kinde of ape. Let great | 
men conlider what they doe , for in fine that 
Will be followed , either to their ſaluation : if 
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they give good Example, or for their conds 
| ane fi be enill, And this conſideration 
lone should. ſuffice to make went lords h 
like foe many Saints , though it might q 
them ſome trouble; conſidering how our 
leſws, the ſonne of God, would not be a ky 
butreſolued by his :labour and ſweat , toy 
reft-,. and peace to his ſubie&s. And he {lll 
from proſperities and honours, leaſt otheryjj 
he: might haue giuen occaſion of ſinne to 
ſernants, who would hauethought, ( if Ch 
our lord had followed them) that is wouldy 
hauebeene their part, to purſue the ſame; 
things are to be thought little worth , ſoul 
we may procure thereby , that God be {enuf 
| 


And let this bethe finall conclufion ; Thath 
much'the moreattentiuely , a man shall coll 
der; and imitate Teſws' Chriſt , ſo muchthe bai 
men: and ſo muchthe berter Lord he ſhallh 
Forin him wee beganne ,andſoe alſo wewl 
end-in him, 'N 
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hr off 4 Lerrer of che Authour , to a Lady mn 


Y :hezymcof Aduent and vpor this | 
roll occaſton he perſwades her to diſpoſe | 
WY fr ſelfe co receine the Infant Teſus,)| | 
hl and to loue him with feruent loue... 


-—_ 


Ow buſy will your ladyſhip bee, in chis| 
holy tyme;, preparing a lodging for that 
oveſt, who is coming to you. Mee thinkes, | 
ua lee you as earneſt, as S, Marth, & yet as quiet | 
ati 25 5. Mary Magdalen ; that foe by your endea-| 
WF uours, both exteriour and interiour, you may'| 
xaFdoe him ſeruice', who is drawing neere , (ince 
lb hee is foe worthy both of the one and of: the | 
2 mY othcr, and is,-in fine, your lord.O bleſſed ryme 
© whereinis repreſented to vs the coming of God 
Fin fleſh tro dwell amongſt ys , to illuminate our 
1] derkenes, and to addreſſe our feete in the way of peace, 
AFand to adopt ys for his brethren, and to defigne 
4's for theenioying of the ſameinheririce with 
-F himlelfe, 4 | 
| It is not without cauſe, that you delire his 
commg., and -that you prepare your hart for his 
habitation. For this lord was deſired long before 
F he came, and the Prophet called him The defrre' of 
4£(* Nations ;-and indeede hee viues himſelfe 'to 
P | none, bur ſuch as deſire him. God heares the deſire 


MLS I 
= "NES. OEM RO ES 3 


—S 


© 
7 


f 
Ce; 
} 
0 
| Ir 


- 
on 


i. 
— _— 
— — hw 


..__—_—_ 


þ 
- 4 


SPIRITVA LL. 16, 


W- 


a 
4» 


of © OY for his eares are laid cloſe to th 
12hing of our harts, and he cares for nothin 
els invs but thar, To ſuch a hart hee come 


and cannot deny himſelfe, as it is ſaid inth 
Canticles, T hou bf wounded my hart , O thay 


fs fer, "and my ſpouſe; thou baſt wounded mybar, 
the caſ of one of thane eyes , and by @ haive of 1 
vead, Is it poſlible for any thing to de mon 
tender, then'that which is wounded ; by th 


fightof a lingle eye? Is it poſlible for any h vl 
'to be more weake, then that which is Ke fa 
by-onelingle haife-Swhere now.are they j\ 


tay that God is haxdto be:obteyned, that ke 
rigourous tobedelt with, and infuppottablen | 


/be:endured. Wee muſt quarrel with.ourſclug 
ſince; becauſe wee' will be looking manyſey 


i 'rall weyes , we place not out fight pan Gl 


nor will wee {hut ghat eye 'of outs; which be 
 howldes'creatures; that ſo with all our though 
' WEE may colidet-God. alone, 'Hee who ſhoote 


| indole bowe,ſhugts one of hts eyes "hath 
* may.ſee better with the other ; hk tg ' birrth 


 white;&we, the while, will not shute vp alltha 

light of ours, hich! hinders vs from beings 
to hunte & wound ovr lord with lone: -:;: 
Let him recollect, and make ſure h;6low 


and letr him lodgeitin God, whefocuer hath 


' inde to obtaine. God, For as God 15 lage Joe! 
 he.anely to be. hunted ; and taken yh ou, 
and, he will haye nothing to doe with tha 
who-loue him not..And if they ſay, chat, 
know! him ers as they ought z F ( /&rM 
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B <1 com that they fay not true, Bur our lord 
| who is wounded with an eye, is tyed; with a 
F' haire, For that which loue takes, rhe recollec- 
in thi |ted and reflected thought conſerues ;'that. it 
thos mf | may nor be loſt. e Tin TH 
\ Andtothe end that menmight be put into 
|confidence!, that they:ſhould: be able to arriue 
{ | roalmighty God, andrhathee hath noeminde 
# | to ſlipp away, he makes himſelfe one of them, | 
[and layes himſelfe in. the armes of-a virgin, | 
[{wathed vp hand and foot, without pawer.:to: | 
fly from that man, who is diſpoſed to feeke 
him. O celeſtiall bread , which deſcendeltout 
of the boſome of thy Father, and art laid inthe 
publique places of this'world, inuitingas many 
25 will, that they may &me to enioye theeg and | 
teede ypon thee. And whoe-is hee whoe can: 
endure to withhould him ſelfe from gocing to 
thee, and from receiuing thee,ſince thou giueſt 
thy {elfe, vpon noe harder c6dition, then.onely 
that wee be content to hunger after thee? For 
doeſt thou peraduenture aske more of.ys,, then 
onely that a ſoule may ligh forthee, and con- 
telling her ſinnes, may recciue, and louethge- 
Great is the miſery of thoſe-men :,'who . 
when bread comes to ſeeke themin their. owne 
howſes, they chooſe rather to dye of hunger, 
|thento ſtoope to take ir vp. O ſloath what. a 
deale of miſcheife thou doeſt ! O blindenes; | 


i. _ _ 


what adeale of benediction._ doeſt thou looſe |: 
Olleepinesgizvhar a deale of -aduantage' doefb 


thou ſtealeaway ſince conſidering the promi- 


—_—— — —w—_@h _ —_ —__——._—. 


= —” —_- 


> OO — 
- a 


Y- 


—— —_— 


—_ 


'SPI RITV ALL Ep. 169 


%* 


| 


| 


ſc, that whoſ oeuer ſerkes «ball finde , and he 


aches Shall obtaine , and to him who Knockes it shy F 
be opened; it is cleare that if wee proue not wal 


the fault isours. _ . 

But what 2 shall things paſſe (till af thi 
manner? Thougl:God hienſelfe is come toc 
vs ,'shall wee ſtill continue licke 2 He beings 
the; gae of our hart, crying our and ſaying; 
' Open:t6 mee, O thoumy freind, and my ſpouſe, chill 


.| we being all wrapt vpin vanities,fuffer himto 


Rand calling there , and not ſoe much as open 
him the gate? 

O my Bode come hither, and tell mee, forl 
' askethee on the part of God, what, in fine, 
that'thing, which detaines thee, from 'gocin 
all, with * thy forces, ter God: 2 What d 
| thouloue, if r dw de not loue this Spouſe of 
chine? Or rather why doeſt thou not loue him 
much; whodid ſoe mightily loue-thee? Hehad| 
noe'buſines on earth, bur to attend to, the lone 
of thee, and to ſeeke thy profitt, with his owne| 
lofle. And what haſt thou to doe in this world; 
but to exerciſe thy ſelfe,all,inloue ofthis king 
of heauen 2 Doelt. thou not ſce , how allth 
which heere thou ſeeſt, muſt have an. end, Y 
alſo all that which ou heareſt, which chou| 
toucheit, which thou taſtcſt , dad wherewiti} 
thou doeſt conyerle 2 Doeſt cham not ſce, cha} 
all this is but cobwebs, which cannot cloatt ; 
thee, and keepethee warme? Where art thoullf 
thou hauc nor thy being in leſwsChyiftour lor 


' whatart chou thinking? what ac#ount art t > af 
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«FH g > what doeſt thou ſeeke, our of thar 


makin 
onely , ONE, complete God? ; 
Let vs rowſe vp ourſeluesat laſt, & breake of 
this badd leepe ; Let vs awake, for it :s broad 
day , fince leſus Chrilt Our lord who is the light, 
is come, Let vs doe the woekes*of light , ance 
there was tyme wherein wee: did the workes 
of darknes, O that the memory of that tyme, | 
wherein wee know not God, might ſerue ys 
now for sharp ſpurrs, to make ys runne gree- 
dily after him. O that we could runne, O that 
wee could fly, O that wee might burne, and be 
transformed, into him, W hat mult a creature 
doe, when he ſees his creator made man, and all 
forloue of him alone 2 who cuer heard of ſych 
aloue as this, that one louing another, thould 
by loue be converted into that other, Ir is true | 
that God loued vs, when hee made vs after his 
Y/ Image;bura farre greater worke it was to make 
zelfſ} himſelfe after our image. He abaſes himſelte 
eff/t0 vs, that hee may exalt ys to him. He makes 
$] timſelfe man, that hee may make vs Gods, He | 
fi deſcedes from heauen, that he may carry vs thi- 
({{zhcrin bis copany ; and in fine hedycd, that he 
might give vs life, And now {hall it be poſlible 
{ithatin the midſt of theſe things, I ſhould. lye 
ith] lleeping and without any ſcnſe of gratitude for | 
nat} foe preat loue? 0 lord illuminate. myne eyes , that | Ki 
thi! they may not ſleepe:in ſuch a death: 25 this. And thou | Ef. 23s 
rtf} ho haſt done vsthis great fagour, giuevs al- | 
bY foe a right feeling of it, For otherwiſe, the | 


I 


ouſly eater the benefire is, the more hurt it will | 
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| | 
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doe vs-in the end. . = 
O Lord open thou myne eyes, that they myy 
conſider thee,deſcending out of the boſome' 
thy father; andentring into that of thy vygy 
mother., that I may giue thee great thankes fg 
this benefit, Make mee able to humble my {df 
forthee, Make mee abletoconfider thee lying 
in 2 maunger, inſteade of a bed, crying out 
through could & being oppreſt with poueny 
& make me learne thereby, how to caſt all del 
cacy farre from mee, Make thy teares & light 
ſhew & ſound themſelues forth -in myne eare;, 
that ſoe they may mollify my hart, 8 rhat ſoe 
may deliuer it ſelfcouer, as wax, to euery inc þ 
nation of thy will, And doe not thou permit, 
that God ſhould weepe, and that man ſhould 
| have nocfeeling of it; for I know not at which 
of theſetyyo things, wee might wonder moſt,:: 
Seale vp,O lord,thy wordes in my ſoule,that 

I may neuer {inne againſt thee, Let the blood 
which thou didit ſhed for mee, be gathered 'y 
' into my hart, and be thou all,my onely ow 
that ſoe thou maiſt not repent thy ſelfe, of dl 
theſe great affliions, which thou enduredit fot 
| mee. It is I, whom thou ſoughtſt, and whont 
| thou ſcekeſt ſtill; and for mee thou haſt made 
all thoſe tiltings., and triumphes, and Shewd 
forth all thy liueries , and vndergone all thi 
| colt, Let me neuer ſee my ſelfe belonging 


any other then-thee, fince thou haſt deſerntl 


' 
” 


® 


me ſoc well. - 3s ths 200: 14 
Come. Madam,ler- that bart of yburs, now pt& 
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arc ir ſelfe for Godis vpon the point of being 
Wh and hee hath neither howſe, nor bedd, 
wherein tolye. Let your hart be all inflamed 
with ioue, for the Infant ſuffers much cold. . 
Andyert if your hart be but cuen ſoe muck as 
luke warme this Infant with his cold , will 
| ojue it greater heat. For how much the more | 
cold he ſuffers for vs, ſo much the more loue, 
he ſhewes to beare vs; & where I finde my ſelfe 
tobe more beloued , there am I obliged more 
to loue, | | 

Exteriourly hee ſuffers cold, and yet,through 
the great loue he beares vs, he can endure noe 
cloathes ; but he lyes naked asſoone as he is 
borne, & tiaked they lay him vpon the Croſle, 
becauſe in his bearth, & in his death, he ſhewed 
[the greateit excefle of Joue, _ 
| Madam, you muſt prouidea cradle wherein | 
[you may rock hima flcepe , which f{ignthes the 
| repoſe of contemplation, and ſce that you tend, 
[3nd treat him well, for he is the ſonne of a great | 
high King, and he is theſonne alſoe of a yirgin, 
and he rakes much gult to lodge himſelfe inthe | 
| hart of virgins ; for the meat he cates is fleſh, 
which is crucified & dead. And becauſe he hath 
agreat deale of poore people, amongtthis kin- 
dred , whome yet he loues decrely well, you | 
mult be alſce ſure to loue them, for they are the | 
brethren of our creator, As ſoone as he is borne 
j1n your hart , you muſt take careto nurſe him; 
| andI beſcech him to keepe and fauc you, for his | 
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Ep. 16. 139 


| mercies ſake. Amen. | 
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A Letter to 4 certaine Lady , who t taught wid 
what diſpoſition she us to receine Chriſt our lord] 
znto her ſoale; and with what care he is to keqy 

' bim, and of the great miſery where into that ſol 
falls, which committs mortall ſinne, and whati| 
great treaſon it is , toleaue God, and follow thi 
deuill, eſpecially for ſuch as baue beene particulary| 

i fauonred by almighty God. C 


T HE grace and peace of the holy ghoſt, be 
inyour hart, and aſlift you in this hoh 
tyme ; that you may prepare your ſoule , for 
| that Infant who is now to be borne, For he 
hath noe howſc, but in thoſe ſoules which ar] 
well diſpoſed to receiue him. Hecomes a4 
ſtraunger, andin great pouertie,Giue himyout 
hart, x tk ſoe he may ſay in thelaſt day, | was 
firannger and you received mee. But yet conlidet 
withall, that as there is nothing ſo muchtobe 
 defired by you as to lodge this Infant in yout 
ſoule, fo is there nothing which requires mort 
care anddiligence;then to prepare, the lodginy 
ready, inſuch ſort as he delires, He comes itt 
| humility, and pouertie; and they who recent 
him muſt be humble, and poore. He comest9 
vndertake great labours, and with labour 
howſe muſt be adorned, wherein he youtch# 
fes todwell. H&ischaſt, and he loues ſuch#] 
are chaſt, And though be be yery little , and} 
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| Ep. 17. 14i.f 
very Infant; yet withall, he is very great, and' | 
heis God; and ſoeit mult be no little thing to 
prepare alod ging for agreat God. Our lord is 
{choiſe and nice , and by reaſon of ſome one 
| mortall ſinne which ſome man makes litle dif- 
ficulty to committ, he refuſes toenter into the. 
ſoule. And if he be there already , one morrtall | 
| finne, ſends himaway, And when he is gone, | 
he comes not back againe ſoe ſoone;but makes | 
it plaine, by the difficulty which he hath to re- 
turne , with kow great diligence he is to be 
| kept, by vs; when we haue him there. | 
' Omy good lady, and how riche is he who 
poſſeſſes God, and how often in the day were 
| he to looke downe ypon his hart, asking our | 
| Lord if hee be there > What chaynes ſhould he 
| caſt about him of humble petitions and reares, 

| begging of him as Danid did, in theſe words, 
0 lord depart not from mee. How full of caution 
ought a man to walke, leaft he ſhould doe ſo- 
mewhat, which might offend our Lord, & leaſt 
being offended ; he ſhould be gone. For, if hee 
beall good, what ſhallit be to looſe him, but | . 
tofallinto the Abifle of all miſcries? They are} 
fadd things, which aſoule feeles, when it hath 

| loſt God; and ſuch, as will hardly be beleiued, 
though all the world ſhould ſpeake of them, 
This appeares well in our firſt parents Adam 

- | and Eve. For Eue, looking ypon the fruite of 

1} | the forbidden, tree, it ſeemed very beautifull] 
iq hereye, and that if she might eate thereof, 

it would proue very pleafing to her, and giue 
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| her great contentment, But as ſoone alt ſhe hgd 
| eaten, het eyes were opened, to behould thoſs 
, 
 MEANES , & Ex G 
{ ternes of brea 


| hidden 
| 
| 


-O how many haue beenedeceiued "Be wal 
uill, through falſe imagination; he promik m7 


| them contentment, & gult;& they afterwardg 


| making bitter lamentation,forgiuing credit 
| him, whom euen before they knew to bealymy 
& the father of lyes: and ſome, after the endof 


many;labours, and tcares, haue ſweatc bard;to 


returne into the freindſhipp. of God, thoug by 


| chrqugh all their life, they continued with this 
| dagger in their hart, of,, How bane [ offended God 


heutng vouchſafed mee ſoe many bleſings | And't 
ſeemedto them, as if they enioyed not the bts 
 nefitt of his pardon , through the continus 
 greife and ſhame , which they had for commit 
ting theoffence, Others there are, whoe beiggh 


once gone away 3 neuer turne againe;; like 
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made hawkes ; whoe flying from the fiſt of 
their Lord, fall to feede vpon carryon ; and 
being ſe fleſiied, returne noe more ; and ha- 
| ving formerly' raſted the toode of Angells, 
gro\we to take delight in the.buskes of ſ(wyne, 
Of theſe S. Peter ſaith, Thatzt had beene better for 
them, not to bane knowne the Way of our lord, then ro 
leave it after it was knowne. And it happens to | 
[chem as to the dogge who returnes to eate, 
what he had vomitted , & as-to the hogg whoe 
wallowes, in. his myre.from-:1ide toſtde, And 
our Lord himſelfe ſaid , That he whoputs bis hand 
torhepl owels, and lookes backe is not fitt for the king- 
dome of beapen-; but returnes'to be worldly agai- 
ne, and is both made an obiet-af ſcorne to the 
Qeuill, and is alſoc placed'asa marke to fright 
others from offending Gode :' 
*..In this. ſortedid the wife of -Lothyndoe her 
elfe, For God: hauing vouchfafed her; ſoe 
great a fauour , as to deliuer*her from) the 
tyre , which-came from heauen, vpon Sodam: 
and Gamoryab y where ſhee dwelt 5 and .com- | 
maunding her not to looke backe againe, ſhe 
obeyed not: his voice ; but turning her bead | 
dacke, was transformed into a pillar of ſalte, 
which bcaſtslicke vp, And heereit is to be c6ſi- 
dered , that if God puniſhed her ſoe ſeuerely, 
whoe had not becne a ſinner in that Citty, tur} 
\Ongly becauſe ſhe obeyed not his commaunde- 
'ment of not looking backe for what canthe 
liner hope Y whoe is delivered from the 
puviſhment of God , through his great 
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mercy; if yet diſpiling that exceſſiue goodne 


|? 


he turne back his hart, towards the flesb potty 
| Egypt, and his annes paſt. 1 
 'T beſeeth God euen for God's owne ſak 
todeliuer cueryſoule; from falling downein | 
| oe great 2 miſeryas this, Foras 'S; Paule aflir 
mes, it 1s 4 fearefull ' and horrible thing ; to fall 
| into the hands of the-lining God ; and what 1 
man. that be shonld be able to endure the wrath ant 
fary., of Almighty God? For agany huge fire of 
ableto deuoure ſome little woeful ſtraw ,fot 
doth the mighty wrath of God;ſwallow wſ 
the ſoules & bodyes of allſuch perſons as d&-] 
part from him.”Andas when ſome wite , whoe 
| | had beene deerely beloued by her hnsband?] 
 committs the fowle finne of adultery, thathuſs 
band is inraged ſoe much the more againſt het] 
at ſhe had bene more beloued by him; fot that 
| wrath of God is very vnſafferable '; which he| 
expreſſes againſtithat ſoule, which he had fors| 
| merly drawne out of the captiuity of {inne,and| 
' of bound had made free, and being naked and] 
voyd of grace, had made rich and tarely adoti 
-ned with the ſame grace, and of a wicked ſlaug| 
had exalted to be his moſt honoured & beloutt 
wife. What would ſuch a woman deſerue, wh 
being vngratefull for ſoe great fauours, Tif 
not ſhould committ adultery, againſt ſuch a 
nerous andpious husband, but through who 
hart , any fich thought ſhould once pal 
though ſhee were a thowſand mile off , from} 
the tact, , 
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Jan Who could cuer thinke of giuing a buttctr,to 
otts nc that had endured {oe many for him; and to 
"E.+ freſh diſhonours, & to crucitye a fecod ty- 
ſake\Wnc that perſon, whoſe former wounds, it were 
inlmuch more fitt for him to bathe & dretle and 
affird allwage , then to add new ones to the old: 
o fall har kinde of wickednes ſhall wee call it, 
at fl which is able euen to amaze, and aſtqniſh the | 
5 at(fÞvor'd ) tor one to leane Godforthe deuill, and | 
e: © hauing beene walking in the way to heauen, |. 
 fop|(f> 306 thruſt his very feete into hell E and to 
, wp like better to haue to doe with God inraged, 
. de-(then with God all gentle and appeaſed: 
/heelfl Madam, 1 bauc not written this , as thin- 
anddÞ king that this miſery will lay hould on you. 
kf ror my confidence is not in you , but in him, 
hee] whoe, with ſoc much mercy, and pitty , redee- 
cha med you, out of the captiuity wherein you 
k kl vere, and taught youſoe well, what belongs 
for his loue, 25 to haue given you cleerely to vn- 
and| derſtand thereby. that hee mcailt Not to vnder- 
ardl take the buſines in ieſt, neither will hee, that | 
JogiſQeither you, orI, ſhall make a icſt thereof, In. 
ane! this lord who loues with ſoe great hidelity,doe 
well place my confidence; and not in you , whoe 
vhs baue kept {o ill correſ} pondance with his true 
ro Pue. Bur T haue written this, to the end,that of 
oe($/ourfelfe, you may hunt out a litle ſent, of the 
”” danger wherein you arc; & that you may rec6- 
fend your ſelfe more and more, to our Lord, | 
on 24 in fine, that you may be ſoe difcreete as not 
to caſt away your tyme, inthe admitting of | 
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| voprofitable thoughts. Our lord will cleer | 
vp theſe things , and will finiſh that which] 
he hath begunne , and will not take thig| 
Crowne from mee , and therefore am in'p.| 
tience and hope, that you ſhall not depriue mee 
of that which God hath giuen mee. You haue 
heere many ſeruants of God , both men and] 
| woemen , who recommend you to his merey, | 
with much care, and [ bikeecl him to graunt || 


| | moſt completely to you. Amen. 
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A Letter of the Awttony to 4 Lady , atthe Feaſt of the 
Epiphany or three kings. Wherein hee s17ewes 
how: shee 45 to goe and adoe the Infant leſus, 


digine lone. 


Wrote to your Ladyſhip this laſt Aduent, 
of the great fauour which our Lord did vs, 


in youchſafingto come to vs, and of the happi- 


nes of that ſoule which diſpoſes himſelfe to re- 
ceiue him, I 1ope in his mercy, that hee is come 
home to you, and that you haue receiued him 
with faith and loue, And theretorc now, there 
remaines noe more , but that you offer your 
ſelte, ia perperuall ſacrifice ro him , who hath 
youchſated to offer himſelfe to you as a decre 
vyeſt, and that you imitate the faith and pre- 
ſents which were made by thoſe w/e men to the 
Bleſſed Infant as ſoone as they found him our; 
25you haue alrcady imitated them in the care 


[they had to finde him, It will doe well , that 


you contemplate how this great lord s foe 
humbled , inthat poore open itable, and that 
maunger , where the naturall diſcourſe and 
humaine reaſon of thoſe kings, was farre from 
tninking that they thould ftnde him, But the 
ſtarre which, with vs, is Faith, refuſes exprelly 


to palle any further on, and declares with moſt 


reſplendent be1mes as by foe many tongues, 


with theſe kings ; being ouided by the ſtarre of 
faith ; and that shce 15 to offer him the gould of 


| 


| 
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| belcene, that molt firmely, whereof wee finde | 


that hce who is aboue all reaſon , and Know- 
ledge, lyes ina place which is bidden from all 
idiſcourſe of reaſon; that ſoe wee may learneto| ||. 


leaſt certainty, . 
For if as theſtarre guided them, ſoe they had 
beene guided bur by their reaſon , they would 
haue gone to looke forthis new borne King in 
ſome royall pallace; for a perſon and a place 
wherein he dwells, are to carry proportion to | 
one another: Our lord vouchſafes to they a 
great fautour to them, vpon whom he beſtowes 
a ſtarre , which is the guift of faith ; thar ſoe 
they may ſeeke God, both when he is wrapped 
vpaſ\vell in thoſe ſwadling-cloutes, in the po- 
uerty of his birth, as in the contempt and tor- 
ment of the death of the Crotle ; the kings finde | 
him in one of thofe places, and the good theete 
in the other. For both they, and hee , had the 
eyes of Faith , ard that made them proſtrate 
themſelues all along and adore him, proteſtipg 
thar they were as nothing in his diuine preſen- 
ce. Forif they had knowne him but for a tem-| 
porall King, how great ſocuerhee had becne,it| 
woult hauc ſuftized for tiiem, to haue donere-| 
uerence to him, as one man vſes to another; 
but for ſoe great men to proſtrate themſclues, 
before an Infant, betokens that they had in- 
teriour faith , whereby they knew the high 
Maicity , which lay hidd in that Infancy. 
But now your Ladyſhip muſt be ſure, that | 
you appeare not empty before this Lord; and. 
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[made to him; bur it 15 atrue and perfect loue, 


Ep.19, 149. 


(chat you thinke not that you giue him any. 
thing , if you doe not giue him your loue. 
[Nothing but God is able to make vour Lady- 
ſhipp happy ; and nothing bur your ſelfe is able 
okeepe him contented. This loue of his is not 
joyned with any intereſt which regards him- 
clfe , or the value of the preſents which are 


which requires an yniog of harts, And this 1s 
that language , as S, Bernagd ſaith , whereby 

Go , and the ſoule communicate themſclues 
& ſpeake to oneanother ,in theſametune. It 
our lord threaten and punilh mec, I am not to 
doe the ſame; but my duty will bee, to humble 
my ſelfe ſoe much the more, as hee doth more 
exalt himſelfe ; but if he loue mce,, I mult bee 
like him in that, and Imulſt louc him, ſaying, 


with the ſpouſe; My beloued to mee and I to him, 
O great dignitie of a creature, which is abled 
ttusto draw, in the ſelfe ſame yoke with his 
Lord, and may anſweare himlike, for like, for 
loueis that thing, which abaſcs hills, and rayſes 


 |alleys. Ofter your loue to him ; whoe for loue 
 |ofyou, did ;rhough hee were ſoe great, be- 


comean infant, and being God became man; 
and ſhedd the blood of circumciſion for you, 
withineyghrdayes.; as being not content that 
he had ſhedd teares, for you, when h@was bor- 
te, Steale not your ſclfe away from this lord, 


| 


"| 


Y 


ince you are ſoe truly his, leaſt you 


ihe went like one whoerunnes away with him 


grow tO be 


otthem , of whomethe Prophett Ieremy ſaith; 
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are wont to meaſure themſclues bytheir doeing 


- 


| others W 


| uice whiqp weecan doc him, how great ſocucr 
ir may be, is great in his ſight , ifthe Joue of the| 
-artie be not great, For hce whoe hath neede 


ſeife. Where are you engaged more deepely} 
where can youemploy your (elfe more profita- 
bly2where.can you exalr your felf more highly, 
then by louing Chriſt our lord, who loued you, 
and waſhed you with his bloud, and gines euen 


him of a man, grow to-be a kinde of God, 

Bee very carefull of your ſelfein this bulinex, 
and ſoc that you dtter zonuld to the Infant leſus; 
For as alittle gould is more worth then agrear- 
quantitie of other mettall, ſoc alittle true Jaut, 
is more pretious; then much copper, and ſuch 
other mettalls of feare, and proper intereſt, or 
any other ſuch affects as riſe from theſe, Many 


many good workes, and they neuer confider 
that God reſpects nothing in them, butonely 
the hart from whence they riſe ; and that one 
man ſhall pleaſe God more who doth lefle good 
workcs, then another whoe doth greater, ifhe 
who did the leflc, haue the greater loue, Some 
man by faſting fromſome one meale, or by gi- 
uing ſome very little almes, thall be more plea 
ling to our lord (as the widdow was, then many 
hoe gaue great almes) becauſe hedoth 
't with more loue then they. And heercin ap- 
peares the greatenes of our Lord, ſince noeſer- 


of nothing, and cannot poſliblyencreaſe atall 


2 *iches, or any othergood, why.ſhould he: 
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himſelfe to ſuch aone as loues him,and make | 
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[czre for ought which can be giuen him, but | 
onely to be beloued, which is ſoc acceptable a 

preſent, as Cannot be refuſed by any. And foe | 
much is God in carneſt when he requires it of 
ys, as that he puniſhes with eternall death, the 
| verſon whoe grauntes him not his loue, 
| Whatthing is ſoe farre from ſelfe loue inthe 
delires of any thing , as hee whoe needes noe 
ſeruice which can be done him thereby ; and 
whoe againe hath ſoe much delire of any thing 
x5 he whoe ſoe requires a'man's loue, as to pu- 
| niſh him with the torments of hell, who will 
not giue him that loue and giueir truely, yea, | 
and that ſoeasit may exceede all other loues. | 
And therefore Saint Auguſtine might ſay with | ' 
| reaſon, Olord what account doeſt thou make of mee, 

face thow commaundeſt., mee to loue thee; and doeft | 
(breaten mee with huge miſeries if I lcue thee not. 
Let this be therefore your prime care,to attend 
totheloue of our Lord. For this very purpoſe, 
he made himfelfe ſoc very little. For by "28 
much the more he conceales , and as it were 

uſlembles his Maieſty, ſocmuch more doth he | 
declare his goodnes, and thus doth he the more 
Inuite our loue ; which lookes more at caſe 
ypon thelittlenes which he tooke, then ypon 
the greatnes w hich he naturally poſlelled. 

His wiſedome lyes hidden by his being made | 
|22 Infant whoe could not ſpeake. His power | | 
{1s alfoe bound vp by certaine ſwathing--cloa- 
nes, and he endures bitter colde. And all this| 
to the end, that the more of his other attributes 
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Tohn, 


he hides from vs, the more he may declare his 
loue to ys; that ſoe we a!ſoe may loue him the 
more, as we finde him to haue {uttered more 
for vs. It is certaine that to fce him tremble 
with colde doth kindle vs much more, then if 
wee ſaw him well, and warimely cladd, and if 
he felt noe paine. And therefore hee {hall doe 
very ill, whoedenyes bim his loue,fince it was 
bought at ſoe much coſt of this Intant ; and 
after the rate thereof , wiil it coſt that man 


 Whoe ſhall deny to giuc it. 


Hee whoe offers this loue, offers the holocauſ 


wih the marrow to our lord, as Dauid ſaith, For| 


as fire burnes vpa wW hole beaſte; foe doth loue 
conſume the whole man, both within & with- 
out, The fire of true loue, will not endure that 
the ſtraw of cxtcriour vanitics ſhould remaine 
yaburnt. How ſhall that man be able to love 
pompes and ſhewes who cordially loues the 
Infant leſs , being layd in a poore maunger, it 
it be true that loue muſt make louers like to 
one another, Ir is a great bleſſing and light, 
which makes vs able to ſec God heere beloue, 
that foe we may know how to walke for the 
ptealing of his diuine Maielty, And fince be 
walkes in a very contrary way to that of the 


| world , let vs reſolue to make our choice of 


that guide, whome we mecane to follow ; {ince 
weecannot walke in both; and ſince the world 


runges headlong ypon errour, and fince Chriir 


our Lordis the truth which ſaues ſuch as be- 
lecue and follow it. 


# 
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[allthings which he poſlefles, and delires , be- 
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And let this bufocanſt haue marrow in it for. 
narrow is a ſoft thing, and doth ſoone melt. | 
And foe doth that hart which loues our lord; | 
1nd whether the matter concerne the ſeruice. 
of the fame tord , or els the good of a man's 

neighhour, ſuch a one will not exprefle either 
&rynes, or har{hngs, but ſweete mildenes, bee. 
alſoe hath care to keepe his loue as fate, as the 
mnarrowe i5 within the bone, Bur before you | 
canarriuc to that marrow, itis garded firſt by | 
the skynne, andthen by the fleſh, and laſtly by | 
the bone it ſelfe, The man who loues, places | 


1 


| 
| 
| 
fore that which he Jones; thathe may ſconer | 


him thould once be touched. And he hath a | 
ltrong and firme purpoſe as if it were made of 
ron not to venture the loue of our lord, | 
though it ſhould coſt him whatſocucr he either 
ls, or may eucr be. 
Such gould as this it is , which you muit. 
offer tC the Infant, who 1s: borne {oc poore, | 
and you inuſt open your treaſures , for that | 
9.00 , as thoſe Kings did, For if this hart 
© not opened, which 1s the treaſnre-howe, | 
al the labour is loſt, For in thatcaſc whatſo- 
er it bee, which is offered , is not gold bur 
countertect ſtuffe; & he takes the beit to him. 


Open therefore your hart, and conucigh the 
Infant newly borne into it, fince that hart a- 


looſe all thar, then that the perſon be:oucd by | 


lelfe, and giues the worlt to Ainighty God. 
CG | 


lone lizes, in which hccis. And fince he is of 
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| orels lay him ſoone aſide, as thinking rhat he 


| conſiders that God loues it, and it loues God, I 


| with him, becauſche is an Infant; for within 


\{oc little weight, doe not lay him downe; but 
yweare him in your boſome, like that handfull of 
 Myrrb , whereof the ſpoule ſpeakes. Conuerſe 
| withhim with all reuerence becauſe he is God; 
and yet take courage to communicate freely 


he hath his hart as ſerene, gnd ſ\veete, as you | 
may well concciue by his exteriour apparance, 
Take heede you lett him nor fall, tor he muſt | 
be kept with great care ; bur if your loue be 
not great, you will either forgett him quickly, | 
weighes too much, Andſoe that you negotia» 
te with himinſuch ſort, as thet you giue not 
 ouer , till you perceiue by good coniectures, 
that both you loue him, and are beloued by 
him, For till aſoulefeele this, it cuer liuesin 
| feare . aud ſadnes, and as vnder the burden of a 
law, but when it comes tothis paſle; theres 
nothing which can eaſily trouble it, when it 
beſeech him that ir may foe happen to your 
Ladyſhipp. Amen, 


, 
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Aletgr of the Authour to a Eady wherein hee 5hewes 
what the coming of the holy Ghoſi wrouehtin the 
Apoſtles , and what it workes in thera whoe dij- 
poſe themſelues to receiaeit , and how they are 10. 


diſpoſe themſelues, 


lc. 


Od ſend you a good Feaſt of whitſontide, 
(Jnor by hearcſay, but by experience; & that, 
in this ſolemnitie your hart may feele that 
which the faichfull ſeruats of Chriſt our Lord, 
when they were aflembled in that mecting- 
place did feele, by the infuſion of him into their 
oules, who depriued them of their weakenes, | 
anddceliucred rhem from their ignorances, and 
fulfilled the boſome of their ſoules, with ſoe 
greatioy, 45 might well giuethe world tovn- 
derſtar« ; that the blood of Chrilt our lord was 
not ſhedd in vayne, nor his prayersto his Father | 
made in vayne;lince by meanes thercof,a parti- 
cipation of tne diuinitie , was communicated. 
O how often, when they ſaw themſelues ſoe 


(deifyed, and thatthey were made ſoe richly the 


louers and beloued of God, did they ling a 
world of prayſes to Ieſus Chriſt, their lord and 
Maiſter ; as knowing well , thathe had ſent 
them this guiftas he was God, and had deſcrued 
it for them as he was man, For according to 
whatourlord himſelfe had ptomilſcd, the holy 
ghoſt a5 ſoone as he ſhould become, was to 
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all gratitudeto him ,astotheir true and aboun.|ſſ 


| he makes that Bleſled word of God, to be be. 


in whome he repoſes, and that they ſhould ma- 


of this whole world would be ſoone quenched 


| rein wee yet remaineſoec negligent, ſoc barren, 


make knowne leſus Chyr/?, our Lord, and to giug 
teſtimony of him , that ſoe the Diſciples, and 
| the world might kuowe him , and by knowiyn 

| him might vnderſtand withall , that all gogg 
{ was to come tothem by his meanes, andthx 
| they were to render him ſcruice , and exprell: 


| dant benefactour; and that ſoe, they mightre. 
maine faſter tyed to him by the cordes of loue, 
in his abſence, then formerly they had beenein 
preſence;& might know by experience, whata 
puiſſant love the bolygbeff is, and hoiv ardently 


loued, from whome himſclfe proceeded, and 


ke noe difhcultie to publiſh and proclaime him 
to the world, though it ſhould coſt them their 
hues. 

It we had a parte of this ſolemnity heere 
within our very harts , weshould be ſuretoce- 
lebrateit exteriourly as we ought. And if our 
{oule were bedewed . with ſome dropp of the 
water of this plentifuil Riuer which iſſues out 
of the throne of God, & of the lambe,thethirſt 


in ys. and wee ſhould be refreſhed by this hea- 
uenly dew from that drynes, and ſtiffnes whe» 


and foe accurſed, _ 
O how much would we finde our {clues 
obliged to our Redeemer , when wee ſhould 


| 


ſenfibly feele, that wee were indeede redcemed| 
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ur ſorrowes were ſpent, and aboundance of 
oy impartcd inſteedethereof, Wee would not 
then complaine of paines,of baniſhments, 0 


linfine of any inconueni&Ece, For foe powerfull 
;this ſpirit, and the fire thereof, that it ſtrives 
wward , and makes vs foe loue & conhide in 
(God, that noe water of ſorrow, and affliction 
hath power to quench it, but it remaines euer 
uicke, and conveyed with ſuch {trength into 
the bowells of the ſoule ( which arc ſoe migh- 
tily inflamed ) that it kills all that which lives 
ill; and cauſes, that euen death it ſelfe cannot 
conquer him, who is mortyfied by the coming 
of this holy ſpiritr. | 
\ © This is that deare gueſt , whoe cures the 
wound, which the abſcnce of Chrilt our lord 
had made in thcir harts whoe loucd him, and 
hlls vpp that empty place , which was made 
therein by his departure. And now if he were 
ale to comfort and free men from that ſor- | 
low , which was cauſed by the abſcnce of 
Ciriſtour lord himſelfe , more ecatily will hee 
deable to comfort vs, in caſe of theabſence of | 
eatures, if we be inany paine thereby, This 
| hee, whois ſoc full of care of his orphanes, 


Who-onerſhadowes them with ſtrength,from | 
01 high, and who coyers and keepes them 


Warme vnder the mantle of his protection, and 


by him and that our finnes were drowned, that | 


0 :bſence from what we loue, of wanting thole | 
[things which ſeeme moſt neceſſary to vs, and 


mak : | 
makesthem know that they haue onein hea- | 
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| uen , whome they may with confidence , bat 


| without preſumption call Father; hee repaireg 
| that which is ruined, he illuminates that which 
15 darke , he heates that nan" colde , he 
ſtraightens that which is crooked, be refrejheg 
| that which is ouer wearyed, and he is dayly gi. 
| Uing vs new ſtrength , which makes ys fly vp 
toward the mountaine of God. 
Madam, it will be reaſon that ſuch an ex- 
 cellent preſent as this, ſhould put vs-into great 
appetite, and thar wee ſell all the afteCtions of 
our hart , for the purchaſe of this lewell, 
which onely is able to make vs happy. The 
newes of it paſles before our doores, and the 
noyſe ſounds in our cares , of how he comes 
downe to men, and is glad of a habitation in 
their hartes; Let vs not ſuffer him to paſle by; 
but let ys conſtraine him to viſit, and comfort: 
vs, that we may ſerue himyert more. And con- 
{idering in whoſe name wee may deſire him to] 
{tay with vs, he will not necde to be much en-) 
treated; forthe Father ſends him, through Teſus 
| Chriſt his ſonne our Lord. | 
| Chriſt our Lord is he who obtayned the 
| holy ghoſt for vs. For otherwiſe , what had 
that molt high ſpirit ro doe , with coming 
downe to vs, whoe are but ſoe much fleſhy 
which is impure, and weake, and enclincd to 
all Kinde of ill ,This ſpiritt excecdes vs incom-! 
| parably more , then the hcauens exccede tit 
' earth, if it were not for that , hewho is of hea»! 
-uen , being engendred by the Father, _ 


ot we th, 
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Mnteitc toe tarre asto become man, the lignif- 
-ation of which word is to be earthly. And ſo 
God being humaned, andtempored with our 
weakenes, did labour and ſweate, and, ypon 
the coſt of bis life, did obraine for vs, that this 
ſpiritt which created the heauens , ſhould abaſe 
it ſelfe ſoc farre, as to dwell in thoſe potts of 
clay. 

;"M vs giue thankes to Ieſus Chriſt our 
Lord , and lett vs gather the fruite of his la- 


bours. And lince the holy ghoſt comes downe 


of the meritts of Chriſt our lord, let ys not be 
ſoc vngratefull for either of theſe two great 


moſt high will abaſe himſelfe to theſe meane 
perſons, that he may bee their Father,and their 
guide, and how then can wee be ſuch woetull 
ſotts, as to ſay Noe, to him, Let vs goe forth to 
receiue him with loue, whoe comes with loue, 
and lett ys doe it with great delire, for where 
ie is defired he is well content to ſtay. Lett vs 
be like him whoe ſaid. My ſoule hath deſired 
thee by night , and in ſpiritr ; and with the 
very bowells of my ſowle , I watch towards 
thee in the morning. By night he deſires to 
eoythy holy Spiritt, who findes himſelfe to 
be afflifted , and places not his confidence in 
sowne arme, but ſends out {ighesto this ſpi- 
It, as tothe comforter of the ſorrowfull, and 
the caſer of all ſuch as are in paine, And{'in the 
morning hee will bee CONntenrt tO watch, whoe 


willingly to dwell with vs, in contemplation |} 


fauours, as thereby to looſe them both. The | 
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| | knowes leaſt be not ſwayed by 
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makes it not one of his laſt cares, hoyy it may 
be fitt for him to furniſh vp that inward howſe, 
but the cheefe of them ali is to conlider | how 
| he may be able to obraine thi; fauour of Our 
Lord. And being thus deſired, anu inuoked, n. 
 fallibly he will come ; for {ce did Chriſt ow 
lord himſelfe , who was calicd the DBrſnel of 
1 all the nations ; ind he loucs all ſuch as celire 
fl to pollelſc oY 

| Let vs callvpor this hol; Spirit, with the, 


| but, weiuſt be ſure X ef the howlſe be not ill 
| furniſhed , and foe without prouition , that 
after hee ſhall be inuited , and ſatt "WES: at 


| 
| table, we may hauec nothing for him to cate, | 
| Let vs mortify our fleſh, for that 15 the foode| 


| whereon hee bes, and which he likes ſoe 
well. For as for the feth which lives, he flyes 
from it,as farre as he can, and it ſtinckes mall 
| to him, thena dead dog would to vs, Let vs 


ſoe we may beruled by his; for two heades will 
neuer goucrne a houſe well , if that which 
that which 
knowes moſt. And let vs renounce all our 


myes of this heauenly ſpirit , which teaches vs 


ro ſay , Not my will but thy will be done, Let vs be 
| diligent tocleanſe our conſcience by penance, 
and confeſhon, from allimpurity , and ys 
graine of duſt, how little ſocucr it may bee, For 


this guelt is aſt pure, and cleane ; and it 1s not 


{peach both of our tongues and of our ſoules;| 


ſelfe conceipts, for theſe are the Capitall enc-| 
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mortifyc our owne opinion and iudgment, that | 


ol. 
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[that nothing can depriue vs thereof. It you car- 


al that, wherein yet you haue diſcomfort; and 
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fro lodge himin ſuch a howſe as may diſgult 
him, Let vs Keepe peace, both at home and a- 
broad; for euen vnquier and wrangling folkes; | 
re wont to diflemble their little brawles , for | 
the honour of ſome principall gueſt. 

Hauing lodged him 1n our howlſe,let vs giue 
him good attendance, fince he hath made it a 
pallace. For heis amighty king,andit is againſt 
dlreaſon, thar hauing him with vs at home, 
we ſhould be gadding abroad to ſee vanities, 
Let vs then ſhutt vp the doores, and caſt our 
ſelucs proſtrate ar his feete , andlet vs tell him 


| 


( 


0 ES 
. 


withtruth , that there is nothing which ſhall 
traw vs from him, and that we haue giuen this 


| | . 
anſweare to all the world, that it mult leaue ys, 


nd him alone together, And ſoe lett ysenioye 
lim;for he is able to make vs happy , and ſo as 


ty the Buſines thus , you ſhall be comforted in 


Ju 5hall drinke of the Riner of the delishis of God 
ll euen you be inebriated thereby. And I ſhall 
aloe be comforted when I ſhall ſee you in thc 
lands of him whoe knowes ſoc well how to 
keepe you, and inſtru you, and eternally to 


lweyou, It is he , whomel befeech to be your 
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A letter of the Authour to 4a certain 
Preiſt. Hee shewes how be may pre. 

pare himſelfe ; and What conſtdera- 
tions are moſt profitable , when | 
goes tocelebrate at the Altar, 


Euerend Father ; I beſeech our Lord thalff: 
the delay which I hauc vied in making ny 
| anſweare, may be recompeced with being true, 
 andprcehitable to you, for your demaunde is of 
| greatimportance; and ſoc wouldthe an{wear 
| alſoe bee, if it were ſuch as I haue ſaid, Yay 
aske me what preparation is beſt, and what cots 
{1deration is moſt profitable, when you goeto 
celebrate the miſtery of the body, and bioad df 
our lord and Sauiour leſus Chriſt ; becaule you 
feare that the thing, which of it ſeltfe is ſock | 
full, inay yet prouc hurtfull to you, for want d 
due preparation. 
You know already , that there are differen 
complexions.of mens bodyes ; and ſoe is then 
variety of inclinations, in their mindes, yea and 
{oe alloe are the guifts which God imparts 8 
"men , very different. Some , he leades by ont 
meanes , and others by another, and therefore 
there can be noe ſuch common rule giuen , 8 
may ſquare well with the generallity of all me, 
concerning the conſideration which may bt 


— 


moſt profitable for the aforeſaid action, Bur thi 
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| 


liscertaine, that, that conſideration will be beſt | 
[for any man, which God imparts, and whereby | 


|thisis to be cryed, by giuing account thereof,to 
[ſome perſon , who hath experience in theſe 
|things, together with prudence ; and foe totake | 


|themſelues particularly moued, to vſe, this, or | 
|that Confiderarion. And yer it isal{oe neceſſa- 


4 


|the neceſſities wherein they are. And becau- 


fon proficient in yertue, and that it 1s fitter for 


| 2 with reuerence, then vpon others; I ſay, 
| 


—— 
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4 man findes him(ſelfe to be moued moſt, And 
he whoe bath any knowledge ſuch as a man 
may haue in things like theſe, ( whereof there | 
is noe cercaine faith ,; nor cleere cuidence that | 
his Preparation , or conſideration growes from 
che impulſe of God) ; hath noe reaſon to chaun- 
eit for any other, till our lord chaunge it. And 


the reſolution, 
But now there are others , whoe finde nor 


ty, for theſe menro impart the notice of their 
award diſpoſition ; foe to trye whether they 
haue neede to be carryed by the motiue of Lowe, 
or feare , they being either fadd, or cheerefull; | 
and the remedy is to be applyed, according to 


ce I incline to thinke ; according to the re- | 
lation \yhich 1. haue recciued concerning 
You, that the ſtate wherein you are, is of a per- 


ou to exerciſe your ſelfe , vpon he conſidera- 
10ns which may prouoke you tothe feruour of 


a to this purpoſe , I know of none better, 
thenthart which may giue ys lively to vaderſtid, 
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Uhatour lord with whome we goe to treate, Is 
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| towards the awaking of any man, to conſider, 


him in my hands , to haue audience of him , and 
to receive him into my boſome. Let vs ponder this 


abundant, for the making that reſult towards 


| before whome the powers of heauen tremble? 


mes to the altar. W_ 

Certainely Sir, it isa blow of great force, 
and ſay this to himſelfe, in goodearneſt , Lats 
new goeing to conſecrate Almighty God ; to hould 


well; and ificfinckeinto vs by thegrace and {pi 
rite of our lord, it will be fufticient, and fuper- 


vs, whereof we haue ſoe much neede, that ſoe 


(according to our frailty, ) we may performe 


that office as we ought. 


Who is hee that can chooſe but be infls- 
med irloue, by thinking , I goe to receive at 


infinite Good ? who will not tremble , with an 
amorous kinde of reuerence , at his preſence, 


and who will not reſolue, neuer to offend him 
more, bur ſtill ro praiſe him, and doe him feru- 


ce. Who will not be confounded , and cuen| 


mourne with greife for hauing offended that 
Lord, whome hee hath preſent there 2 who will 
notconhide, ypon ſuch a pawne ? whoe will not 


take hart, to goe through.this deſert , by the] 


way of pennance, with ſuch Proviſion 2 And 
nally, this conſideration, (when the hand of ont 
Lord helpes it on) doth wholly chaunge a man, 


and taking him from himſelfe , doth euen (wal 


Ep.20, | 
: God and man, and what the caule is why hees. 
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low him vp ; ſome tymes by reuerence, ſomety* 
of 


| mes by loue; andat other tymes, by other mok 
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of their owne littlenes, and burning in the fyre 


i 


6 EPISTLES. 


i. 


powerfull affects of the minde, which are pro- | 
tuced by the conliderations of his Preſence. 
Which affects, though they doe nor neceſſarily 
flow from theſe Conſiderations' , yet are they a 
molt ready helpe therevnto, if the man , as we 
We to lay , will not be a ſtone. £; (75/0 
Soe that you hall doe well to exercife your 
ſlfe in this thought, Make account that you 


| 


yenit. Behold your ſpouſe is coming, your God 15 Co 
wing, And shutt your ſelfe vp.in your hart, and 
then open it to receiue that, which vſes to 
treame from ſuch a lightning. And defire you, 
of the ſame Lord, thac for that very goodnes of 
bis, by which he hath vouchſafed to pur hins 
elfe into your hands ; for that fame goodnes, I 
lay, he will give you a true feeling thereof, that 
loe you may eſteeme, reueare, and louehim , as | 
you ought, Importune him that he permitr you 
not to be in the preſence of ſuch a Maieſty, 
without feare, reuerence, and loue. Accuſtome 
yourſelfe to thinke as you ought, of the preſen- 
ceof our Lord; although you should then en- 
tertaine noe other conſideration but that. 


| 


kings, who, though they ſay nothing ; yer ſce 
the modeſty, the reuerence, & the loue where- 
with they ſtand, if they ſtand as they ought. Bur 
Itis better roconſider how thoſe great ones al- 
lſt nthe Court of heauen, in preſence of that 
Infinite greatenes all rrembling at the refleQion 
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Conſider them whoe ſtand in preſence of | 


2F, 


heare that voice, Ecce ſponſus yenit , Dews veſter |Maith | 
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of loue, like perſons whoe are, as it- were, con- 
ſumed, in ſuch'a furnace, Make account, that 
you Enter among[t thoſe Grawundes , whoe are (pq: 
richly adorned, and foe well behaued; and-ſog 
diligent in doeing {eruice to their Lord, Ang 
then being placed, in ſuch ſociety as that, andin 
the-preſence of ſoe great a King , thinke of it as| 
you ought, though, as I was (aying , you haig 
not, at that tyme, any other conſideration they 
that, DET | 
My meaning is, that it is one thing for a man 
to haue what to ſay.to the king ; and it 1s ang-| 
ther, to know ( which may be done with (cilen- 
| ce.) how to ſtand in his preſence ,- and thereto 
carry himſelf as he ought. And this 15 that vnian 
of the ſoule with our lord , which a man $hall 
doe well to procure during the tyme of Maſſe 
-and to hang,wholly vpon him, iuſt foe as when 
he is in his Cell, ynited with our lord, in the molt 
fecret retired corner of his hart, And this,in ſuch 
ſort, as that the wordes which he reades, may 
not be of any diſtration to this vnion; for he 
Shall reape moxe fruite by it , then by Ts 
though yer, it be true, that he is to haue regard 
alſoe to the wordes ; but he 1s to accuſtome him 
| ſclfe whilelt he hath his hart vnited, and preſent. 
with Gad, to carry that attention withall , to: 
what he doth, and faitl, as is conuenient. 
Deerelord, and what doth the ſoule of that 
man feele , when hee carryes him in his hands 
who madeelecion of our B. Lady , & enriched 
her with celeſtiall graces , that she. might be 
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ode kit to live and conuerſe with God made | 
man, And when he compares her hands, and ar- 
mes, and eyes, with his owne, what confuſion 
os|Þ [doth he grow to haue2 How ſtraightly will he 
nd{Þ |hould bimſelfe to be obliged , for ſuch a benefit? 
in{Þ | what caution will he vſe that he may keepe him 
as]0 |clfe wholly for him , whoe hath done himoe | 
wel [mach honour, as to put himſelfeioto his hands, 
en[Þ [and to come to them by them wordes of Conſe- 
| (14100, | 
0 Sir, theſe things are noe bare wordes nor noe. 
&[ | [dead conſiderations; bur they be arrowes, shutr 
t;[f |ſtifly out , from theſtrong bowe of Almighty 
oſf [God, which wound and wholly chaunge the 
0/f hart, and which make ic deſire, that at the endof | 
Il Meſſe , it may at lardge conſider that worde of 
1 || [our Lord, Scitrs quid fecerins vobis? Doe you know | lohn, 
n'f | what I have done to you. Deare lord that a man | 13: 
| could conceiue quid fecerit nobus Dominus, What | 
| 


o8r Lord had done for vs in that houwre. That a man 
[might traſt him with the palate of his ſoule:' O 
[that a ian had; true weights , where with he | 
| Might weigh out, this great benefite. How happy | 
[| $hould he be, even inthis world; and how, after 
theend of Maſſe, would he |Sath euen the fight of 
Creatures; and would eſteeme it to be a torment, 
that hemuſt treate with them. And his ioy and 
life would conſiſt, in pondering , Quid fecerrt er 
dominus , what our lord had done for him . till the 
Next day , that he should retourne to ſay Maſſe, 
And if our Lord doe at any tyme giue you this 
light, you will know what ſorrow and shame 
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| you ought to carry in your hart, when youap. 


| 
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| impatient kinde of loue, which permitts not 
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proach to the Altar without the ſame. For he 
xhoe neuer enioyed it, doth not know. wha 
2 miſery it is, to want it. 
You may addto this Conſideration of the 
perſon whoe comes to the Altar , the reaſoy| 
. why. he comes ; and you will there ſee areſem-| 
blance of the loue, of the Incarnation of ou 
Lord, and of his holy Nartiuity , and of his life, 
and death; renewing that which patled hecre. 
' tofore vpon his ſacred perſon. And if you ſhall 
| enter into the moſt inward corner of the hart 
of our Lord, and if hce vouchſafe to teach you, 
that the cauſe of his coming, is a violent and 


bir whoe. loues , to be abſent from the party 
| beloued; your ſoule will even faint vnderſuch 
| a. conſideration as that, 

| ___ 'A man isindeede mouned much, by ponde- 
| ring after this manner , Heere | haue Almghy 
; Gpd, Bur yet, when hee conſiders, that he co-) 
,mes mecrely out of the great louc which he 
beares, ( like one betrothed who cannot liug 
aday, without ſecing and conuer{ing with his 
Spouſe), the man Ivay, who feeles this, would 
be glad to haye athowſand harts ; wherewit \ 
to correſpond with ſuch loye , and to ſay with 
S, Auguſtine O Lord what am I to thee , that thou 
 Shoul deft commaund mee 10 loue the 2 what aml 10 
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thee , that thou «houldeft ſve much deſire , to make mit! 
4a viſit; and to gine mee an embracement X and that, 
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being in heauen, with them who know {0&, 
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well how tO loue , 


how toifurd thee. Is 4t pollible that thou canlt | 


[isir poſſible , that thou ſhouldeſt come hither, 


mee. Is itpoſſivic that thy loue of mee, thould | 
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and ſerue thee, thou yer | 
,ouchſafelt to deſcend to this creature , who 
knowes very ill how to ſerue thee, but very well 


not content thy ſelte, O lord, to be withour | 


draw thee downe ? Bleſled maitt thou bee for | 
eucr, who being what thouart, haſt yet placed | 
thy louc, vpon ſuch acreature as my ſcife 2 And 


in thy royall perſon, and that thou thouldeſt 
putthy ſeite inro my hands, as if thou wouldelt 


\ 


| thereof; but if ut were neede{ull, [puld dye for thei 


| 


[ele we valew them , and 


lay : 1 died for thee once , already ; and 1 come to| 
thee now, to lett thee know , that |-repent n:t my ſelfe 


yt, 4 ſecond tyme, What launce could remaine 
;inthereſt, after ſuch adeare expreſſion of loue | 
as this? Who , O lord will cuer be ableto hide 
himſelfe from the heate of thy hart , which 
warmes ours with thy preſence, & the ſparkes 
fly out to all them who are ncerc it , as out of} 
{ome mighty furnace.,And as ſuch a lord as this, 
(my good Father ) doth the God of the hea- 
yens, come to our hands, and we being ſuch 
wretches as wee are, doe yct conuerlſe yvith | 
kim, and receive him. | 
Let vs now conclude this. good ſubic&, 
which is ſoc fitt to be feltand put in execution. 
Andlet vs beſecch this lord of ours , who hath | 
| Uready done vs.one fauour, that now he wil 
woe ys another, foraſmuch as his bleſlings,vn-| 


b 


thanke him, and | 
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| peace on you, both with your. ſelfe, and with 


in the howſe where heenters, we ſhould giue 


loue which makes vs ſalute him vith the kifle 


ſerue him for them, will not be of profit to vs, | 
Or rather as S.: Bernard faith , The vneratefull 
man, by how much the better hee us, by ſoe much hee 
the worſe. Let vs conſider well how wee liue, | 
throughout the whole day ; leaſt els our lord] 
puniſh ys, in that tyme when we areat the Al-| 
tar. And throughout the whole day , let vs 
carry this thought in our harts, [ have receined 
our Lord. At his table 1 ft; and ta morrow I shall | 
be with him againe. By this meanes, wee ſhall be 
able to ayoydall ill, and wee ſhall take hart, to- 
wards the practiſe of all good, For that which 
is done from the Alrar , our lord is wont to 
rewarde, at the Altar. | 

To conclude, I ſay you muſt remember how |} 
our lord complained of Simon the Phariſee, for 
that, entring into his houſe, hee gaue him noe 
water for his feete, nor any kiſle to his cheeke., 
To the end we may know that he deſires, that 
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him teares, layd at his feete for our ſinnes; and 
of peace, I beſeech our lord to beſtow this 


your neighbours ; and ſoe as that it may ſpring 
from perfect loue ; which I deſire may torment 
you heere, for the offences , which your ſelfe 
and others committ againſt our Lord, Andin 
heauen I deſire,that he ſhould make you enioye 
it; eſteeming the good of God for your owne, 
and more then your owne, becauſe you loue 
him more then your ſelfe, For his loue, I begg 


. 
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7 {you that Fin this letter, there be either lle, | 
1 Þ formuch, which needes amendment, it may not 
want your helpe ; and if chere be any thing 
Þ [good in it, giue the thankes for that , to our 
| | [Lord, and remember mce when you ſhall be 


| [at the Altar. 
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Aletter of the A uthour to ſome deare freindes of his, 
© who were afflied by a perſecution , which w.: 
 rayſed azainſt them , he animates them muc' , lo a 

love of the Crofle , and the imitation of Chriſt | 
our Lord , whereof bee ſpeakes with great ten | 
_ dernes, | | | 


| | Leſſed ve Gad the Father, "f our Lord Icſus Chriſt, | » Cor | 
U the father of mercyec, and the God of all conſola | ** 

[u0n, whoe cymfortes vs an all our tribulation; in ſuch | is 
ſat , a5 that wee alſoe, are enabled to comſogt them | 
[Who are in any kinge of affiiflion, Ant this we doe, 
18 vertue of that conſolation , wherewith God com- 
fartes vs, For as the tribulations of Chriſt ab;unde in 
Ys, ſe throwgh Chriſt , ſee car Conſolation is alſut | 
aboundant. | 
Theſe are the wordes of the Apoſtle San | 2+ 
[| |*4ule. Three tymes he was ſcourge with rod- 
as; five tymes with whipps ; and once he was 
(ſtoned, in ſuch ſort as that he was left for dead: | 
and perſecuted by all the generations of man | 
kinde; and tormented withall ſorts of afic- | 
tions, and troubles; and this not in anv ſinall | 
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| 


| beloued by mee, God will open your eyes, that | 


| nor doeth heeſteeme them as ſome ſleight, and 


that ſoe he might draw vs out of that true dil- 


| baſenes of ſinne; and he beautified, and honou- 


number of tymes, but as himſelfe ſaith elſe? 
re, wee are ener, twen drawne todeath, for the loue of 
Teſus Chriſt, that ſoe bis life , may be made manifq: 
in vs, And inal theſetribulations, hedoeth ng 
onely not murmure, nor complaine of God, x;/ 


| weakeperſons are wont to doe, nor doeth he! 


afflict himſelfe otherwiſe, as is vſed by them, 
whoe loue their honour and ther eaſe ; nor 
doeth heimportune God to remoue them from 
him, like ſuch as know notthe valew thereof, 
and therefore deſire not ſuch company, as that; 


| 


little fauours , as they doe whoe loue not to| 
ſuffer much ; but leauing all ignorance, and} 
weakenes farre behinde him, he prayſes our| 
lord in them, and giues thankes for them, as| 
for an extraordinary bleſſing, Eſteeming him- 
ſelfe happy, to ſuffer ſomewhat for the honour | 
of him, whoe ſuffered ſoe great diſhonours; 


honour wherein wee were, being ſlaues to the 


red ys, with bus ſpiritt, and with the adoption of the 
ſonnes of God, and he gaue ys an carneſt , and a 
plegge that we ſhould enioye the kingdome of 
heaven by him. 
O rhy brethren , whoe are ſoe very much 


you may conſider , how great fauour he doth 
vs, by that which the world thinks to be disfa- | 


your , and how much wee are honoured , 1n/ 


— 
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A | 
being diſhonoured, for ſeeking the honor of: ; 
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Gow, and how high honour is reſerued to vs, 
for that abaſement, wherein riow we are, and 
how-ſweete, delightfull and deare armes, our 
Lord extends towards vs , to receiue ſuch as 
axe wounded in the warre for his ſake, where- 
by thoſe very woundes doe incomparably out- 
ſtrip, & euen make ſ{weete all that gall, which 
the afflictions of this life can giue. Andif we 
haue any true vnderſtanding, we ſhall concetue 
avchement deſire of theſe imbracements. 

| For whoe will not delire that , which is 
wholly amiable, and defireable, but onely ſuch 


_ 


toſce, and enioye the ſame, there is noe way to 
more {ecure, then that of ſuffering. This is 
that path, whereby Chriſt our Lord, and all his 


 [ſeruants are gone before vs ; and which be call: 


breight, and ſaith, thas it leades men to life, And he 
left vs this inſtruction, to the end that if wee 
ſhould haue a minde to be where he is, wee 
might walke by that way, where he went. For 
It 15 againſt all reaſon, thatthe ſonneof God, 
bauing gone by the w ay of diſhonour; the ſgn- 
nes of men, ſhould goe by the way of hpnour, 
ſace the Diſciple 1s not greater then bis Maiffer , 01 
the laue , then his Lord, And God forbidd, that 
our ſoule ſhould repoſe, and reſt , in any other 
ting, or ſhould delire any other life , in this 
world, but onely to ſuffer, ynder the Croſſe of 
Criſt our lord. Though yet, I know not, if 1 


a0ne, as knowes not what true happines is. | 
But know you forcertaine, that if thoſe feſti- | 
uities of heauen pleaſc you , and if you deſire | 
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| wakes in vs, thoſe inſatiable deſires, of eterni. 


— - — 
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| diddeſt cure mee, thou diddeſt deliuer mce,thou 


| diddeſt frce mee, thou diddclt loue nice, giuing, 
thy life and bloud for mee , by the hands of 


—_— —___— 


| haue ſaid well, in calling that affliction which 
is ſuffered ynder that Crojjc., For ro my ſceming, 
it is as thedelightof aſotr bed;full of roſes, 

O thou leſss of Nazareth ( by which word 
it is ſignified that thou art all full of flowers), 
how ſwceete is that odour of thee, which a. 


ty ; and makes ys forgett theaftlictions ; which 
we ſuffer hecre,whileſt we conſider for whome 
they are endured , and with what reward they 
ſhall be paid. And whoe is hee that can loue 
thee atall, and yet doeth not loue thee cyucis 
fied < in that Croſſe, thou diddeſt ſceke mecython 


baſe and cruell wretches. And therefore in 
'the Croſſe , will I ſeeke thee, and vpon that 
I finde thee ; and finding thee , thou helpeſt| 
mee; and thou deliuereſt mee from my ſelfe, 
who am the creature which contradicts thy 
loue, wherein myne owne ſaluation doth cot- 
fiſt, But now (being free from the loue of my 
(felf, which is thine enemy ) I anſweare thee; 
| rhpugh not with equallity , yet with a kindeof 
poore reſemblance , of that exceſſtue loue, 
whictShou carryed{t to mee vpon thy Croſſe; I 
louing thee, and ſuffering for thee, as thouby 
louing mee, dycdiſt of loue for mee. s 

Burt woe is mee, and what ſhame couersm} 
face, and what ſorrow fcizes ypon my hath 
whoe hauing beene foe much beloued þy thee, 
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\ſuffer, 


ee mana 


which! thy ſoe great torments doe well declare ) 
[yer loue thee ſoe little, as may be ſcene bythe 
little, which I endure for thee, I caſily confelle, 
that all men deſerue not ſoe great happines, 
ax to be marked out for thine, with the marke 


[of the Cofſe , bur yet, contider what a ſadd 


thing it is, for meeto detire, and not to obtaine; 
to xke and not to receive 2 How much mo- 
re, when I begg notdelight,and eaſe; but afflic- 
tion, and paine, for loue of thee. 


both thy Herald, and the Aunitent, whoeamto 


[carry the flying colours , of thy ghoſpell , why 


thou doeſt not apparell mce, from head to 


{foote, with thine owne livery, O how il 


doth the name of being thy ſeruant belong to 
mee, whoe finde my ſelfe naked , of that 
garmeut , wherewith thou diddeſt ſoc cor- 
tially , and ſoe continually , and ſoeaboun- 
dantly goe apparelled 2 Tell vs , O beloved 
leſws , ( eucn by that ſweete Croſſe of thine) 
was there peraduenture , any one day, when 
tou diddeſt put oft , that robe of ſuffe- 
[rance , to cloath thy ſelfe with repoſe and 
cale 2 Or was there any one day , wherein 
thou diddeſt put off that rough coate, which 
oe wrought into the very rootes þf thy 
[(Uart; as to make thee ſay , My ſoule is heany, 
(wen to the death £ O) noe, thou wert farr from 
relting , becauſe thou vert farre from lea- 
ung to lou, and this love made thee alwayes 
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Tell mee, ſince thou will haue mee to be 
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And when they tripr theeof thy cloathes;! 
| they cutt out , ypon the Croſſe, ( asit it-had bee. 
nk vpon ſome table ) another garment for thee; | 
[and that ſo long a one , as to reach from thy | 
{ very head to thy feete; and there was noe part| 
feed , which was not dyed, with thy moſt] 
pretious crymſon bloud. The head Crowned 
with thornes the face, loaden with bufferts, 
| the hands peirced with to nayles , and the 
| feecte with one; a bitter one tothee, but deare| 
ro vs; and all the reſt of thy body, embrodered | 
ouer with loe many finiped, as that it was noe 
 ealy c thing, to nunber them. | 
Hee whoebeholding thee, ſhall loue him- 
fſelfe, and not thee, ſhall dee thee.an extreame 
wrong. Hee whoe ſceing thee,in ſuch a plight; 
{hall fye from thar, which may make himrlike 
;|to hel ,ang hee whot hath bur little dehire to 
| ſuffer for thee, doth not knovw thee with per- 
fect loue] For hee whoeſoe knowes thee, doth 
, euen dye for loue of thee, when he conliders, 

that thou dycdſt forhim, and he more deltres 

 dithonour for thy ſake, then hee eſteemes ho: 

{ nour, & then all chat, which the whole world, 
| ( which is both a deceiuer and doth deceiut } 
| Can give, Away with it , away, let itall hould| 
{ his peace, in compariſon of thy Croſſe, vwhatſo- 

ever it be in this world , which floriſhes molt; 
{ and yet is ſoc ſoone withered. Andlet worldly 
| veople, be even confounded with ſhame, lince 
, thou, foe much to thy coſt, hait fought & ouer-] 
come, by thy Croſſe, Yea and Jett them cuer] 
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aloe be aſhamed , who are held for ſcruants of 
thine,, and yet reioyce not 1n that , which is 
contrary to the world ; notwithſtaading that 
thou wert foe reproached , and abandoned, 
and contradicted by this blinde world , which 
zeicher doth nor yet can ſee that Tra, which 


[is Thy ſelfe. | 
For my part, I am reſolued to hould thee 


faſt , though all other things be wanting-ts 


mee (which yet in true account, can neither | 


tſerue the name of «ll things , nor indeede, of 
a thing , bur of perfe& miſery and a meere 
mbing) rather then I will remaine of any other 
colour, then thou art; thongh otherwiſe the 
world wherein I liue , might be all mine, For 
a thoſe things, which are not the thing, which 
thou thy ſelfe arr, are rather affliction,and bur- 
den, then true happines, but inthy being ours, 
andour being thine, conſiſts our true 1oy , and 
fiches, for thou alone,art all our tr4e good, 

I had forgotten my ſelfe my deere brethren, 
n that whereof I beganne to ſpeake ; and to 
beleech , and admoniſh you, in the name of 


| Chriſt our Lord, that you be not troubled, nor 


drought to wonder, ( at a ſtraunge thing, 
2nd not familiarly knowne by the ſeruants-of 
God) at theſe perſecutions, or rather the ſha- 


twes thereof , which are come vpon ys, For | 
tis hath beene nothing bur a tryall, and exa- | 
"en of that leſſon, which we liaue beene lear- | 


ning continually , by the ſpace of fue or fix 
jeares, ſaying, that we muſt [t 7 IP , we muſt ſuffer, 
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for the loue of Chriſt our lord. Behould wer 
arenow, at the very gates. Let vs not be troy. 


bled like children , whoe are not willing tg 


who loues you , and whoe will defend you, 


| And though he be but one , yet he can doe 


more , then all the reſt , for hee is omnipe. 
tent. You neede not alſoe feare , that he, 
| wants knowledge, how to doe it; for he ca 
. be ignorant of nothing. And now conlider, 
whether it be reaſon , that any man ſhould 
be:moued , whoe is tyed to Almightie God, 
with thoſe three foe hard knotts , of an inh- 
| Nite power, an infinite wiſedome , and an ink 
| nite loge, | 
Let not the menaces of them who threx- 
' ten you , breede you any trouble. For I for 
my part , giue youto vnderſtand, that Iyal- 
lew not all their threates , at the weight of 
one ſingle haire, For I am noe where, but 
in the hand of Chriſt our Lord ; and1 
 haue great compaſſion of their blindenes, 
For the ghoſpell of Chriſt our Lord, which] 
haue preached in that towne , is hidden from 
their eyes , and S. Paule affirmed , that Ut 
God of this world, which is the deuill , did 
blinde the foules of the Infidells ; to the end wat it 
glory of the ghoſpell , might not shine pon then. 
But [ deſire much , and I cordially begg of 
our Lord , that he will haue mercy on then, 


and rhat he will heape benedictions vp 
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PE 


repeat their leſſon, But comfort your ſelues, 


| in our Lord, andin the ſtrength of his power, 
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| chem, in liew of the curſes which they caſt 
on mee 3 and glory for thedithonour , which 
they doe mee , or ( to ſpeake more truely ) 


axfor mee, I am fixed in this, that there is noe 
Doe you alſoe, my deere freinds , aftes 


the ſame manner ; and be Diſciples of him, 
whoe gaue 4 kuſſe of peace , to that perſon, 


land called him freind , who had ſould him, 


to his enemyes. And vpon the Croſſe he ſaid, 
Purdin them , Father , for they know not what 
they. dre, Conſider in all your ncighbours, 
how they are the, creatures of God; and that 
'Goddefires their ſaluarion: and then you will 


take heede ; of wiſhing ill to that man, ro 


whome God deſires ſoc much good, Remem- 
ber how often. you haue heard from my 
, mouth , that wee muſt love our enemyes ; and 


that , with great repoſe of minde , and with- | 


out ſpeaking ill of any, Paſle ouer this fitt 


of tyme; for our Lord will quickly bring on 


another, . And be very well awake, that you 
May not goebacke to reucrſe any one ioxt of 
that good , which you haue begunne ; for 
this would be extreamely ill done, Bur 
ſettle this truth in your hartes, that he 
whome you haue followed , is the lord of 
heauen , and earth , and of life , and death. 


And that in fine , though all the world 


for that which they delire ro doe mee, For |. 


honour for a man vpon this earth , but to be | 
liſhonoured for Chriſt our Lord. 
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ſhould ſay nay , his truth mult preuaile, La. 
bour. youto follow that truth, and whileſt you 
are doeing ſoc, doe not onely forbeare to feare 
; men, but feare not deuills noe nor cuen An. 
gells, if it were poſlible for them, to be againſ 
you. Be very carefull to be filent am6gſt men; 
bur be ſure that your hartes, ſpeake much in 
| prayer, to. God , from whome all our good js 
tocome, And his pleaſure is, that we ſhould 
| | obtaine it ; and eſpecially by meditating vpon 
| | the peſfion, of leſus Chrilt our Lord, And if 
| you ſuffer any thing , by the rongues of cuill 
men ( for, in fine, youſuffer norhing els ) take 
| it in diſcharge of your {inncs, and as a particu» 
lar: fauour of God, waoe will make you clea- 
ne, by the tongues of thoſe euill men , as it 
| mightbe with ſome bruſh or rubber ; forthoſc 
tongues will be fowle thereby ( lince they ytter 
 fowle things ) and your ſelfe will groy cleane 
by ſuffering, and you will be ſure of happines 
in the other world. 
þ But in the meane tyme, I will not, by any 
' meanes, that you eſteeme yourſelues for bet- 
ter, then them, whome thus you ſec to goe 1n 
errour, Becauſe you know not how long your 
ſclues may continue indoeing well, nor the 
in doeing ill, But worke yeur ſalyation 112 [eare and 
in humility; and ſoc hopethat your ſelues ſhall 
gett toheauen , as not to iudge with all, that 
| your ncighbouris not to goe thither, And ſoc 
value the fauours whichGod hath done to you, 
as that withall you touch not vpon the imper- 


| 


lthe Publicane, by which example we mult be 


[himſelſe , and of all che world , to Almighty 
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tions of your neighbours. For you know 
what happened betweene the P/.riſee , and 


warned, * 
There is noe ſanctity aſſured, bur in the 


holy feare of God, wherein , I would have you 
wen grow old,as the holy Scripture ſaith. Soe to 
pjue vS £O ynderſtand, that wee mult not one- 


ce, buteuen to the very end, This teare is noe 
add, or irkſome kinde of thing, but full of 
ſour and guſt ; and it takes away all leuity, 
2nd effuſion of hart; and it makes 2a man not 
renterous,to approue his owne actios as good; 
though perhapps in themſelues, they be well. 
done, But he leaues the iudgment , both of 


God, As S. Paule ſaid, | wdze not my ſelfe , but be 
whoe tudzes mee, is our Lord, This is hee, whome 
you mult feare, if you will perſeuer . in doeing 
well; and if you will not haue your building 
fall, but ſtand ſafe, till it may riſe and reachto 
the moſt high God. But now this muſt be done 
by lowe, which I beſcech our lord Ieſus Chrilt, 
toge you, Amen. Pray for mee yery cordial- 
ly, as already I beleiue you doe, For I hope in 
God, that hee will heare you; and that he will 


gluemee to you, for your ſeruice, as in former 
tymes. 


ly feare God , when firit we come to his ſerui- | 
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A Letter to a Lady who was growena 


Haue deferred to write to you , out of a 
beleefe , that my letter would be of little 
power, towards the mitigating of that great 
ſorrow, to which they ſajd, you were grawen 


coprle to be vttering my ſelfe to our Lord who 
is the Lord of all comfort, and to be recom- 
mending you to him , Shen to be ſpeaking to 
you , by my letters. But yet becauſe they haue 
betne demaunded with foe great :nffance 


are deſired, and becauſe our lord hath power 
| cnough to doc what he liſts by the meanes 
euen of dead letters , I would = faile to does 
as I was comminnded | and that to which 1 


| nes thereof he will be 2945 to breede chat 


| 


of the gentler but ruder ſort, Let his name} 


comfort in your hart which I deſire. 

Our Lord hath ſoe diſpoſed, asto haue you; 
try what taſt theſe afflictions haue , which are 
gathered in this vale of teares, and they not 


_- 


ſubieQ, And I thought I thould take nbore | 


was obliged, beſceching our lord that by me+-! 
| 


— —— | 


widow. He comforts her in the death| 


of ber husband , and animates her th 
| Carryher affliflions with patience. | 


which ſerues to allure mee, how much they | 
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[fone Iſaack, and God was pleaſed to tryſhim 
inthat, A great loue it was 'which Iob cars | 


[the anguiſh of our Lord , which made him 


lbe bleſſed , his judgments adored , and his 
 |will obeyed , ſince that which the creature 


|a lord, we muſt be content both to doe , and 


| have noe yndenſtanding of this language, and 


[the will of our Lord. And though it 
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owes to. his Creatour , is all reverence. and 
[ſubieion , not onely in thoſe things which 
ze delightfull , but in thoſe others alſoe, 
which are molt painefull, Now to make 
tryall of this obedience, God is wontto teach. 
(ys, in that which lyes next our harts,. To the 
end that wee may vnderſtaMd, that for ſoe great 


ſuffer great things. | 


Abrabam carryed exceſſive lone to his 


ryed ro his ſeauen ſonnes, and yet God tooke 
themall away, in orie day. And after this man- | 
ner, is he wont to proceede with ſuch as be 
loues. For by this meanes both they are made 
capable, of teſtifying their loue to him, and by | 
the ſame hee takes occation, todoerhem great 
fauours. 1 know well , that flesh and Blood 
that they onely imploy themſelues, vpon fee- 
ling the greife and loſle , which they ſuſ- 
tane , without caring for other things. But 
if God be in vs, we muſt reſtraine our ſence, 
and make it obedient to reaſon , and to 


trouble vs much , yet muſt we not let this 
' e . 
fleſh of 'ours ouercome , but. remembring 


ſweate dropps of blond , and ſay . Father , nat 


—_— 


—_— 


ku 
M4 


ws. Bil. 


OCLC 


”- 
—_— —_———__—__»_O__©_=®______ 
_ —_— - 


— 


= , _—_ ons þ ptSg - SS _— _ = "XI - I- —_— 
» ame crate acl.” oo oxmmmuosc.: 2 cio T oo 


CCC IE nn - _ _ _- —- 
oy 


— —  — 


We. 


— 


_—_—_—_ 
= 


ot erin rn rey ent form nn tip 
_— . m 


"O09 - OR —"oe ooo —wo—o_ ro _—  T_ OOO LIE — I—_—__ one  -— — — 
wY _ = —_———— _ —_ - - 


hs SEO WIE 
» bo _— 


— 


SPIRI TVAUL | En. 


Luc,22 | My will, but thy will be done, we are to ſay the 


M aith 


Efay . 


Maith, 


20, 


| deg with greife, euen to thedeath, wee ſhould 


| fame, if we meane to be knowne for his dif. 
ciples; fince he will know none for his yaſſall 
| onearth , nor for his companion in heauen, 
but the man who carryes the croſſe ypon his 
backe, and whoe will follow him asthe ſhee. 
pe his ſheapheard, though it ſhould coſt hiy 
| his life. 
Tell mee of what wee Can iuſtly com-| 
plaine in our afflictions, {ince by them our (ins 
nes grow to be diſcharged, and our ſelues made 
to reflemble the ſonne of God 2 For what x 
bould irreuerece ſhould it be, that ſlaues would 
not paſle , by that lawe, by which their Lord 
did paſle, and that adopted ſonnes ſhould not be 
| content to endure that, which the natrydl 
' ſonne endured; who was more beloued by God 
| the Father , then his firſt begotten ſonne 2 and 
whoe was moreloaden with varicty of paines} 
'then hee? Hee w.u the man of eveife , and be who 
knew byexperience, what belonged to aſſliftion. And 
it you beable tro count the dropps of thesſea, 
you may alſ{oc perhaps count his ſorrowes, 
| Will it then ſeemereaſon to you, that theſon- 


ne of God, being ſocin anguiſh, and all woun-| 
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— 


palie allour lives, without drinking once of 
| vinager and gall} What is become of that ſhame, 
which wee ought to haue, if heere wee ſhovld; 
lett himſuffer alone, and yet pretend to raigne 
with him in heauen ? 

Let all creatures be at laſt ynbeguiled and 
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| what are all the yearcs of our life, but a ſhort 


{uoury thing , toſutter inthis life, it is worle | 


[foe that the preſent may paſle totheir conten- 
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know , that if the king of heauen did enter tnto his 


kinedome by tr:balations , we alſoe muſt enter in 
theſame way. There is noe other way bur* 
leſu Corilt and hee crucified; & whoeſocuer ſeckes. 
ny other, will not finde it, and whoſocuer wal- 
kes by any other , will looſc himſelfe, and hee | 
will ſee , that though it may bea kind of vn- 


oſufferin the next, O blindenes of theſonnes 
of Adam , whoe take noe care of the future, 
tement, Not valewing that which brings in | 
rue profittz but that which giues vs guſt. Not | 
looking towards reaſon, bur paſſion, And the- | 
refore doe they lament when they ought to 
hinke themſelues happy , and they rcioyce | 
when they haue more cauſc to mourne, What | 
is all this preſent proſperity , but a ſmoake, 
which by little and little will bediſperſed , in 
luch ſort as that wee ſhall ſee nothing of it? And 
lleepe, out of which when wce awake, wee 
finde our ſelues but to haue becne abuſed. And 
vpoh any little trouble, which arriues, we are 
drawne to forgett our former pleaſures ; yea | 
nd it giues ys, a Kinde of painc to haue en- 
loyed them. , 

If then, wee finde foe great in conſtancy 
in this why doe wee not ſcekethat other? And 
lince wee ſee every day, that this is flipping | 
out of our hands; why doe wee not ſezke that | 


which laſts indeede, and will makeour felicity 
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| takes pleaſurein your paine, but becauſehe is 


_ Ep. 22, 

| DR —— 

eternall > If hitherto wee haue beene in blinde- 
nes, let vs now at length open our eyes, Andif 
proſperitie did once tell vs , that there was 
ſomew har heere, which might content ys, let 
now the gall of tribulation < applyed to our 
eyes and giue vs light to ſee, that,in this world, 
wee are truly miſcrable, and that we are not in 
our owne Country , butin avery paincfull bz. 
niſhment; and ſoe rayſmng firſt our bartes to beauen, 
let our conuerſation be alſoe there. _ 
This is the end why our Lord hath puniſhed 
you, that you may make more , and more ac- 
count of him, the more you ſee your ſelfe, in 
want, otherwiſe doe not conceiue that God 


mercifull he hath a tender feeling of your tea- 
res. Onely he will put this rouch of worme- 
wood into your cupp, that ſoe having diſchar- 
ged your hart, of all humaine comfort , you 
may haue your leaning place vpon him alone. 
God hath taken one comfort from you, but it 
is to giue you another , for ſoc he is wont to 
doe, He hath made you a widow , but it ts 
that he may make himſelfe your Father, ſince, 
Father of the forſaken , is his name. Many af- 
flitions will nor faile to offer themſclues to 
you, inthis widowhood; and in many things 
you will inde the want of him, who was wont 
ro remedy you in them. And in many of 
your freinds, you ſhall finde little helpe , and 
little fidelity and leſſe gratitude ; bur in all 


| theſe things , God will have you make It 
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1 2 RERRY - . 
-urſe to him , and conferre with him, about 
he troubles you ſhall be in , and that, as 


lim, And if with that hart you call vpon 
tim , and truſt your ſelfe in his bands intal- 
ibly you ſhall mcere with a ſure refuge , in 
al your difficulties , and a perfect guide in 
dl your wayes, And in any tymes without 
your knowing by whoſe meanes , or how 
it comes to palle , you ſhall finde your buſ1- 
nes done , to your hand , much better then 
jou could haue imagined ; and youſhallrhen 
inderſtand by experience , how great a freind 
God is, to the afflicted ; and how truely he 
dwells with them , and makes himſclfe a ſoli- 
tour of their cauſcs. 

And if at any tyme , he doe not ciuc 
you that , which you dchire ; it will be to 
vive you that which ſhall be fitt, For fo 
doth this ceicttiall philitian proceede , with 
tiem, who goe to him for their recovery; 
2nd whoe haue a greater defire , to be cu- 
red , then that their taſte be pleaſed. Depart 
not you , tram his hands, and cure, though 
t ſhould put you to much patine, Delire him 
tot to doe what you will, but what he will. 
Let your weapons , be your prayers, and your 
teares, and they, not loſt teares, for that which 
our Lord hath taken from you , but living 
Pap for that our Lord may be pleated to par- 
Con him and to ſaue you, 


For what doth that {upcriluous paine 
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vith a true Father, you caſe your hart', with 
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Lord, apply your ſelfe ro ſend your hart vp to 


paſſe in bewayling death,which was graubted 


ſerue which they tell mee you giue your ſelf 
but onely, for the adding of {finne , to paine 
But now you know , that as wee haueno liber: 
ty to laugh, idely or vainely, {oe neither haye 
we any to weepe ſuperfluouſly. But both in th, 
one, and inthe other, we mult be obedient to 
the holy will of our Lord. Why doe you com. 
plaine? why, I ſay, doe you complaine 2? Either 
youare aſinner, andthen you are to be clen. 
ſed by this affliction ; or els you are a tuſt per. 
ſon, and then you mult bee tryed , that you 
may be crowned, Whether it be the oneorthe 
other, you mult giue than $9 to our lord , with 
your whole hart , and reſo]ue to loue the end 
and reaſon of this correction, though the thing 
it ſelfe be vopleaſing. This we are taught by 
holy Scripture, which relates how Hefter kiſſed 
the end of Aſſnerus rod, 

Let not your tyme paſle away , in glutting 
your eycs with teares; but for the loue of our 


him, and to prepare your ſelfc for that pallage, 
whereby you ſee others march before. It is 
enough , Lady, it is enough, that you hauea 
ouey made ſoe large a feaſt to fleſh and blood, 


ry your eyes at laſt, and let not that tyme 


you for the gayning of life. 


Call to minde, that our Lord droue them 
out of the howſe, who lamented the deathof 
2yong maide; and he ſaid that she w.4s not ded 


7 im 


but that 5he ſlept. For indeede amongſt Chriſtits 
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to dye is burto fall a{lcepe, till thatday come, 


when we ſhall awake againe, to take our bo- 
dyes , and fo to raigne with Chrilt our Lord, 
bothin body, and ſoule, And conlider, that hee 
for whome you weepe, is nor dead but ſleepes; and 
that, in a ſleepe of peace, ſince he both hued 
end dyed a good Chriſtian, | 
Why ſhould it trouble you ſoe much, that 
our lord would draw the man whome you 
loued, out of this place, which is ſoe miſcra- 
ble, and would carry him into the way of fal- 
[uation> And if he haue left ſome troubles to 
you, take them vp with a good will, ſoe that 
he may goe onto his repoſe, Andif his abſence 
efflit you much, yet be comforted with this, 
that ſhortly you 1hall ſee him againe; (ince our 
dayes in this lifeare ſoe very fewe, and one of 
vs hath ſoe little aduantage ouner the other, in 
dying a little ſooner, or later, You*ſhall doe | 
aloe vi.gll to conceiue , that our Lord tooke | 
lim away , becauſc hee was well prepared, and 
that he hath leſt you heere, to the end that you 
may well prepare your ſcife. And fince youſer- 
ued our Lord with alacrity, in theſtate of ma- 
tmony,ſerue him now in the ſtate of widow; 
ood, and in the trouble of that ſtate, with p 
ence, Thatſoe,if then you gayned thirty fold, 
you may now gaine ſixty. And ſoe youſhall 


leadea life, if not of ouſt, yet, at the leaſt of 
5<at profitt, towards the purging of your fin- 
ns; towards the imitation of the Crucifxe ; 
and towards a moſt certaine purchaſe of his 
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etcrnall kingdome. 

But for A obteyning of all this , you wi 
demaund grace of our Lord,with prayers, with 
teares , with yſing toread deuout bookes, and 
with receiuing theceleſtiall bread of the moſt 
Bleſſed Sacrament. Andſoelift vpp your dciected 
hart, and walke roundly on. For before youtah 
gett to heauen, you will haue a longe way to 
make, And if you be to cnter there, this will 
not bethe laſt :Micion, which you (hall haut, 
Forthe Jewell which you dens is of {oe inefhi- 
( it being God himſeltfe ) that 
how much ſocuer it coſt, it can neuer bedeete, 
And fince youare one day to polleſle it, you att 
now toreioyce in the hope thereof, And com- 
plaine not of your aftlictions, but ſay , ſce great 
25 the good for which] hope , that | feele not the miſey 
which! haze. Let Ieſus Chriſt our Lord,accom- 
pliſhall this in you, asI delire,and begs of him, 
Amen, 
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|A letter of the Authour to 4 virgin Wwhoe Was di$po- 
fmg her ſelfe to leaue the world; and to conſecrate 
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| 


herſelfe to God: be animates ber in that purpoſe ; 
and shewes the great bleſſings which shee would 
finds, both in life, and death , by the eſpouſalls 


which shee meant to make with Chriſt our Lord. 


) ok ſcruant of leſus Chriſt, The con-| 
L/ tenrment which my ſoule rooke in vn- 
derſtanding of the new purpoſe you were gro- 
wen to haue, of taking the king of heauen for 
your ſpouſe ( yow who might ſoe well haue 
matched your ſelfe heere on carth ) was ſo very 
rreat that I know not with what words to 
expreſle it, And though when it was tould mee, 
It were new to mee , as not hauing ynder- 
ſtood thereof before; yer neither was it wholly 
new; for already I had in a manner eyed you 
out, forthatlord, who createdyou, and I had 
begged of him as a particular fauour, thar he 
would beſtow you vpon mee, for himſelfe. 
bleſſed be his holy name for ever, who hath} 
now done it ſoe very completely, as I knew | 
not, foe much ashow to wiſh. Bur thar ioy | 
which your ſoule founde before in ſeeing it | 
elf foc dill ntriqued from all the baſcnes of this 
earth, and finding it ſelfe already to haue re- 
ceived that pledge, and payne of loue from | 


that heanenly king ; What was it els , but. 
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232 +. ||SPIRITVALL 
acleare (igne, thatjthis mutation which yay 
haue made, proceeded not from any inc6ſtan; 
cy of your humour , but from the werke of 
| God, who hath conyeighed his hand into your 
{ hart, and therein hath produced that delire of | 
heauen , which now you haue. And he alſy 
gaue you that great ioy , as ateſtimony , and 
earneſt penny of thoſe many z and great , and 
| pure ioyes , which if you proue taithfull to 
him, he reſolues to giue you in heauen ; the 
leaſt whereof, is incoparably more to beeltee. 
med then a husband of this world , and chi 
dren, and eſtate, and whatſoeuer els the whok 
| carth can giue, O if you had bur tryed , how 
| | {weete God is, to that foule, which rturnes her 
| backe to the world , to placc her eyes ypon her 
| Creatour, O if you did but know., what that 
ſweetenes is, of the celeſtiall ſpouſe, towards 
the comforting of thoſc ſoules, who caſt all 
| _ |rranſitorydelight away , and like chaſt turtles 
refuſe to take comfort yponearth ; but ſend vp 
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ſighes for loue of their Lord, who is in heauen; 
& who are like the doue which returnes home 
[to the hand of the owner , as cleane as ſhee 
went forth, without touching any dead bodyy 
ſoe much as with-her fecte. 

What is thereſoe flouriſhing in this-world; 
which is any better then adead, and ſtincking 
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carkaſſe? And for what then doth it ſerue vs,t0 
($3 ioyne our {clues to that which will infect vs, 
{ and which may leaue vs thirtie thouſand tymes 
' more diſguſted with the bicternes which fol- 
_mzvqXc”c.c,k, cc 
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Ulberweene that, the pretious , and the baſe, 
{bctweene cternall and temporall, berweene at 
1d | immortall God, and a mortall man, And for 


fl detion, as whereby God is accepted, and man 


tis throwne aſide , how rich ſoeuer it might 


[made betweene fleſh and bloud , wherein 
[rally the little contentment, which is hadat | 
;[I, is followed by the bitternes of repetance, 


[}*atment at the firſt, but the more you conuer- 
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owes, then with the pleaſure which it yeiided, 


for the preſent, You muſt render Chriſt our 
Lord many thankes , whoe hath, giuen you 
joht, whereby you Know how to diſtinguiih 


hauing giuen you grace, to make ſoc happy an 


leſpiſed ; and in that for the loue of that hea- 
yenly bedd of ſtate, the care of any earthly bedd 


hauebeene. Be therefore faithfull to him, whoe 
nkes you for his ſpouſe, and who will be ſure 
tobe ſo faithfull to you, as go make you finde 
byexperience, that hee is not inieſt, when he 
als himſelfethe pure Spouſe of pure Virgins; for 
jou ſhall inde the aſſembly of all bliſle in him. 
Nor can it proue like the marriages which are 


[Bur this worke of OUTCS g10es not onely COR- 


kwith this Lord , the better you ſhall know 


um, and the better you know him, the more | 


'0u will loue him, For he is not like men, who, 
When they are more frequented , let vs cally ſce 
thar they haue more fauits; and he who was a 
wvod husband vpon the marriage day , within 
*Jeareproues ſuch, as that there is noe liuing 


"th him, Bur in Chriſt our Lord, you ſhall ſee 
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| ; nothing which may diſguſt you , and as lite 
in that Bleffed mother of his, who is the mother 
in lawe, toallthe ſpouſes of her ſonne: © blef. 
[ſed houre wherein that good purpoſe wy 
\ſowed inyour hart, and much more blelſe, 
will that other bee, when you ſhall finde your 
ſelfeſo viſited by your fpoule, as to make yoy 
| | ſay, O my Lord,and when could I deſcrne theſe 
 fauours of thee, that I ſhould finde this hidden 
treaſure , forthe purchaſe whereof, to pay the 
| | price of a thowſand liues, were to buy it yeyll}. 
| cheape. 
| | O how happyand proſperous is this mar 
| riage tobe, and of how excetliue ioy , both 

to heauen and earth, God the Father is plex 

ſee ro ſee, that there be ſoules onearth, whoe 

toue his onely begotten ſonne ſoe well, as tha 
for his loue, they leaue the loues of fleſh an{| 
| | blood, not 'onely thoſe, which are forbidda| 
by his lawe, but eucn thoſe of marriage which 
[are lawfull. For it is a oy of greater lou} 
| when for his ſake, we forbeare that whichwe 

[might lawfully viſe. The ſonne is he to whom: 

|the ſouleis eſpouſed; and for this hee dyed,tha 

he might haue ſome ſoules which would lout 

| him at leaſt with fpirituall purity; and other | 
whoe might doe it not onely ſpiritually , bi | 

euen with the body alſoe vntouched, The hol 
fk | Ghoſt is moſt pure, and farre eſtraunged fron | 
[4 | fleſh, and when he fhindes a ſoule which rel} | 
lt lutely deſpiſes carnall delights , there doth | 
| lodge his eyes ; and fills them with ſpirirvd 
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[Spouſe hath noe necde of a dowry , for the 


_:J 


[and they come without throwes of trauaile, 


ſome ſuch other thing; and wacn afterward he 
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comforts . and will neuer permitt that the 
ule be empty , which ſhall refuſe to teede 
ypon carnall foode, Our Blefled Lady 


is the| 
mother of the ſpouſe , and tney are very like | 


benigne , @ beginner , aproteCtour, andan 

aduocate of virgins , and ſhee highly retoyces 

that there is virginity vpon earth, for that is | 

the lower which ſhe planted, There want not 

pages to giue attendance at this marriage , for 
S 


and ready for all that , which the ſpouſe ſhall 
which the world is wont to defire ſoe much; 


and without paine in bringing vp;and without 
thatgreife which growes , when either they 
[ue not well, or dye too ſoone, 

The children of this marriage are good 
workes, which be rightly called a man's or 
woman's fruire, What comfort will he feele, | 
when for the loue of Chriſt our Lord, he con- 
ceiues a good purpoſe , to giue an almes , or 


hall pur it in execution , what pleaſure will he 


| 


| 


that ſoe richly, as wherewith the may gaine, 


ake by the birth thereof 2 Theſechildren giue 
doth eaſe, and honour to their mother, This 


children which ſhce brings, will bring it; and 


and purchaſe hcauen it ſelfe. And they make 


zac Angells are ſcruants to the king of heauen, | 


neede, Neither yet 1s there want of children | 


one another, tor ſhee alſoc is all amiable, } 


He : 7 | 
tier mother line in ſoe perfect caſe , that 1 
vin Hing loe perrect calc , t L 
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| give you my word , that when you compoſe 
your ſelfe to fleepe at night , you ſhall find, 
ourſclfe in greater peace, and reſt, then if yoy 
| were Myſtres of the whole earth , and what. 
ſocuer can be defired therein. 

And tell me now what can be thought of 
in this world , which may arriue or cuen ap. 
proach to the leaſt of theſe aduantages? For if 
there be any little paltry pleaſure hecre, euery 

| hower of ſuch pleaſure carryes with it the 
counterpoyle of more then a hundred howers 
' of greite and paine, And it heere there be any 
| pleaſure without paine, it will at laſt haue an 
end, andeither the ſpouſe will dye before her 
' fellow ſpouſe , or els he before her , and foe'all 
 proues paine, And bclides the death of chil. 
hr , It is a greife to a mother to part from 
them, euen vpon other occalions, in ſuch ſort, 
as that they enioy not one another, 

But rejoyce you O virgin in Chriſt our 
Lord, For your ſpouſe ſhall neucr dye, And 
when you dye you will be hemmcd in by your 

children, which are thoſe good workes that 
you hauc wrought; and they will not put you 
to paine by your leauing them, for they goe 
with you, into the other world and they ac- 
company you euen to the yery throne of God, 
and they will plentifully repay all the labour 
and charge, which you haue beene at with 
them, andthe mother ſhall be made happy for 
the loue of the children, . More ouer death 


makes noe diuorce inthis caſe, bur rather puts 


[der the protection of his fauour z and hath ho- 


[donein this world that which you arc doeing 


|andrich, and royally prouided for, in the houſe 


|ting that infinite beauty of his, from one mo- 
[ment to another, one hower whereof is ſo; 
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[the ſpouſe , and her teilovw ſpouſe rogerher. , 
And he thall deliver vs , for heis the Lord of 
[life and death. And noe deuill ſhall preſume to. 
teale her away , whome God hath taken vn- | 


noured with the name of his ſpouſe, Then | 
will the Angells come and ſerue, and preſent 
her before Almighty God, ſinging prayſes to 
him, and powring forth benedictios vpon her, 
and ſaying to her after this manuer. Come 0 
| ſpouſe of Chriſt , receine that crowne winch is pre 
pared for thee by our Loyd. The virgin mother | 
will not then abſent herſelfe, being accompa- 
nyed with a world of other virgins, who haue 


— 


now, and are farre from repenting themſclues 
thereof, In fine you ſhall goe out of this world, 
incompany of your Pceres, where our Lord 
lath already prepared that celeſtiall bedd of 
ſtate for yow, that you may eternally be full, 


and preſence of our Lord God , contempla- 


high a reward, that by way of recompence it 
farre exceedes the proportion of what you 
luffer, yea and all thoſe afflitions which all. 
the men of the whole world did cuer ſuffer, 


in tyme paſt , or can cuer ſuffer, in tyme to | 
come, | 


There ſhall you poſſeſle all good , and 


there ſhall you haue obtayned all that , for 


| 


| 


| 
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which you were created , and you ſhall bee 
ſoe very full of God, as that it cannot beex. 
prefled nor ſoe much as thought. For there 
thall you finde the whole boſome of your ſou. 


le, euen to regorge with ioy, like one whoe 


were ingulfed i into x whole fez of vnſpeakes- 
ble ſweetenes , whereby he were enuironed on 
all ſides. Then ſhall you ſec,and exclayme, and 
enioy, and polleſle the Lord 'of all things, and 
ſay , OE [ bane lined L haue obreyned ; and 
whome I haue ſ.ushi I bane found ; and hee fo 
whome I left the world j is growen my pay, and m) 
reward , and bim will I praiſe , and loue , throvgh 
the eternitic of all eternityes. Amen. 


vo 
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A Letter Written to 4 denout perſon 
wherein is treated of Humility aud 
Pride, and of the perfeftion of the 
loue of God. 


| 


(3 OD oe you Sira good Lent, and that | 

ſoc you may cxteriourly take aſhes, in the | 
begining of this holy tyme, that the vertue of 
holy humility , which is lignifyed theredy, may | | 
cucr haue areſting place in your ſoule, For to 
whome our Lord giues true Knowledge , and | 
oreife for what he was, at that tyme when he 
went eſtraunged from God , him hath he deli- 
ucred from the daungerous blindenes of pride, 
andhim doth he make capable of all thoſe ſpi- 
| rituall bleſſings which it may concerne him to 
naue, The holy Scripture ſaith , The begining of | 
all mſcheife is pride , and he whoe is poſſeſſed by it, 
#hall be poſſeſſed by all manner of malediftions, that | | 
ls, of vices, For as kings are not wontto goe a- 
lone, ſoe is Pride accompanycd with many {1n- 
nes, And ſoe alſoec on the other fide , humility | 
[1s neuer alone, {inceaccording to Saint Iames, 
| God grwes his grace to ſuch 45 are bumble, which 
brace is the Mother of all vertue. 

The proud man ſeekes atter honour , and! 
aftlicts himſclfe when he is contemned but the 
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perſon who is humble, is our of countenance 
when hee1s cell treated, and is glad when he 
is deſpiſed , becauſe he findes that Tuſtice js 
done thereby, which Iuſtice he loucs, as a per- 
ſon whoe is truly Iuſt. The proud man is euer 
in want of ſomewhat, becauſe how much ſoe. 
uer he haue either of his owne; or by theguikt 
of others , he ſtill conceiues himſelſe to be 
warthy of more; but the hiible man is alwayes 
in aboundance, yea"and in ſuperfluity , for he 
acknowledges himſclfe to be vnworthy , euen 
ij of the very carth whereof he treades, yea, and 
6 - he eſtecmes hell it ſelfe , to be a puniſhment 
/ \ which comes ſhort of his finnes. The proud 
man cannot endure nor liue with any body, 
| noe nor cuen with himſelfe, in peace, But the 
humble man can live with all the world, for 
he abaſes himſelfe to all, he endures all, cſtce- 
' ming them for his betters, in his very hart; To 
the proud man it ſcemes an vnoſupportable| 
thing to obey the will of others, whether it be 
q of God or man; but the man whoe is humble 
ſubmitts and diminiſhes himſelfe , and foe is 
enabled to goe in , by the ſtraite gate of doeing 
the will of others, whether it be of theCreatour 
| or of the crearures. 
Great are the bleſſings which comes to vs 
in theſe aſhes of humility, and men mult take 
| heede, that they be not found withour it, vI- 
leſle they meane to be withoit God, Ford. 
Angnſtine ſaith, How high art tba O Loyd, and yt 
the humble of hart are the houſe wherein thou chookf | 


if 
| 


_ 


- 
, 


 _=PISTUES. Kyae. 


\ dye 1 And the holy Scripture ſaith. Ypor | 
he || | whome will | lovke 2 or vpon whome Shall my ſpin 
if , but vpon the perſon who feares , and trembles at 
the voice of my Wordes ? This humility , which | 
makesa man thinke baſely of himfelfe,is farrc 
ve. || [from being abaſe thing, nor 1s it a fruite which 
growes onearth, but in heauen it is, and God 
be || |impartes it to ſuch as digg deepely in their 
owne dunge, raking vp and ruminating vpon 
he [Þ [their faultes and frailties, with great diligence: 
en || | for amonglt thoſe pouerties and miſeries is this 
nd || |pretious Iewell wont to bee founde, And 
nt || | through our {innes , we haue {oe much matter 
ad || [to worke ypon , by way of examining, and 
y, || bevayling the ſame, that, vnleſle it be ſome | 
heſf {man who will abſent his eyes from lookins | 
or || | vpon himſelfe , there is none, who may not be 
| fureto inde cauſe, and cauſe enough, not onely | 
tobe humbled, but cuen confounded. ; 
Woe beto vs! if we be found to be of them, 
of whome God ſaith, Thou art become as the face 
of s brumper , nor would(l thou blush, For what 
thing is there more deformed then the impu| 
dent boldnes of ſucha perſon, as hath ſo much 

reaſon to be full of ſhame? And who is he thar | 
dares once caſt vp his eyes to God or his crea- 
[tures, if he conlider well, how he hath offen- 

ded him, & made himſelfe vnworthy of them? 
whois there amoneſt vs, who failes not inthe 
perfect loue which he owes to God 2 lince wee | 
loue him not with our whole vuderſtanding, 
deleiving his truth with that firme conſtancy | | 
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which is fate; and enterteyning thoſe conſiders. 
tions, thoſe thoughts, and purpoles, by meang 
whereof, we might doe him more faithfull ſer. 
uice? who is he who loues him with his whole 
| hart, not giuing any parte thereof to others, yea 

or to himſelfe , but onely in God and for God 
and who renouncing all proper intereſt , hath 
proceeded toloue God, for God himſelfe? And 
he who shall con(ider, how little he hath mor- 
tified his paſhons , and what a ſtiffe warre he 
makes againſt the kingdome of the loue of God, 
will eaGly diſcerne that he loucs not God with 
all his ſoule 2 And our Lord commaunding ys 
alſoe ro loue him with all our ſtrength, we are 
yet content to doe it, with ſuch a deale of tepi- 
dicy, as wee may well deſire him to pardon. For, 
the ſtrength which wee employ vpon complying 
with the lone of our felues , and appetites being 
ſoe aliue in vs, makes vs mightily faile in the 
diligence which we owe to the feruice of God, 
and to the feruour of our loue of him. S, Augu- 
{tme ſaith, that the encreaſe of Charitie in vs,is 
he decreaſe of our owne appetitesand dehires; 
and then will our cbarity be perfect, when there 
Shall be noe ſuch defires in vs at all. Noy by the 
name of (uch defires, he vnderſtands that inor- 
dinatefſelfe loue yyhich cuery one beares to him-| 
ſelfe. And becauſe amongſt all them who del- 
cd of Adam, there is noe one, (excepting onely| 

leſus Chriſt our Lotd, and his moſt ſacred Ms 
ther ) who hath not found in himſelfe , ſome] 
his ſcife loue; therefore is there 


none 
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erg. f them, who hath not fayled ſomewhat of per- 

ang|[64ion in the loue of God. For when the loue of 

ſer. ny (clfe is wholly aljue in mee, theloue of God | 
le; dead ; and then is a man in ſtate of Mortall | 
ine, And when the loue of God liues and rat- 

[ſxves in mee ( ip vertue of which Joe 1 fully 

uipoſe not ro 6ffend God morrally ) then amlT 

n ſtare of grace, though I may faile ſomewhar, | 

of thar pertet loue of God, becauſe (till I com- 

be ply in ſomewhat with the loue either of my ſelfe 
0d, [ſor of creatures. And from this want of diuine 
th oue, doth grow our faultines in our other wor- 

VS [Fi kes, becaule that 1s the life of them. From hence 

re [F[aſoe proceede the faultes we make in the loue | 

PE [{|of our neighbours, by our not hauing compal- 

I, [{ [Gon of their miferyes; nor taking 1oy in their 

81 bleſſings, as concerning perſons who arc very 

8 [F (rightly ioyned to God, and adopted in the 

e [F [Sacrament of Baptiſine for bis children, And we 

L IF [afoe faile in our workes towards them, becauſe 

| |nefailein oyrloue to him who ſaid. That which 

STf [yon bane done to any of my little ones , you haue done 

[| [19 mee. 

[| Now from the defect of theſe two Loues, of 
God, and of our neighbour (which are the roo- 
tesof our good workes ) many other imperfec- 

|tlons grow into thoſe very workes which we 
de, though ſometymes ſuch workes themſcl- 

|ues, are not 1nnes , nay being performed in the 

[Rate of grace, they are meritorious of eternall 

life; Bur of ſuch as theſe / if we meaneroliue in. 
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the way of humility and truth | wee are to giue 
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the glory to God , and to yeild him humbþ 
thankes, who holpe vs to embrace that whig |! 
was good with our free will, and ordeyne, 

| 


that it ſhould be meritorious , by that Gray 
| which through his mercy, be beſtowed yp6y, 
| -. Now wee mult not, vpon this reaſon, for. lf | 
| beare to ſifte out thoſe faultes with care, which| | 
| we comitt tothele actions of ours ; but it is, 
much more ſecure practiſe, to conſider very | | 
particularly , rhat which is faulty in vs, then 
q that which may goe fora point of vertue, And 
be well aſſured , that how much ſoeuer yaulf | 
| ſhall conſider,and fifie, yer ſtiil there will much|f| | 
lye hidden from you, in regard whereof you|ſ | 
| ſhall haue reaſon enough to ſay , with deepe 
ſighing to our Lord, U clenſe me from my bidde 
frunes. 
Hence comes it ; that wee loue not our 
| neighbours, in ſuchſorte, as God would have 
vs, or at leaſt, not ſo much as hee would haue 
vs. Hence comes it , that wee tollerate not 
their imperfections, nor fly from giuing them 
| diſguſts. And in fine from hence grow all thok 
other faultes , which defile our ſoules like filth, 
which is euerdropping as from a ſore, Ourlin- 
nes are greater then any thought of man 1s 
able to vnderſtand , and onely he who created 
our hart and cleerely penetratesto the bottome 
of it, is able to comprehend what our frailty: 
| is. And many tymes doth that diſcouer it ſelft 
to be filthy before his iudgment, which ſcemes; 
| in the ſight of ours, to be very perfect. That: 
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freas lobhath ſhowed vs the waywe muſt fea- 
re all our workes , how good focuer they may 


our ſelues by reaſon of them, nor delight our 


ſelues therein, cuen in the moſt ſecret part of 


inthe fight of God whoe knowes that grace 
and Iuitice proceedes from the mercy of God, 
There is not a thing, from which God is more 
wwerted, then a hart which carryes liking to it 


empty, into which he may powre the riches of 
his mercy, and ſoe ſuch a hart remaines with 
the naturall pouerty, wherewith, and wherein 
it ſhall ſtill cotinue, becauſe it would not abaſe 
andempty ir ſclfe, that ſoe the waters of Grace 
miyht runnc into it, and foe it might lie con- 


[tented in God, and might bring forth fruite, as 


agarden wouid doe, wherein there were abun- 


[dance of water, 


All our good comes from God; & he whoe 
deleives that of himſelf he is able cuento moue 
bis tongue towards the ſaying ſoe much as 
ord lejus , that perſon makes himſelfe God 
lnce he attributes that to himſelfe which 
onely belongs to God, And God giucs himſelfe 
Oys ypon condition that we muſt acknow- 
edge this truth : Thar in him, & of khim,comes 
Ulour good, and not from our ſclues. And the 
more good we haue the greater debrers of his 
wee are, an! ſoe much more we hane, whe- 


ſemeto vs, and we mult not take pleaſure in | 


our hartes For he onely is pleaſing to God, | 
who is diſpleaſing to himſelfe ; he onely is luſt 


ſeife, For God in ſuch a one findes noe veſlell | 
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reof to accuſe our ſelues, as not correſpondjn 
to greater fauours by greater ſeruices , and tg 


| 


[the greateſt Saint on earth , but that which 
; became of Peerer , when he denycd his Lord, 


| 


greater benefits by greater acknowledgment, 
He who is taught by the diuine truth, attriby:. 
tes nothing to himſelte, but Nut berng and fi. 
ning, For if wee remoue all tnat which Go( 
gaue vs when he created vs, and which euery 
day he conſerues in vs ; wee {hall not finds 
any berg in vs, but onely a nothing, and that 
tro nothing we ſhould returne , as of nothing 
we are made. And taking alſoe away the fx 
uour of God which through Ieſws Chrift i; 
communicated ys , what ſhould become of 


and of Paule who perſecuted him , that had 


redeemed him ; and that which cuery one 
findes by experience , that himſelfe was, be- 


p 


| King from him his old hart, and giuing him'? 
; NCVV OBE IN place thereof, 


forc our Lord carryed his hand oner him , tz 


| 


Tuſtification is nothing elſe, but a 1e- 
ſarreCtion of the ſoule which was dead m; 
finne , and now lives by the ſpiritt of that 
life , which God infuſed into it , by tit 
dearh of his bleſſed ſonne. And as tht 
body ſhould bee both madd and fooliſh 
which would attribute life and motion tol 
ſelfe, and not to the ſoule which dwells tt 
It, and giues ir lite ; {oe is that ſoule deadly 
blinde , which eſteemes thar the life of good 


| workes,, which ſhe findes her ſeife to hath, 
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loth proceede from her ſelfe , and not from 
che ſpirit of that life, which was infuſed into 
her by Almighty God, And ſomertymes God 
puniihes ſuch ſoules as theſe, by taking away 
that which formerly hee had giuen them, to 
the end, that obſeruing that they can neither 


ſce, nor heare , nor taſte , nor in fine , doe 


that which formerly they did, it may be plaine 
to them that it was ſome other , who impar- 
ted that life which was in them; and that they 
did but receiue it ; & that the ſoule is noe other 
thiog without the grace of Tefzs Chr:ft, then the 
body is when the foule departs from theſame. 

And therefore my freind, be ſure that thou 


ſeenoe other thing in thy ſelfe, but faultes, and | 


know that thou haſt nothing clſe of thine 
owne, If our Lord diſcomfors thee , conlider 


how weake and poore thou groweſt, and with | 
(how little conformity thou receiueſt thar, 


which thou doeſt ſoe well deſerue, If he com- 
fort thee , conlider with how little humility 
thou recciuelt ir , it being reaſon that thou 
ſhouldſt ſoe much the moreabaſe thy ſelfe, as 
God honours thee; and that by ſoe much wore 
thou ſhouldſt be confounded with ſhame, as 
thouſeeſt, thatGod treates thee, as though thou 
wert good , when indeede thou art not ſoe. 


Conſider how little profitt thou makelt of the | 


aſpirations, and inward ſpeeches of our Lord; 
and how often our Lord ſaith ſomewhat to 


tice, and how ſoone thou forgerreſt to pur it | 


n. execution ; it being 
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word of his, ſhouldlaſt with thee all the dayeg 
of thy life; without any neede of repeatingit, 
How often doeth our Lord infuſe pretioug| 
| liquor into thee, and thou, having 4 hartal 
| full of holes , doeſt ſuffer that to bee ſpily 
' which inreaſon, thou ſhouldeſt Keepe a long 
/ : 
tyme 2? And though it would be fitt , tha] 
how much more God comforts thee, foe much 
more thou ſhouldſt forgett and neglect the 
comforts of this world , and ſoe much more 
 vnite and ſhutt vp thy ſoulc, to the end that 
chou mighrteſt againe and againe recelue God 
into it , it happens ſometymes , that by the 
comfort, w hich he giues vs, wee are made more 
giddy, through our owne lightnes , and wee 
| ſcatter and powre out our harts more then be- 
fore. What ſhall wee fay of our frailtics , but| 
that euery thing being vell examined , we 
finde, that wee doe nothing right, and that it 
were much reaſon, that we ſhould rather be 
confounded, by conlidering how faultily it is 
performed , then that once it ſhould paſle by 
the leaſt parte of our thoughts, that we had | 
done any thing which were worth the J1oo- 
King on. | 
It is certaine, that if a Page fcrue a king, 
and that he make him not due reucrence, they 
will puniſh him, If he anſweare not, or doe it 
| not ſoone enough , or giue not a quicke Ac] 
count of any mellage , they will al{oc puniſh] 
him, And in fine they whome we ſeruc are not 
contented, though we doe what they bidd vs, 
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bur withall we mult doe it well, ifwe meane | | 
not to be reprehended and reproached, 

And tell mee now my freind, whichof ys is |. 
| he, who carryes ſuch a profound reuerence to | 
our Lord as is fitt? where is that adoration of | | 
ſuch an incomprehenſible Maieſty , and ſuch a |' 
rofound internall kind of trembling ; as they 
it inheauen, of whome it is ſaidin the holy 
Maſſe, That the Powers tremble £ Where is that 
confuſion and ſhame ;z which we ſhould haue, 
|to appeare before that infinite wiſedome, | 
which welldoth ſee what Kind of things we 
are, & which diſcouers ys to the very bottome? 
where is that ſoe cxa&t gpedience, as that we 
ſhould not neede to hauethe ſame thing com- | 
| [| maunded rwice? where is thatdiſcretis, where- 

| with we ought to ſerue ſuch a thing as God? | 
where is the gratitude whichis due for ſoe in- 
numerable and ſoe ynſpeakeable benefits? ; 
And laſtly where is that ſeruice both of body | 
and ſoule, which isdeſcrued by ſoe high alord, 
and ſoe great a God ? 

Certainely hee who hath eyes toſee , will 
never diſcouer in himſelfe any thing els , but | | 
z profoundity of miſeries and faultes. And: | 
when in the euening hee takes account of 
umſelfe , what kind of man he hath beene all 
larday, he findes nothing , but errours which 
te hath committed, inthinking; C peaking; and | 

| 
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weing., and he findes diders good workes 


(Which hee hath failed to doe, by nothauing | 
oued and being thankfull to God;and by not| 
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which he ſhould haue performed ,, and hah 


ii. 


omitted. And if with the fauour of our Lord 


| as he was bound to doe, or with two thouſand 


and with twothouſand others which yet he i 


ſ{innes he holds to be 


hauing loued and not hauing ſupported” the 
weakenes of his neighbour as he ought to haye| 
done , beſides innumerable other thingy | 


he haue done any thing which was good, he 
findes that hee ſported it with pride, or yaine 
olory, or.tepidity , Or with not anſwering God 


other faulres which God makes him knoy, 


not able to diſccrne, but yet he beleives tha| 
there they are ; and for ſee wicked doth hee 
eltecme himſeltc, %' the leaſt parte of his 
at, which he diſcouer,, 
For as he knowes that God is more good, then 
he is able to concciue, {oe alſoc doth he belci- 
ue. that himſelfe is more wicked then he cw] 
arrive ro vnderitand, And though God doe 
him fauours, yct doth he nor attributeto him- 
ſelfe any parte thereof, but onely the faultes 
which he committed, in nor anſwearing ,"and 
profiting thereby,as he ſhould hauc done. | 
And this is to walkeaccording to truth, g+ 
uing that to God which is his; That isto ſay, 
all manner of good, without the leaſt mixture 
of any ill. And by this conſideration beiny 
rooted well in the boy els of a man's bart ( as! 
truth which were deliuered by the yery mouth 
of God ) a manriſes, from leaning ypon hit 
ſelfe; as from ſome broken reede, and he eut! 
gocs leaning vpon him , who yphoulds al 


LL 


| kath ſoe great care of them; as that infinicely 


| fiſtaines them, and they wander not; becaule } 
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things. He behoulds himſelfe , and hee ſees 


leaues them whoe goe to him, and for that he |} 


ſooner, there will be want of water in the Sea, | 
id of light inthe ſunne, then of mercy in him; 


therefore doe they runne, and fly, becauſe God | 


carryts them, and they falle not , becauſe he 


hedirects them, and they ſhall notbe condem- | 
ned, becauſe our Lord giues his Kingdome to 
ſuch as become like lite children. 4 
Bee therefore ſure, my freind, that thou 
vnderſtand thy ſelfe right, ſince our Lord doth 


nothirig, but that which is to be lamented; and | 
hebehoulds God, ini whoſt goodnes he confi- | 
des, without any feare tobeforſaken. And for'|: 
aſmuch as God is ſoe faithfull, as that he neuer |' 


/ 


ſoe much expect it of thee, And of all that |. 


which paſles in thee , lay che glory aſide for 
God, andtakethe ſhameand dithonour tothy 
ſelfe, And place thy hope, of being ableto pro- 
ceede, as thou haſt begyn, in that Lord who 
put thee in the way; with noe meaniyg,I aflu- 
rethee, to leaue thee in the middeſt thereof, bur 
to carty thee on , to enioy the ſociety of his 
[poliſes in heauen, There doeth he intend to 
doe thee extraordinary honour , and therefore 
132 not thou to be honoured heete, For 

eingtaken by the ſer of ſuch at exceller feaſt 


43 that, it is vtterly againſt all reaſon, that thou 
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ling, w] ich this world affoardes. For there 15 
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| | that whatſoeuer he growes to coſt thee ,'thou 
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nothing vpon earth , which can ſauour well in} 
his mouth, who hath taſted , though bat Lite! 
of that celeſtiall foode. Turne thy backetoall 
things, which thottart ſoone to leaue, & place 
not a hart on that, which is ſoe inſtantly to 
paſle away.ltis very litle, which heere thou an 
.able to endure for God, yea though thou alone 
ſhouldeſt endure all that , which can be endy- 
red heere. For conſidering hell, which thou haſt 
deſerued, and heauen with which be meanes 
:thou ſhalt be rewarded ( ftince he hath pla 
| ced thee in the yay thither ) and againe, 
' waighing that which heere he hath endured 
| forthee; it is not to be accounted of , noe nor| 
 ſomuch as ro be greately conlidered , which 
thou cither doeſt,or mayeſt endure for him. 
"Eſteeme thou God for ſoc pretious a thing, 


maieſt {till belceue it to bee very little ; yea 
though he colt thee thy life, yet doeſt thou buy 
| him very cheape. Inthe next world, thou ſhalt 

{ce, that thou wert not deceiued , in the ex- 
chaunge which thou haſt made , but finding 
chem to be treated like madd fooles, and miſc- 
rable perſons, who lodged their barts , and be- 
forted themſelues , ypon this preſent world, 
and forgot the promiſes which God made] 
concerning the future, thou wilt giue praiſes 
to our Lord, in that thou being once dece- 
ued , he youchſafed to vndeceiue thee , and 
whileſt thou wert caſting thine eyes downe to 


earth , he was pleaſed to raiſe them vp to hea- 
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|forthy ſake , but for his owne, becauſe hee is 
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|uen;and thou being aſlaue to yanity, hee made 


liuing without any hope of diuine promiſes, 
he grew to place thee in that way , whierein 


thee to the land of the living; which is the cleere 
fruition of theface of God. Where thou ſhall 
enioy ſoe great happines , that it belongs to 
God alohe to know it perfedtly, as to him alo- 
neit belongs , both di able, and to be wil- 


| 


| theea ſonne of his owne; and when thou were | 


thou maieſt hope, that he will helpe thee now | 
toliuewell, and afterwards to dye well, And |: 
that when this exile is ended; he will 'cohdud | 


lingtogiue it. And this willour Lord doe,not 
good , and his mercy endures for euer. To 


and praiſe, for alleternitics of eternities. 
Amen, 


i —— 


whome, for all, and of all, and inall, be glory 
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A. Letter of the Autbogr to a perſon , whame he 
 exbortes to bee pratefull and carefull to pre- 
ſerne the gvift of the Grace of God, It ſeemes, 
he was in ſome feare , that the partie 
Was returning to ſine, 


TT Remember you often ; and the loue I beare 
'4 you, makes me neuer thinke of you without 


| ſomefeareand trembling at my hart , conlide- 


ring the many digers, wherein your ſoule may 
'be,tor which ourLord hath done ſo much, that 
if he were ſtill in caſe to be weary , without 
' doubt he would now be. yery weary, - But he 
* was weary, once for all, when he tooke our 
 mortall fleſhypon him; and fromthoſe weary» 
 neſles of his, doth reſult that care, which now 


| without any wearineſle at all, hetakes ofſuch, 


as he is drawing to himſelfe. 
O Sir,how.much reaſon haue you , to be 
| gratefull for the good which you haue recei- 
ued ; and carefull, at the leaſt, to keepe it; and 
| fearefull, leaſt it ſhould lippe out of your hids. | 
And I ſayd Carefull at the leaſt to keepe it ; becauſe 
| he, who can make coniecture, that he hathre- 
ceiued the guift of Tuſtification , muſt employ 
bimſelfe.like adiligent negociacour ; that with 
fine talents he may gayne other five, Improuing 
that good, which God beganne in his ſoule,| 
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| [ince the gate is open, for our getting more, and | 
more in euery minute of our life, 
It is moſt certaine, that if we ſhould tell a 
he | | [man, that there were a very long way , in the | 
[teppes whereof there weregreat felicity to be 
[obtayned, yea and that, forthe making of one 
lingle pace, they would giut himthe worth of 
!awhole kingdome ; and thar though a man 
| | [ſhould goe all his life time, inthat way, they 
7e would neuer depriue him, of his rewarde, but 
It that ſtill it ſhould holde on, after the rate, of 
the firſt pace, which he had made ; I doe not 
y think&, that in the whole world there is any 
it | | | oneworldly man, who in this caſe, would not 
it (be ſo great a walker, as that he would hardly 
e| | |becuer perſwadeld to (itt ſtill, Now, if coue- 
r| | [touſnelle of yiftble things be able ro worke ſo 
»| | [great effets; what will it be fitt, that the loue 
v| | {of that, whichis inuiſtble and eternall, ſhould 
worke in ourſoules, but a vigilant care, to be 
ſtill walking on, in the way of God, withreſo- 
el | [lutions as ligely , and more, then they were, 
-| | Which we entertayncd the firſt day, when we 
d| 'encred into his ſeruicec. : 
Whois he, that can beſo abſurdly incon- 
e| | |liderate,as not ro holde himſelfe a deepe debter 
-| | |f9 Almighty God, for the many guitts, which | 
he hath receiued from him , in recompence 
[| [(as] may ſay ) of lo many finnes of ours , as 
'| | ;thathe will nor ſerue ſo benigne a Lord, with 
| | 


| alldiligence? who is he, that coſidering when- 
| ceour Lord hath drawen him , will not reſolue 
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| | 


to be daily further and further of from hel, an 
| from the impiety of {inne? He ſeemes nor tg 
haue bene ſorrie for his offence, who procure 
not with diligence to be farre from the like, | 
He doth not ſuihciently thanke our Lord fo 
this guift', whobath layde aſide the memory 
thereof, & with whome itdecayes with time; 
nor ſtirring himſelf vp, to giue new thankes, 
and to preſente new ſcruices, knowing more 
and morc thereof, cuery day,as a perſon , who 
hath receiuedencreafſe of light: This is ſo great 
a fauour, that Dauid calles itthe BenediGons of 
ſweereneſſe. And it is great reaſon, that we ſhoyll 
grow ſtrong with that new grace , whichour 
| Lord gaue vs,and not content ourſeJues {till 
with being little ones. | 

I fayd, that ar leaſt we tuft be carefull in the 
f continuance and conſernation of this gnift; becauſe 
according to good reaſon we ſhould be encrea- 
{ers thereof daily more and more. And from 
| hence it growes, that when I ſee, that the light 
| of your ſoule is ſett vpon by ſo many windes, 
and when I conſider your weakeneſſe in the 
| midit of ſo many , and ſo great,and ſo futile 
| encmyes, I finde my ſelfe to be all trembling 
 ouer you,as any mother would be ouer her 
ſonne; who aduentures not to reioyce for the 
Jon ſhe ſees himenioy , through the feare ſhe 
| hath, that he may chance to looſe 1t. | 
| Tell me,good Sir, how is it with you? are you 
ſtill on foore in the preſence of your God 2 doe: 
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lodged In your hart? is there an vnion of loue 


berweene God and your ſoule ? Oris there not | 
erbaps , ſome litle dryneſle or diſagreement. 

growen betweene you, which your much care 
of this world , and your little care to pleaſe 

our Lord, may haue cauſed 2 [ feare to heare 
the anſweare, which you may chance to giue; 
and yer I cannot content my ſelfe to be with- 
out hearing it. If you give me good newes, 
my ſoule wiil reioyce inour Lord, and I will 
give bim thankes for hauing conſerued , what 

he hath gayned. But if you tellme otherwiſe, I 

muſt be extremely ſorry ; and yet ſtill howſoe- 
uer, I muſt needes know it, For I will not re- 

maine without grcife, if you be ſubic& to any 

ſpiritual loſle, or inconuenience, I hope to 
haue a parte cf your Crowne; and I ſubmitt 
my ſelfe to beare a parte of your payne, 

If there be any thing of this kinde , take 
heede you ſuffer not the wound to feſter ; and 
make no intricate knotts vpon the {wathing- 
bands of your ſinnes. Make haſte to breake 
that quickly, which is ill tyed vp; for you can | 
haue no leauc to divide your ſelf from him; 
who fixed himſelf to that Croſſe for you with | 
lo cruell nayles. Say alowdetoall things ; De- 
parte from: me; for neuher aml yours, neuher onoht 1 | 
be ſo much 5 mine owne. Lett the thing be what 
twill, Ict the perſon be who jt will, and let the |} 

|tereſt be as great as it can be; no other can | 
hane Title or juſtice to carry you away , but 
onely I'ſus Chrift . who created you, and tooke 
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| you fot his ſonne; and after you rad ba 4 
| prodigall, admitted of you againe,and honowghh 
you, and gaue youa new garment, and awe 
| embracement of peace; and Kerepes a ſtate off, 
great repoſe prepared for youin heauen, if yuſſi 
will Keepe his commaundements, — ff 
| That man, namely your ſelfe, belongs, 
' this Lord of ours, Though euery man in thj 
world , ſhould putt in his clayme for you; they 
is none, who hath ſodearely bought youashe 
| towhoine youalſo belong by another title, For 
what is it for God to dye for vs, but to repur. 
chaſe that, atan extreamerate, which was al: 
ready his, by the benefict of Creation , andy 
draw vs out of hell, and againe to admitt ys 
his freindſhipp 2 what is this, but to multiple 
diverſe Titles ro the ſamething? and thoſe ſp 
very great, that cuery one of them, hath reaſon| 
enough, tocarry the whole man after it,0 me 
| ſon of the ſonnes of Adam what is that , which 
you doe, when ſomewhat elſe preuailes in 
your hart againſt Teſus Chriſt 2 hoy are you 
able to ſay Noto him, whome you areſo bound 
to ferue, though it were with the lofſeof your 
lines? Shall any ſmall title, which any thing 
may make towards you , be able to carry yol 
away, and ſoblinde you, as to make you for- 
gett ſo many and ſo great benedictions, as ow 
Lord layes vp in heauen for you? Letthe world 
departe,cuen now, from our harts; ſince it 1s fo 
ſ{aone to departe from our eyes ? And whenWe 
| ſhall ſee any thing therein, which flouriſhes, kt 
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ene affys bury it vnder ground , and treade ypon it: 
mretſſhere, in che ſepulcher. For by the cohdepation 


vettefthereof, WE ſhall obraine a true relation of it, | 


te off,nd ſuch a one as will deliugr vs from it, and 
f youre v5, from the care of all that, which heere is : 
Fought, with ſuch a peſtilent Kind of deſire, * | 
ps wh What better werghes or meaſne can you deli- | 


 thifite, that ſo you may not be deceived , nor be | 


Kcary it inſtantly to the Paſhon and death of | 
Forffleſus Chriſt our Lord , who then condemned ; 
pure har, wbich che world cſteemed andro carry it | 
$al:Ei tothe how er of our owne death, which 
4 offcondudts ys all naked, ſolitary, and defeated, | 
s w1dto be trod ypon by the feete of our ſeruants. | 
ple And you in particular may doc well,toremem- | 


1 


eſpſfberthis point ; ſince, belides the feare, which | 


4 


ſon] Iwe all ought to haue of that paſſage, your ſelf ; 
res Fae another particular reaſon for it ; becaulc | 
ich|F}jou haue a more particular knowledge of 
; infflldeath.; for lately you wanted not, as a man | 
you may ſay, a fingar's breadth of paſſing through. 

t,t eternity. 
ourlſſli Take heede, take heede, that you be not de- | 
ng|/caucd by thoſe falſe apparances, and by thoſe 
ou/panted maskes;for they are no better then mal--| 
or-|Wkes, which cnueagle & deceaue our ſoules. And 


r(ff50u like theſe ſhadowes ſo well, raiſe yp your 


ltle reſemblance, And ſo you will neither | 
> . 0 ud - | 
[LXceiue any enuie againſt him , whome you | 


—— —O— 


Eirawen totakeonething for another, then xo | 


| Ut to heaugn , Where the Truthes of theſe | 
fol [ings are ; whereof heere there is but ſome 
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finde to proſper in warldly things; neitheg 
will you haue any great appetite , to poſſe K 
that, which in fine, you mult be forced 
leaue, Do not entangle your ſelfe with 

earth, ſince God , hath giuen you ſome ggff® 
hopes , and pledges , thathe meanesto oa | 
you to heauen. And thofe are, his moſt ſacl 
death, the knowledge,and loue of the Cu | 
the receauing of the holy Sacraments, wherhll 
in the holy Church there is giuen a pardon}! 
our linnes; and the adoption of the Sonnes of 6d 
and conſequently of heyres. Let him ſeeke fy | 
ſhadowes, who hath no hope to lay holde, 
things of ſubſtance. Let him reſpe& a ſhop 
tyme, who hath had notaſte of ſpirituall bee. 
ditions , which laſt for euer ; And let hin 
triumph, likea ſotr, in the proſperities of thi 
world , who hath not felt in his hart, how & 


( 
| 


lightfull athing it is, toſhed teares for hauin 
offended God ; and how happy a manis, inieÞ 
lying.vpen Chriſt our Lord, and in liuing t 
him. And ſince our Lord, hath called vs to hifi 
mercy , and hath ginen vs the knowledge aff 
his Sonne Chriſt Ieſus, ler vs not line accord 
ro the flech; nor allowe of any counſell againt 
this counſell, That ina thing ſo manifeſt, a8 
is, that we ought to ſecke , and eſteeme tie 
contentment of Chriſt our Lord, deſpiſingtit 
world, and allthat is therein, there isno need 
of taking any man's opinion; and we multoo 
be moued by any vanities of the world, how 
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 Mſpcucr they may be. The world paſſes with the de- | 
lh: thereof” as S. Tohn faith bur he who will 
| doe the will of our Lord , ſhall remaine for | 
Acer, Who relyes vpon that which is voſtable, 
"Yhhall fall downe togeather with it; and he, who 
MF ill adore an Idoll, ſhall growe like that very 
" Yidoll; but he, who loues Chriſt, our Lord (and | 
FYthat man loues him who hates the world) he 
"Mindeede is wiſe, and worthy , aad ſhall be exal- | 
Jed to (itt in that kingdome , with the ſame 
 efleſus Chriſt our Lord, as he fittes at the right 
Fhand of his Father, Ir is much more worth, to 
? Ybethe lealt there, then to be the greateſt heore: 
iftherefore ir delight vs to raigne let vsdeſire 
1-Mtodoelo, in thateternall kingdome, I beſeech 
- Chriſt our Lord , to beſtowe it on you, 
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Ep.26,1 


| A Letter of the Author to a denoted religious Friel 
| of bis, who anzmates him to ſecke God by obedini! 
ce, eF bumulity; and he teacheth , that ree«llefiig 
of mde,muſt notbe tyed to an} certaine plate, 
1 

7 Have receiued your letter, and that which| 
1Tamtoanſweare is this. You mult knoy,| 
thatthere is nor. any one in this life, who ca] 
think toliue withour tfoubles;& that to com> 
plaine of them, is ro complaine of being a man, 
{ince wewere borne to beare them. Andifit 


carried your ſoule more recollected; youaretd| 
| c6lider on the other fide, thar Obeditce in doein 
[thoſe things, which diſplcaſe ones ſelf, andthe} 
{ humility of performing meane offices, is nof| 
| fmall fruite to the ſoule. And beleiue you thi 

truth, that the man, who is carefull to recolled 


; 


| himſclf, and who puttes his confidece in God 
{doth many tymes finde himſelf more recolle; 
| ted in {treetzs , and publiqueplaces, then if he 
were in his Cel. And they who tye their dels 
tion to any particular kind of place,docinſti| 
ly looſe it, when they leauethe place, yea and 
many times in that yery place, it failes them 
And this growes inregard they are reſoluedW| 
haue it there, and ſtriue not to finde it inallpls| 
ces, andin allthoſe workes, to which they#| 
tend by theyr Obedience ; vpon this Obediend, 
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ſeeme to you,that when you were ſhutt et 


you mult greatly procurc to ground yourſel 
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5 Iickout chooſing this,or that. Since Obedience | 


= 


Qſaching ſoc acceprable to God,that it exceedes 
[].11chat, which a man may doe vnder the con- 
Rt ofbisowne will, how good ſoeuer it may 
Iikeme, Father Lew: of Granada will paſle thort- 
y by you and I yould haue you doc that with 
at confidence , which he ſhall aduiſe you, | 


The Holy Ghoſt be eucr with you. 
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m-F ing anſweare to what you write concerning 
a I them; till by your prayers we may get more 
{08 fight to guide vs. For otherwiſe, we ſhall goe. 
UE; bad as blindefould ; and perhaps you may 
Of fll vpon worſe encounters , then they are, 
If which you would auoyd.1I beſcech you follicite 
|{|thematter with our Lord; & when I {hall have 
ſatished mine owne hart, I will impart it vnto | 
you, In the meane tyme I recommend to you 


thappens to ſome, that they both looſe theyre 


{| Which they defire to obtaine ; & ſoethey growe 
tolooſe, both the one, and theother. 
Make you acc6pr, that there is but one day of 


s1f it were your laſt , with all the care that 
pollibly you ci. And when the deſire of docing 


nll 75 am fuch an enemy of theſe changings of | 


much, that you keepe your ſoule in peace. For | 


Ss: | IEP 1S TILES. | Ep.26. 223 ; 


W, (place,& 1 bould the very defires thereof ſoe fitt | 
a0: be ſuſpected; as that I am made flow in gi- | 


—_— 


tme, and the good opportunity , which God | 
pues them, by thinking much vpon that other, | 


lite left , for you; and that that day is the mor-|' 
ung, when you awake, And ſpend you thay, | 


p 


wy other thing occurres, make this anſweare, 
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Ep.26,” 
Doe nat thinke of to worrow ; and excrciſe you ſ' 
ſelf, in beeping your will, For when s 
man flyes from the opportunity , which hel 
| hath to breake it, it is like flying our of thelfſ 
feilde. And becauſe ſuch a one flyes like alff| 
coward, and carryes his weakenes in his cons] 
pany ; therefore when the occalion preſents 
{|felf afterward , he findes', that he 1s as fan| 


— EIT 
ht — —— —_— 


from ſtrength, as before ; the reaſon heereef| 

| is , becauſe he changed his place, but not his 
minde: giue you a good accompt of rhat houleſ| 
land of the opportunity , which there youlſ 
haue; and ſoc you ſhall gett a tongue, where 
with you may aske a better , at the hands ef| 
our Lord ; For otherwiſe they may ſay vats|(ſ| 
| you, that he who condudts ill that which hel; 
hath already in bis care,to what end ſhouldon} 
truſt a greater matter, in his hands? | | 
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y F Letter of the Author ro a denout 

ell Lady , animating her to fight 

againſt the Deuill , and to 
reſiſt his temptations. 


Beſeech our Lord, that you may find your | 
ou} + {cifas [ deſire 3 for ir was nor ſaid in vayne, 
ll that love, 3s frell of a Carefull kind of feare. Butin | 
off | Foe, 1 haue confidence , that our Lord ( as he 
nto| [ich to vs by the Prophet Teremy ) will re- 
elf 2ard that loue wherwith he eſpouſed himſelf 
mef}/inthoſe beginnings of his, and will remember 
1} tow the people lowed him , without an 
AB bigh way in the Deſart, which was full of bs | 
AF liftion to them, and carryed akind of reſem- 
MPlance of death, God is very thankefull , to 
AFfuch as ſerne him with loue; and in the tyme. 
four weakenefles , and when our ſtrength is 
Wn vpon the point to faile , then doth he 
I Poke backe , ypon the time when formerly 
vec had beene in vigour, and tothat amorous | 
{F-tcntion , which wee had in former time , re- | 
{{*ving our miſery , with the aboundance of 
1 his niercy, Continue therefore with a harte 
ul of courage; and, as S, Paule faith ; dee not [q,p,uo 
1 ſe jour confidence ; for there belonss 4 oreatreward | 


08! And this is that, which the Deuill would 
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ſo to pull vs downe, who pull him downe, ang 
much more, you, being a woeman ; by whoſe 
hand he would eſteeme it , more dishonour, tg 
be ouercome, As Abimelech ſayd to his ſecond 
doe thou Fill mee; that ſoe it may not be {: ayd, that 
2 woeman killed mee; for a woeman had caſt; 
peece of earth ſtifly downe vpon him fromthe 
fortreſſe, Thus muſt you doe, when the Deuill 
Shall offer you combate, Caſt Chriſt our lorda 
him;and ſoc breake his head (for Chriſt ourlord 
being man, is called car» , andſoe theenemy 
Shalldye. And if notwithſtanding, it ſeemeto 
you, that {till ke muſt bea liue ; Knowe yer, that 
he remaynes in extreme trouble, and euenas 
dead, to ſce himſelf ouercome , and to bethe 
occaſion that you shail gayne crownes, whereas 
he thought that they would haue prouedfetters, 

To what greater miſery can an encmy be ſub- 
iect,then to ſee, that he helpes him, to be great, 
in the eyes of God, For if you ſave thetreaſure, 
which you haue gayned, by reſiſting the Deuull 
ſoe very often; there is noe doubte, butthatit 
would ſufficiently temper the bicternes of you 
trouvles to conlider the beawty and riches of 


thoſe crownes, Now ſo'many pretious ſtones 
Hhauc you gotten , wherewith to enrich your 


crowne , as you have rcliſted , times , thoſe 
counfailes of the Dcuill ; and ſo much haut 
you gained of ecternall reſt , as you haue with 
paticnce, endured ſcuerall times , rhe (add af- 


Ir 


Aiftions , which he hath brought vpon you. Be 
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faine,cicher take away from vs, or weakeniny| 


I Ep.27, 
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| |rocthertore weary , of getting {till new pretious: 


| | they are your owne, | | 
And ſcethat you reſiſt that vnprofitable ſad-!} 


nd make you fuch , 4s I beſeech him chat you 


—_—_—— 


Ep. 27. 14» | 


tones, though whileſt they are throwneat you, 
chey hurt you a little; but then inſtantly after, 


celle, whichis the beginning of many miſchic-' 
fes; & confiding in our lord, and being cheere- 
full in the hope of bis loue, rreadall vnder foor; 
andletit ſeem little to you; as $. Bernard ſaith, 
My aſl. con 1s hardly to bee counted afliCtion for one 
halfe bowre , and if it prone any longer I fele it not, 
through the force of my loue. Tread you vpon the 
[drezor, and ypon the [yor, and let him feare you, 
andnot you him, And ſay you to your ſelf, Our 


—_— 


ld s my helper, and whome them shall I feare* Our | 


bt T6 


P/al.25. 


may afj11f? mee? Our lord gonernes mee, and 1 am ſafe 
Our lord ſerues himſelf of mee , and I aspire to 
[mother happines , hyw much ſoener it may coſt mee, 


Andthus, the Deuill finding you full of courage, 


downe, but rather feare, ſoe much as toaſlault 
you, Our lord, who called you, conſerue you, | 


Lord takes Care of mee, what then can arriue, which | 


and well armed, shall not bee able copull you | 


"On 


may bee, Amen, 
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| euery pace it makes, that ſoe you may yhder- 
| | tions , to know them , is to ouercome+theth, 
Make that yery account with your felfe, which} 
| was made by that Monke, in'this namer ; I (awe 


| to your ſelfe; I came not to haue zeale of others butsf 


| 1 


A Letter of the Autbour to a Cauallit 


his fremd. 


' H E newes of this meſſenger , who js 
4 parting , takes me by night, and withoyt 
| paper, and full of my ordinary indiſpolitions, ] 
| beſcech our lord., who is omnipotent, totell 
you that by himſelfe , which he was to haue 
rouid you by my penne ; lince in me there is noe 
ability to doe it, nor haue I indeede any opor- 
tunity, The coplaintes you make againſt your 
ſelfe, yponthe opinion which you had of your 
owne prudence , arc iuſt, You mult admit 
them, & doe them juſtice; cuer c{teeming that 
opinion for a crafty enemye, and counting vp 


\ 
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ſtand the deceites thereof, For in theſetempts- 


not to indze any ,but to be iudged by all, Sayghus 


my ſelfe. God places not me in the office of 4 guidt, 


maddly impertinent , as that hee will thinke 


to hitt right, in that, where God puttes him}: 
| 2ot ; fince cuery plantation which 3s not made by 


y 
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bat in the duty of being evided. And who 1s ſoe| 
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- But now, it by Obeditntt you be commaun- 
ded todeliuer your minde, fit begg you tight 

of ourlord, and then declare it, but not with- 

ierl Þ [out feare, and as a thing which you doe but 

offer , to the end that it may be examined by 

others. And you are not to shoot it out, with 

IT [ach a kind of reſolution, and aucority, asif it 

|] [muſt needes be approued, and exccuted, becau- 

wy [fe forfooth you thought it itt, Noe nor that it 
»I|F [ought ro haue any force att all , vpon that rea- 
elf [n;/but onely, that things may ſoc be done, 
elf |a5o0thers may take to be molt couenient, whe- 
ef [ther they approue or diſallow your opinion. 
-[} [And you mult conceiue, that by docing thus, 
rf [you comply with the duty of your Obedience, 
|} andthat you haue nothing morc todoe in that 
ft! ] 'buſines, 

| They, who either be cndwed with light | 
Pl from heauen, or haueeiſe beene taught to ſee, 

| by the many falles, which they hauc taken; 

-| | doe noe lefle feare, eucn ſome good deliresof 

| | particular thinges, thenthe executing of ſome 

delires, which are not good, Yea, andin ſome 

forte , they apprehend them more becauſe of 

$1] [therwo, it is harder to vnaderſtand and mailter 

i] [' the deceipt, which lurkes in them. Now this 


| | |Jeare, takes order that they runne not inltantly 


ud 


Nis " ' 
*.þ [to entertaine them , but to Keepe their (tand; 
c || |*<commending that delire of theirs to our lord, 
q | 


and a3 King councell of him. This feare is the 
| dezinnins of wiſedome, andit is alfoe the end 
thereof, Itis hard todeclare this pointe by let- 
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| ter er but for him who hah a ſuperiour, whone | 


it, and I will both beare 


care; that ſoe they may not | come vpon A man, 


— 


he obeyes, it is calily declared, by putting the 
cale, ip following his coun ell, 

When you $hall be come to know , that 
ſuch a bulines concernes the ſeruice of God, 
and that it is fitt to be diſpatched, yer {till even 
that muſt be donein ſuch ſorte, as that his Ma. ; 
city be not offended , for adole {cruice the 
buſy 1nes 1t to be Loderrakets. For if the heatt be 
thereby filled, with cares and diſtractions, and 
eſpecially if they come at wrong tymes , the 
thing it ſelfe may well be juſt, but the manner: 
of doeing it, wil nor be oe, Ic i is agoodthing, 
foraman to cary himſelfe like a perſone who 
1satthe comaund of another; and not asa guide 
of the buſines. Not as if you Werc IBS 5 ereat 
maiſter , but rather like ſome young fellow. 
who ere bidden, eyther to come, or goc w}.en 
the care of any particular Shall put it ſelfe vaſea- | 
ſonably vpon you; ſaytoit, to this effect , On 
lord commanundes me nothing , about that <a 96 x 
thus time ; For my part, 1 bane nothing to thizke ; all 
will gce into eryour , if it be done afier my fancye 
when, our lord sball _—_— me to doe it, 1 will dee 
, and ſpeake. For this pur- 
poſe it is good to (ett out ſome determinate ti- 
me, rothinke of theſe thinges , which require 


Introupes, when he were to bein filence with 
| God, If they bring any affliftion with them, 
which much diſqutet ; we may well conceiue 


that that is notthe way, wherein God walkes: 
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nor doe we comply with his word, which faith, 


[Nolte ſol:cett eſſe , labox enum exercendurs, ſolitcitue 


muſt be taken but lollicitude is forvidden ; and for 


the taking of it away , our lord willes vs to 
confde in our heauenly Father, 

He who hath this confidence, perceiues well, 
that the buſines dependes vpon God; and that 
his diuine wiſedome , knowes how to addreſle 
him, and therefore a Chriſtian man , is to be 
perſwaded, that it giues noe aduantage, cuen 
tothe very bulines it ſelfe , if we fall into any 
10quiet kinde of anguish ; or eucnto ſuperflui- | 
'ty of thinking of it, which is thus forbiddeo, 
by holy ſcripture. Ne aſ) flizas temetipſum in conſilto 
(uo: Doe not affl1& thy ſelfe in thine owne counſell : but 
faythus to your ſelfe , It ;5 God who muſt doe it, 
and not I, Perhaps our lord will not bane it remedied 
by this meanes» And if he will, yet his will alſoe ss 
tlat it be done with peace , and with my ſpiritual 


| came, and withomt mylaſſe, And ſoeprocure, that 


your heart may euer oce, incelcbration of that, 


| Criſtian Sabaoth , whereof S. Paul {peaketh 5 


and then we may ſay toour lord , Deſcend thor 
momy heart , for #115 all free for thee: and ut hath no- 
thing which may diſlra&t me from hearing thee, and 
ſrom ſpeakins to thee. You haue reaſon to deſire 
the helpe of prayersto this' purpoſe : for itis not 
loe ealily obtained. I beſeech our lord , who 
called you to his owne {eruice , continue you 
In his grace , and catty you afterwardes, with 
himſelfe to erernall reſt, 
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Know not with what wordes 


tro make him giuc his lifc, for the diſpatch the- 


| but againſt you alſoc, To him I haue beene an/ 


.* 


CCRARERERERURURRCT REVUE AG 


| A Letter of the A authour to a Virgin wholined in 
Rytolle:tion, Of the valew of 4 joule,and. the caie | 
wherwith it 15 to be kept from falling. And that if, 
it fall, it muſt haue hope, andſoe riſe 474ine, 


—— 


| , I may be. 

able to exprelle the fault which accuſe; mce, | 
and the punithmeat which I fearec. L looke | 
back ypon the much time whica hati palled 
without writing to you, whilſt yct you were} 
recommended ro me; that ſoc by meancs of my | 
care, you might procecde and protiit, in the | 
ſeruice of our heauenly king ; fince he was ' 
pleaſed to receaue you for his , through that ; 
word, which I preached vnto you. And I in; 
the meane time, like an ill ſcruant of Chrilt 
our Lord, haue beene negligent in negotiating | 
this bulineſſe which he held to be ſoe truly his; * 


as that it filled him full of care,and ſoe full , as 
reof. And not onely hauc I {inned againſt him, 
1] ſeruant, an4 to you I hauc beene an i11 Fa- 


ſuſtained you with the tood of his word ; his, 
who made mee his ſteward , to the end, thatin 
rhetrue time, I might wiſcly and faithfully dit- 
penceit, to eucry one, according to that which | 


ne ſhould neede, 


- » | Ns [ 
_Tam much greiued for my negligence, as it | 
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ther, ſince I haue not preſerued the ſtock nor | 
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[dye, and that they may alfoe continue dead in | 
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becomes a guilty perſon ; andI apprehend the 
(puniſhment ot my fault, Not thar I feare ſoe| 
'much, Jeait our Lord ſhould puniih, or ſcour- 
2%, or aFlict me for it, with vexations, and tor- 
ments, a5 that, he may permitt your ſoule to | 
receiue ſome difaduantage thereby, For when a | 
\man hath noc knowledge of what belongs to | 
children , nor cares how hc may bring them | 
['ypp; it is but reaſon,both that he ſee them! 


——— Al 


his fight; that ſoc the greife thereef, may bee a | 
torment to him, & may keepe thoſe eyes open, 
which bis careieſnes had thutr. 

My good hiſter, ( for 1 will preſume to ſay, 
that you are mme”, becauſe you are the Spunje | 
ef my Lord) O how happy were he, who might | 
know how it is with you; that ſoc he migke ! 
either be &clighted in your good, or recciue the ; 
torment of ſorrow , for your :[i: how happy. 
werete, who might know , if thoſe feruenr : 
teares of yours {till continue , which waited , 
your ſou!c in the high preſence of your Sp-sſr, | 
[and which watcred it with deuotion;thart fee : 
might giuc fruit to the Lord thereof. Andit'; 


{home long watches laſt , wherein you vec! 


Wentto treatc in ſecrecy and ſolitude with him, | 
whom your ſoule Joues. Reflefing vpon tho-! 
ſeforrowes, which he endured for loue of you; |. 
and, you, Ecfiring to cndure ſornewhar like | 
that, for the loue of him. 

I kefeech him of his mercy , that you may 


not haue 1c thar holy filence of yours , which 
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any other,nor regard any other, nor thinke of 
| any other,then onely Chriſt our Lord; to who- 
' me ſhee offered her ſelfe. Make noe exchange; | 


| uing taſted of that heauenly guift,& hauing fed 


| haue ſatisfied themſelues wrth the foode of ſmme, 
ſhall burne heereafter, inthe c6 fdeuills, 
ſhall burne heereafter, inthe copany of deuills, 


Tcſus, you bee wel in his fight. S$. Pale aid, | 


t | any place in me,tilI may Know,that your Spo#- | 


4 
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was diſcourſe with God ; your rich pouerty, 
which gaue you more full ſatisfaction, then al] 
the wealth of this world;That cotempt of your 
ſelfe, which gaue you price & valew inthefight 
of our Lord, and that holy change of your life, 


which caſt them into wonder, who ſaw you,& | 


praiſed God in you, Letit not pleaſe him, thar | 


|| mineeares may.euer heare, that theſcruant of | 
| Chriſt , is other then ſhee vicd to bee, Let it 


neucrcome to paſle, that ihee ſhould line with 


whereby,you miay bee foe deceined; as that ha- | 


vpon the crimes of the table of God;you ſhould 
now afterward, come to talt the bitternes of E- 
oypt;& thoſe meate which are deuoured by m& 
calt of from him, Vſho when heerc, they ſhall 


Scruant of Ieſus Chriſt, how is it with you 
indeed? tcl me, how itis with you. I bcſeech 


that euen his very life, conlifted inthe good of 


his children ; and euenT, though not with that} 
great fire, but with the little, which God gzues | 


FL 


mee, doe yet aduCture to ſay, that my life con- | 
fiſtes, inthat you be well, inthe ſight of God, | 
I can take noe pleaſure in this body, if the ſoule | 
of my daughter , be dead; nor ſhall delight haue 


—_— 
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ſe, whome I lodgcd in you, doth ſtill inhabite | 


\ 


w—y 
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| 
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urhart.[firbe any otherwiſe,it is, who haue ' 
nadethe fault, & I will performethe penance; | 
ut yer ſce that you bee not angry with him, | 
Doe not iny good Siſter, aftlict me more then | 
already I am atti icted, through mine owne fault, 
by the lou, which I carry to your ſoule; andit | 
oubee offended with my neglizece, be appea- | 
ſd by this cofeſlion which is full of thame and | - | 
gre e, And bcleiue that through the fauour of | | 
our Lord, you ſiall wel finde, that I wilmend, 
And vpon this motiue, you muſt forget that I-| 
haue beenc an i1i Father to you; {1nce ypon the > 
lame, God forgcts that we haue been ill ſonnes | 
&ill ſeruits to him, And if yer you will require 
further ſatisfaRio,be your owne caruer;and re- | 
quire of mg vy hat you will, Onely retourne to | 
the way of God, if you ſhould haueletr it,or cls 
makemee know, that you continueinit ; that } | 
bI may bc ſure thatthinges goe wel with you; | 
F that I may haueſtrEgth to beare that pEnice | | 

| 


On Oe EE 


Aa. 
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which you all impoſe vpon mc for my nevlige ce Ne- 
gi7ence, I mcanc in writing to you ; but not 1nremem- 
bring you, For in this our Lord , hath not permitred 
[arTShould be forgerfull. For ſoe great was the loue, | | 
'*hich I carryed towards you,vpon ſecing that you were | ' 
/Srowne to be the true ſeruanr of God; and you entred | , 
bedeepely into my hart, when conſtdered thoſe mer. | 
yeshich our Lord had vouchſafed to you; that ir ne- | | 
ifrparted more from thence, though it haue failed, to 
[rengthen and comfort you in this way as it Should 
ane done. ; 
Parden me my good Siſter for the loue of leſs 
\Chrilt ; and bee not cruel acainſt yourfelfe, but be as | 
ucllagainſt me,as you shall thinke fir. Be ſure to Joue | 
[= . for he deſerues not to be ill vſcd, for the | 
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negligerice of his ſeruant. And it you thould| 
baue forgotten your duety to him you know 
his condition already well enough, and, that 
he hath promiſed to receiue the foule which || | 
1 willretourne and that if you will forgiueine he|| | 
wil pardon you. And he will ſhew: you ſuch|| | 
mercyes, as he ſheiwed before, and wil enable 
| - you to ling thoſe Canticles ro him, which you! 
ſung in your firlt beginning,and birth, to Chriſf' 
4 U | OUr Lord. ; 
| Doenotnow giue cauſe of ioy, tothoſein-| 
|  -  fernal ſpirits, fincethere was atime , wherein} 
| you wounded them with ſorrow, Doe nat[] 
| greiue your good Angel , lince hehath giuen| 
God much praiſe for you; and hath reieyced at 
| your vocation. Doe not reuerſe that ſolemne 
Feſtiuity, which was celcbrated inthe kingdo- 
me of heauen, vpon the day of your coucrhion, 
|  Andifthrough my linnes any of theſe things 
| ſhould haut happened, yet ſtill you mult not be} 
diſmayed. For our Lord will {tretch forth his 
| | armes , and willreceiuc you; lince he ſtretched 
them out for you vpon the Croſje. And itis viual 
' with him, to loue that perſon more , who ha- | 
| uing runn away out of the warr doth yet re- 
turne to fight with greatcr courage, then that, 
other, who though he ncuer forſook the feild, 
yet was neuer but lack in doeing him ſeruice. | 
This isa kind of warr, wherein the loſleof 
the victory conliſts not in the not receiuing any 
woundes, but in flyingoutof the battaille, &1 
rendring himſelfe to the enemye, in the quality 


4 


' 
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{Nor when he ſhall percciue, that you are lying 


kick you out of his ſight. And if you call ypon 
{thoſe interceſſours, of yours , who are in hea- | 
yen, they willnot make themſelues deafe to 
[the crves which you ſendvp from hence, As 


[you haue incurred the inconuenience, if there 


[ypon his hauing begunn the worke , and not 
[ypon my hauing neglected it,And then hewill 
[put things in good order, becauſe he is thetrue| 
[louer of ſoules, and pretends not to ſet mens 


— _ 


[row, I beſeech him even by what bimlde}f is, 
[that he wil Keep you.in cloſe proteCtion , vnder 


[you wil write to me, though I contefle myſelfe | 


—_ 
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Faman whois oucrcome, Take courage,and 
[begin yet once againe , for you ſhall find Chriſt 
our Lord cloſc at hand to help you. And ſcing 
[your humility,and how much you are aſhamed 
ofyourſelfe', he will not put youto confuſion. 


proftrate at his feete, will he caſt you off, or 


| 


for me becauſe I haue made the fault, whereby 


beany,T wil alſoc performe the pennance as I 
id before. AndI wil beſeech our Lord tore- | | 
ſtore and raiſe that vp, which my negligence 
made hit for ruttie. Let all your thoughts beate. 


ones , that ſoe they may retract themby ſor-. 


tis wings; and make you gratious in his Gghe, 
and that he wil puniſh me in whatſoever ſort 
te ſhalthinke fit. And I beg'of you by him rhar 


tobe yaworthy of your anſweare. | 


| 
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| 40, 


B | | 
| flicts you 2 whats that which frights you ? your: 


| bled there at. For at the inſtant that he clolſcs 


_ 
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A letter of the Authoar, to a woman , who Was af- 
flifted with grienous ,and danzerous temptations, 
He encourages ber to ſuffer , and shewes that the 
fraite of aſflitions 15 2rcat , when they are well 
borne, 


”. 


| B* E comforted, bee comforted, O you wy pec- 
ple, ſayth the lord your God : ſpeake to the 
hartof Ieruſalem , and call ber hither ; for her punish. 
ment sended, and her ſinxe ts pardoned. Confide, 
my good liſter : for theſe words are ſpoaken to 
you, and they commaunde you to be comfor-| 
cd, through his fauour, who will defende you: 
though your owne infirmities , and thoſe infer-| 
nallpowers, ſtrive to plucke you downe. But 
if they, becarefull co perſecute you : more cate-| 
 fulls3s Chriſt our lord, to ouershadow you, and 
.rodefende you, and to ferch you of from this] 
combart, adorned with new Crownes, which 
are incomparably more to be eſteemed and re- 
toycedin, then your tribulation deſerves to be 
lamented. 5 is 

W hat is the matter ? what is that , which ab 


 Godis the curer of theſe wounds : be not rtrou-: 


them, he will shine to you as a {unne . {cauent!- 


| mes more bright, then before you were ſubie&, 


£ afMiction, your ſpirituall proſperities, will 
f 
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incomparably excell,thoſe which arepaſt : ſince 
chat which you ſuffer now, doth ſo farre excee- 
dein bitterneſſe that which formerly you ſuffe- 
ed, For theſe flowds of anguish , vie to ſeruc 
but for a preface, to an aboundance of ſpirituall 
delight as the tribulations of Iob were mellen- 
gcrs tO him, of a doubling of his eſtate and com 
fort, which God beſtowed vpon him. God af- 


tryed him , and then he crowned him : he hid 
bimfſcl{ from him a litle : but afterwards he 


lhe had ſeemed before to be offended, 

This is the-ſtile , which our lord holdes 
with his ſeruants, He mortifies them ſo farre, 
that he ſeemes, as if he would place them, in 
the verie torments of hell : but then inſtantly 
againe he drawes them out , and putts them 
into perfeCt eaſc : and ſo, as that the whale 1s 
neither able to retaine him, nor yet ſo much 
asto touch him with anie offence , whome $he 


are full of pride, and they threaten . to deyou- 


re vs : bur ler vs ſay to them, in their teeth: 
Come and ſpare not , for you shall be onercome, 


good (iſter , paſſe once ſo much as in your 


{thought to be afrayd of theſe infernall wolues: 


For hce : who conquered them once vpon 


the Croſſe, hath conquered them in you: | 


flicted him firſt , and then he comforted kim, he | 


chewed himſelfe more deare, and [weeter, then 


ad {wallowed, Our aduerſarics , the deuills, 


Take what councell you liſt , it shall come to ne». | 
thing , for God is on our fide, Let it not , my | | 


| 


— 


| 
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| perbaps we prize beiahen out of the band of the flrong 


and. &. 


| will ouershadow 


| 


mn Gees ww 


| 


| and thatshall be reſcued, which he had taken 


yerdiſmayde; For it is our lord w ho [ayth : Shall 


man ? And sball that, which was ſeiſed by the, 


mightie , be reſumed? Moſt certainly the — 
Shall be taken out of che hand of the ſtrong man;' 


by violence. And this shall come to pale; be. 
cauſe the hand of God, will hghr for you; and 


and how ſafely he'claſpes them in bis. hand, 


they” can receaue a brickle thing in lafetie, 
which'is caſt, though neuer ſo ſpeedily, from 
on high, And'if the glaſſe could feele and 


downe ſo farre and fo faſt , and to be falling 


towards hard ſtones , where ir were likelie to | 
be broken, into a hundred pieces. Bur then | 
comes to ſ{uccour it , the other hand of him, | 


| 
' who threw it downe ; and ſo it is reccaued 
| wichour any hurt at all. And thus you who 


—— 
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t ſee your (elf {o drawen even ont of yourſelt, | 


and} 
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SPIRITVALL Ep.30, | | 
and will do fo againe; and will deſpoylethem, Þ* 
to their great Shame. And how ſoeuer it may | 


ſcemetoyou, that the encounter is fierce, and 
the enemie ſq ſtrong , as to fright you; benotÞ. 


- 


- 


you , as birds with their] 
| wings ſpred abroad , defende and couer thoſe 
{yong ones of theirs, which they loue ſo much, | 
' O thatour eyes could onee bur ſee , that! 

| zeale of God,, wherewith he keepes our ſoules, 


euen when they thinke , that they are alreadie | 


loft. Some are wont .to throw downe'a glal- | 
{e*” with ſpeede, to shew , how dexterouſly | 


knowe , it would tremble to ſee it (elf calt | 


4 
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Þ. falced with ſuch sharpe fyres , and afflicted 
fierce paynes, doe tremble and feare, con- | 
: [|cving chat you $hall be broken all to pieces, 
: {bpfalling into offences agatnſtour lord.But you 
Tat knowe and conſider, that ourlord, who 
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['[|pho keepes you from drowning, For in that, 


{jou are a louer of his Commaundements, and 
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| which you are ſubie&, but others alſo which 
J/eincomparably greater ,and which {centre in- 
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kh brought you into this trouble, he himſelf 


Jaillbriog you out: and he, who hides himſelf 


while from you ,; that you may ſuffer , is yet 
jexy neare you for your defence, For otherwt- 
, you had bene ſwallowed vp ten thouſand 
imes ouer , by your enemtes, Hethrowes you 
lowne, and yet hereceaues and ſaues youfrom 
bling, He mones the tempeſt , but yer he it1s, 


yhich you feele , it is not. you , who doe any 


Iiting, but you ſefferit. He who doth it, is the 


tail; and he sball pay forit, - 
- God ſees your hart perfeRly well, and that 


ne, who abhorres-any thing, which is offenſt- | 
x to him, 1 beſeech him to kcepe you , as he 
J]&h done hicherto , for as for thoſe things, 


which the deuill repreſentes to your minde, be ; 


tot troubled at attthereat, For though it be full | 
if deformitie , and afflicte you rauch, yet you | 
mllnot be the worle for that. Theſe arcthings, | 


| 


which happen ro manie, and not only theſe; to 


de, to be a verie copie of the rrue hell , and 
that language, which there they holde.. | 


| 


: 


| 
'$}.__Sur not for all rh;is , doth God forſake his = 
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| ſoules - but euen when all hymaine counſel, 
and power failes, thenrunnes he towards them; 
1 with a mightic hand, taking away the cuppe of 


exchange thereof, he giuesthem tenthouſand 
comforts. And, the while, a man comeg tg 
{ know, that he is weake, by hauing vnderſtood 
his great miſlerie through experience, He 
knowes alſo , the ſtrength , and maliceof his 
encmics, and procures to fly from them, and 
| leanes cloſer vpon God , whome he findes to 
be oncly able todeliuer him, our of ſuch bitter 


may eſteeme lefle of himſelf : and repoſe gree- 
ter conhdence in God ; and he learnes 40 liue 


difcouered the treacherics and malicious pro- 
| ceeding of the deuill. And we are not to:aG- 
count little of this benefit ; becauſe as our true 
life conliſtes in knowing , and louing Almigh- 
tie God : ſo alſoisit a thing of great moment, 
| if inthe ſtrength and vertue of good ſpirituall 
directions we may haue Gs Þ 

the deuilles wayes. Not to the ende , that we 
may loue , and henour him, ( for thac belongs 
from vsto God ) but that we may fly from him, 


| ned, and knowen by few men , who yet con- 
| ceaue, that they haue ſome knowledge of God. 
| Nay , therefore we are to make great account 
| of the fruit ,' which we gather our of thele 


pangs as thoſe. And thus , out of his former} 
miſeries , he both fetches light , whereby he| 


with greater caution, and reſeruation, hauing| 


Ep.30. | 


| 


bitterneſſe , euen-from their mouthes, and nll 


” 
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nowledge of || 


| and eſcape from bis ſnares ; which are diſcer-| 
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|others, doth our merciefull lord, draw our of 


[fault of being forgettfull, For if he would for- 
|gett you , he would not call you , nor courte. 
you, nor palle ſo ſweete promiſes to you. .In |: 


{t: lay not ſuch a ſport vpon your honour, as 
to fayle of confidence in him, from whome, | 


Ep. 20. 247 


difficulties : becauſe rhus the ſoule growes to 
2yne experience, in the warre , againſt this 
ſubtile cnemie. And theſe things, and manie 


theſe hard encounters, whereby our aduerſarie 
pretendes to make vsfall, And ſo we make him 
|looſe, that which he hoped to gaine, and we 
putt a ſcorne vpon him: whilſt we profitt , and 
purifye our ſoules, by that verie meanes, which 
hevſed, forthe diſaduantage thereof. 

And forasmuch , as you hauc offered your 


now no longer your owne, fincethe day, whe- 
rein you were made fo happie ; doe not c6cicue, : 


thatthis paſtour of your ſoule , is liable to the | 


[ſelf to the ſeruice of Chriſt 'our lord : and are | 


the day of aduerſitie , let your minde looke 
back to the day of proſperitie,, which formerly | 
you enioyed ; that ſo your preſent condition, 
may not draw you downe, when itis tempered, | 


[with the memorie of thoſe fauours , which 


were umparted ſo you in time paſt. And be ſure 


[that if Chriſt did not loue you, he would not 


ave rayſedyou vp, nor giuen youthar Tewell. 


[And fince you knoiw , that you beganne to 
|| Walke in this way for his ſake : and that you 
| haue deſired to pleale him : and that , accor- 


ing to your frailtie , you haue procured to do. 


i... Ae. 
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| | and ſett you.out, with bis owne marke;ta the} 
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| might know your ſelf for ſuch. 

[|- -- And now,zfthe infernall woolfe, haue pre. 
| ſamedroſert vpon her , who was ſett forth by 
| the markeof 1eſus Chriſt and wbo detired toſer. 


| when you remayned in ſeparation, he drew 
| youcloſe to himſelf; & conueyed aſweer, & 
| mecke ſpuitt into the bowells. of your. bars 


endethat both you might be his, and that you 


ue him, doenot wonder art it ; for theſe areghe 
rwryalls of our Faith, and. leave; tolee if we will} 
be difmayed, and ſo turne back. There is nd 
true yertue; ynleſle it þe tryed; and the tryalls 
of Fazth are dangers and diſcountenances of 


God. Bur cuen then, if that faith be pure, and 
fine , nor onely.it is not diſmayed, but how 
much the more it is vexed, ſo much the more 
ſtreogth it takes, and euen fetches ſociety out 
of ſolitude; For we know, that it is the culto- 
me of our Lord,to place hisferuants, euen ypon 


the yery barnes of the bull, and to.hide hinell, 


when he hath done, to try theirfaith, Andfor- 
afmuch as their fight , is onely bent vpan:the 
goodnelle of 6ur Lord ; they care not for whit 
they fecle, nor from what quarter the  winide 
comes; buta confidence is engendred theraty, 
that as the anker of a ſhipp at fea, doth hx&il 
felf to the carth ; ſo will a faithfull ſoule; ey]. 
faſt holde , vpon the Crucifix:, and kixe Þis| 
thought, and ſay 5 I bots, 0 Lord, dyedft for me, be-| 
fore | was borne ; and thou ſoughtft me with the ſor» 


row of thy hart, when [ ſought thee not nor deſired 


| 


— 
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thy aye 3 at 10W I call vpen thee,ana 1 tent thee, and 
therefore now forſake me not. If thou diddeff receaue, 
| 1nd sbelter bim , who was thine enemie; thou wilt 
never drine him away, who deſires to ſerne thee; and 
whome thou haſt accepred for thine 6wne. And in 
this faith , you muſt live, and remaine ſecure 
amongſt , all the waues, andtempeſts , which 
the ſea can ſhew ; though it may feemne ro you, 
that the ſhipp is euen ſinking; and you muſt 
abour , that ſo your hart may not fayle: leaſt 
elfeour Lord awake, and chide you , as hedid 
his Apoſtles, ſaying : Why ſeare you, o men of [itle 
faith? whereby you may ſee, how much incar- 
neſt our Lord is, when he requires ys to be full 
of courage : fince euen, when the wanes areen- 
ring intothelictle ſhipp to ſwallow it vp, even. 
then did he reproach them, becavſe they fea- 
red. And this hedoth, becauſe hewill not allow 
them to be afrayde ar all, who embarke them- 
ſelues with him. For they goe with the true 
Lord of ſoules; who is our faithfull helper out 
of the greateſt ſtraytes, 

 Andnow,fince you are one of them, who. 


| hane quitt the thore-, and embarked yourſelf 


with him , by entring vpon his feruice ; w hat 


[an that be, which you thould feare: lince you! 
[ane walked-,' arid doe ſo fb], in.company of 


leſws Chriſt our Lord, Remember, thar S.Peter, 
whilſt he had fith went treading with his feere 
VYpon the waters ;but :as'f60ne;as he ſaw the 


Winde ſtiffe \, atid cho waues highi%he feared. 


[and then preſently beganne'to finke. To giue 
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vs to ynderſtand, that with a faith, which was 
firme, he went ſecure: and by growing tepide, 
he began to bedrowned, and heard this word 
fromthe mouth of our Lord : VU thou man of litle 
fanth, why didft thou doubt? And intheſame mans 
ner doth he ſay to vs, if he ſee vs fearefullof 
any viſible danger whatſoeuer. 

And ifour Lord tooke ſuch care to deliver 
hisdiſciple fromacorporall death : much more 
will he take care, to free you from the death 
of your ſoule : and to ſecure you, that the tem- 
peſt, which is riſen againſt you,may not drow- 
ne you, Onely be you ſure, my good liſter, that 
ou be not diſmayed, and forſake notthe war- 
re:for heere the Crowne is loſt , nor becauſe 
menare tempted, but becauſe they either flye, 
or þe ouercome.Offer your fclfe to ſufferpaing, 
and euen fire, forhis honour, who ſuffered ſo 


much for you. And by how much the greater] 


your afflitions are, eſteeme them for ſo much 
the more certaine token, of the loue, which 
paſles betweene Chriſt our Lord, and you. Be- 
ſeech him, that he will ſtrengthen you, towards 
ſufferance, and notthat he will take away your 
aftlictions, For it will be a Purgatorie to you, 
whereby you may be wholy purified , in ghe 


| ſight of God, and the Croſſe of your beloued lord 
will keepe you companie, This Croſſe is that 


thing, which all the louers of our Lorddelite, 
and by meanes thereof, you will remaine like 


goulde, in the Crufible; ſo much ox«the more 


reſplendent, as you were more afflicted, 
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| — Conlider, that euerie louer, is ro endure | | 
e | | [ſomewhat, which may declare himſelt, for the 


4 | [hue of his beloued. And ſince youare entred | 
lel Jlinto the warre of Loue , do not turne F265: | 
| I |but conſider, how great things, cue weake 
f| [[yoemen haue endured for Chriſt our Lord. 
Some by fire, others by ſcourges, and others by 
r | | | tauing bad their fleſhtorne from their bones; | 
e| [nd they held themſelues bappy in ſuffering 
h | I [for the loue of their Lord. | | 
- Now you alſo ſuffer for him.: For it you 1 
- | [would forſake him, your enemies would not 
t| | |perſecute you; but youre paſſed ouer to To- | x; 
- | | [fue's fide , and therefore doe they moue this | ro, 
e| | |warre againſt you. And if amongſt men, there 
\ | | |be want of baſe, and bloudie executioners,the 
, | | |devills come, in their place, who are both more 
| | |cruell, & arenot ſo ſoone wearie, as the other;. 
5 
| 
| 
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and with grates of iron they torment you; and 

morein the {oule, then in the bodie 3 and you 

areto eſteeme, that you are in martyrdomefor 

the love of Chriſt our Lord, ſince youare mar- 

| | [tyrized for his ſervice. | 
| Do not omitt your deuotions of Confel- 
hon, and Communicating, though you ſhould 
Geir without any great ſenſible appetite, and 
though the deuill ſhould ſeeke to hinder it, as | 
he is wont to doe, ſo farre as to ſtrike your | 
tongue dumbe, ſo that you cannot Confeſle | 
your fines, as likewiſe he giucs you to beleine, |_ |} 
that you haue eaten, at ſuch a tymeinthe night, 
| | [that ſo you niay not Communicate the mor- | { 


LOTS 


et ——— _— tt 


— — 


1 248 


| 


_ . | eriefe; and that we are to enter , into the kingdomedf 


| ypon he Croſſe; and take that Croſle in your 


himſelf, will not forſake you, I beſeech himto 


foote,with all his craft : and pray to our Lord, 


companie ; and armeyour ſelf therewith ; and 


offer your ſelfſo truly to anie ſtate of ſufferan-. 


cc, that if our Lord were pleaſed, that it ſhould 
lait vpon you all your life, you would yetbe 
content therewith, And how much the lain 
you ſhall caſt your ſelf into. his will , ſo much 

the more ſpeedily, will he relieue you. For he 
driucs notthem from him, who ſtriye towards 

him. . 

Andremember, that there is no loye without! 


heauen by many tribulations, W 'here, for onc onely | 
houre that you may ſee God in bis beauty : you 

| would thinke two thouſand yeares of that ſuf; 
ferance, to which now you are ſubicct, ro be 
well employed. And ſince God is to carrie you 
 thither, as you haue reaſon to hope he will; be 
not anthelin ſuffering nor tepide in lommy; 
For he, who dycd for you, and called you to 


be your comfort. Amen, 
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ning after. Treade that enemie of yours ynder. | 
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{ Letter of the Author to a perſon , who was much © 
_ af fufted,far ſeeing that be profited ſolule in vertue | 

Hee teaches the difference, berweene {elf-loue, & 

the loue of God; and bow be 15 to doe all things, 
. forthe loue of God , and noting in conformity 
with (elt-loue. 


=_—_ peace of our lord Teſw Chriſt remayne| 
with you. The roote of all our miſery, is ſelf- | 
bye; as on the other fide , the lone of God, Is the 
coote of all our felicity ; and ſo, as that he whoe 
loues God, meets with nothing, which he can | 
properly be ſaid ro ſuffer; (becauſe he ſeekes no- 
thing but the will of God , andtherein alone 
doth lie delight ) foe he whoe {owes h1mſelf, finds 
all things to bee to hard, and to heauy, for him, 
and he is cucr toxmented, with the variety, and | 
trouble of accidents, True repoſe doth not con- | 
iſt in any thing;burin defiring little for the loue | 
of God, or rather noe onething : and to content | 
himſelf, with any thing for his ſake: ro whome | 
wee ofter,and preſent, as much; as wee forbeare 
todelire, for the loue of him. And if God will 
vouchfafe, to open our eyes, that ſo, with Danidj P/al. 
weemay conſider the wonderfull things of his lawe; | 213- 
wee Shal finde, that not onely there is daunger | 
banging ouer vs, through this ſelf exe, in thoſe 
things which are playnely and eroflely viſible, 
andexteriour? but more, and much more, cuen | 
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| 


| loue, and all this in the ſame manner , and with 


in thoſe other things, wherein, many thinke: | 
| thattrue ſanctity doth conſiſt, And if you aske: 
| mee, what thoſe thingsare, I ſay thatthey are] || 
nocother, then vertnes; the peace of ſoulezthe king. | || 
| dome of heauen ; yea and cuen our lord himfelf, | | | 
And thus you may ſee, how great our daunger| | | 
is; ſincethere is daunger, euen in that, whichis 
| ſecurity, and how greatthe miſcheif is of proper, 
| and inordinate loxe; {1nce the ſtinge thereof, thru- 
| ſtes ir ſelf, into ſuch holy things. Notthar it is 
 abletomake themill, ( for that it cannot doe) 
but in regard that by cauling vs to deſire good 

rhings, as our owne lalt end, and for loue of our | 
ſelues, wee make our ſelues ill; fince wee invert | 
that order , which the love of God preſcribes; 
| which is, to loue that, whichis good, andour- 
(clues withall,f or the ſeruice of God, and for his 
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the ſame meaſure, which is beſt pleaſing to his, 
Divine Maiclſty, | 

| Theloueof God doth not confiſt(whatſoeuer 
' wewill needes be ſaying ) inthe deſire of much 
vertue, noe nor cuen of God himſelf, if it be in- | 
ordinately done, and with exceſle of affliction, as 

wee are wont to delire other things, For if I be 
 moued for theloye of God, todefire any thing, my | 
maine deſire, to hauc that thing, muſt bee to ha« 
ucir, if God will; and how, and when, andto| 
| what proportion he will, and notto beegreedy 
of it for my owne good, butto the end, that the| 
| will of God may bee accomplished though bis 
pleaſure were, that my ſoule should remayne | 
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«| | [wichout vertue > and that I should neuerenter | 


[an ynbridled appetite, which aymedat his ow- 


_— MM. 


no heauen, I ſay though his pleaſure should 
beſo, for indeede it is nor. But, atthe leaſt, our 
will muſt ſve be lodged, inthe willof God; as 
that it may bee prepared , to will any thing, 
which God world haue vs will , without any 
manner ofexception. For if our owne ſelf- lone | 


bee aliue in vs , that miſcheif is ſo much the | 


wors,and more inward, by how much the ber. 
erthe thing is, which wee delire, For , 1n theſe 
things, as ſeeming to bee very ſafe,a manis wont 
toextend his appetite as farre as he liſts. And 
whileſt wee ſay , that wee delire the loueof God, 
wee are full of ſelf-towe which' makes vs deſire 
him, for the lowe of our ſelues , without any rule or 
meaſure z whereas , it ought to bee, iuſt thc 
contrary, | 

' I remember ſome Doours tell mee, that 
Lucifer was the firſt, whoe committed his (innc; 


and how the thind which he deſired, was good 


nor when, nor in whome, nor for whome, it 
was fitt that he should haue deſired it, but with |} 
- qark good, asany couetous wretch, might | 
Glhxe much pelfe., or any ambitious man much | 
bonour. Certainely, if the ends and rootes of our | 
defiring one and the ſame thing be different, | 
the thing it ſelf which is materialy deſired, falle:. 
out after a ſorte nor to be the ſame. But rather | 
(25 I ſayd before ) the better the thing ir ſelf is, 


namely felic:ty, bur that he deſired ir not how, |. 


tne more daungerous is the inordinatedefire | 
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man to deſire any thing,ashis ownelaſt end, fo 
the love of bimſelf. This laſt end 1s that ſoutrargne 
Good of Goods, which is God, whoe ought tobee 
the ayme,andend of all our defires. And noy,if 
any Should fay ( by not vnderſtanding well, 
what I afficme ) that I ſeeme to teach, that wee 
muſt not be feruent,in defiring tro become'more, 
and more vertuous ; but that wee muſt as well 
leaue ail to God, which belong to the ſoule, az. 
that which concernes the body: my anf{were is, 
Fhar asin theſeexteriour things, wee muſtbee 
diligent, but nor afflict our ſelues with exceſſeof 
care,and anguish, but muſt putr our ſelues who. 
ly,into the hands of God, and cake with parien-' 


ce whatſoeuer comes: ſointhoſe things, which] 


importethe ſoule, wee muſt be ſure, to be mo- 


rediligent : bur yet with condition, thar if not-] 


* 6, . TY L 
withſtanding onr diligence, wee cannot haue 


all wee would, wee mult not ſuffer our ſeluests! 
growe impatient, For that would be a worſe 
fault, then the former, which gaue vs ſoe much 
trouble. But wee muſt ue 

wholy,tothe will of God ; ro whome humtt-; 
lity , and patience in the midſt of our fraif-! 
ties , is more pleaſing , then a proud den6+! 
tion , and complacence , in the ſtrength 
which wee conceane our (clues to have, © 


Andif wee cannot obtayne ar the hands of | 


[ F 
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thereof, For there is nothing worle, then fors 
| 


orme our ſelues|] 


God, chat wee may live withour faults : ye 


lett vs render him moſt humble thankes , for} 
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| i perhaps any other thing , the perdition of 
chat proud Phariſee, but the cotentment, which 


he rooke, in his owne good workes 2 Anddid 
any thing ſaue the Publicane, but the know- 


lifpleaſur which heconceiucd againſt himſelf 
for them,defiring mercy of our Lord 2 Itisnot 
the caſe of cuery one, to conſerue humility , in 


few, whoc are not diſguſted with their owne 
faultes. And therefore, though the former of 
theſe two wayes ,, be higher : yet the later is 


later. All which is diſpenſed by our God, who 
lis of ſoucraigne wiſedome, and who guides vs 
[by ſcuerall wayes, to the ſame end, which is 
[km/elf, And though wee be neuer ſo couctous, 
|meethinks this ought to ſtay our ſtomach with 


O 


knowledge of what we want,and docinig pen- 


[tance fortheſame, as many others doe, 


But notwithſtanding all chis, wce mult not 


torbeare to imirate the beſt wee ſee : ſince 
our Lord hath giuen vs a deſire thereof: and 


lace an account is to be demannded of ys; 
If wee doe it not. Wee mult therefore delire, 
to de better , { {oe thar yer withall wee looſe 
not our inward peace ) though wee obtayne 


| |*ot all wee defire. For otherwile, I doe riot 
I [thinke that cuer there was aman inthe world 
I {leaving him onely aſide , whome euery |. 


— —— —O 


[ledge which hee had, of his ill deedes; and the 


[themiddeſt of great vertues; but there be very - 


[aſuticiency of comfort ; that wee may hopeto | 
goeto heanen : whether it be, with the height, 
land perfeQion of yertue, as ſome goe: or by the 
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| much; though ſelf-loge rell vs, that wee defire 


for the loueof God, with whoes diltribution, 


though he gaue them lelle; eſteeming that to 


 ceiues himſelf ec lament his faultes, for the [oxi 
| of God, he ſhould indeed diſpleaſe the ſame Ged,| 


| by ſeruing him with a ſowre kind of hart, and 


body knowes ) who delired not to be better] 
then he was ; bur yet this did not takerheire 


peace from them , becauſe they deltred no-| 


thing out of any particular appetite , which 


never confeſſes that it hath enough ; but onely 
and portion , they would be well content, 


bee true loue , which contents it (elf with 
what he giues ; more then to delire to hane 


it, but for the ſcruice of Almighty God, 

And for my part I beleiue, that there is 
noe peace to be hadin this world, but by px 
tience, Nor doelI thinke; that it is true patien- 
ce, whenaman is content to beare, with his 
neighbours ; if withall , he be nor content to] 
beare with himſelf. Nottotheend , that he 
muſt fayle to puniſh, and to mend his faultes; 
but that his hart may not be deiected, and he 
vnreaſonably afflicted ; and that whatſoeue] 
happen , hee may bee able to keepe himſelf 
content, both within , and without ; but foe 
that yer withall ( as I was ſaying ) he ſtill doe 
his diligences, to mend himſelf, Which yerif 
he ſhould not wholy doe, it is better that be 
bee ſorry for it, and that inſtantly he riſe vp, 
with new alacrity ; which vſes ro encreaſe, and 
double our ſtrength ; then that, whileſt he col} 
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with fallen wings,and ſuch other braunches as 
veto riſe from this roote. Ler the Concluſion 
berhat, which S. Paul deliuers. Let vs frequent 
prayer > in all things , stwing thanks 10God, and ſoe 
wee sball be ſure to doe well? Our Lord Ieſws bee 
with you, and with vs all, Amen. + 


4 Letter to a Cauallier hy freind whe- 
rein be teacheth how the afflifions 

| which God ſenaes to his ſeruants 

| are to put good men in hope 

| and wicked menin feare.. 


T Hankes be giuen to Chriſt our lord for ha- 


uing made you a partaker of paine and 
tcouble for it is che moſt certaine title to. hea- 
uen which can be had ypon carth : ſince it doth 
enable vs to be like our lord who deſcended 
from heauen to giue vs light that we might louc 
tim,and ſtrength by his example, and grace by 
(is merites, Let not the diſpenſation of the wor- 
kes of God ſeeme cruelty in your ſight: for as 
the rewarde which he giues is not light ſoc 


to be obtained, Nor is there any thing further 
from being a macter of royes or ieſt then that 
Which our lord hath prepared for ſuch as lone bim. 
Now to the end that this may be knowen and 


Ep. 32-_255 | 


nghely ynderſtoodir is fitt that they who are to 


neither muſt the meanes be light whereby it is | 


Theſſ. 
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enioy ic may be ſoe treated as he was that ſoe|} 


ad. 


the world may.be vabeguiled if it ſtill conceive}; 
that by liuing in ieſt they are tocnioy that grear 


— 
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reward.in carneſt.. | WT | 

Our lord giues aduiſe to his ſeruants, and| 
he threatens ſuch as will needes be {ſtrangers to{ 
him, For tothe former ſorte of men he ſaith that 
they muſt thinke highly of his rewarde : finceh 
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as for theſe other he askes them how they 


| whoare his enemies:lince euen his childrenbe 
| ſtrictly treated who are yer elected for ſoe great 


| whereof we now ſpeak, we shall finde thatthey 
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| he will not giue it dut vpon high tearmes, And | 
| thinke to eſcape the tigour of his handes, they þ 
| a good, If wecaſt our eyes towardes this beame| 
| of rigour and juſtice which are the afflictionsÞ 


| conteyne greate occalions both of hope andÞ 
| feare, And on the one fide the mercy of Godis| 


| much glorified thereby and his inſtice on the| 
| other. Let crouble expect to finde repoſe and let} 
| him feare affliction hereafter who doth-nor feele| Ic 
it now. For ſince- in any man how iuſt ſoeuet|} [| 
he.be there are many-thinges which' may.de-| J|t 
{eruepunishment chouph nut in hel: ( andeins| J|t 
punishmenr. is robe perſonally indured if irbe l, 
not: purged with .{6e:#rea-an excelle of lour'as} fl 
[char the contrition may ftand- for the punish-| Jt 
;merit as it did in-S. Mary Mazdalen and fome| h 
othex's )1t is plainethat eyther heere or in purga*| Id 
tory they muſt paſle through fire And: though] J|1 
' chey who findenot irithemfelues. ſoe great loue*| th 
of Gad as to caufe this oreife which may ſton} bo 
: > - fol] 
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or a arisfaction , may thinke perhaps that chey 


ceiue hard meaſure in beeing ſaued by fire | 
yhilſt others shall be ſaued withour it yet in- | 


ked they are much deceiued in their account, 
For the great loue of God euen heere onearth 
yhen men ſee that- God is offended doth cauſe 


eater greifethenthar ro which youare ſubieR; 
And that truth is ſcene by this then when one- 
ues God greatly he would be glad of the paine 
jou ſuffer ſoe that he might be free from char | 


which he feeles for the offences which are com- 


nicted againſt God, And ar this wee muſt not. 


wonder ſince there are perſons who cuen to free 
you from the paine heck you are would in- 
dure themſelues. And this alſo may ſerue for a 
iroofe that the loue which one beares to ano- 
ther puts him to moretrouble then the paine ic 
fie would doe which the other feeles : that if 
jourſelfe loue another very much , you would 
not be ridd of your owne paineif it werevpbn 


condition thatthe other muſt indureit for yow: 


which proues as 1 was ſaying that it would 


trouble you more in the perſonne of that other 
den in your owne, = 
Now if the loye of a creature canreach ſoe | 
are, how much more will the loue of the crea- 
our de able ro doe, it being infuſed by the moſt 
" [\toly Bin of our lord which farre exceedes all 
ther force; Andthus it growes to be a moſt cer- 
Une truth chat eyrher in this fashion or in that 
liereis noe meanes to eſcape from ſuffering be- | 
ore we ariue to enioying. Andt 


ell him who 
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.yould complaine of chis law rather complaige 
that he is a man; & that he was not made anan;| 
oell; and lett him complaine ag ainſtiuſticeand 
reaſon which doe abſolutely require that yertus 
muſt be obtained with labour and the reward 
muſt correſpond with the vertue, 


But who o lord whoshallcuer preſumeto 


c6plaine of thee as if thou didſt creat them with 


rigour?lince inſtantly thou ſtoppeſt their mou- 


thes with Ewing that thou ſo loued the world 


as to giue thy onely begotten ſonne, to theend 
that in the ſtrength of theſe afflictions and ſor 
rowes anddeath which they chargedypon him, 
the world might eſcape the torments of hell 
and might triumphin heauen, W hol ſay olord 
willpreſume to complaine when ke hall ſeethy 
beſt beloued freindes to be ſoe ſeuerely hande- 
led, and obſerue that in thy court it is bardto 
ſay which of theſe two haue the pre-cminence 
eyther afflictionsorfauours; andthat ic was fail 
by thy commaundement to one of thy fauout 
tes. Bucauſe thou wert accepted by God it was neceſſe-| 
ry that temptation sbould try thee. wt 
Doe not permitt your heart to ſinke' vnder 
your croſtes but remember that heretofore yol 
haue deſired todoe and ſuffer ſomewhat for tit 
loue of God Gad 15 not deafe to the deſires of out 
hartes, He hath giuen that which he knew robe 


| beſt for yau; andif you thinke it heauy conhide 
| that he who ſendes it, will giue you $noulder 


whereivith to beare it. That which afMlictes.will 
have an end, and that which gines repoſe will 
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lucceed; bur the latter will not be like the for= 


me that you will renounce this later vpon con=, 
dition that you may not endure the former, it is, 
not well ſaid nor doth it become a noble minde' 
which deſires, more to ſee it ſelfein dificulty & 


mer, bucincomparably greater, Andifyourell 


touble for the obtaining of vertue then to be | 
idle and without exerciſe, Nor is it fitt that you 
who haue caried ſoe much couragein your hart 
through theſe warres of the Emperourshould 


| haue it faintely aftected inthe warre of God, We 


demaund not of you heere that you should con- 
duta whole army like ſome Caprtaine generall 


butonely that you traile your pike well & giue 


a good account of your per{6ne,,& of che place 
where you are put. Be nor a coward inthe leſle 


occaſion whoe are (oe valiant inthe greater. 
Put your ſelfe wholy into the paſſion of our | 


lord and learne thereby how much he endured 


and how great loue he boreto you; lince being 


able to redeeme you by gther meanes yer he 


14 | would not doe it but vpon the price of his ex- 


celliue paines and ſorrowes, Andſocitcomes to 
palle that as he in one hower did more loue his 
father then all mankinde put togeather in all 


[their liues, ſoe in one hower did he palle through 


More bitter ſortowes then all mankinde; and 
there was not in the whole liuesof them all ro 
defound eyther any love or any ereifelike his,. | 

Straine your ſelfetoa deſire of enduring ſome- 
What for him. Be not a ſlaue ſigce he loues you 


— uy. 


[2nd treates you as a ſonne For the father cor- 
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re&es the ſonne and you may hold your ſelfe for 
{ his ſonne ſince he correftes you, Loue your fx: 
| ther depart from your ſelfe and giue your (elfe 
{ to God. Say to him Iwill follow thee thongh heby| 
the way of ſorrow I will preſent thee with this ſfafſe- 
ring. I will not giue thee any thing of little value; bt 
" | that which may coſt memy blood , that foe than mayef 
to meas thou didſt to Abraham, Quia fecifli bancren 
es non peperciſti vnigenits tuo propter me E& c,Nowi 
God take it ſoe well thata man gine hisſonne 
for the loue of God how much reaſon isit that] 
| | man should be very gratefull ro god fortheyi-| 
| uing of his ſonne for man. And he onely 151n-} 
| deede thankefull for the bencfitt who in re« 
| compence thereof giues his owne ſonne to god; 
namely that thing which his hart would moſt 
betroubled to leaue and this becauſe God wil 
haue it ſoe, | £ 
Conſider the true Originall of loue which God] 
did beare you, but ler it be with fetching thisre- 
ſolution from thence that as they drew blood 
from him & gaue ſorrowes to him he may gine| 
themto you; and as they gaue him paine foe he 
may giue paineto you, For infallibly if ſoe you] | / 
| . [ shallanſwereto the ſorrowes of God withyout| 
ſorrowes he will anſwere to thoſe ſorrowes off | 
youts with ſuchareward asshal make you eſtr- 
| eme your ſelfe happic for hauing endured them. 
And though our flesh beleiue not this yet faith 
3 muſt ſupply that defe& & you-muſt ling. Lett 
ſums pro diebus quibus nos humiliaſti annis quibw 
vid1mus mala. So God grant it may be, Amen. _ 
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A Letter of the Authony, to « holy Religious woman 

. written in 4 time when. she was ſubielt to ſome | 
perturbations , and perſecutions , about 4 booke | 
which she was wished to publish. He deelares 
how sbe 1s to cary her ſelfe in ſpirituall things; and | 
which 1s the ſafeſt way, how to treat with God, and 
to vſe that gift of Prayer, which che had,  ©* | 


l-] T HE grace and peaceof ITeſw Chriſt our 
| 4 Lord becuer with you; Whenl accepted, | 
*| | |toread that bookeof yours, which was ſent 
}| | | me; it was not ſoe much out of any opinion, |} 
| |that I was ableto iudge, of theſe things, whieh 
Ml} | are conteyned therein; as becauſe I thought, | 
| | |that, with the fauour of our lord , my felfe 
d| might profit, by them. And I thanke Chrilt, 
*| | |that althought I hauenot read it with that re- 
0 | poſe, which had beene fitt; yetT was comfor- 
Fly |ted thereby ; & may atſoe be benefitted other- 
ef wiſe, if the fault be not mine owne. And truly, | 
vu! J {though I mightreceiue comfort by reading it, 
t!'f | without reflecting vpon it otherwiſe: Yet me 
thinkes, thereſpe& I owe botlito the matter 
[1t ſelfe, as alſotothe perſon who commendes 
[1t vnto me, deſpenſes not with me, in forbea- 
| | | "ing to ſay ſome part of what I thinke thereof: | 
atleaſt; in generall rearmes, | 
The bookeis not fitt, tocome into the hands 
\®tmany, For the words mult be reformed in ! 
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| ſome partesthereof, & declared in others, And: 
ſome things may be profitable to.your ſpiritr, | 
| w hich would not be ſoc, if they ſhould befol. 
\ lowed by others. For the particular wayes, whe. 
reby God guides ſome, are not fitt for all, The. 
ſe, or the moſt of them, 1 haue noted downe, 
| and T will putt them into order, as ſoone as I 
| can; & I ſhall cafily finde meanes to ſend them| 
to you, For if youſaw my infirmities accom- 
| panied with my other neceſlary ithployements; 
I belciue they would. rather moue you to com- 
paſſion, then to apytaccuſation of me for ne- 
gligence, = | | 
| Thedoctrine of your prayer, for the molt part, 
[is g0od:and you may very ſafcly belciue it: and 
{ practiſe it, and in your Reptes, I finde theſe (1- 
| gnes which true Raptes haue, 

The way of God's teaching a ſoule, without 
| the vſc'of the wmagination, and without eyther 
interiour, or exteriour wordes, is very (af; I finde 
| nothing therein, wherat to ſtumble : and & 
| Auguſtine ſpeakes well of it, 
| - Thoſe znteriour and exteriour wordes , haue| 
deceiued many in our times : and the exteriom 
are the leſle ſafe of the two, To diſcerne, that | 
1 theyproceede not from our owne ſpirit is a0 
-1 caly matter : but to finde whether they grow | 
from a 200d ſpirit, or froma had is more hard. | 
Men giue many rules , whereby to kuow it 
| they bee of our Lord : and one of themis, it 
| they be ſpoken in ſome time of great ſpiritual 
neceſlity : Or if a man profitt much by them, | | | 
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1! | [whether it be by way of comforting him,when 
| ||heis in temptation, or deſolation: or for the 
prevention of any diger &c, For ifeuena wiſe 
good man, will not ſpeake a word which 1s 
| | |not of much weight : much lefſe* will that be 
| | done, by almighty God. And conſidering both 
| | this, and that the wordes mult be agreable to 
| | [holy Scripture, & the doQrineof the Church: 
| | [Jamof opinion that theſe wordes, which are 
| | [mentioned in your booke, or the greateſt part | 
| | |of them are of God. 
That, whereof there ismore doubt are the 
| | imaginary , or corporall viſions , whereof you 
| | ſpeak. Theſe muſt in noe caſe be deſired; and | 
it they come without being defired, yet mult | 
you auoydthem, as much as you can, We muſt 
| deſeech our lord, that he will not ſuffer vs, to 
| | |walke by the way of ſeeing; But as for the good 
febt of himſelfe, and of his Saints, that he will 
keepe it for heauen; and that heere, he will be | 
pleaſed to condut _ the plaine way, as he 
doth his faithfullfreindes. And by other good 
meanes, we mult alſo procure to auoyd thoſe 
| | |thinges, : 
| But yer, when all this is done, if the viſfons 
| aft, and if the ſoulereape profitt by them gand 
if the ſight thereof induce it not to vanity, bur 
toincreaſe of humility ; if that which they ſay 
de agreableto the doctrine of the Church; if they 
cotinue any long time and with that interiour 1 
kinde of ſatisfaction , which may better bee 
felt; then declared; by this time me thinkes, I | 
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| ſee noe cauſe why we ſhould flye them ary 

longer. Though yet, noe bodye is to truſt hig 
owne priuate opinion heercin: but hemuſtin. 
ftantly communicate the matter , with ſome 
{ perſon, who is able to giue him light, This ig 
the generall courſe which muſt be taken, in 
allcheſe thinges ; & we may wethopein God, 
that whoe hath humility to ſubmitt himſelfe 
tothe iudgment of others, God will not ſuffer 
 himto be deceiued, ſince he procures to walks 
in the right way. 


| ' But the while noe man ſhould eaſily con- 


——— 


demne thoſe thinges, o 2,0 the onely reaſon of. 
aprruing that the perion to whome they be 
youchſafed are not perfect, For it is noe new 
thing, for the goodnes of our lord todraw men || 
out of ill delights, and.cuen out of {innes, (and | 

they great ones ) by giuing them very {ſweet 
| conſolations of his owne , as I haue ſeene him| 
doe. For whoe ſhall limitt the goodnes of our 
lord 2 eſpecially ſince theſe thinges are not] 
 youchſafed for the meritts of the partic, or be- 
| cauſe he is better growen in ſpiritt then ano-' 
| ther but ſometimes to ſuch as are moſt weake, 
And as they doe not neceſjarily make' a man, 
more a Saint, then he was; ſoe neither are they 
 alwayes giuen gogreatelt Saints. ; 
But yet they haue noe reaſon, who diſcredit 
ſuch thinges as theſe , becauſe they are vety 
| high: and for that it ſeemes to them incredible, 
that ſoe infinitt a maieſty ſhould abaſe it {clic 


TO {ſuch an amorous communication . with 2 
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poore creature. It is written that God rs loyt> 
zndif he be love he mult needes be infinite love, 
and infioitt 200dnes. And from the hand of ſuch 
| | | ve, and ſuch 209dnes, it is noe meruaile, if fome 
| | [foules receiue ſuch exceſſesof loue, as maytrou- | 
| | [ble others, who vnderitand them not, And 
| | [though men may vnderſtand by faith, that the- 
*| | [re arc ſuch thinges inthe world , yer the parti- 
r| | [cular experience of this amorous , and more 
e | | [then amorous proceeding, which God houldes 
| with whome he will : this I fay, vnleſle it be 
-| | |poſſeiled , a mancannot well vndexſtand , to 
{| | | whatdegree or point, it arriues, I haue ſeene 
| | | many ſcandalized at the heroicall ates of the } 
r{Þ [loue of our lord God tow ardes his creatures, 
21 | [And becauſerhemſelucs are very farre from re- | 
[|] |ceiving thoſe fauours, they canot thinke. that 
10 {God will dee that to others, which they finde 
1| | {him not to doe trowardes them. And though it | 
|| |werereaſon , that cuen becauſe it is an act of | 
tf |fove, and ſuch Lowe, as caſtes vs into admiration, | 
{| {it ſhould betaken for a figne why to thinke | 
it were of God, ( ſince he is wonderfull in all | 
his workes and much more in thoſe of his | 
mercy yet from thence fetch they reaſons why | 
they ſhould not belciue them , from whence 
| | they ſhould fetchreaſons to beleiue them; pro- | 
[f | uided alwayes that there be a concurrence of | 
| | 0thercircumſtices, which ſhew that the thing j 
|| j initſelfe, is good, 
| For your part, my opinion is that, by what 
|| | can perceine inyour booke, you haue made, 
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| andtothe doeing of pennance, I ſee noe reaſon 


| that you goe not with entire confidence, eſpe- 


may mingleſomewhat with them;& therefore 


| © 4 , . 
humility, & other yertues, with the loue of our 


—— 


| reliltance toſuch thinges as theſe , euen more}}| 


then it was fitt you ſhould, Me thinkes they | 


haue profitted your ſoule , and eſpecially ehey | || 


haue made you know your owne miſcrie, and| 


faultes, and enabled you ro mend them 1 finde} 
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that they haue laſted 15g, & that euer they have. ||! 


beene with ſpirituall 
to the loue of God, to the c6tempt of your ſelfe, | 
why I ſhould condemne them, bur I incline to 
thinke that they are righe, Bur yet cuer with 
this condition, that you yſe great caution, and 


cially if that which happens be not vſuall with 
you, or when it requires you to doc any parti- 
cular thing, which is not very plaine, but ſub- 


je&t to ſome queſtion, In all theſe caſes, & the 


like , you mult ſuſpend your beleife, and in- 
{tantly aske counſell. 

 Ialfo thinke good to lett you know, that, 
though theſe thinges be of God, yet the enemy: 


you muſt neuer be without care & feare in ſuch 
thinges as theſe. And you muſt further know | 
that though they be of God you muſt nor yet| 
reflect ypon them with too much eſtimation; | 
becauſe ſanctity conſiſts not intheſe thinges, 
but in the humble loue of God , and your neiobbour. 
And as for theſe others , they are to befeared, } 
euen when they are right; and you mult paſſe 
fromthe thought thereof, tothe procuring of. 


PRs They incite you, | | 


Fo 


TO — —— ————— 
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HI&:4. You muſt alſoe be ſure not to adoreany of 
| Frhoſe v:tens , but onely adore Chrilt our Lord 


i *[/neo, & to that which is repreſented in your zma- 
[gnation; and you neede noe more, but that the 
"| Yineze may ſerue to cary you vp to that which | 


 CTIPEROTE 


-nheauen or inthe Sacrament. Andifit bea viſor 
fany $4int, you mul} lift yp your heartto hea- 


grepreſented dy it, 

Imult alſoetell you, that theſe thinges c6tey- 
ned in this booke , happen to many others in | 
theſe times ; ard this , with great certainty that 
they are from God ; whoſe hand 1s not shortened,to 
boethat now, which he did in former ages ; & 
thisin the weaker ſorce of vellalls that foe he 
may be glorihed rhe morc. 

Goe you 0n,in your way: but ſoe as that you 
dec euer in fcare of thecues; and that {till you 
deasking , it the way be right. And giue thakes 
tour Lord , for that he hath beſtowed vpon 
jou, the loue of him , and the knowledge of 
jour cite; and a loue of pennance, and of the 


(roſe. And as for thoſe other thinges make noe |] 


ry high account thereof; though yer onthe 
ther ide, you muſt not deſpiſe them , becauſe 
[tiey are lignes which ſhew, that many of them 
ae ſent by our lord; and cuen they which are; 
not, cannot Hurt you, if you asKe counſaile, 

I know not how tobelciue, that I haue 
\deene avieto write this by any ſtrength of mi- 
tne; for I hauc none at all; but your prayer hath 
Gone it, I beſecch you cucn for the loue of 
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our lord leſs Chriſt , to Jaye it a3 a charge | 
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ypon yourſelfe to pray for me, For he Knowe, 
that I aske it as being vrged by great necelh. 
ties ; and Ithinke, this word alone will ſuffi 
for the obliging you, to-doe what I defire 
And now I begleaue of you, thatT mayendthj 
letter, ſince I am vnder promiſe to goe writ 
another, leſ#s be glorificd by all, and in all. 
Amen. | 
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* 
| A Letrer written to a Lady, encouragin 


her to beare with patience , theaffli- 
tions which were ſent her, © 
by our lord. 


Adam, I would fayne aske your lady- 
shipp, what kinde of taſte the fruites « 
the Croſſe carry with them, {ince you are-feeding 
ſo aboundantly thereon, Our lord ſayd thus, 
I will clymb vp to the Palme tree, and gather the frai 
[thereof : and it ſeemes that he hath taken yout 
ladyship by the hand , and drawne you vp with 
him: to the end, that if heeretofore you welt 
vp with him by contemplation , to conlidet 
how he fedd vpon them : he is now no more 
content , thar you onely accompany him , by 
hauing compaſſion of his paynes, but he will 
 haue you cate with him at that table of the Croſſe 


1& be a witneſſe by exverience, of that which be 
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57., which ſtandes ar the foore of the Cyoſſe of 
the Sonne , in ſociety with the Mother of God, 
whofed art the ſame table : and was ſuffering 
torment, yea and was euen crucifyed in her 
foule with him. For there is hot a more accepta- 
ble thing in the eyes of the Father, then to be- 


pany the ſame Sonze, in the imitation of his af= 
fiction and Croſſe, Ler noe mandeceiue himſelfe, 


zad conceytes; or that cuery abſurd idle fellow 
hall raigne with him , in his kingdome, The 


fuour of God, is reſeruedfor ſuch as loue tri- | 
bulation, No man $hall raigne with him, but 
[luch a one as is crucifyed : That, in fine the 


world may know , that forasmuch as he ſetres. 
that king dome at ſo higha rate, it is no ordina- 
ty place, but moſt aboundant in treaſures, and 
gin: , ftince God himſelfe is the glory the- 
reot: and that they may reſolue with fresh cou- 


ge, to deſpiſe all tranſitory guſt , and to'er- 
lureall kinde of Crofles. 


How would your us haue our lord | 


proceede towatdes you, bit fo a hee is wont, 


and will be ſure to proceede, with his beloued 
Children 2 What would you hauc him doe;, but 
ate you as his Father treated him? As my Fa- 
ter lowed mee., ſo doe I loue you ,'{aith our lord. 

And now, if any man will-make a pawſe, to 


| 


| 


hould his Sonne, and to ſee them who accom- | 


by thinking that God is in loue with fooleryes | 


lffered, when he was feeding vpon that fruite, | 
I dare confidently ſay, thatthat (oule is hap | 


| 


| 


conlider howthe Father tteared his Sonne and | 
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| which formerly you affirmed in time of peace: 


| condition, hoy sharpe ſocuer it may ſeeme, 


had it, to paſſe through. Bow downe that necke 


that rope ouer. his head, which cuen- flead his 
-necke, and hee, the while, held his peace, both 


' necke: and that heauy croile, vpon thoſe wee 


ions, thoughthey should cuen defeate vs, and 


your ſelfe {o often, asthe true flaue of our lord;| 


. © Woebe 10 them, (ayth the ſcripture , who haxt 


ſuch a Sonze, he w ill patiencl y endure his owne 
Madam , haue patience yert a while , for chi 
tempeſt will palle, & you will reioyce, that yoy 


of yours, tothe will of your heaucnly Father, 
for ſo did leſs Chriſt our lord , when they paſſed 


with his harte, and with his congue, -through| 
the obedience which he carryed to his Father; 
What doth that hard halter, vpon fodelicatex 


ke, and weary shoulders , declare to vs ; byt 
that wee mult bee obedicnt in ſuffering affl- 


pluck our very hartesout of our bodyecs? 

Itis notiuſt nor fitr, that your ladyship should 
take vpon you todiſpoſe of your owne life, and 
ro choole , & ſay,, This I will, and thetotber, I 
will not, dve or haue; fince you haue offered w| 


ro the accomplishment of euery inclinationot 
his holy will. For itis againſt all reaſon , that 
now you should 'yaſay that in your affliction, 
Nor muſt you'be likethat counterfected kinde| 
of freind , who in time of proſperity , 1s wont 
ro make many offers., but when they would 
bring him to performance, he vnſayes himlclfe. 


loft their ſufferance; imploying ſuch perſons, 5 
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being weary of enduring, andexpeQting, went 


headlong with their hartes to the ground , as | 


men who would no longer bearetheir burdens. 
Madam , T be 1uſt man lines by fayth, and our lord 
requires 10 be expeHed, though be ſiay; for in fine , be 
ramies that he will come» But if a man haue a 
clocke , which goeth too faſt, and if the time 


CET 


that muſt then be ſayd to him, which is in Eſay: 
He who beleines , lett him not be too haſty : but lett 


| tipplace bis felicity in longanimity,as S.Peter ſayth, 


Madam , our Iord will come and comfort 
lyou, The ſea is all in tumult, and the waues 
will needes drowne the ship:and our lord is ina 
xofound ſleepe, like one who throwes a ſtone, 


[tis he, who rayſedthe tempeſt, & then inſtan- 
ly layd Eimſelfe to ſlcepe. It is he and noother, 
who hath deſigned your ladyshipto theſe tribu- 


without himnothing can bedone. And he who 


[hath knowne ſo well, how to ſtrike, and hath 


\beene ſo diligent to afflict, is now fallenafleepe, 
[when they are ſecking remedy at his handes, 
and the mpre they begg comfort of him, the 
mote he doth ſometimes encreaſe diſcomfarr, 
Andyet, notwithſtanding all this, he will haue 
's poſleſle a lively fayth , which , in all theſe 
mileries, muſt not fayle vs. Andif wee baue not 


lla1th , why are you afrayd, 


ſeme too longe, before God pgiue the remedy, 


andthen hides his hand: or who ſtrikes, & flyes ] 


ations, It is he who afflites, and woundes, and. 
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tas fayth , wee shall be ſure, that when he was | 
kes, he will reproue vs, and lay . O men of little | _—_ 
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mility is tryed by diſhonours; patience by af. 
fictions ; and charity by rendring good for 


euill ; ſois faith and confidence, made euideht;| 


IF. 

You may ſce, Madam, by this, how lively 
our Lord will haue our faith to bee , which 
may enable vs to confide , in him; how freſh} 
how well tryed, and palled cuen through the| 
very fire, For as chaſtity is tryed by the temp. | 
rations which are contrary thereunto; as hu-| 


as he is the more deſired todiminiſh them. 
Euen by this pace wee muſt paſſe ; if wet 


| will kearethis worde fromour Lord's mouth, 
O woman great is thy fath, In this match of | 
wraſtling, muſt wee ouercome , if wee will| 


pretend to the name, andcrowne of ſuch , as 
are perfectly , and truly faithfull, And wee 


euento the yery ſoule ; and yet wee mult be- 
leiue that they are embracements of great, and 
render loue, 


- In, this which exteriourly may ſeeme to be | | 


the wrath of God, wee tnult beleiue his diuine' 


harte, to be moſt peaceable , and his bowells| 


moſt paternall towards ys, nor muſt wee a-' 
;oue according to thefceling of fleſh & bloud, 


'bur. according to faith, which ouercomes and 


when God ſendes ſuch aduerlities, as may ſeeme| 
to putt men in a manner, cuen out of their| 
| witts; and when he, the while hides himfelfe; | } 
and ſeemes to add to them ſo much the more, | 


mult accept of ſcourges, which may flice vs} 


fooles all ſuch diſcourſe. This , Madam , 5} 
{| the wiſedowe of the Croſſe , which makes the} 


 ſouie, | 
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bale ' with shurt eyes , ſubmitr it ſelfe to the 


LE Yholy will of God. And by thus not judging, bur 


» 
- 
i 


et | = 3 1 ths _«# . ” 


Joofiding fo bim , itgrowes wiſe beyond the 
\Jiiſcdome of the whole world, For let him 
yroe God , not | 


ethem, with hu-- 


yho deſires to know , and 
I:yſchis eyes, but let himaba 
nlity ; and nor fifre his judgments : and thar 
nashall arrive to true knowledge : and shall 


{ Flade that our lord of power, is entirely {weete 
owardes his ſeruants : and doth then endue | 
\Fikem with the 
{cs of flesh and 


__ bleſlings ; whento the 
loud, hee may ſceme moſt to 


Jhave forſaken them, 


I} 
| 


| [logeit , for theſe delicate warbling notes, are | 
: 


hw, But it is now, that you should eſpecially 


felt vſed in theſe tunes of trouble. Your be- 
loued lookes vpon you , and takes care of you: 


koke you alſo vpon him, and confide, in ſuch | 


itaker of care, He is your Father, though he 


[ | fourge you : be you his daughter , in recetuing 


biscorreRion , With obedience and giuing of 
thanks, And if you be in much payne, whilſt 


1 1)u feele the ſcourge , let it be tempered, by 


tonlidering the hand from whence it comes, 


| J)our beloued he is : and he loues you more, 
i then he is beloued by you. He corre&ts you |. 
| [ith loue : & doe you alforeceiue it wich loue, 


hat ſo you may anſwere our lord in the ſame 
une, wherein he ſpeakes, He hath a mindeto 


| 
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| 


| It is now long agoe ; ſince your Iadyship | 
| Path ſung this ſong , My/beloned to mee, and I to 
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purify you by fire: do norfly of from the Cru- 
and | St 
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| with readines, that rene charge , whichislayd 


ofearth, which is-ones owne will, and withall 
to bee broken in picces ; then to be whole: 
otherwilec, 


Sing you thus toour lord, . Thou haſt red Ml | 


bart and thau-haſt viſited mee by night ; thou baſt exe. 
mined ice with fire and thou haſt not found wicked. 


'for as much as it is now ſoe long a time , lince 
;your ladyship hath ſoe fayre euidence, that 
[you are borne to inheritt; procure you to pay 


vpon your land. This inheritance is very rich 
and glorious, but the heires thereof muſt ſuffe 
| much tribulation'inthis world, They are tobe 
' vntyed, andtaken of from the Croſſe hecre, when 
they goe vp to raigne there : and men muſt not 


| darted , and wounded , out of the Place ; but 
ſuch as are baſe and cowardly , retourne home, 
in whole skinnes.Iuſt ſoc is the good Chriltun, 
| who is to be pierced on all ſides. And whe! 
tyrants, and executioners are wanting , thef| 
Shall haue enough to ſuffer , in theyre ow?| 


and theyre freyndes , who will by certayf}| 


| 
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| q | | 0 . 
{yble, whatſocuer payne it may put you to, :Forl[| 
} it:is better to became pure from the vneleanes 


nes in mee, For thus doth God purify his ele&|[| 
and he who. 1s not proued , and purifyed thug|ſ| 
is noe Sonne, and shall be noe heire of his, Andi| 


think of goeing from one pleaſure, to another,|| 
The bulls which are of a generous kind goe ally | 


{weete, and and ſmooth wayes, rorment them} 
[| warſethen thoſe others. nl. 
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Ic is molt cercaine , that to ſee one ſuffer \ ! 
whome wee loue, is a very knife at out harts: 
2nd loue is our executioner ; andche more loue ; | 
there is, oe muchisthe executioner more cruel]. |: 
Butt yert lett vs not turne away our face from 
him. For this love, was the, executioner of [eſs | 
(rift our lord, which putt him to more payne, 
then all choſe viſible executioners; and this was 
the executioner of his bleſſed Mother alſoe, 
and of as many ele, as God hath had, I would 
haue your ladyship prepare your headto be cutg 
of, and your harte to be tormented by this exes 
cutioner ; and you muſt procure to fight ſtou- 
tely, in che preſence of God, andofall his ce. | 
eſtiall court, ſince ſuch an excellente Crowne'| 
of plory is prepared for you. Our lord , who | 


ſends you this tribulation , knowes the time: |; 
which i is molt fitt for comforte, and hee will |; 
prouide ir for you, when it shall be beſt, Inthe | 
meanetime I' beſeech him to oo your ladyship | 
=” and to remayne with you. for cuer. | 

men, | 
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VA Letter of the Anthour to 4 Religious woman, || 
; . who was bis ghoſtly childe, Of the mercy which| 
 Godsbewes to 5uch ac he calles toReligjon , gud 
| -of the exercices end obligetiap of a Religious 


W OINAN, 


{ SERVANT of Igsvs CunistT 
| E Hae beene thinking ſometimes, whithee 
of 


> 


lord might noterethis haue taken you out 
this life, togiue you the fruition of himſelf, 
'For to be aliue and to remaine ſoc long withaw 
lexting me know- how your ſoule doth, ſeempg]|. 
'tomea kindof incredible thing. Though yet 
bercue, that our lord ſometimes, giyes a ſank[[ 
{oe grear feeling of himſelfe , that it remeas 
' bers nothing els becaule it is wholy employs 
' ypon him, who is.4ll thinges, ] beſeech his good 
'nes, that this may haue beene the cauſe of ya 
| filence, For then, I shall not onely,not complay| 
ne, burgreatly reioyce, For what other thing, 
canl ſoe well delire for your ſoule,whichinout 
lord, I loue; as to ſee it all employed, in louing, 
andin being beloued by him, This is the end, 
all the paines which he bath taken with your 
| ſoule, and of all the fauours which he hathbe 
| ſtowed vpon ir. | 
Tell me, O ſpouſe of Chriſt our lord, ho# 
you doe, Doe you loue him much, and doeyol 
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Ml feuicn wounded, with the care you haue, to keepe; 
If fit be in contradiction of your owne? Fot chongh | 
#1] [rhe lone of our lord, bethe ioy, and ſolace of our 

{ſoutes; yer, on the other ſide; it ſuffers thetni not 


[you vnderſtand both your ſelfe, and him 
aidin your foule , ler light be made: and then all 
|&rkenes , and ſortow fled away : and now, 


' 
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hould himfaſt, in your boſome ? Is your keare: 
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him content; and to (&ke his holy will, chotigh 
co repoſe;but like a-continuall ſpprre, is ſolfici- 


they may pleaſe him whome they loue, more and! 
more, For this reaſonthis loxe, is compared'to' 


thereof, iscuer working , and ſtriuingypward 5 
This lozr, will kaue nothing co doe with flacke- 
nes; nor knowes it, how to takEiny reſt, bur 
jinourlord. Andthisis.the logd, of a Loyal fot»! 


1s, which,itis reafonthatyou be, ih performance, 


{inceyou are ſoeitr profeſſion; & ſince, you haue 


[an inward vocation, to put thatih prafiſe, to 


which you were called, | 


| Doenorforgett the day, on which you offer- 
fred your felferoyour ſpraſe, by the hand of your 


Prelatt, Nor that other day , when! your ſpouſe 
conueyed his hand, into your heart , _— 
c 


like one who fees the light of heauen, you live, 


tn ty, becauſe you know which way you may 


goe, withour danger of falling, For if you be 
Carefull ro keepe thoſe dayes in mind, you will 
ſee , that by the former of them , you were 


[ting and yrging them on, that {de enery day, | 


fire, which neueris atreſt ; but the lively flattic | 


boundto lodge your loue vpon our lord after a} 
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| very particular manner, becauſe the cong 
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1 other. And on the ſecond day ourlord ſheye 


'| downethat fron g Golias; which is the Depi 
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1-who biddes þattaille againſt all ſuch , as relgln 
Nv; 44 + $$ i fs ( by 
| to ſerue Chriſt our BS +... nl 
| It is notreaſfon, I ſay, it is notrcaſon , that 
| you ſhould forgett what you owe , norhow 
| God: hath enabled you ro, pay., And for that 
| which God hath given you, you are, wuch the] 


| 


| ſoe particular lights, and fauoursfrom heaugn, 


_ 4 —_ 
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: 
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of marriage oþliges cither partie., to lone ty 


the loue which he bore to you; and he gaus 
you ſtrength to pay according, to your weake- 
nes, the loug which you ow eto him, For what 
have you out. of your owne ſtocke, but obliga- 
tions? {appar meanes haue you to pay any 
*thing towards the coming out of debt : you, 
being a poore 1ngaged creature ; who indeed 
'deſerued to be euer kept in priſon »7n wnſerte, .and 


” % 
. 


w chaynes , as Danaid ſaith. But: the rich- Iefur 


i 2? 


Chriſt , hath given you' the plenty of his gay, 


may ;ouercome your contraries ; and 'pluck 


morebound to ſcrue him. For to be axeligious 
woman is the codition of many ; but to receaue 


wherewith to ſerue our lord, is the caſe of few: 
wiues ; but he left his inheritance , andelta- 


te, to the lawfull ſonne of that wife of his, 
who was moſt beloyed; that wee may vB- 
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|. whereby you may know and loue him , and | 
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Abraham , beſtowed guifts, even-vponthoſe| 
children which hee had by lefle principal 
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1derſtand thereby the difference of tbe guitts 
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&Ilof God, which hee imparteth, in this life , to 


he ſeuerall perſons. 


Our lord be thanked , for that your lines, 
ind lottes , are fallen into the beſt ground; foral- 
muchas. grace was giuen yow , whereby to 
make you chaungze your {tate of life , and to 
deſpiſe the world witli your whole heart, and 
todeſpiſe alſo your ſelfe; and to obey the ſupe- 
riour , of your Monaſtery, as your mother, and 
to loue all your ſiſters , and Almighty God, 
more then the very apples of your eyes. TI his 
is that czleſtiall fauour , which was done 
you, that you might be rich , and well ſup- 


pled with all thinges neceflary, in Chriſt our | 


Lord crucified , and from thence comes this 


ſve hopefull and happy change , which you | 


have made, in the manner of your life, and that 
nuiible beauty , wherewith your ſoule is en- 
dewed, 

And what now remaines , but that you be 
likeone, who hath acquired great worldly ri- 
ches,and whoinſtantly enrertaines ſeruants, to 
keepeit. And ſoe you muſt be carefull, to keepe 
tnat which our lord bath giuen you , leaſt els 
your ſoule turne beggar, after it hath beeneſoe 
rich ; which is 2a kind of life , of more afli- 


Qion and preife , then theirs, whoe neuer 


| knew what belonged to riches, Remember 
| what your ſpouſe ſaith ; and conceiue that he 


| faith it to you, as indeed he doth , Now thow 


| 
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art whole , ſee thou finne noe more , leaſt 4 worſe 


| 
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thing happen wo thee. Live with a holy doubt, | _ 
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and care, how you may keepe that ſafe, which 
our lord hath giuen you; and how yer withal}) 
you may gaine five other talents, tothe fine you 
haue; and whether or noe you haue ole i you 
lampe , and that ſuch , as may bee able to lafp 
many yeares. And till the very houre of your ||| 
death , let this worde ſound 1n your eares; 
Behold your ſpouſe comes, oe forth to meere him. Fot 
if youlive with this care, you will ſtill be well 
employed , and you will not haue leafſure tg 
caſt your eyes vpoq any thing of this life, For 
| this alone ſuffices to giue ys enough to thinks 
ypon; yea and to'grow weake withall | 
The holy ſcripture ſaith , that this alone; 
|is enough to breake our fleepes. And if you 
| haue not this care , I shalbe full of ſorrow for 
{it. For by the want thereof, vanity and curies; 
fity doe ſtreight enter in , and as many tales 
| of the liues of athers, as they make who take 
noe heede to their owne. And foe by lintle 
| and lictle , a ſoule growes to be ſeauen times 
worle, then it was before, 


* w_— ..., * 


I expe notto receiue ſuch fruites, and for 
full of bitternelſe at your charitable handes 
| but rather the fruices of benediction , and 
{ ſweetnes ; like 4 tree which is planted neat 
| freames of water ; which , with the lequts; | 
1 and with the fruite, giues that man a go 


| 


heart, who tooke care thereof. But yet 'by 
humane frailty , you befalleninto any riegli» 
gence , as it happens ſometimes : ſee that 1t- 
ſtantly you wake , and breake of that fletp*. | 
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[maine fallen , in the way (as ſome cripple might 


you had noe more to de, with the bulints of 
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leaſt it Prouc mortall to you. And beg pardon 


ofour lord , who is full of mercy , and benigni- | 
ty, For though he be angry with the defectes of | 


ſuch as-baue already knowne him , and will 


a} [[|punish chem - yer he driues not away his chil- | 

[]/dren : and he giues them correction, not with 
»[{ fury, but with the rod of a Father. Gve, you 
therefore inſtantly to him , though you Know | 
* haue offended him , for perhaps hee may | 


ueshewed you his anger,to theend that yow 


chould. remoue ir from him, by your humility, | 


and purpoſe of amendment. He will inſtantly 
forgiue you , and ſometimes he impartes partt- 
cular fauours, euenas if it were 1n recompence 
of our careleſſenes. $7 

Take heed you grow not ſtiff, and fixedin te« 
pidiry , for this is a diſeaſe yery hardly cured, 
And yet, onthe other fide, you muſt not be diſ- 
mayed, if you be notalwayes in ſoe great fer- | 
your as were fit, For you are but a woman, and. 
noe Angell : you are but wezke, and not in- 
dewed with much ſtrength. The greateſt cour- 
tely you can doe your greateft enemy, is to re- 


bein a ſlough of mire) with the bones as it were, 
&your ſoule broken through diſtruſt, as ifnow 
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gettiig vp to heauen, 

- Our bord's pleaſure is , that you should thir- 
ke highly: of his goodnes : and that he drmnes 
them not away, who knowing ther owne wea- 


knes, ooe, and ſeeke for ſtretgrh, and remedy at 
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times, to the committing of theſe very things, 
which had formerly becne very farte fromyy, 


| thinges weare, we grow to thanke ourlord for 
| that which heis to vs , and from that time fofs/ 


x EIA 'y 
Ep. -» 
on 4 doed mide: -£:3\- if 
his hands And indeed our prides [oe very great ; 


| that for the cure thereof , he lettes vs fall many | 


that ſoe being fallen, we may rile againe, And{| 
then, knowing by experience , what kinde of | 


ward, we deſpiſe our ſelues, & we begin to live 


had beene loſt by vs, once before. | 


| louing father, draw our cure, out of our yery: 


prouccation, yet his goodnes ſteps our likes 
\ conquerour, and impartes a thouſand millions! 
of benehits to vs. 1 
| Beſuretherefore, that you ſerue this lord, with 
all the force you-haue. And if hitherto you liave 


| haue failed thereof , ſee you retourne to him, 
with shame, and firme purpoſe of amendment. 
Comfoct your ſelfalſo with the holy Sacraments 
of the Church , they beceing the remedies which 
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that you may be of their number , of whome 
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with greater doubt, and care, and feare: leaſt 


wehappen to looſe that , a ſecond time, which: 
| 


Thus doth our moſt wiſe phiſitian, and moſt: 


| woundes themſelues; andlife, out of our death, || 
and heshewes his goodnes, by our wickednes, 
And though we fight ſometimes, againſt him, 
with the weapans of finne , which giues him| 


; 


} 


done ſoe, giue him thankes for it , and if you| 


{ hehath left, Andput your ſelfe into anew waj,} 


and now , atlaſt, learne to trip noe more ypoÞt 


| that, at which you ſtumbled moſt before. Soe} 
l | 
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Is. ?a4l ſaith that all thanges cooperare to te good of 


TT N.renot bruyſed to death, becauſe onr lord conueyes his 


[ourlord, And deliuer my ſalutations to allchoſe 
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The, who loue God, Foy ha wſoener they may f all, they ; 


und vnder.them , to receive them. In the middelt of 
Tiheſe hinges, I beſeech you, call my mileriesro 
nind, that you may obtaine mercy for me of 


| 
| 


erſons in your houſe, who (erue our lord, I 
Mech him to be your #ternall love, Amen. 
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{an RO RURURT RUE RYRERERERERURERY 
A Letter of the Author to a freind of his , whome 
God bad called tolead afpirituall life , by 


| i thoſe many obligations into which.you 
TL And though I be confounded therewith, yet 
| {fecrumme, of Charity, Now the firſt condi- 
7} [woo thereof, is ( by the teſtimony of him who 


[tad ſtore of ic, and who knew it well) Quia 


| [[zenſe founitaine of Charity, to encreaſle it in | 
1 [Jou , till you be enabled thereby , euen to lay | 


| [jet I conceive you {peake it not , by way of | 


{ [/ ves you, the diſpoſition wherein , you finde 


meanes of his preaching, 


put me by your letters, Fanſweare late,and | 


Itope Chriſt our lord hath giuen you ſome lit- 


petiens ef , That it 88 patient, 1 beſeech that im- | 


[@wne your life, for your enemyes , as Chrilt 
grlordlayddowne his for vs. 
| Youcomplayne of dryneſſe in denotion,though 


complaynt, but onely , as relating ro onewho | 


Rom. 8. 
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our ſoule, And I ſay , that. ſo longe as this 
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drynes reaches not to weaken your deinealsd! 
vertue it is noe ſuch thing, as ought to putt yaſſh 
to much payne, For that which is queſtiongwi 
| thereby, 1s but the lofle of acertaine ſwetteig go 
| inthe things of God, though yer this is wy 
to be a ſpurre, to make ſuch men quitt thewth 
| ſelues, and to fly faſter on towards ourLotf/v 
who knowe how to make right vſe thervf}b 
And becauſe I deſire all good to you, whethe | 
ic bein much, or little; I wiſh that you wen by 
endewed , with a Lowe of God , which weelſſ 
| both ſtrong , and wiſe , and ſweete alſo , ſince}! 
| Ioue with all theſe qualities, isdue ro bim,wſ} 
w home wee owe our loue. Bur yet, if hein| 
| part that louealone , which is ſtrong, and wiſh 
it will be, becauſe he intends todoe vs othethfſ® 
fecret fauours, by meanes which are vnknoweaſ| 
ro vs , and to ynty vs from our ſelues, anda} 
exerciſe our vertue , whereof there will be" 
great neede , for. a man whoe treates witlj 
him , who is infinitly wiſe and doth extrex| 
mely like , that noe man ſhould beſo inks 
owne Cyes, ” 
\ Your care muſt therefore bee to fol 
low on , according to that ſtrength, wh 
Jour Lord giues yow ; for his grace , wil 
not faile, And yow mult giue him that 
kes, both for that which yow viiderſtand; 
jand for that alſo which you vnderſtand nok( | 
and in this doth your ſafety confiſt. Ands | 
you grow elder MR and to 'haue more expert | 
ence , of the very little which any man's 
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ble to doe , towardes /the contriuing of 
wallltings , how ſmall ſocuer they may bee; you 
allyl be confirmed more , and more, in the 
engl good cuſtome,, which you beginne to take, | 
«Eo hould your peace. And you will perccive, 
hat 2 bulines will then be well diſpatched, 
qflwhen wee ſpeake ar lardge with God , and 
affbut 2 little with men, 

hell This ignorancy of ours, is an vnſpeakea- 
ere ble-kinde of thing; and ſoe is our ſetting our 
well clues out , andour ignorant Kinde of zeale, 
egf}to doe good. And wee haye much, and mnch 
-tafſ/3 doe, to beleiue it , till wee haue bought thig 
{Knowledge , vpon theprice of many errours, 
hich wee ſhall hace committed. For wee 
ef} inherit, from our firſt parents , a certaine ſly, 
a(0/a0d ſecrert delire , of a kinde of diuinity, 


te | which cannor be ſought without theft, This 
makes ys imitate our firſt fathers , therein; 
10|29d to dentethar things may bedone , how, 
£1[/and when wee liſt ; with certaine other deepe, 
1[|42d moſt ſecret rootes of pride , which are- 
t£uer to bee diſconered,, without light from 
| bezuen; and this cannot be obtayned, with- 
£11 out much Prayer. | 
Wil As for the particular of thoſe ſouls, 
| |hich you deſire to reduce; I tell you, as I 
[| | 6d before, that you mult cordially recommend 
the bulines to our Lord, and hope \, ell that 
[ou shall have good ſucceſſe, And be you not 
|Foubled , gr afflicted, ſince you know, that | 
Jeu haye a father in heauen , who calls you | 
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| chat which your letter ſayth you vſe, concer-: 


i—— 


| for a man to be a Lunaticke; ſometymes doeing 


| $/P.1KETN-A 
towards him, and he will be your guide ;in thel 
way, Spend your tyme, at the preſent, thebeſp| 
you can, and as for. the future , doe not yexg| 
your ſelfe ; but make account that nothing} 
tut your 'owne negligence , cann take Go 


wy 


elrgence ; & if you overcome it, you will finde' 
by experience, that the Exchaunge or Burſe| 
is 2 yery Cell to you,; and , that buſives is but| 
as a Riuer , which may ſerue to waſh you 
cleane. | 

The way , wherein God hath placed you, 


requires that more diligence bee vſed. then' 


ning the conſtancy of your deuotions, And 
if I were with you , I could tell you of ftraun-| 
ge things which haue happened to men, who' 
had beene ſlacke in performing their good! 
our Lord eſteemes it not as any ſmall infirmity; 


his duty, and ſometymes, not. A cleare figneit 
is, of a ſoule in ſubieRion to ſelfewill, todoe' 
a thing when the humour ſerues ,-atd after-| 
ward, vypon mere humour, to lettit alone. And} 
foraſmuch as ſuch men want the abregation of 
themlelaes , they are in fault, both when-they] 
ceaſe from docing any thing ; and foe are} 
they alſoe , when they doe it ; becauſe 


they live , butt in themſclues, And the pu 
niſhment , which our Lord inflictes vpol/ 


theſe, men , is 


that hee is 'not liberall -6fi| 
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from you. Fight therefore, againſt this we 


exerciſes, W hereby you might perceiue, rhat] 


Fl |pimſelfe to them , when they defire it; becau- | 
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I |cefſe of our endeauours , whether they be mo- 
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they are not liberall of themſclues to him, 
when he requires it, Wee-muſt therefore be 
ſure , to aske pardon , for the little conſtan- 
cy which wee haue vſed, in the ſeruice of our 
Lord; and to reforme our ſelues with an entire 
refenatren_intd his hands , concerning thefuc- 


re, OT lefle, 

Take courage once to looſe your ſelfe, 
for the loue of our Lord ; obeyng that which 
he commaunds; and neuer Jooke, vpon what 
is to follow vpon it, For whether it be drynes; 
or denotion , it cannot faile to be a fauour, 
ſince it is ſure to be the pleaſure of our Lord. 
And by how much the more , you ſhall be| 
able to live towards the contenting of him; 
and to be dead towards the ſeeking of your 
owne contentment, ſoe much the more happy 
ſhall you be. Spend not time at all , in thin- 
king whether it were beſt, to accept , or els 
torefuſe , that bulines, wherecf they w rott to 
you , that wuhout donbt 11 wonld be done. For 
this is the figne , of a hart not delivered vp 
to recollection, and-which eaſily is induced 
to looſe the preſent tyme , with care of the 
furure. Forget it ; and beſecch our Lord, that 
t may not proue atemptation to you; ſince he 
knowes your weaknes,. 

And live without perplexity , or afflic- 


tion of minde , ſolemnizing ſuch a Feaſt ro 


our Lord, as that your hart beeing asked, 
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what care it hath, it may anſweare you nonegt i |- 
all, but onely that I may be foe happy , as to : {de 
this lutle tyme , to our Lord. All that ſwarygg © bl 
from this, is not ſound, whatſoeuer coplexion}Þ** 
it may carry, - _ "7. 

And heere it comes fittly 1n, to weigh, 4"! 
what it is , to bee changmg from one thing to ane. | | 
ther. All thoſe are effects of a heart which is 
but ſlack, and not imployed abour that, whes | Y% 
reunto it was called ; which is, 4 contingall inter- 
| Courſe wuh our Lord ; who lookes vpon it in 
 eucry moment of tyme ; anddelires it tolooke| 
as often towardes him , and to open it (elf to 
him ,. becauſe indeede, it is his owne:andto 
deny itſelf to all that, which is not God, 

O baſe abhominable man , in whoſe hat} 
God deſires to repoſe, and to giueit reſt ; andyet 
the man goes labouring heere, and there; and 
God tells him, the while, that to the end he may 
fndereſt, hemuſtenter into himſelfe,and mult | 
dye there to himſelf ; and that ſo, he ſhall finde 
his true ſafety, & life; and that a certaine Sunne | 
ſhall thenriſe co him, which will diſchargeall | 
thoſe former clouds , and ſorrowes , & he {hall|. 
come to yvnderſtand certaine things, whereof | 
he knowes nothing yer. 

Humility , and.diligence are needfull heere, 
for the keeping of our harts ſhutt vp. And out |; 
Lord dyed for this , that wee might have}. 
ſtrength to dye to our ſcjues for his ſake, & to | 
 keepe or harts recolleed. Chriſt our Lord, 
| be-your light. But take you heede of being! 
EM | EH bor 1 delirous | 
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I'Ifor our lord 5 15 tie. teacher of Infauts 4 & | 
[Ybſcondit [e, & fun ; «prudentibu; hechides borh'| 
| Itinſelfe and his ſeerets; from all fizch; asare bur 


\ 


| lieficous to knowe things coricerfiing-Mencall 


x 4 lyorldly wile. Es | 
[4 Lerter of the Authour to 4 Caudllier 


'} whome hee ſought tocarry onzorhe 
fare of Religion. 


| | pan great fiſhes are hard to be taken, and 
4 a man had neede make many turnes with 
themyp and downe the riuer, tillthey be wea- 
h, that ſoe through the lictle ſtrength they ha- 


| {tcleft; the hooke may quiettly fetch them vp. 


[| 
| | 


| | Andtherefore wee muſt not meruaile, if our, 
brdgiue you ſoe many knockes; contradicting | 


| I'that which you had formerly itz your thought, 
| ind defire; And: the cauſe of all I conceive 
| 


+ J/llare ready to rebell, Wee haue need that our 


without doubt , ro be your owne proper will and 
#dment; which he hard thinges to ſubdue, and 


Ford should tire them out, with a multitude of 
"PPlowes, and should kill them, to the end chat 
« Jiiey may noe longer liue in you; but that we 
My continue in the faith of our lord, and in 


obedience ro his holy will : T would haue you 
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| is hediſcommenhded, whoe vngeritandes ag, 
| You muſtconceiue , that there is nothing 
| your wiſedome is at a non plus , and that ſo 
; cricing qutto God, he may deliuer you out of 
| your neceſlityes. For what [dolatry 1s morepre- 
| from hence, asthat they precipitare'him wn 


| | aman may not follow his ewne opmnion ,andodth|( 


| berrer then 4 piece of clay. Reſolue that to ber W 
| beſt, which. is contrary to your owne wil | 


SKI x3 


'vnderſtand.whatthiscurbe meanes , and the 
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| rdkens of rep5oofe. , whicli, our lord they; 
| you. Foras. bes prayjed , who 4% mieliigeanſoy 


want , and growes acceptable te eur lord thereby; ſofy 


I fay not onely the wordes , but the: corre&iogſy 
alſo of our lord, | ; 


which imporces you ſoe much, as to be vntyed 
from your owne opinion , and.cor.cect zand that 
O mnis ſapientia 4 deuorata ſut , vt ſic clames gd 
Deum , &o de neceſſitatibu2 turs liberet re. That all 


iudiciall, chen chat a man shouldrelye vpon Bi 
-owne opinion?.And what maziage is ſoemor- 
Rrous, as for a manto-be married to hisown|y 
will 2 ſuch fearfull and abominable manſters ritÞ] 


SS — = UM. 2. ©5 ©” tt. G5 B 


breeds them into the very bottomlespit of bal. ' 
If you belciue not me ,*doe bur take order jth 


loue his «wne will ; and then I will.yndertaks I 
that there shalbe noe hell for him. You-niul y 
therefore offer your ſelfe , as a piece of clay|p 
into the handes of that ſoucraigne/Potter 3 ab C; 
. fay thatto him,, which is wricen Fiffor nafterth 
- nos vero (utum. [hog art our framer , and wearew 
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efeficalon , why a thing is much delired, a man} _ 
wel may ſafely apprehend', and doubt , that it is 
ſepF\not good. For that which pleaſeth it , js ill; & 
3h [what confidence can he then repoſe therein. 

_ Haue great care to conſider ; of the way, 
one yherein God guides you; for you shall becalled 
Fan account thereof; And when you hauelear- 

nedthis ſcience, you shalbe wiſe, in the ſight of 
God. You muſt be enamoured of nothing yn- 
tfider heauen (how pretious ſocuer ic may (eee) 
5 dFbut onely with ſeeking the good pleaſure of 
 alJ|God, And if it should ſoe happen *: chat we 
hould obraine noe part of that which we par- 
ticularly ſought : yet that very thing it (elf, is 
alcheriches both of this world, and ofheauen, | 
for God is pleaſed thereby: and the contentmer 
of God; is God himſelf: and he who loues it, lo- 
ws God, and he whoprofelles it profeſles God, 
| Concerning thoſe c6plaintes, which you are 
making againſt your ſelf, I well belciue, chat 
you haue reaſon : ſince you are a man, andnot | 
in heauen. And you doe wellto reproue your 
lfe; for by this meanes the reproofe which our | 
ordmakes of ſinners , may be remoued from | 
you ; which reproofe of his , would be farre 
meater, the we know how toimagine. For who | 
an reach-co vnderſtand eyther theriches of the | 
_— of God, or our faultes, and miſeries I 

leech. our lord give vs light from heauen, |. 
Where with to ſee theſe two Abyſſes, which are | 
bedifferent; that ſoe the ſight of our wicked- i 
heſſe diſmay vs not but that we may be c6forred 
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[P/e.38.] My bart bath failed me , toſce ſoc many deby 
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| by medicating Ypon the goodnes of our lord, 
For otherwiſe the ſtouteſt gallant vpon enh 
might ſay well enough, Cor menm dereliquitng, 


| incurred by himfſelfe, both paſt, and preſent, | | 
| beſides the danger of ſuch as are to come..: ||| | 
| . I know not. what we should doe withthy 
1 miſcrable thins;, which is calked Onr ſelues; ng 
why we will take Our ſelnes for our owne,jot 
| {ſtand charged with docing what we liſt. Le 
[vs giue ittto him, who will haue goodneseo 
tolerate it , and wiſedome to conduct andeutt 
| it, And certainely.our lord would thereby vis 
| dergoe the weight, asa man may ſay,ofa;heat|| 
cad vnſutfferable burden , if his loue werenot 
incomprehenſible, Ic is a great help towarae 
| our denycing of our ſelues; when we conlider 
that we are our owne enemies : and our wy 
being ſoe miſerable , may well ſerue to keepe 
'vs from being ſo couctous, to enioy our {clues 
and ro make vs caſt our (elues away , and tut- 
| ne our {clues out of houſe , wharſocuer ic @l} 
| vs. And yet thetrfipet of the diuine goodnes, 
ſoundes this out in our cares , that Dauid gots 
forth intothe field, as being.perſecutedwithow: 
any fault of his ; and that the poore people, who 
were much in debt , and ſuch as were 1n atv 
{ Suish, and bicrernes of heart , ioyned themſch 
ues to him, Bleſſed be our lord le/w , Amen: 
"who is ſoe rich, and patient in goodnes'/; th4 
| his father thought fir to truſt ſuch poore sheep# 
[xs we are, in his handes, Bur that which 
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lLamentable, is, that weare foe blinde withall, 
char he, begging that we will be his, and bin= 
ling himſelte to be ours vpon that condition, 
yet (woewoe be to ys) weſtillreſolue to (eeke, 


: Que neſtys ſunt , non que leſu Chriſti. Thoſe thinges 


which are our owne , and not theſe things of Chriſt 
eur lord, And we will-needes poſleſle our ſelues 
ſtill , without any reaſon ar. all , but onely 
through blinde affe&tion , and without once 
reſoluing to trye , how ſweet, how iuſt, and 
how profitable a thing it is, to belong enti= 
rely to Chriſt our lord : and to walke in the 
way of his holy will. Chriſt our lord giue 


[you light in all, Amen : and be wholy with 


you, 
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} you, and ſopowerfully conducted you thither, 
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T JAving vadetfioed of the habioge which 
you haue made, haue given many thanks 
| tothe immenſe bounty of ourlord, who hath 


ſo earneſtly taught you, ſoe mercifully found 


| where without any impediment of other em- 
| ploymets, you may preſent him with your.who- 
le hart, for a quiet & peaceable habitation, whe- 
rein hemay conuerſe, and taKe delight, as he vſes 
to doe with his ele. Theſe are nor {leight fa- 
uours ; nor muſt wee paſſethem ouer, without 
particular acknowledgment, and gratitude, For 
this, I hould to be that ſacrifice, which our lord 


| Vn 


and for want thereof, he hath deprivetl ve- 
ry many , of thoſe which formerly he had it 
| parted. 
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expreſſely requires,in recompence of his fauours}. 


| | Soe much more, muſt you hauea care of this] 
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oreatenes of yourperſon, & the many umploy- 
ments which accompanyed you, in the world. 
Andtherefore, as our lord hath not performed 
aleſſea@,'in'!giuing you light, thar ſo-leauing 
all things, you may goein purſuic of him,;then 
ne did, in fauour; of thethree M.zgi, whomehe 
enabled by a ftarr, todoe the ſame: you mult bee 
ure, toadore God, & to ſpread your {cifall prom | 
ſtrate vpon the ground, acknowledging your 
'owne nothing ; before that high Maieſty,and gi«r 
-uing him thankes, from the very:bortome of 1 


him, whoſe you are. by ſo many Titles. Asfor! 
mel eſteemed itnot for one of thr teaſt ,thar'he> 
\barh yourchſafed ro ſeeke the: loſs chrlde and that. 
behathplaced him, inthe ranckeafthetn ; 'who. 
'aremolt honoured in his houſe and all this, 


|, What hart is there in the world , which would 
got melt into tendernes, by the cofideration of. 


| 


2s the fauour was greater :through the great |; 
dangers which threatened you, by reaſon of the | 


your hart;fot the:fauour you haue receiued:and;| | 
offering yous (elf as an cuerlaſting preſent to,| 


uch a fauour as this : to ſee himfelfe preuented.|! 
by.ſuch a hand', ' and ſo as if the queſtion, and: |; 
Goubr had beene, whether God's mercy,or our | 

{Miſery should preuaile : but he hath mightily, & | - 
\bappilly ouercome. And not being contented | 
to ſend vs meſſengers, both within, and from: | 

Without , himfelfe takes ys by the hand, like:| 
2Nother Lott : anddrawes vs out of theplace of 
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danger, vp the hill, where wee may be ſaued. E 
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| Cleanſing them from all earthly, 


—— 


| Doe not you forget this goeing ont of Eg ypz , f, 
| itisa certaine thing , where many wonderfull 
raings of God are ſcene. And this departurg 


—_—_— 


of ours , isnot obtayned:for ys , Þut by the| 
ihedding of the bloud of the lambe , whick 
harh cryed out, before the Father, withwdefs 
re that it may bee applyed. ta our ſoules, 
apprLites, and 
conſecrating them wholly: ; to-the debite:ef 
his. diuine love. Chriſt our. Lord hatly beene 

heard, whileſt he was praying for you as wee 
may. very well/ belciue ; Givivg this ſtone tof 
| his Father ,, thatſo; of velde,,- andihrſe, be may 
make ir pretiozs'; and that it. may bee ſet ang 
[fe in the bead of Chriſt our' Lord: , ai 
| 


| 


enilured ; fot the:good of ſoules.: Great: was| 
ova warre, and hee conquered therein fothe| 
|! gities ſoules ro: his Father', whd- anay rutnne| 
| afcerhim, and adote him; vt. :yinttic manu 
poli illum currant.. IT; TY | 
|: | Prepare your ſelfe ro receiue our Lond, 
ſince you are redeemed by him : you -are: als} 
ready belonging ' to him : you are' the. ſpryles] 


' |; of tis victory, a piece.of .lande your} 


' which is come to him by lott , that he wy} 


'O how happy are you, if you can bur valew 


| ceeded, Beſcech him , that fince he hab 
done you ſoe much fauour , without alt de- 


'fruite .of thoſe ;great afflitions;, which. hee [| 


[1 


| cultiuate, and water it, and make it fruitfulk| 


\ your owne happynes , and conſider from| 
whome, and through whome , it hath pro-| 
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fer of y yours ; ; his goodnes , may neuer per- 
mitt., that your hart thould ſerue any bur hirii; 


[| 


the beauty of God, who hath beene ſo good 
to. you. Py preat burden it is , which herein 
they have” Layd vpon' you, in exchamige's 


baue eaſed'you, For now, you are growue 2 
deepe debtor, 
loue : and of diligent ſeruice , to that Lord: 
who hath eaſed you of thoſe other obliga- 


rewith to 1unne in his wats "Thinke Lo ref 
this , and bee thankful wh this.” And mce 


you are as Poore , towards paying , 28 


Hy into the hail of our Lord.: "Beſde 
chinghim, that he will accept you all forÞijs;, 

and ſoe rake you vpon his owne accompt , to \ 
ſerue himſelfe of you, according: to kis' Re 
guſt ; and Nkrtog hat he wi diſpoſe of {ar * 
4 ſhall pleaſe him beſt, + © B "3 
I beleiue , I haue already ſayd to0 "mich 
wa ſoule to which our ade is already ſpea- 
king. For to fuch foules ;' alf' humane '[.- 
courſe 1 is accounted tedious, and rroubleſonjs' 
and it lvth reaſon to be ſor. Bur the” 10y, 


— I: 


' 


- x IEEE. as , 


nor your eyes behould any other beauty , then | 


thoſe many other burdens , whercof® they | 


. s * 


of a molt profound, internall | 


tions ; and given you the: ſptede , of a ſlas ors 


at 


Which, in our Lord Y have tonceiucd and] 
the commandment whickr you ſenr., char 1] 
ſhould write, have beene the reaſons of this'| 


letter, I beſecch that ſoucraines goodnes, 


Fa 
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1 which hath already vouchſafed: you ſoe much| 
| fauour, that, to his owne eternall glory, hee| 

may fnich the good worke which it hath | 
| | begunne. 4h 
You ſee in what fashion lam talking to you. 
| [ haue layd aſide thoſe Titles of honour \, and] 
rancke , which, according to the ſtile of the 
world, (now for laken by you ). belonged'ta| 
| your quality. And I write, as to one, whois} 
already eſtranged wholly fc om the world; and 
in ſoc playne a manner, as is conuenient-to a| ||; 
domeſtick ſeruant of Chriſt our lord, and as is| || 


EI 
—_ 


i 


fitt for the I»ſluwtewhereof you are, And lince | 
yout ſelfe defiredir ,and1I 20 obeyed youin| 
it;be carefull, chat, now when you haue ab-} | 


A 


horred the Tytles of this world , you may alſo 
abhorre the affeQions thereof ; and that now 
you may paſſe wholly on, into that age , «w/| 
Eſay 9.\ 1#4:pater Chriſta eft,., whoſe father is Chriſ onr | 
| lord, Which conbiſts not ſoe much, in whe-| | 
ither the time, be preſent or future , as itt doth | 
| lin Spt ict , which cometh after flech, For as]. | 
J, Cor, (the Ap Ap oltle faich , non privs quod ſpiritaale,; | | 
| 15. |iſed quod animale, That & not firſt which is ſpi- | 
rituall ; but that which is animal, And there- 
| fore the ſpicituall is called , ſeculum futurum 8 || 
| future 420. 
'.Foe- much the more care muſt you aka || 
this, as it will be more hard he you, to. 
doc it, {ince he who hath moſt to leaue, doth 
it with moſt difficulty. And the man who| 


- 
_ 


I” 
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| 
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# 
A 


+ [- ; | pan neS 
| [hath moſt impediments, is leaſt able to runne 
e| fehtly away, And this 1s the gvod which 
ichey gert , who are the great men of this 


world , Though they come not toknowe it, 
till chey pure rhemſelucs ro runne, after others, 
who are before them. And then the faſter 


ues, Namely, that it is better to be great, then meancy 


and pogre, And ſoe I beleiuc, it hath happened | 


to you, if indeede you haue þegyn to follow, 


| Chriſt our Lord; orar leaſt will finde- it, when 


you ſhall begin, 


The thi ng which muſtcomfortyou herein, 


is this, That, ſihce our Lord youchſafed to 


take you for his ſeruant, when you were moſt 
vntoward, & yncapable thereof, hee will giue 


| you greater ſtrength, wherewith to ferue him, 
| now, then hee would have giuen to another, 


who had not beene ſoe incapable. And ſoe 
mult you repreſent your ſelfe before our Lord, 
who hath called , and accepted you ; beſce- 
ching him , that hawſoener it may putt you 
to more payne, and ſhamg, he will yet beltow 


| that vpon you , wheteby you may ſerue him 


much , fince you owe him much, And con- 
lider your ſelfe , as a perſon who bringes but 
balfe that meanes R wherewith to negotiate 
this bulines , which another bringes. And 
dego pardon, for ill employing euen your 
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he runnes , the more he ſhall feele it. And. 
by his owne experience, he-will be able to vn- 
| |beguild himſclfe,in that which che world belei- 


he. men tt 


{little ftocke , but yet with giving thankes 
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|to our liberall lord , whoſe workes are preat |} 
rowards his 'poore creatures. Thar ſoe lininol | 
| wich feare, andtrembling, to ſceyour ſelfe ſve| 
{ vnaworthy of ſuch a place , there may grow 
| from thence , a due reuerence to all yow|| 
| neighbours; carrying them vpon the toppecf 
your heade, and doeing for them, as any ſlane 
| would doe for hislord, conſidering how met- 
cifully Chriſt or lord , hath donethe ſameto|].| 
you, you may haue good hope , to-proue wellſ| 
myourgreat buſines, if you obtainethat kno: 
ledee' of your ſelfe, whereof I hauc ſpoken, And | 
then shalt you ſpend your life happily , when 
you hould euery daye thereof , to be the laſt} | 
| Chrift-our Lord bee with you. Amen, 
wp ws; 
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T HE peaccofour LordIeſus Chrilt be euer 


| 4 with you Amen, Since I parted from your 


wl|. preſence , I haue cuer hadyouall preſent with 


|me, in my memory , for the loue I beare you, 
rmits me not to doe otherwiſe, Giue your ſe 
ues ſtill ro God, lance you once gaue your ſelues 


are in great multitude, and full of rage. Bee not 
therefore negligent , for if you be, you are in3 


[enough to doe, to defend themſclues ; what doe 
you thin ke will become of wrechleſfe perſons; 
but that they should entirely bee ouercome?- '! 
Remen,ber that thepleaſure which ſinne pre- 
(ents is ſmall, filthy, and sborte; and the ſorrow 
which it leaues behinde is very great, andthe 
miſery which growes to ysthereby,is incompa- 
rably greater, What ſorrow ( how great ſoeher 
it be , can equal that which'wee ought to con- 
cetue, vpon our loſſe of Almighty God? O miſe- 
ſy, which Should make vs tremble, cuen in 


tohim, and I wasa witnes thereof, nor will I | 
| [by any meanes, that you repent the hauing offe: | 
| [red yourſclues to him, fince hee offered himfelfe | 
todeath for you, You $hall be ſure to haue bat- | 
|tailles, and thoſe Sharpenough: for our enemies | 


ſtancly yndone, If they who watch beſt; haue | 
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hearing ir named! For if wedelight in finne, we 
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A Letter of the Authour , to ſome Di-- | 
|  ſciples whuh he had in the | 
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{ ſhall haue noe part in God, Let vs therefor 
conſider, how we live, for we hall thottly be 
led before the Throne of God to giue account 
of our ſelues. Let vot the vncleanes of thefleſh, 
nor the yanitie of the world, nor the ſubtility 
of the deuil , decciue vs. But let vs behould 
Chriſt our Lord, vpon the Croſſe; and we ſhall 
ſee him tormented inhis body ,& dithoncured 
by the world, & that ſoc he ſubdued the deuill, 
Who cuer looked towards Chriſt our Lord, 
and was deceiued 2 Infallibly there way never 
any. Let vs therefore neuer draw our eyes of 
from him , vnlefſe we meane to turne blinde, 
Let it neuer ſeemeto him , that wee valew his 
loue ſoe little; as thar, although he died for vs, 
wecannot find in our harts, foe much as to bee 
looking towards him.For he died for this, that 
wee by looking vp to him, might {triue to dye! 
to our linnes, Let therefore our ould man dicin 
{ vs, ſince our new man, who is Chriſt our $a- 
| uiour , dicd for ys ypon the Croſſe, Let vs ap- 
roach towards his wounds; for by his, wee 
ſhall be cured of ours.” And if wee thinke it a | |f 
heauy thing, to part from our tinnes ; it was 
much more hard, and heauy for his ſoule to 
part from his body, when hedied, to the end 
that wee might euer liue. þ 
Let vs therefore goe on apace,& take hart to p 
follow ſuch a captaine as this zwho leades vs = 
the way not onely in dive), but in ſuffiring Let 
vs crucifye our fleſh with him, that now wee] 
| may noelonoer liue according to thedelires0F 


mms — _ | 
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multarly ' acquainted w Ich Almighty God, 


”—— 


the flesh ; but of the ſpirit. If the world ſhall per= 
kcute vs, let vs goe hide our ſelues in his holy 
woundes ; and there wee ſhall inde thoſe iniju- 
ries,asdelighefull ro our harts, as any muſicke 
:«ſweete to the care. Andſoe rude ſtones w ill/ 
be to vs,25 pretious Iewels; and priſons, willbe 
pallaces; and death ir ſelfe , will beconuerted 
into life. O Teſus Chriſt, and how ſtrong is that 
loue of thine? and how truly doth it c6uert all 
things to our goods S, Paule ſaith ; Infallibly 
that man ſhal never die of hunger, who isfed 
by this loue of thine. He ſhall feele noe naked- 
nes, he ſhall never finde want of any thing, 
wi.ich this world can giue, For , poſſeſſing 
God by loue, noe good thing can be wanting 
to him, 

Let vs therefore, O my beloued brethren, 


—_— 


this viſion , -of the bush , which burnes and yet is 
God, ſuffer iniuries, and yet fecle them not; 
bow in the middeſt of hunger, they are full 
ted; how they arecaſt of by cheworld and yert 


auired by the fire of fleſhly appetites , ang yet 
they ſeeme poore , and they are rich, They | 


They arenot Knowneto men, but they are fa- 
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be taken with a great delire of gocing to ſee | 


ot conſumed, That is , how they who loue | 


afflit not themſclues therear, how they are aſ- 


they are not ſcortched by it. They arexroaden | 
vader foote , and yet they ſtand faſt ypright; | 


ſceme deformed , but they are full of beauty. | 
They ſeeme ſtraungers , bur they are citizens, | 


All 


———— 


Exod 2 | 
| 
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this, and more,is brougarto palle, by the noble | ||b 
Loue of our lord Ieſus Chriſt inthe hart where | Ic 
it -is lodged, But noe man can arrive ynto | || 
| this, vnleſle he pur of his shoes , thar is to ſay; i 
| | his vamortfeed afﬀfettiers , which ſpring vp out| [9 
of /elfeime. Forthis is the root of deati; as the | I 
loueof God, is the cauſe of life. A life, which | 
is ſpirituall & holy,admitts ro weare »:e «wes, | [0 
that is to ſay noe delires of ſeifeloue. He who | I? 
loues Chriſtqur Lord, mult abhorre himſclfe; | bil 
$ | He who willnot becrucll to Chriſt our Lord, | all 
lett him nor be c6paſſionate to. himſeiſe. They | I" 
| who dandle themſelues , ſhew vnkindnes to| I" 
| Chriſt our Lord, and they who take ſoe much | I 
' care of themſclues cannot make God their| I" 
_ |] butinefſe, w 
i Let ys therefore giue ; our All that which li 
[ we are ( which God knowes is but « luile All) | I" 
for that other gre«r All , which is AY 4% 
God, Let vs giue over the following of our il 
| owne proper will , and let vs betake our ſelues | lg 
| with diligence, to follow the will of God, Let. it 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 'vseſteeme all things as meer dung, that ſoe wee | I 
| {| may poſſeſſe that pretiouspearle which is Chrilt | ll 
| our Lord. And tothe end that we may ſee him, | df 
| in his beauty and glory ; let vs heere be content 
to embrace diſhonour, & labour. | hi 
| Infallibly , he ſhall neuer finde himſelfe de- L 


 ceined , who makes ſuch an exchaunge as this; 
' But when God ſhall come with his Saints, and |. I: 
ſhall come to re:vard every One according ,0 la 
his workes , then will that appeare to: have | PI 
Eo: +1 nr ET $i | cen]. Þ 
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1 I'sho now $hall haue ſpent their mortall lives in 


| Jthemfromall eternity ;3 and whenin ſociety of 


Jflon of this, all beauty is deformity: & the very | 
- I'yitdarknes, & the very ropp of other delights, | 
J2ynot reckon vp euery particular thing by it 


fthe whole world pur together arenatto be 


J"ioges, and when $hall that day arriue, wherein 
| I'* may bee (oe happy as to ſee thee? whenis 


1 
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weene Foolery which now is held in {oe great ac- 
count} and then it will be their turneto lament, 


flight, And he only will be avowed by Chriſt 
our Lord, who sball haue liued;according to his | 
holy will, O how great, shall che ioy of good 
men bee, at that day, when receiuing high ho- 
nour at the hands of God, they $hall be ſeated 
pon thoſe thrones which were prepared for 


althe quires of Angels they shall fing prayſesto. 
their Lord , and their God : O how great will | 
their ioy be, who »hall behould the king in his beauty. 
lathe contemplation whereof, they will be'ſoc 
lappy,that noc one of them $shall bee withont | 
amenregorging, through his being ſoe full of 


llatpretious liquour, and that ſoueraigne Balſa | | 


mm;which created all good rthinges. In compa- 
iohrnes of the ſunne it ſelfe is dire&t downe- 
nthe yery bitrernes of gall, And, in fine, (that T| 
le)in compariſon of this beauty, all the things 


emed for any thing atall, neither are they any | 
gin very deede. O eternall God, thou who | 


. 


aa thinges, and yer who art none of theſe | 
| 


Mis earthen pott to becracked, which shuts vs 


| 


PW; from enioying ſoe great a good, When | 


— M_— 
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from flying vppto thee,who art the true repoſe, 
of such, as areto repole indeede 2 Let vs not, 
my Brethren, looke any other way but onely yp. 
| pon Almighty God. Let vs call ypon him, jn 
our harts, and let vs Keepe himcloſe imbraced 
by vs : ti:at ſoe hee may neuer part from vs, For 
woe beto vs, wretched thinges; what $hall wee 
be able todoc, without him, bur onely toturne 
| againe into our nthing, Let vs, new at laſt, caſt 
this world behinde vs, which yet, wee carty 
before our eyes; and ler vs.at laſt beginnto trye, 
| kow ſweete our Lord is. Let vs1unn after him, 
| who came runging downe towards vs; from! 
| heauen it ſelfe , that he might carry vs thither; 
| Let vsgoeto him , who cals vs; and whodoth 
[it with ſoe much loue, from the topp of that 


were broyled with the hre of loue, rotheend 


[rtharic might. be more ſauoury to our taſte,.0 


that we might feedethereon 2. O that we might 

| euen conſume thereby 2 O that we wereall tri(- 

form2d? O that wee could growe, to be one, 
and the felf-ſame ſprrirt with; God, 

Who is he that detaines vs 2 whois hethat 

hinders vs? whois hee that deceaues vs foe 45; 


neareto God? If it bee our goods, let ys caſt them, 
away, ifthey be in our power, if they bee not, 
let vs kcepe them, though onely as foe much 
dunge, which may bee layd vp with diligence, 


for good vſes : bur yer ſtill without any loue 


l 
| 
| 
| 
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T sballchceſechaines be broken, which hinder yg 


Croſje; with his flesh all torne , andcuenasit|, 


that wee cannot perſivade our [clues ro draw| 
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{| thee? For whoſoener bee bee , that ſayth he knowe- 


Je, for God Trine and One, the infinit king, 


4s if wee had them not, TF it be our ch!ldren . 


kindle a fire , whereby all that may be burnt 


"I I 
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at all to tne ting it ſelfc, If ic be our ies , S. | 


Paule lets vs know , that wee muſt haue wifes, 


ſet ys loue them , but for the loue of God. 
And let vs euen out of water bee able to 


vp , Which ſhall pretend todeuide vs from 


wee ſhall growe to be thoſe holy creatures 
which, were offered vpp to God with hre, 

O eternall God, whoe coſumeſt our couldnes; 
and how ſweetly, doeſt thou burne , and how 
dearely docft thou inflame , and how delight- 
fully doeſt thou conſume vs 2 O that wee all 
migkt altogether burne with thee? Then woul« 
all our powers Cry ont, and ſay; O Lord wi is like to 


thee, and yer loues theenot , is alyar. Lett vs there- 
foreloue thee, and let vs alſoe Knowe thee, 
lnce loue growes from that Knowledge. And 
afterward make vs able to poſleſſe thee; lin- 
& they who poſlelle thee, are ſoe rich, and 
polleſling thee, let vs be polleſſed by thee,and 
be let ys employ our ſelues, in prayſing thee; 
bnce all the powers of the heauens confeſſt and prayſe 


wie, powerfull , good, and beautitul], the 
pardoner of them who are conuerted towards 


e, & the yphoulder of them who approach 


Almighty God. Let the teares of greite waſh | 
1s; and the fire of loue conſume vs , and ſoe 


— 


otaee; & theglorifier of them who ſerue thee; 
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Xthat God,of whoſe perfe&tis thereis noe end 
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| nt fufſicient , but there muſt bee deeds. Hee al, 
| shewes the burts , which multiplicity of buſine 


| Chriſt our Lord, it is not enough to hauecet- 


[muſt eater into the way of God, but after wee are}. 


For thou ſurpaſſeſt all rongues, and all ynder. 
ſtandings; and thou art onely Knownein per. 
fection, by thy ſelfe. To rhe bee glory,through 
the eternities of all etcrnities. Amen, + 


A. Letter of the Authonr , to a Canallier , who wen 
20 fiudy at Salamanca , where they made hin 
Recor of the Vniuerlity. Hee shewes , that in 
the buſines of ſeruins our Lord, faynt deſires ant 


Up , to ſuch as are but beginning to ſerut 
\ 0 R 


T Pray God , that both your goeing to that 

Vnwerſitie . your aboad there , and your re- 
tourne from thence, may be happy to you: you 
knowe already, that in this affaire of ſeruing 


taine faint deſires, but they muſt be accomp#- 
nied with ſolide workes; and ſometimes. with 
ſeat, cuen as it were of bloud. And I munch} 
feare , leaſt the ditticulty of the way, ſhould 
fiight you, and leaſt you might grow to looſe 
the ſwecte of the kirnell, becauſe the skinne, 
and {hell, is bitter. The gate 15 ftrante , whereby wet 


entered, wee finde that to be truc by experien-| 
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ſus tw1, L will leade thee, by tne wayes of equity ; 21110 
which when thou Shalt bee entred, [ty paces chal nol 
beeftraitned. And then a man findes, that the 
yokeof Chriſt is not heauy to him , ſince he 
reaches not his had to them, who haue ſuffered 
temptations for his ſake : and he comforts 
them who are in tcares, and cures them who 


(though noe other comfort did ſuccecde it ) 
which is endured by vs, becauſe wee hould the 
ſtandart of Chriſt our Lord vpright, reſoluing 
rather toendure the ſharpe blowes of tempta- 
tion , then to cnioy an ill peace, and to haue 
warre with God. 

You muſt humble your ſelfe much before 
our Lord, and lament your owne miſcry,in the 
light of his mercy. For there is not meanes, 


| whereby any good way come to vs, but onely 


| 1 qQuaintance with thole Fathers, For that good 


by the fauour of heauen. And there is noe way 
to obtaynethis fauour, but onely the profoun- | 
de knowledge of our miſery ; crying out from 
the yery bottome of our harts to that lord, who. 
{dwells on high ; and driues not ſuch perſons 
from him as are ouerwrought with the bur-' 
den of their miſcries; and who eucn fwelt, in 
| thelake , ( asthe Prophet ſeremy, ſaith) with a 
weighty ſtone vpon their backs. 

I like well, that you reſolue to make ac- 
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Opinion which they of your Citty doe now 
concelue of them, that haue I conceiued long 
En... FA __ —_ 


_— 


'M Y V 3 


— 


ta. 


3TO 


SPIRITVALL Fp. 40, | 


— 


| 


vnprofitable to you, And I beſcech our Lord, 
that he will be pleaſed to lett mee paſle a lirtle| 


—_— 


| things in orcer which concerne themſelues; 


| haue tracedout this courſe, ſoe to hinder your 


taking, For many imployments ( though cuen 


agoe. Onely you are to looke, that the good} 


cxample witich you fee inothers, may not be 


that away, though it be but to giue content. 
ment to you. 

The excuſe which you make, for hauing 
accepted the Reffcrship of tbe Vninaſite, is juſt, 
lince you were aduiſed to it by perſons foe 
well qualityed, and ſoc many as ” Wo they did 
euen oblige you to it, But I beſeech you Sir, 


be not negligent, now that you are putt to ſea;| 


fince it was not without cauſe, that you feared, 
cuen foe much as to imbarke yourſelf, For my 
parte, I amfall of thought, leaſt our aduerſary 


proceeding,inthe way toGod, which you were 

, | o | 
avout good thinos ) ſhould not be cominitted, 
to young beginners ; becauſe they vie, to trou-| 
bleſicch perſons , ashauenort yer ſertt allthoſc 


And ſoc our Aduerſary hath done much hurt 
to many, by this meanes : and brought them to 
the paſſe of fome poore little ſwallow, which 
gocs forth to fly before ſhe is well in ſtrength; 
and then bauing not power, to proſecute het 
flight yp aloft, nor yet to retournc to her neſt 
from which she went, shee falls downe into 
the hands of boyes ; and they play with her a 
while, and then kill her. 


'- This bulines is ſoe much the more ſuþtile, & 
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perplexed,as it comes cloaked with good zeale. 
And new beginners, mult be watchfull inthis 
caſe, little leſle then they would be, henthere 
were queſtion of theire comitting a ſ1nne,* For. 
ifthere be any true zcale in them, it is fitr that | 
frſt they be zealous of their owne good. And 
zeale of others, which wants zcalc of a man's | 
elf, hath beene the fearfull ruinc of many ſou-. 
les, I'defire that you will conceiue a very great 
feare,& care, in thoſe things, which may ſeeme*| 
wed, to you, For in ſuch caſes as thoie, doth | 
that dewill, who is called Merid:an,deceiuethem 
athizb noone , whome he was not able todecei- | P/u. | 
ue, inexpreſſedarknes, And doe not precipitate | 99 
your ſelf, ypon the making of great reforma- 
tions; nor conceiue, that you arethere, tor that 
| purpoſe , but rather feare, leaſt it be for the pu- | 
| nishment of your owne finnes. And it your 
tart offer to giue you, that you shalldoe great 
matters inthis Office ; beleiuc it not; but rather 
lay it proſtrate before our Lord, with feare; be- | 
ſeeching him to kcepe it itil], & that he permitt | 
you aot to looſe the little, which he hath giuen 
you, of the knowledge of himſelf. And it yer 
ndeede , you muſt cxccute any thing , let ir 
not be till firſt , you haue recommended it 
arneſtly to our lord; and let it not be of that 
nature , ( through the difticulty thereof ) as 
that you muſt probably thinke, itis like to coſt 
your minde much vnquictnes; and in theend, 
thar the profict will be vncertaine, Some other 
man may doe thoſe things, or els your ſelf, at 
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ſome other time. But now,looke you into your 
owne ſoule, conlider your wayes well, and di. 
rec your fete rightly in them. And becauſ; 
ou haue little oyle im your lampe , anſweare them 
thus who ſhall deſire oyle of you , Ne forte non 
ſufficiat nobis, & vobis, I can ſpare you none , for 
perbaps there is not enough , for vs both. And with 
this religious feare, cuen in thoſe things which 
are good ; and with calling vpon our Lord 


from your hart , and with plying re {tudy 
1 


hard, you may perhaps goe through this dan- 
gerous paſlages, without Lane. I beſcech 
Chriſt, by the meritt of his bloud , to graunt 
you chis favour. Amen, 
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A Letter of the Authour to 4 lady, wherein hetells 
ber that of all thoſe thim2s which 4 body muzhjt 
chooſe for the ſernice of God , the ſrſſermg for brs 
loye is the moſt h1gh and ſafe. 


Adam, In this ſo greate haſt which our 
LVL life is making ro leaue vs, 1t 1s but rea{on 
that we make election of that , which may be 
beſt for our addrelle in the ſeruice of Chritlt our 
lord; and to put it in praftiſe , with diligence, | 
leaſt otherwiſe , we may haue cauſe to repent 
our ſeſues, for not hauing beene faithfull ſer- 
uants to that lord, whoe hath beene (o faithfull 
tvs, and at whole hands wee expect that hee | 
will be ſoe {till, There are mavy things in this 
life, wherevpon we may caſt our eyes ; lince 
God hath gigen vs libertie : that ſoe we may 
lay hould either vpon this, or that. But amongſt 
loe many,, what shall wee chooſe? Shall ir pa- 
raduenture be pleaſures , which paſle away like 
(moake, and which leaues ten tymes as much 
aMliction behinde them as they brought delight? | 
Or Shall it perhapps be the dung of riches, whica 
'$ wont to blinde the eyes of the owners, and. 
Which makes the entrance into heauens oate, 
loe hard > Madam , there iis noe looking to- 
wards any thinge of this life with hope thatir 


will make one happy. For though aman poſlel- | 


ledthem all , they would {crue him bur for an 
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| affliction of ſpirit, and for an impediment tg 


| euery one according to his inclination, Some 


his proceeding ;andin five, :t #5 vanitie of vani- 
ties : and all vanitie, ; | 
Havpy therefore is hee, who remoues his 
eyes, fromthat which makes ſuch haſte topaſ. 
ſc away and who places them vpon that, which 
acuer ends , and where delight is pure,, and 


is God, And where the treaſures are certaine, 
fince they all conſiſt in enioying him , who 
alone, ſuffices ro enrich his polle(ſors with in- 
eſtimable beatitude. 

But now to the ſeruice , of this God, 
there are many ſeuerall wayes and ſome car- 
ry an affection to one, and ſometo another, 


like the actiue life , and others the contempla- 
te. Some excell-in abſtinence , others ſett vp 
their reſt ypon Chaſtitie. And ſoc wee fee, 
chat'divers Saints have flourished, with feuc- 
rall vertues, and guitts of God. But Madam, 
amongſt all the things of this world, wherein 
our lord may bee pleaſed by vs, let vs make 
choiſe of ſuffering for his loue: for this is both 
moſt high , and moſt ſafe. And this did the 


Maiſter of truth, whoe is Chrilt our lord, teach 


ath inuited ys, This is a pointe of ſecuritie, 
and not athinge made of duſt, or ſtrawe. For 
it is not of conformitie with our ſenſuaili- 


vs, when coming into the world , he princi-| 


pay exerciſed himſelfeinthis, and to this, he| 


true, becauſeit is taken in ruth it ſelfe, which] 


| 
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{ficient to make vs encounter , and embra- 
e that , which of it ſeife is ynpleaſant , and | 


— RR 


wt 
Cour well in our mouthes ; and he alone is 


{ 


lines men from It, 


= . p< | 
Whar did it (ignifie that M»y/es ſeeing a [Exod.4 


erpent before him, grew into teare. and be- 
vanne to flye : but'thaxg men , who conlide-. 
ing what they ſuffer actualiy , or els fore- 
reing whar they are to fuffer , are frighted, 
and would not onely ſuffer ir but not ſoc 
much as {ce gg. Bur God commaunded, rhat he 
chould returne ro that , from which he had 
fed, and not onely returne, towards it, bur 
o take it vp into his band, And he, odeying 
the yoice of God, f:unde in thoſe hands, 


— 


noe more noiy a decent , to bite him , but a 


laffe to lupport him, Thus doth it dayly Mare 


pen to men , who 1a their aftlictions obeying | 


_— 


we will of our lord who ſends them, and ta- 
king them into their hands , that is to ſay, 
aking hould of the occaſions w hich are offe- 
red, and accepting them with obcdience, that 
hey finde noe ſuch diſcomfort , or aiſquier, 
v1 wont to weary the ſonle with complay- 
ang , bute comfort , and ſupport , and 
lrengeh : Conhding , that ſince God (endes 
tem titulations - he will place himſclfe 
ieere about them , according to his promiſe: 
and that hc lodges his loue in them , lince he 
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7 but of contrarietic therevnto. And onely ; 
p ( . . . | 

the loue of 1e/#s , is able to make afflicion |. 
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| Heb. 5- Apoſtle S. Paule reprehends ſaying, It wasres- 


treates them like his beloued children, andy 
he hath treaced as many freindes as cuer he hak 190 
| had, inthis world, OM 
Tus doth tribulation breede patience and patien. 
_ | ce, 1sthe proofe of that love, and farth , which 
| we haue in Chriſt our lord, And this paveny 
Workes hope » becauſe: God hath promiſed tg 
make them participate of his glory , whoe are 
participant of his Croſſe. And thus doth tribulz 
tionturneinto a ſtaye, and ſfiaffe to our weake. 
nes , becauſe it makes vs conhide in our lord 
more and more ; and it takes from ys that kinde 
of vaquietnes and complayning ; which, aff; 
Ction , was formerly wont to giue vs, likes 
kinde of ſeruanr. Be you therefore well aduiſed,| 
by making choice, of that whichis pleaſingto} 
' God, and be nor one of them ; whome the| 


» ſon that you should haue growne greate ſpiri 

_ > tuall Maiſters after ſoc long a tyme, wherein 
> you had (erued God; and yet you ſtil] continue} 

> but very babes|, whoe haue neede of new in| 
s (truction , in the principles of thoſe things 
>| which concerne God, and you are rather fit 
,'toſucke milke , then to cate the breade with 
the cruſt , which is the foode of ſuch as ate 
growne itronge. od 
Madam, you muſt conſider, that that ſchol- 
ler doth not pleaſe his Maiſter , who-hauing 
beene taught a thing at many ſeuerall tymes, 5, 


[till asgrofſe, andrude, as at the firſt, And that 


phiſttian growes weary , who findes that he 
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8 xeceipr of phiſick , which be hath mint- 


. flyeshould ſtill continue in raking the milke of | 


|bedone, without paſſipg the pikes : and chat 
Tithe fire of our loue mu 


» M\which it imports vs ſoe much to hane , as lone; 


Iutfound wickednes in him; and that ic made him 


eff/4adin hand, A great honour it is toſtandcon- 
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ues noe helpe, through the patients fault , by 
tedoften. And ſoc our lord isnot pleaſed, that 


comforts , and delights ;, bur chat we should 
uno nimbly towards him, alchough it could not 


conſume whatſocuer 
hall ſtand before vs : ſince there is nothing | 


And this love cannot receiue ſoe good a proofe, 

$by tribulation and paine, p 
Now whoſocuer loues Chriſt our lord, 

ould not defire ro be without ſometryall ,.or 


,rofe, whether indeede he loue him, yea, or | 


ſave, And though that proofe may paine. one | 


much, yet it giues him cofort., to percetue, That | 
bud bath examined him with, fyre , and that he hath. 


tot turne backe, from the enterpriſe which he | 


lant, in that which much troubles vs; and we | 
atinor yeild a ſerutceto God which pleaſes him 
detter, then when with a very willing hart, 


ne be afflicted for his ſake : and when wee. 
ke ſo deepely of it, for vs, Vpon this you muſt | 
Pace your eyes , ſince God is pleaſedrto choole | 
lis meanes, w hereby to bring you vptowards | 
im, Doe not eurne coward , in fighting the| 
attailes of the generous loue of the celeſtiall 


"I 


inke that challice in his company, who drun- | 


Pſa, 
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ge; nor honld you any tyme to be well im- 
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| dedion of you , forthis purpole, 


FE: oy TIE (3d 
A Leiter of the Authour , to a Canallier his freind, 


'giue himſelfe, as at eternall reward}, to them 


. bisfake: and your [adz$Hip shall'be one of them, 


—— 


ploy ed, but that, wherein you ſuffer ſomerhing, 


for your beloued , which alone , ought to give] 
| you comfort, and ground , tothinke thatyon|||. 


loue our lord, For, as for other things, thouph 


you should be taken vptothethird heaven, you| 


knowe not, whether you loue your ſelte the- 
rein, or him. For perhaps it is but the delight, 
in hauing that fulfilled wl:ich you detire : and 
nor purely , becauſe that is done, which ispiea 
ſing to God, PT OT "of 

And lince you are already dedicated to the 
loue of God , and are redeemed by him, feethat 
yon ſtill be docing your duty exa&ly: well, that 
ſce-likea good huſwife', you may appeare at the! 
day of judgment all rich with loue'; andeueh 
cut 17'preces in this. warre , after the 1imitanionof* 
Cihrilt our lord}-whio dyed in this'battaileby 
the hands of lone, Inutting as many as loue him, 
ro ſuffer of that which he ſuffered , andrto anl- 
were with loue to hisloue; and being ready to 


who paſſe through theſe amorous affiions for 


by the oreate mercie of him, who hath made 
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The Authour shewes , that the carrying of the 
| Crolle, 1 the company of Chriſt our Lord, 15 exer- 
 ciſedbeſt in ſicknes, when ut is borne withpatience. 

Healſo defends the Fathers of the Society of leſs, 


aduiſing bim alſo to efteeme them, the rather , be- | 


cauſe he had beene inſirufted by them, 


Oudoe well, in being contented to ſerue, 
Y inthat houſe of our oreat Lord, in the Uf- 
fce of being /icke. For to paſle from dverng , to 
ſuffering, is 2 {1gne,that Chriſt our lord aduaun- 
ces hisſeru ants,& raiſes them from belowe the 
tairds,ro attend aboue, Certainly, there is no- 
thjng in this exile of ours , which is ſoe fitt for 


vs,asto carry the Croſſe, in company of ourlord, 


who did ſoe loue it, & who, for louc, dyed vpon 
t. Now this is better exerciſed , in ſicknes, 
which is ſoc ynſauoury toflesh aad bloud, and 
which canot cauſe vain glory inthe patiet;then 
l0health, how well ſoeuer it be employed. 
Great werethe workes , which Chriſt our 
Lord performed in this mortalllife; but in his 
ſ«fferring, he exceeded them all, & all the world; 
That ſoc wee might vnderſtid, what theApoſt- 
le $, lames ſaith , Brethren, eſſeeme it as « reaſon of 
[*preme joy, to ſee your ſelues in many afflitions, And 
the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, that the worke of patienee,ts 
Prefect, Soe that, you muſt be-gratefull to our 
lord, for hauing ſent you lickneſle; and if you 
ewe this Croſje, & burden well, he may perhaps 


auice you to the carrying of others, which are | 
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| more interiour, and irkeſome , and which he 
| | prouides for {uch alone, as are his neareſt 
treinds; that ſo they may comforme themſel. | 
ues to him, whoſe Crofje was extremely great; [| 
| cucn inthat which was to be {eene; but incom. | 
parably more extreame, in that part thereof, |} - 
| which was inuifible, And though it may ſceme | 


ol 
to you, that God hath taken away your other 7 
Ofjces or imploy,ments , becauſe you gaue him| F. 


not a good account thereof; yet forbeare nor q 
to be thankefull to him, who hath ordered the] 
matter,as now weeſee. For to be corrected by | 
the hand of ſuch afather, and with foe great] }, 
lone, puts vs ratherinto necde of humility, for] 
the modcrating, of our ivy and comfort, then|/ 
of patience, wherewith to cndure the punilb-| 
ment. | 

But yet neuertheles , I am in ſome feart, | 
that perhaps, you may not profit by 'this fea- [. 
uer of yours, For {ome beginners, are wonte|] 
to giue liberty totheſoule, inthe infirmitieso | 
there body , though yer, they be not ſuch,as 
threaten daunger or death. It is a thing very! 
- | contrary to reaſon, for a man to-turne Phiſickt,' 
into poyſen , and to take occaſion of gtowing || 
worſe, by that which was ſent a'man by our |, 
Lord, to make him better, Call therefore vpon |; 
| him, with your hart, and beſeech him, that f10- | 
Gen.33. ce he ſtrikes you, in the ſirenzth of yonr od), It | 
may be,to make you goe morelightly towards 
| | him, with your ſoule, And foraſmuch as this 
 fic/- enes. is {cnt you, that your body , by the |. 
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Trotſuffer it ro be the occalion of your incurring 
rew debrs, ſince it was meant that it $hopld 
| liſcharge the ould. | | 


| jour If : and giue noe credit to flesh and blood 


nd fince you cannot now continue, your Cu- 
Flome of medrtation , or ſpirituall readmg, as you 


Iſrength to fuch as haue a mynde to take paines. 
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qnechereof may pay for that ſanne whicihath 
«a committed by the ſame body ; you muſt 


You mult live , with great reflection vpon_ 


oallthat which it shall defire of you but offer 
ttorhe Croſſe of our lord , in the company of 
lisowne boly fpirit.' And he, who was content. 
plet his Croſſe be ſided , by the Croſſes of two 
nardeting theeues, will not drige you from him. 


© 


Yrould , yer faile not to be doeing ſomewhat, | 


te beſt you can, ſo that it be without euident:| 
Waduantage to your health, For our lord is ſoe 
wwerfull , and ſoe good , as that he giues 


lad ſometimes , he beſtowes more fauour 
yon lick men in theyre beds, who cannot pray; | 
len ypon others , who ſpend many houres in 
hat holy exerciſe. And perhaps, he will vouch- 


wore , then his very will. And ! beſeech you, 
btheloue of our lord , Vt non Circumferarss omn 
Wnto dotrine, that you be wot whirled about , with 
try wynde of dotrine, and that you eſteeme of 
loſe perſons, by whoſe meanes, our lord hath | 
Mewed mercy on you, Imitatiog the man 5 who 


ble this mercy to you, lince it coſts him noe | 
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12S borne blinde in the ghoſpell. From whome Tohn, g 
Pperſuafion of any man, could tale the gaod 
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{ opinion, which he entertained of that perſan| 
who had cured him of his continuall blindnes 
| He tooke that benefict, for a great token of the 
goodnes of his Maiſter, when he ſayd, peccauri| 
eſt neſcio, vnu ſcio, quod cum cacus eſſem, modo vide, | 
whether or noe, he be a ſinner, -1 cannot tell: but a 7 
thing 1 knowe , that I who was blimnde, doenow(.ll 
| And though he ſaid a5 we bane beard , yer he be. lſ| 
| leiued well, that his Maiſter , was a uſt perſon, 
| as may appeare by the holy kinde of earneſtna 
| which he yſed rowards the Iewes , and befide}|v 
by our' lords making himſelf knowen to him 
| inthetemple :in reward of chat faith which hefſ|t! 
defended, ' My felfe have heard ſome- thingy 
| which are ſaid by ſuchas oppoſe, and emulat 
| thoſe Fathers, but I find nor yer , that any one 
of them is grounded vpon reaſon, neither doel 
 belcjue, rhat there 1s any * bur yer I like well Jt 
that yet when you defend them, it bee rathaſ|": 
| with meekenes , and few words, then othet- 
| wiſe. For our lord hath theſe thinges in gre 
recommandation ; and his pleaſure is, that thy 
Should be carried ſweetely and with patience, 
| I beſeech our Bleſſed lord, to remaynew ith you 
 fince he dyed for you, ; 
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| mhewing himſelfe to you , for the encreaſe the- ; 
reof, And by a thouſand other meanes which he | 
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of the ſecurity , which is greater when God is 
ſerned in the way of affliGion, then when, 
in the way of Conſolation. 


Haue receiued ſome of your letters, & I haue 
ed my thankes to our Lord, both for ha- 
ting giuen you health , and his bleſſed help | 
withall, ro be in fauour with him, continuing 
that good , which alrcadie he had begua in | 
you ; and ſoe you muſt confide , that he will 
doe euen to the end, for bis warkes are perfet? | 
This which he will doe for you, is a fauour of 
his, and noe meritt of yours, Nor will he leaue 
the care , and gouerment of you in your owne 
hands; But he, for his glory , willtake the bu- 
lines of your faluation to himſelfe, Now this he 
doth as a moſt 'wiſe Phyſitian , ſometymes by 
making much of you , ſomerymes by shewing | 
liznes of diſguſt ; giuing you ſometymes , the! 


| 


from you for the tryall of your faith, and then 


knowes how to vic , hee will giue you your 
loule ſaved, withour , in a manner your per- 
lung how you come by it, till you haue ir. 


A Letter of the Author to a diſciple of bis, He treates | 


lght of comfort , and at other tymes the wor- | 
|ne-wood of ſorrow ; Now hyding himl(elfe 


. Benot diſordered in your indgment . evther 
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| with great confidence of his mercy , and with 


by way of valewing your felfe the more, when 
you thinke your bulines goes well, oryet, on 
| the orher fide, muſt you giue ſentence of con. 
demnation againſt your ſelte, conceiuing tha 


haue reaſon, to be diſguſted with your (elf, The] 
hart of man is wicked , and cannot be ſearched,| 
and fifred, but by the wiſedome of God hin 
 ſelfe :.and to him, and to his indgment, you 
muſt remitt the ſentence concerning thecalein 
whichyou ſtand. And you mult walke ongboth 


a religious feare , of his high matelty, Depat| 
| neytaer to the right hand nor to the left, Doe 
| not belecue that there 1s any Sanctity at all, 
| wherethereis any want of rhis chaſt, and hol 
feare, which makes a man grow hiuble, For the 
| reby he knowes, thatthe good, which he hath 
depends vpon another and it makes himhang 
| as it were, vponthe cares of God, beſecching 
him with continuall prayer , that though he 
| may, without injuſtice depriue him of rhe good 
he gaue him , yer that through his goodnes, 
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vue had all reaſon, becauſe youare nothing, 
ye meere weaknes. Bat , in ſaying that you 
multnot hope for ſafety at his hands whois the 
[common ſaluation of all the world : rell him he 
yes, and therein youshall bur ſay a truth, 
Chriſt our Lord loues you move then you 
[can thinke : onely it is fitt ſomety mes, that he 
hide it from you, For perhaps, if you knew lt, 
jou might fall intoagreater occalion, and dan- | 
ver of yanity , then the ſuſpition you haue of | 
your not being beloued by him, may be of your | 
deſpayre;for without doubt they are tewer who 
(ſcan entoy proſperity , without ay mixture of 
k janity , or inordiuate delight, in the {weer mca- 
IE which are giucn them: then there are, who 
can beare, the bitternes of tribulation, without 
(ſpaire, Coceiue you therefore chat our Lord, 
keepes you ſafe, inthe hauen of ſecurity,y nder 
the Sharp rocke of tribulation : go the end you | 
may not putrify, with too much Liveetnes: but 
de preſerued by the bitternes of myrh, And at | 
this, you are 1: -t to be trouBled. For of your ſelf 
you should make election of that, which will | 
degood for you in Eternity,rather then of char, | 
[which may afford you ſome little remporall 
wuſt, Yea and euen in ſpirituall conſolations, 
wo [| Yereap not ſomety mes ſoe much profict, as we | 
or [| edelighe, Nor wx ill you bedemaunded as tie 
d, altday, what comforts you shall haue enioyed: ! 
adj} 23 what diſcomforts, you haue ſuffered, with- 
ald I fayling, eyther in point of faith, or lone And | 
Ive you, that God recciues that for ſeruice 
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: which being contrary to your ſenſuality, and / 
| (elfe will, you did yer accept, as being conque. | | |© 


ed by his love, and not that which a man hoy| | | 
{ enſuall ſoeuer he might be, would be glad to| ||! 
| | enioy, For if to be regaled by Almighty God: 2 
| vere to doe true ſeruice to his divine Maieſty, | I |! 
{ he would not haue oe few ſervants: fincethere| | P 
ace ſoe many, who by this way, & that way, and| | |$ 
euery way are ſeeking comforts. Bar they yo. | Ii! 
derſtand not, ho:v farre it is from God, tobe| || 
able ro abſtainefrom comforting his afflicted, | Þ | 
| and deteGted ſeruants , when it is beſt forthem,| I |) 
| ] Andas farralſohe js, from liking them, who} I |* 
| caking oftheire eyes, from his tormenring Croſſe, | | l 
{ | ſend them in ſearch after Comforts as concet-| | |® 
uing that the more they haue thereof, the more | 
| beloued , and more happy they are. Andthey| 
| neuer conſider, how poorethey hall be found, | 
| at thatday, when God will ffre [eri#/alew with the} 
Soph x | Hightof Lampes, & whe he will call vs to account, 
[Soph.1.| © | 
| whether we loue him from the profoundeſt part} 
of our hearts, and our ſelues for him, & in him, 
| andrhrough him : or els whether we hauelo-| | 
ued him for our ſclues, & to our owne yſc, And 
| then will many of thoſe workes appeare tohaue 
beene carnall, & infected with, ſelfe loue, and| | 
intereſt, which shined like ſoe much finegould, 
intheireyes who performed them. Youarerhe- 
refore more ſecure from intereſt z OT compla- 
cence, when ſuchthinges come to you as cauſe] ] 
; bittecnes,But the let the loue of God alone, ptr 
[{wade you to endure them, till he prouide other: 
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wiſe. ln whom you mutt haue ſo much ſtrength | 
of the boly Ghoſt , as may make you aboundin | 
charity, and peace, and toy : treading yourpaſ= | 
fons vader foot, and hauing your foule, euen_ 
allenbalmed with grace, Yet when you hall be 
inioy , doe not enioy it for your ſelfe; but em- 
[ploy-it with greater ſtrength , vpon him who 
ezueit: ferching alſo reaſon from thence, why 
[irshould make your loue encreale. 

j 1 beſeech that Lord, who remembred you 
when you forgot him , to giue ſtreogth voto 
your inyyard man that ſoc you may know how, | 
toadore, obey , and loue him; and that he will 
ſend his holy Spirit © into your heart , that it 
may guide you into that land of Erernall 
loht, Amen, 
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A Letter of the Authour, to a Religious woman, a 
ſpiritnall child of bus» He shewes that it 1s not aſſu- 
red fione of disfaumuy , for God to eftraunze 
 bimſelf ſometimes: &T that our ſafety depends 
more vpon his g00dnes , then our deſerts: 
and be perſuades her to haue 
confidence in God, 


Haue receiued many of your letters ſince 1 

{ſaw you laſt. And in ſome of them, yourtould 
mee , that your ſoule was troubled : and in 
others, that aur lord had begunne to giue you: 
comfort. Yea, and I thinke you fayd, in ſome 
'one of them, tha the peace, and comfort which. 
formerly you had receiued, was entirely retour- 


{-ned. I anſyeared none of thoſe letters , eyther 
becauſe my fionnes hindered mee, from the gra-|- 


ce ofgiuing you comfort; or els becauſe I Knew 
you had ſufficient confidence in mee, without 
receiuing my anſweares., But now art laſt, I re 


cclue a letter from you, whereby you tell mee, | 


that you are as much afflicted , as cuer, if it 
be not rather more ; and you delire mee £0 
write, 

I aminpaine, through your paine , and this, 
hath moued mee , to entreate , that for rhe loue 


of Chriſt leſus crucified , you ſuffer not your | 


felfe to be blinded by that darknes, which {u- 
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perfluity of fadnes, is wont to drawe ouer our 
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(ules, but remember, how faichfull that lord 
s.to whom you haue offered yourſelfe, And, 
that itisan vſual ching with his infinit wiſdome, 


hisloue from them ſometimes : and $shewing 
them a countenance of {ome rigour;and all this, 
not becauſe he is cruell, but our of pure, and 
perfe& mercye, Becauſe he knon es that our in- 
fcmityes are berter cured, when wee are layd 
{nder the ſcourge of tribulation ; then when we 
re carrycd vp in the hands of proſperity and 
comfort. | 
Youtell methat deſolation wherein you are, 


beare the rigour of that angry face of our lord, 
which you ſay he shewes to you, and thac ab- 
ſence alſoe from him, wherein you line, Bur I 
tell you, my good ſiſter, that though trivula- 
'tionmay be of as much daunger toyou as you 
declare: yet the ſtate of comfort , 1s ſtill ſubiecct 
toasmuch, Nay, proſperity, is much moreto be 
feared , then adverfiry, For in the former , the 
foule runnes hazard , to depart from God : bur | 
nthelatter tnoughir ſuffer payne, yet tha very 
payne it (elfe, incices one todrawe nearer to him, 
Andif you ſay , thacthe great weight of diſcom- | 
fore.doth ſometimes put rhe {oulec in daunger of 
linging through impavience , you ſay nothing 
but truth, Burt yet you muſt know e wichall, thar 
much ofrener, and by aſſaults of ereater daun- 


| 


to faue the ſoules of his ſeruants, by meanes | 
hich they cannot reach to vonderftand; hiding | 


ſeemes very bitter to you, and that you cannor | 


kr \the foule is brought into daunger by the] 
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 {weetnes of guſt. 
Remember the Apoſtle ſaint Paule , who 
| through the grace of him who was crucifyed, 
did eſteeme it for glory , to ſuffer the affli. 
Ctions of the Croſſe. And though he were en- 
 uironed by warrs without , and feares within : 
yet his ſoule was fafcly kept, as in a hauen 
moſt ſecure, But ſoe great was the daunger 
' which herann by the faire and cleare weather 
of conſolations and yrexelations; that if God had 
not permitted him , to be ſeized vpon by the 
tempeſt, both of inward, and outward troubles, 
which layd ſuch load vpon his neck, as made 
him {toope., that great Saint-might haue beene 
in daunger , through the occaſion of comfort, 
whom Ge many diſcomforts could not once | 
pluck done. By this meanes, rhe bitter, was| 
the cure of the ſweete : and the Angel of Satan, 
wasthe occa(ton of benefit to him , to whom 
that great communication of Almighty God, 
might haue beene the occaſion of falling ; if 
through humane frailty ; he had puffed vp him- 
ſelfe. 

If now this might haue happened to that 
veſſel of elefion :; andifirt were neceſſary for him 
to ſuffer, that ſoe he might bee freed from the 
daungers of comfort; how can you meruaile, if 
God haue watered your ioy with teares : if your 
harpe be ſer to ſad tupes ; and if thoſe ſweet} 
communications, which you had before with 
Almighty God , be turned into ſuch an vnla- 
uoury departure from him. His eyes, arcablet® 
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iſcerne , that , which yours cannot. And hee | 
Lnowes full well , rhe vanity of that hart of ; _ | 
[yours, which would not perhapps , be able to 
endure the weizhr of diuine fauours, Or els per- 
happs he may {ce, that you arc likely to ſuffer 
decay of health by-the exceſle, of the [weernes, 
of that diuine guſt which he gaue you : Or | 
elſe, that you eſteemed more of your ſelfe. 
then you did of others, who want theſe com- 
forts ; Or els in fine, it may have happened, | 
for any one of many orher faults , which may | 
haue raken hould of the imperfeRion,of your 
hart, & which cannot be throughly fifred by [|ſere.:7.þ 
any , but by that God alone, who madeir. 
Yeaand if youshould not be, in any nece(-. 
lity, of this Kind of phiſick (becaule, though 
our lord should comfort you ſtill, yet perhapps 
you were not, to fail into theſe inconuenien-. 
ces! yet there are many other reaſons, why our 
lord may thin ke fit to treate his ſernants, after | 
[this manner, All which, are grounded vpon his | 
loue to vs; though in the blind eye of flesh and 
dloud, they may ſceme to grow from disfauour, 
You know, it 1s a common ſaying , He who 
lones thee , well make thee cry. And the holy ſcri-; 
pture ſaith, that 4 wonnd,, giuen by a freind 15 bet= | 
ler ther the treacherous kiſſe of an enemy, And be- | 
leiue you for certaine , that our lord loues you, N 
andeherefore doth he treare you after this man- | 
ner, For it is written , our lord punnishes whom be [Heb.12. 


loues , and he corrects ſuch a one, as be receines for 
(his ſonne, © © | 
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| | __ Andas informer times, God ſent moit vj. 
deous Martyrdomes to his beloued ſeruants,- 
by the hands of baſe and bloudy executioners, 
ingaging them in bitter warrs , that afterward 
; he might honour them with pretious crownes; | 
ſoe now, when thoſe exteriour Martyrdomes 
are ceaſed, heſedes others which bee interiour, 
And theſe( howſocuef they are not viſible ) be 
yet as great, or greater, then thoſe, For then, 
men tormented them , and God gaue them 
comfort; and by the ſtrength of this Omnipo- 
tent God thoſe torments were ouerwrought, 
and mailtered, which were inflicted on them, by 
| weake meu, But now , he whodiſcomforts, is 
| 'our Lord, who hides himſclfe; and the Deuils, | 
like cruell executioners , doe by a thouſand 
| 'deuices, torment the minde, which 1s farr 
| more ſenſible , then the body. And from that] 
'torment,doth many times redound , a torment 
euen to the yery body it ſclfe, And ſoe the who- 
[le man, both within and without,is layd vpon 
the diſcomforts of a Croſſe. And he ſighes, and 
grones, and askes ſuccour of our Lord, And 
our Lord,the while,makes himſelfe deafe, and. 
is more hidde from the ſoule then if there were 
ſeauen wals , betweene him andit. Yea andit 
doth alſoe expreſly feele , that our Lord hath| 
| abſented himſclfe from it; and that, not onely 
[e:th, [in the way of not docing it any fauour , butra- 
| 15, [ther expreſly ſeeming , to disfauour it, As he 
| proceeded with the Cananean , when , at the 
| firſt, hedid but forbeare to anſweare , but af- 
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terward , he compared her to adog, | 
| Thartindeed is an hower, of mighty anguish, | 
when the ſoule findes noe repoſe, in any thing, 
to which it can apply it ſelfe, As waen a man 
is drowning, in a profound ſea, without fin- 
ding ſoe much, as any little relt for the fecte, 
Or like one, who is bound faſt, hand and foor, | 
and would faine riſe vp, but knowes not on- 
ce how to ſtirr, For as he, who is highly com- 
|forted by Almighty God,cannot be diſcomfor- 
ted, by any paine, or torment, ſoe can nothing 
comfort him, who is diſcomforted by A_ 
ty God, And yct mult theſe ſcruants, goe after | 
| | [their lord ; through ſuch a deſart as this, which 
| [iscuen avery image of death, and by ſuch dark-. 
| | |nes, anddiſtreſſe, they muſt paſlle on, ro the 
| | [place of reſt. : 
This Martyrdome I ſay , muſt be endured, | 
for loue of the Spouſe, by that ſoule, which dell- | 
res to carry, the Embleme of Lowe in her hart; and 
am6pſt theſe thornes ſhee muſt make her ncſt, 
it shee will be conforme to her Head, who was 
crowned with thornes, And theſe draughts 
" | [muſtshee ſwallow downe; & intd theſe ſwea- | \f 
| | [**s muſt ſhee bee caſt who reſolues to keepe 
that Lord company , who, being in fierce ago- | 
| | [7 vpon that holy Thursday at nighrt,did ſweas- | 
te drops of blood, from his whole body, in te- þ 
limony , that his ſoule, was truly [ad enen to the 
very death. 
Did youthinke perhapps, that ir was ſome 
| Gainty and delightfull thing, to ſ{erue Chritt ; 
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; our Lord 2 or that you vndertooke ſome tri. 
fling bulines , when you began to place 


your louc on him 2 They who fight the bat- 
cailes of loue , wnſt dye dayly , as S., Paule did, 
And they mult bee euen cruell, againſt them. 
{elues , ( as a man who were careleile of foe 
many baſe and broken pots ) to theend, thar 
they may neuer faile of fidelity ro the Love 
of our Lord, Which Loue , was neuer com- 
plyed with well by any, who was eyther ne- 
glizent, or inconfidenr, For the former of theſe 
two, ſeekes his owne Rezals , whereas it were 


| his part, toſecke the contentment of his be- 


loued, And the latter, faints in his lone, becau- 
ſe he cannot beleive that he is beloued. But 
Faith being ioyned to Ubedience , frees vs from 
ſuch miſcheiues as theſe; making vs beleiue 


that God loues vs, and then molt, when hef 


moſt hides his loue from vs; and when heſee- 
mesto be moſt rigourous, and cruell towardes 
vs, For the condition, and property of tut 
faith, is to belciue not onely vpon thoſe lignes, 
and pawnes, which may be giuen ; butas well, 
without them; and not onely without them, 
buteuen againftthem. And herein , it doth but 
reſemble euery other vere , which then de- 


|/clares beſt of what ſtrength and beauty it 15, 


when it is put on, by the feweſt helpes ; and 
when it is encountered, by the greater 1npe- 
diments. | 


That is true lone , which loues a perſon, 
who encn deſerues not to bee beloued. And 
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that is true Patience , which ſuffers imperti- | 
nences, and endures wrongs. And thendoth 
Chaſtity , deſerue a rich, and gallant crowne of |} 
olory , when in deſpight of ſcuerall rempta- 
tions , it ſtandes falt. Ahd ſoe , you muſt 
learne to know, the true valew of true fatth, | 
which beleiues and puts confidence , in 
|the truth , and goodnes of God , againſt 
that diſtruſt, or deſpaire , which humane rea- 
ſon , or the ſenſes of fleſh and bloud, might 
pretend to cauſe, By this Farh , wee ſee 
that which' is inuifible , how deepe ſocuer 
it be hidd. And euen through the midit of 
theſe pikes , which are the disfavours of 
God , ( the ſharpe points whereof we feele 
ſticking in vs ) wee yet enter, and paſle on, 
into that moſt retired ſecret of the hart of 
{| |our Lord ; and there wee finde, that indeed | 
he Joues vs , though hee ſhew ys {ignes, 
which looke as if they proceeded from dif- 
aftetion, And then ſoe wee cſtceme, and vie 
them, as wee ought , when we take rhem for 
the tryal of our Faith; and for the cxerciſe of 
our Lowe ; and for the encreaſe of our Crowne; 
and for matter , wherevpon our Obedience to 
| God, muſt worcke, | 
If you beleive mee not , I pray you 
[tell me, how $hall the chaſt woeman be tryed, 
| dut by contradictions, and combares againſt 

Chaſtity > And how shall your Faith be tryed, 
but by recetuing theſe tokens of disfauour, 
[cb pretend ro depriue you of confidence, 
I | We ne 
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Be not troubled , to finde that your Spouſe. 


delicy to him, For this is a very vſuall thing 
| betweene Sp:yſes ; and tac truite thereof vſes 
|£o be, but an encreaſe of lone; which it is not 
| fit to keepe idle ; forin our employment, and 
exerciſe thereof , doth our lite and treafure 
| conlitte. And now God made choice of you, 
'ro diſcharge this office towardes him. And if 
iniced you would exercifc it well, it mult be 
by louing him, though you feele not your ſelfe 


= 
— _— 


| 


þ 


whome you conceiue to bc flying from you, 


i For he who laues not but onely when hee 
finds himi{elfe to be beloued, is indeed noe true 


| 
loucr ; but his reſpe&s, runn all towards him- 


heare hard language, and be caſt of by our lord; 


as if you taſted ofgreat delights, and Regalos, 


But inthe meane time be you reſolute , 
continuing faithfull ; and ſay to him with your 
whole hart \ 0 Lord [ wull lone thee , though thou 
chaulach not lone me, 1 will ſeeke thee , and lock? 


— ay 


Aſelfe. And heereby it will appeare , whether | 
you be that true Can4anean or noe, if whenyou | 


at hs hands Forinthe end 3 hee will mes 
re You thus , O woeman , greate 15 11y failh , let 
| | 
| that be done which theu defireſt, f 


(15 thus reſolued , to make tryall of your þ- | 


| 


chearfully 
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you doe yet importune him); and if following |- 

| him, who flyes fromyou ; and humbling your 
| ſelf to him, who treats you noe better, then ſo-| 
me baſe, vnreaſonable creature , you doe yet| 
proccede to loue him, as ſincerely , and purely, | 


to be beloued by him, and'by following him, | Þ; 


=" 


| 
q 
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1 rfudy towards thee , though thou fiye from me, 
| by meloxe thee fill : vpon that condition, doe with 
what thou wilt, By this meanes, the disfauours 
Loclord, shall be conuerted , into the exer- 
iroftrue love : and herein you are to remaine 
re contented ; then you are to be inpaine, 
&; being disfauoured, Nor shall you onely 


{1 be ſtraupgely greate, For by the meaſure, of 
ur diſcomforts,, that robe of glory, isto bee cut 
ar, wherewith you mult be veſted, in heauen: 
| Jud from: the ſeede of teares , we muſt gatber the shea- 


| 


br hauing beene ( as it were ) threshed with 
 Freiety of temptations , and for hauing beene 
vtent, with the taſte of ſuch gall , as carried 
Pie very image of hell with ic, and of the tor- 
"Feats rhereof : and for bearing all theſe things, 


"a an equall minde , and for beleiuipg thar | 


ley are light, and few , in compariſon of that 
erexcellent weight of glory , which is to be reuea- 
Ftin them, who shall be humbled, and morti- 
hed after this manner, And wee mult thinke 
urſelues happy, in being obedient to the or- 
nance of our lord God , not onely, in that 
J"iich giues vs guſt, but in the contrary alſoe. 


| or otherwiſe, what wonder is it, to ſee the 


Puſe, obey her fellow ſpouſe , in that , which gi- 


0 contentment to her ſelfe : lince for thar, 
Mere : rOC 
=<!$noegreate neede of line: for the reſpect 


| Bexſe our lord by this meanes , but moreouer. 
ou will obraine a crowne in heauen , which | 


. - | 
wefioy. And we-are not to be crowned , for 
\ ing beene in deuotion, and conſolation; bur | 


| 
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| Faith, ſince God hath armed you withit ,and 


| are deloued, though you be nor rezaled by ou! 


| yourſelf fince a little preſent disfauour,-is d 
| more power, towards the drawing you downe 


| you faſt on. foor, You now, doe iult che. cof- 


| of proper intereſt is able to breed ſuch obedience 


as that. Nor doe I know, with what eyes, Chrif 
our lord will looke vpon ſuch a ſpuaſe as thar 
ſince he obeyed his Father, for her ſake, in caſes 
of ſoe extreame affliction, ſaying : Let tbe, nug 
1 wil, but as thou wilt, Whereas shee ſaith , ju 
the contrary ; Not as thou wilt, but as I will ; fot 
shee will be ſquared out by another rule, then] 
her head was : and will needs make thewlll of 
Ged, which is eternally good , to be crooked, | 
that it may conforme it ſelfe to her will : which 
ſcekes not that which is truly good for her, and 
| which erernally is to be foe ; but that which! 
ſeemes likely, to give her, ſome little temporal 
delight, | i nl 

Awake O Virgin, out of that {]eepe, wheten| 
youare : for it 1sbroad day, Take the sbeildy 


driue away theſe diſmayes ; beleeuing, thatyo 


lord. And turne your complaint backe vpon| 


then the many fauours, which are paſt, to keept 


trary,of what you should, For whereas ic we 

reaſon , that in this time of tribulation, you 

Should remember your comforts of former t- 
4 * . 

mes : beleiuing , that the trouble which now! 

you haue, is butto trye , what proportion-0 

truſt , you repoſe, in God : You doe yet callit 


into queſtion', whether his loue were true f0 


—_—_ 


OY __ a7 at m—_— — nd —— F oo COS -”T GY 


- 1D - EPISTLES . | EF a6 8 


,_ —_— 


jou then, or noe : belciuing rather inthe shey, | 
and leafe,, then in the ſubſtance, and roote, 

| You haue noe juſt cauſe ro be diſmayed, 
though you bee afflicted, For our lord is not go- 
tall] oc from you : bur he went away , with a mea- | 
uf/Þ| ning onely to ſtande by , and to {ce how you 
forlſ| carried yourſelfe, like-a mother who hides her= 
elf] (clfe behinda hanging , to obſ(erue, and heare, : 
Lf what her childe fayth , and doth : whilſt he | 
ed.[M|chinkes that he hath loſt her , but then $hortly | 
>|] hee ſteps outand makes much of him, bo } 
nd] If you feare, that he hath forſaken you, and 
Ch[{[ given you a bull of ſeparation , for the faults, and | 
al} iznorances , into which you:may baue fallen, 
you are much deceiued. For infarr greater falls |. | 
100 then thoſe , his courſe hath beene to comfort | ſerem.| 
IF} foules, by ſaying, Thou haſt committed fornication | ?* 
010] with many louers :; but yel retourne to me, and I will | 
olÞ} receive thee - IEA | 
wif] Thongh God like well ,: that his ſecuarits f 
0 f| sRould know, and weigh thefaults, into which | | 
off they fall ; yet ic is not his.pleaſure , that they 
Gf snould be diſmayed , or too exceſſively affhi- 
elf | ted by them. 'Nay he eſteemes this, to be of mo- 
[| rediſſeruice ro him, then the very fall it (elfe. 
R']] Neither is it alſoe- his pleaſure , that a finne 
v1] waich is as little as a graine of ſeede, should be 
jj male by vs, as bigg as an Elephant, and much 
A eſſe , that we shoald make that tobe a linne, | 
WIC indeed is none, Soethar if you haue nor | 
allen into ſirne, and yet will needs be troubled, 
of {Bit you had ' you offend 2Þainſt his truth. And 
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| ting , that he hath forgotten you. And laſth, 
[you offend againſt the Croſſes, which he hath 


; 
that now he willbe arigorous iudge, who, at 


| handes , as ifheloued you , for them; butyou 


-| you ; and with thoſe handes he guards you, 


buffers. Burit is his mercye, which is yourre- 
| medye , and ſafety, and noe merittof you! 


| if you hadfallen, you should oftend againſt hy 
mercye, by not beleiuing, that he hath pardoned 
you. You offend alſoe againlt his love by ſuſpe. 


(ent toyou , efteeming them to be meſlengerg, 
and (ignes of wrath , whereas indeed, they are 
effects of his goodnes, _ | 

\Take therefore the courage, now at laſt, to 
ſally out, from the owne narrow thoughts;& 
beleiue of God, according to his goodnes; asit 
1mports his honour, that you should doe. And 
:livenorſtill, in ſuch blindnes , as to meaſure 


owne poore woctull hart, Nor conceiue you, 


others times, and in your greateſt occaſions, 
hath beene, a moſt indulgent Father to you, 
It was not you ypon whome he looked, 
when he pardoned you , and callcd you; but 
he "regarded his owne blood, which hefhedd, 


Nor doth he now, ſtand hanging ypon your 


are placed , and writen in bis, as heſayth, by 
his Prophet [/ay. And in thoſe handes, he loues 


cuen then , when y ou thinke he giues you 


owne. You are a Daughter , and you are t0 
pofleiſe heauen , by way of inheritance 


L 


the large hand of God, by the rules of your 


I 


and not, as a meere day labourer. Confideil 
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[alone , conſidering what bwmſelfe is. Which | 
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God: and giue kim glory , in thar he lodges, 
his eyes , ypon ſoe ynworthy athing as you; 
ind for that he purpoſes , to exalt ſoc baſe a_ 


creature, to ſuch height of glory, And know, 
that he hath noe neede of anything, in you; 


and that if he delire anything , it is, but that 
you may offer him thar ſacrifice of praiſe for 
your owne good confelſing him to be your 
oratious pardoner and your piteous rayſer vp, 
from your falls; and your Ceatinell who neuer 
ſleepes when there is queſtis, eyther of docing 
you fauours , or of drawing g10d out of your 
fnnes ; and your molt wiſe conduG:ur , who'| 
carries , and ſaues you , by ſuch pathes, as 
ſeeme, in the eye of your ignorauncero be very 
farr about, or rather quite out of the way, And | 
all this, he doth , through his awne goodnes 


carries a greater weight towards your falua- | 
tion, then your wickednes doth, towards your 
condemnation; and you arc bound to beleiue 
that foe it is. And it muſt notſecme ſtraunge 
to you, that the 2reater , ſurmountsrthe !ejje : and 
the Creatour , the creature, Burlet it ſtand for 
the laſt concluſion , that as noe goodnes in 
you , was the cauſe , why God loued , and 
called youto his ſcruice; ſoe will he take care, | 
that your wickednes , and weakenes, ſhall nor | 
linder the courſe of thoſe mercies , Which he | 
relolues to ſhew you, for all eternity. Conti- 
ac your Communions; and, I beſcech our Lord | 


—"— 


to gue them his benediction. For my part, I 
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| to you. I beg that he may be your Loae , lirce 


this, {ince our Lord loucs you, Nor yet mult 


like'well thereof ; and vpon the dayes which 
are {ett downe , communicate, from timeto' 


may doe you no hurt : for he hath noe quarrel 


he 1s your Loney. 


A Letter to a Lady, who-was 4 Religious woman} 
and in great affi:tion, He shewes how trouþie; 
are the proefe of Faith, nd Loue, in the ſernam 
f Gd, and how confident they onzht to be of his 
diuine Maieſly , in tLe middeſt of their treubles, 


'$ loone asI receiued your letter, I offc 
red thankes to our Lord, for hauing given 
you a {igne, that your vocation came from his 


tribulation, Younhſt not bealittle gladd of 


you beſlacke, ſince you arc in the middelt of 
mavy dangers ; but carry your eye towards} 
him, whllact called you with ſo great loue. | 
You muſt alſoe haue a ſtronge harte , For he 
called you not with intention to giuc you ouer} 
in the middeſt of your journey ; but to guide 
you vnder the protection of his owne W1Ng), 
fill he may haue conducted you to heauen,| 
where you {hall ſec his face, Let not the faith 
of Chriſt our Lord, nor the loue you owe hm 
ſleepe in you; for he ncuer ſleepes when there] 


| 


1s queſtion of docing you any good, | 


—_ 
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time; and God will gine you ſtrength, thati| 


hand, and this ſigne is, that you haue ſuffered| 
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_ Theſearetokens waich he vſcs to ſend, to \ 
| home he loues, to try if they alſoe louehim, 
their afflictions, and if they conhide in him 
in their dangers : That Spouſe is not worthy of 
thikes, who loues her fellow ſpoule, but onely 
\when he is preſent with her;not doth it coſt 
tim much to confide in him when $she findes 
herſelfe regaled by him. But tac matter is, that 
[when he abſents himſelfe from her , yea and | 
|| when he ſeemes to haue forgotten her , 'she 
\muſt loue himſoe much the better,as hes fur- 
[ther abſent from her, and confide in him foe | 
\much the morc - as She hath tcwer cxteriour 
fignes of his fanour. 


It is enough for you, my good liter, to 


have knowne already by experience, how lo- 
|] |uing our Lord hath beene to you ; by his ha- 
| uingdrawne you tothe knowledge of himlelf, 
{| |And beyou, not crauing new teſtimonies of 
bis Loue, but making your ſelfe ſure cnough | 
thereof, and be not troubled though he cor- | 
| [!etyou; and chough it ſeeme, as if ne eltraun- 
ged himſelfe from you and forgotr you; but 
| | father ſay thus ; Hee hath 4 minde 16 trye wie, and 
not to oppreſſe mee. You muſt loue our Lord, 
though he corre& you, you mult cohdein him, | 
though you feele noe comfort from him. Sceke 
Aim, though he hide himſelfe; ſufter him not 
to reſt , till you haue wakel him, and till be 
contelle that you are faithfull in his abſencc, | 
And thus you ſhall finde him returne to you, | 
| with ſoe much aduantage , as that when you - 
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.enioye his preſence againe , you will eſteeme 


| once you would but truſt God home; and if 


| make of you, and many tribulations hall 


— 


yout former afflictions well imployed. . 

Procure greate courage, wherewith toſuf.| 
fer; for after the rate of your ſorrows » ſhall 
your comforts be. Bee not alouer of your ſel. 
te, but be a loucrof God; looſe yourſelfe, and| 
{oe you ſhall be ſure to-finde your ſelfe. Andif 


once you would offer your ſelfe to him, with 
true loue there could nothing happen whick| 
would fright you. All bitter froſen afflictions| 
proccede but from diſtruſt in God, And for| 
this our Lord ſaid, Let not your barts be troubled, 
and due not feare, You beleiue in God, beleine alſot 
in mee, Soe that faith and love is the caule of 
peace, and quietnes to the hart. 

There 1s noe one thinge , whichisſoe ne- 


ceflary for you, towards the making you abie| 


to arriue atthe end of rhatdayes worke, whe-| 
rein God hath placed you, as to confide in him 
with louc, Our lord hath many proofes to 


growe where you looke leaſt for them but if 
you ſtand armed with farh and lowe, you (hall 
ouercome themall. Doe but remember how 


' the children of 1174ell , when they were illued| 


out of the land of Egypt, by the meanes of {oe 


many miracles, and were paſſing through ſoe| 


many afMlictions , before they arriued at that 
land, which our lord had promiſed them, ſaid 
thus, The people which paſſeſje this land , is great! 


and fir onzer then wee; they baue mightie Cuties whoſt 


— 
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| walls doe euen threaten tbe 5k ye we cannot onercome | 
' (uch 4 flowt nation 4s this. to what end doe. wee 
put or ſelnes vpon this tourney ? And though ſome | 
amongſt them , whoe had faith, did encourage 
«|| |the rett, by ſaying that fince God was of their 
|| ide, they thould cafily be able to ouercome, as 
they had done till then ; yet feare preuailed ſoc 
fare, as that they offended our lord thereby, 
and through taeir lictle confidence , they Joſt 
the land, and God deſtroyed them in thedeſert, ; 
without ſuffering them ro enioye that, for 
which they had laboured, and which himlfelfe | 
{had promiſed. Let vs take warning, my good | 
lifter , by the danger of others : and lett vs 
| know , that our lord hath gull, in ſuch as feare | p/zt. 
bim, and hope in his mercie; andis offended | 147. 
with ſuch, as doe not ſoe. It is he whoe drewe. 
you our of the captiuity of Egypt , when he | 
infpircd your hart with a deſire of being his: 
and hee Jeades you ſtill , through this deſert, | 
which is ſoe impleaſant : where ſometymes 
[you want the bread of doctrine, for lacke of 
luch, as might breake it toyou : other tymes 
you want company which may ſpeake of ſpi- 
| fituallchings, that ſoc your way mightbe ma- | 
dc to ſeeme the $horter; At other tymes you 
| Want the trees of other recreation , which 
might giue you ſhade : and in ſteede of theſe 
comodities, you haue a thouſand diſcomforts. 
Now temptationsriſe, againſt you fromwith- 
n:and then from without; now from ſtran- | 
(815, and then from domeſticks, But yer attgnd } 
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you onely to your bulines, for he who did that 
for you, which was more, can neuer faile to| |'{ho 
: . doe that for you, whichis lefje. He who made 19; 
you a freind, of an enemy, will better keepe n) 
you now, when you are his freind. He who ith 

| | did not abandon you , when you fled from jo 
him, will much leſlc fly now from you, when| | 'Gc 
| | you follow him. CA try 
[ | Who is he tnat can ſay, with any truth, | I|or 
that God did not helpe him if he weredefired>|. [11 
| ' See you haue noe feare © you ſeruant of Chriſt, | Þ|i 
in ary thing which may happen to you ; but] [ |ce 
confide in him, who Loued you foe well,asto 
dye for you. Itis true that you haue butone, | | |j; 
\who protects you, but thatone, is of much] | 
} more power , then all they whoe contradi&] I |y 
| you, Doe not thinke, of how greatthe giants, | I |4 
and how ſtronge the Citties are, which you] | |: 
| mult encounter, for it is not you, who mult| Þ |: 
| Numb, fizht, But bold you Jour peace , and our lord will ( 
CE» fizht for you. Doe not fly from the warre, nor| | jr, 
| abandon your ſelfe, as one who were oucrco?| | |þ 
| me : and ſoe you 5hall ſee the fawour of our Lord t- t 
| Exod, | Wards you, For in this warre, he onely looſes] | |t 
14. | the battaille, who quitts the feild.lIt is true that] ] |; 
you are weake ; but that weakenes of yours , God| | |y 

| | w;ll chew his ſtrength. It 1s true that you know t 
| 

| 


not much , but God himſelſe will be your gut- 
de.iBy your miſeries, God will make his met- 
cies appeare, Whoe are you , that you ſhould] 
| beable to paſſe through ſuch ditficulties? but 
1P/2 I yet ſay with Danid , In the ſtrenoth of my Grd 1 | 

CERT 1-4 Þ , ÞÞ: 


—_— — 


— 


_— _ A PS —_— 
- — mr mm” 
i _— — — — 


Pe CEE I IEC 


4 


fathow much the harder this bulinclle 1s tor 


truſt in reſpect of your owne weakenes ; but | 


lofallibly he will crowne you, it you continue | 


EPISTLES. 


will leape oner #4 Wall, Who are you that you. 


hould be able to fight? but yet ſay with him | 


[1oaine, 1 heveh thenſands shoul riſe azaunſt me,y.t 


be: | ; ; 
py bart sÞall not feare, Beleiuve, my good fiiter, 


you , foe much the eaſyer 1s It for Almighty 
God, And therefore you mult haue great di{- 


meat confidence withall-, in God's ſtrength. 


in his loue, and if you conhde, that by his gra- 


| 
| 
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ceyou ſhall oþtaine that Crowne, 


' Forget not this promiſe of Cl 


wy! 


ſt our lord, | 
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who denyes mee before men , that man wil! l alſce | 


him whoe confeſſes mee bejore men , that man will 
confeſſe befe1e my father who 1s mn heauen ; but þim | 


deny before my father whoe is in beaten, Can you | 
thinke, that one is to eſtceme that tor aftlic- 
tion, which he endures for the confcllion ot.; 
Chriſt our lord ; ſince it is to kauc foe high a 
reward, as that, with ſoe much honour, he thall | 
be avowed by himat theday of iudgment, be-" 
tore his father ? Happy is that ſufferice, happy 
that diſhonour, and pouetty,to which ſoe high 

an honour doth ſucceede, W hat kinde of ioye 
will it be for you, O my goolt liſter, to heare | 
theſe wordes from the mouth of Chriſt our 

lord bimſelfe, and that in preſence of the whole 
world, Come you bleſſed of my father and poſſeſſe the 
ungdome which is prepared fer you, What will it 
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ee, when the angells {hall thus linge , tO her,' 
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leſtiall king , Come O ſpouſe of Chriſt, vecee yg 
crowne which our Lord hath prepared for thee; an 
| that not for one day but for all eternitte. What wilil||ble: 
| - the ſpouſes of Chriſt our Lord conceiue, whey||/{e- 
| hauing paſſed through the ſea of this life, ang[|\ſt, 
their enemies who diſturbed vs , remayning||| 
drowned therein , they ſhall ſinge thus with|||the 
| | great joye , for hauing runne through this to 
| dangerous world, without ,being ouerwhel.||| | 
} P/a!, | med by the vices thereof, The ſaaress broken,and| [|i* 
| | '*3* | we are deliered , our helpe is in the name of on|||'* 
| |lord, What a day will that be , when that loy 
'true Mary, the virgin of virgins, ſhall goebe. tne 
| | #4. O po ich: 
fore with her Timbrell , which ts her ſacred] I} 
| body , pray{ing God both in body and ſoule; ie 
Pſa. 31, $3. O Wi 
| and linging thus. Come magnifye our Lord with 
| ; ys 
| /\ mee, and lett vs exalt his name un mutuall ſacietu| | |* 
with one another. | 
| Happy areyou, if you be found faithfull 
to the Spouſe whoe choſe you. Happy are|}|>* 


you , if you haue the courage ro catt away| | |® 


—_—— 
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that which is preſent , vnder the moſt certaive . 
promiſe of Chriſt our Lord, for that which} i 


is future. Beconfident, my good fiſter, in ta- 
King his word ; for you are not the firſt to] | 
whome he hath paſſed it, and fulfilled it; net-| I, 
| ther ſhall you be ſhe with whome that word 
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| ſhall want effe&. He gaue his word to S. Kathe- 

| | rene, $ Agnes , S Barbara R and S: Lucy ' and 
| to innumerable' other Lady virgins 3 and 

| £6 | he hath per-| ||* 

cell me now , how completely he nhatn 'pet-| | 

formed it. Thev had the courage to deſpiſe. SIE 
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che po0Te preſent world : and you {ce that now, | 


they caigne with God. They lived heere in trou- 
ole; and rhey are nowe 1n the eternitie of repo- 
ke, Through how many combatrs did they pal- 
{, and they now enioye the euerlaſting crow- 


nes of their conqueſts. They fled from ſpouſes of 


theearth, and they brought the king of heauen, 
to beinloue with them, 

If they had followed che race , of this world, 
their delight had bene already paſlcd : and their 
memories would haue bene forgotten, Bur they 


loued that, which was eternall , and therefore 


their felicitie shall nor dye : and their memory 
hall not decay. They were written in the boo= 
ke of God ; and therefore neither water nor 
winde, nor fyre nor tyme ,-can make them 
waſte ; For that booke is incorruptible and 
ſoc inthe name which is written in it. 

You mult therefore procure to hauea ſtron- 
geheart towards God, who is your ſaluation, 
and doe not thinke that he ſells heauen deere 
toyou , for you haue not yer shed your bloud 
for him , as thoſe others shed theirs. Our 
lord treates you , like a weake creature ; and 
you should be ashamed to haue giuen him ſuch 
cauſe, If you had had more faith , and confi. 
Qnce in him, and more loue to ſuffer for him, 
ie would haue procured you more afflictions; 
0 the end that you might haue purchaſed ri- 
cher Crownes, Doe not content your ſelfe 
with ſuffering little, conſidering how great 


11/0ur rewar . L0 
[/eurreward $hall bee : and how much Chrilt 
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| Whereas ifa man tooke it vp, he would ſcarce 


| yery ſuffering , it ſeife ; and you will dw] 


— 


our Lord ſuffered for you. He gaue his life 
for you , and he was deepely tormented and| 
| . 

| deſpifed, How then come you thus to com- 


plaine of the touch of aflye2 doe but loue, and| 
you vv 1ll detire to ſuffer. Ler your loue be dou- 
bled , and you will ſuffer ſorrowes which ate 
cvoubled, The loue of our lord , makes ſuch ax 
polleſle it , more greedy of ſuftering, then the 
loue of ones ſelte, of repoſtng. It makesthat 
any burden weighes light, for loue is ſtronger 
then death. He who loues not, groanes vnder 
the burden, like ſome laſy beaſt ; but he who 
loues runnes, andflyes ; and it ſuffers him not 
to feele the weight eucn of his owne body, 
nor of whatſocuer els they can lay vpon it,” 
It is not my good liter /that the affliftions 
which wee ſuffer are greater ; Þut that our 
loue is little. The weight of a pound is noe 
great weight; but yer lay it ypon ſome little] 
childe, and he will ſay, O how heany it weights? 


feele ir. And ſoe take you it, for a ligne, that 
if you loue little your afflitions will weigh 
heauy ypon'you ; but if you loue much you 
will ſcarce allowe them to be afflictions, For 
you will be ſocinebriated with loue, that no- 
thing can be able to diſtract you, from the taſte 
thereof. You will finde a good ſauour in tle 


walter , out of ihe rucke and hony ont of the ſtony 
hills. | 


Doe but loue, and vou ſhall not be ſubiectro 
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"AiRions , but you ſhall be Superiour to them, 


1s their Lady, and you ball praiſe him who 
delivers you from them. It they threaten you 
with death , you will bid it welcome ; that ſoe 
you may enioy true life, It with baniſhment, you. 
will ſay , That you eſteeme your ſeife bamshed whe- 
reſoener. youl are , till you may arrine to ſee the face 
of God : And that it imports you little , whether 
you goe to heaven , from this , or that part of the 
erth; And that , af you haue God in your Come 
pany » Whereſcener you are, you Shall be happy; 
and if not , your owne country will giue you miſery 
enough, If you ſee your ſelfe contemned , ſay, 
Chriſt our Lord 15 my honour and he honours mee : let | 
the world deſpiſe mee , ſoe hee value mee, 

Doe not affli your ſelfe , about the ne- 
ceſſitie which you may ſuſtaine of preſent 
things : for of your felfe you muſt deſpiſe 


to live in conformitie with Chriſt our 
Lord , whoe made himſelfe a poore man 
for you. 

What is there in the world , which 
ought to fright you 2 If the loue of Chriſt 
our Lord haue wounded you , you will trea- 
|d the deuill vnder foote ; you will deſpiſe 

his threates ; and you will paſſe with cou- 
rage , through all your enemies, Pur your 
trult in him , who loues his louers, There 


5 nothing which you will not beable todoe, | 


In him, Goe and buy whatſocuer you want, 


them, through the delire which you hanue | 


| 


of him, though he aske you all this world for 
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des him , ſells all to buy bim, Forin him alone, he 
findes himſelfe more rich, then with the mutti- 
tude of all other things; 

| And now if it concernie,euery oneof vs to 
| loue him, how. mpch more dorh it import that 
ſhedoe it, whome he hath choſen for his ſpouſe, 
It becomes the /eruan!t to feare his Maiſfter ; and. 
the ſonne to honour his father , but the ſpouſe, 
to loue her fellow /pouſe, See you louc our lord, 
and take noereſt till ke haue graunted youthis 
 guift, Loue him with reverence , for thatis 
| the kinde of loue, which helikes. Eſteeme not 


| 


ſelfke to you ; but wonder , 'how ſoe greate 
an altitude as his , can ſtoope to ſuch a pro- 
founde bancs as yours, It is the propertie of 
HI natured and ill mannered ſeruants to valew 


to deſcend and become familier with them, 
then if they had liued which them likelords. 


vouchfafe to diminith himſelfe. Ys 

Thetrue loue of Chriſt our lord carries this 
badge with it, in token that it is indcede of 
him; That as it apprehends , and highly eſtee-| 
| MES the goodnes of God, ſoe it alſoe appre- 


him theleſle, becauſe he communicates him-| 


| their Maiſters at a lefſe rate for vouchſafcing | 


But they whoe liue in true light eſteeme that] 
| lord foe much the more , as he doth more| 


hends, and profoundly diſelteemes , the wiCc-| + 


ſerve 


P on 


kednes of man. Therefore loue , adore and | 
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it ; and ſec that you be not founde withowm } 


the loue of him , though ir: ſhould coſt you| 
| your life, He1s 4 hidden treaſure, but he Who fin« | 


- EFISTEES. thc 


4 re” toye:but yet retoyce with tre- 
plmg. Not a trebling as of allaue, inthe mid- 


| [ed childe, who highly feares to giue any dif 
ouſt co her father, how little it ſoeuer may be. | 
\ Of your ſelfe you can doe none of theſe 

things ; but if you humble your hart in the 


icknowledgment of your owne miſcries , if 
jou preſent your ſelfe often in prayer, before 
Chrilt our lord, if you lodge him in your breſt 
by the Communion ; if you hearehim ſpeaketo 
jou in your ſpirituall reading, and in fineif you 
fill but giue him leaue to helpeyou, youare 
to haue confidence , that by little & litle he 
yillbe healing your ſoule , notwithſtanding 
Jultheharſh encounters which may occurre, 
Doe not {tart out of his hads,though the cure 
jutyouto paine; for, in fine, hee will worke 
iecure atthe fitteſt tyme, And for the afflic- 
torls which he ſends you, & the delights whe- 
||rofhedepriues you, he will giue you his owne 
nolt plentiful delight ; which ſhall inebriate 


zou ſhall be infull Ioy, for all eternitic, without 
te want of any good, and without thefeare of | 


jour ſelfe to be highly wellcontent , & paid; 

nd more felicity ſhall be imparted to you, then 
Jour ſelfe could tell howtodefice, Which fe- 

ici 1s not a creature but a Creatour himſelfe 

« [all things; that true, God whoe lives & rai- 
| 55es for the cterrity of all cternities, Amen. 


left of torinEts , bur as of atrue, & tender har- | 


a peg 
jou, as if it were with ſome ſwelling riuer ; and 


voling what you haue; You ſhall there finde | 
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A Letter of the Author to a diſciple of yl " 
who was growne a Preiſt. He || 
shewes that exteriour affli- || 


fions muſt be deſired for . ſx 
the ſeruice and loue ef, 


| | of God. i8 


| ; 
Z R Ight Reuerend Father , I have receiued} liv 
your letter, which hath wrought in methe| and 

ſame effect, with thoſe others which formerly" 
I hadfromyou; Namely rendering of tharkes to tat 
ourlord, for the guifts which he hath beſtowed} ts 
| vpon you , according to the teſtimony whidh] he 
| your words giue, of that which dwells inyouÞ't* 

heart, It wrought alſo great confuſion in me, tof 0 
ſee you call me the Maiſter, and Father ; of him,| 
ro whomeI should thinke'it a great fauour of 
| our lord, if I could deſerueto be a Sopre, anda 
Diſciple, And eſpecially I was confounded , yei 
and putto paine, to heare you ſay in theend of 
your letter, that you would haue written me 
many, if it had not beene for the Decorum,whicl|] 
you thought your ſelf bound to keepe , of al 
| Auditouy , and a Scholler, This 1s not a courſe| " 
| wherein you muſt proceed with me; for thertb| 
| noe reaſon that you should put me to lolſe, 
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ther 
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wo 
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| onely becauſe I deſire, to ſerue and profitt you. 
Wand if you treat me in this manner , you will 
IM nkemeheare, and hold my peace, 


FIN ay, of an errour, which I haue diſcouered in 
me, who yet hold themſclues to be ſpiritual. 
I andic is, that they deſpiſe, the corporall affli- 
TI|tions, and troubles , which are vndertaken, 
IYfor the loue of our lord, If I wrote to you there- 
fof, chere wilbe nothing loſt , though I ſay ir 
ouer againe 3 and if not , It 1s neceſlary, that I 
[FILE IT, | 

| Since, that light of our eyes, Chriit our lord, 
x]Flued in this world , vnder foe many aftlictions, 
efaddied with {oe many torments, his (eruants 


, remaine ſoe hungry , of ſuffering ſomewhat, 


that it exceedes the appetite wherewith men of | 


| F this world , runne after eaſe. And not onely azr 
\ (they content to ſuffer affliftion, when it comes 
ef ponthem, (and much more that kind of aftli-_ 
\ {Gon ; which may be neceſſary to them for the. 
/[[40yding of finne ) butthey ſeekeit out , by all 
eff'te wayes they can, and ſoe they make proofe 
i|Ffacreby ; of the loue they beare to Chriſt our 
jd, conſidering how he was in ſoe much pai- 
. 
1 
] 
b 


tedy the afflitions which he eaduced, for the 


loue of ys, 
For, as the faint and tepid kind of man, 


[ould of himſelfe be glad to ſuffer noe affli- 


ons , but yer he beares them with patience 
| When tliey come, leaſt otherwiſe he may offend 
{rlord\ foe the feruent louer of Teſus Chriſt, 


— — 


| know not, if I wrote not to you the other 
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| kes char, which it wrought in him : which wa} 


| hemuſtrake any, heendures ic, but with patien- 
ce , becauſe ſoe Chriſt our lord , doth com. 
maund, In ſuch ſort thatas he who is butſlack, 
in rhe ſeruice of God , hath delight and ea 
in his deſire, and takes aiction but withys, 
tience , (oe the true Chriſtian is bur patient ts 


—_— — 


[ deſire. 


| This growes from the ſpiritt of Chrilt ow| 


lord; and when this is perfect in a ſoule, it wor-| 


a loue of affliction for vs, the better to shew yg] 


-wher'men would comfort one who is butlack 
and negligent , vpon the arriuall of any aftls 


comfort a good Chriſtian, when he happensto 
be in repoſe andeaſe, Forthe one of them ſub 
fers eaſe which heloues nor, and iult ſoe,, is if 
fliction ſufferred by the other, Now this1spatt 
of that, which Chriſt our lord deliuered, whe| 
he commaunded.yvs , to take vp the Croſſe ,it W 
meant to be his diſciples, 1 ſay it is a part thereof 


| 
—— : a 
————— 


| would faine take noe eaſe at all; and - perforce ar 


ſce himſelf at eaſe, and hath affliction , in hiy| 


his loue, And therevpon it alſo followes, thatſ| 


ion, they mult doe it iuſt ſoc , as they wouldſ| 


for the other, and chiefe part whereof this ||| 


ſelf conceyt, and will ; and of our paſhons and 
powers. 


our lord died ypon the Croſſe , what 15 this 016 


man? the body , which is paſſible and mortal, 
and that otherinward man, whereof I haue (po | 


conliſtes, is the mortification, and death of out 


This is that old man, who muſt die, as Chrilt||| 


m__— 
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1| cauſe he was tempted w1th the flesb, as (ome vnder- 


| |fhis onely , of crucefing the affeGions, ic had ſut- | 


I] {of the body... 
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ken before, mult bealſodeadin vs. 

But although this be the cheite part of car- | 
rying the Croſſe , we mult nor put away that | 
other part , howſoeuer it belelle principallthea | 
this. And though S Paul (ay, Exercitatto Corpee, Timorh 
1 ad modicum viults eft , yer the ſeruant of Chriſt | 
ourlord, will not leaue co pleaſe him, euen in 
the leaſt things which can be thought, And} 
laſt we Should fall into errour , the ſame Apo-,] 
tle faich elſwhere, Caſtigo corpws me & in ſerui-\* 979 
wem redizo T conceiue not that he (aid this} be- | 


—_——. 
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ſtand the difhculty whereof he complaynes; but” 
that he would punish and ſoecure himſelfe, by 


way of preſeruatiue , viing this exerciſe of his | |-- 


body , leaſt his mind might orherwiſe grow 
lick. Andelſwhereheſaith, when he recountes 
the afflictions which he endured. Semper mortifs= 2+ C07, 4. 
(ationem [eſa Chriſti in corpore noftro circumferentes, | 
where hee calles that the mortification of- Chriſt: | | 
which isthd very Croſſe of corporall afflictions, | | 
ln another place he ſaich alſo, Qu: Criſt ſanr, | P/al. 5.1 


(arnem ſuam Crucifixerunt, And if he had meant 


ficed to ſay, Cum vitits 7 concupiſcentics, but by 
|laying cernem,it proues, that he: meant «f}l:*!10ns 


This he explicates very well, in his Epiltle 
tothe Corinthians where, amongſt other things, 
[Whercin men were to exerciſe themfelues, he | 
reckens vpcorporall afflitions, namely faſting | 
and watching , ſo that the whole man , muſt 


[ 
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ſaid: andthe boay alſo muſt dye, vpon the Croſſ 
of corporal atflictions, that ſoe the wholeman, 
| 1nay be conforme to.Chriſt our lord, as heis in 
paine, and miſery.; {1nce heereafter , he istobe 


I haue ſaid thusmuch , that you may take: 


uen you , and that ſoe you may imploy them, 
vpon doetng, and ſufferring, all you can, And 
this , not onely conſidering that it may bead 
drelled to ſome other goodintention, buteuen 
| though it be for noe other reaſon, let it be done, 
to the end that you may be in conformity with 
| Chriſt our lord as he was afflicted; and not vpon 
neceſſity , bur for loue, And though neyther 
| thehairecloath , nor hard bed, nor ſuch things 
as theſe, howſocuer they be yſedfor the loue 
| of Chriſt our loxd,, should ſane vs, ( ſola cnn 
Crux Chriſti ,eſt ſaluifica ) yet atlealt lett vs ve 
them in imitation of that extreme pouerty ,and 
sharpe affliction which Chriſt our lord endt- 
red, in being crucified , which conſideration, 
will nor be lightly eſteemed by vs, if we be not 
wholy voyd of the loue,, we owe him, Gl 


this matter, 2 
There were two other points, of whic | 
thought to haue written, but there is noc WM 


II 


(cantling, ofthoſe forces, w hich God hath oj 


| enim magnaeſt ſequi dominums And thus much 


SS (3 EE — 
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| vnder-goethe Croſſe, ſince Chritt our lord, die 
yponit, Our {oule muſt dye, by the compaſſion 


and memory of Chriſt crucifed , and by the 
| mortification of the ould man , as hath beene 


| conformero him, as heis inglory, | 


| 
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for them'\now. I will note them downe, leaſt] | 


chould forgett them : vpon condition that you 
write meword, whatthere 1s to be amended in |} 


this letter. "T | 


—_— 
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A Letter of the Authour to a Lord of 
| great quality , who was ſicke and | 

£ 

very fearfull of death. He teaches 

him how he is to carry 


humſelf. 


if | 


| 5 Hauereceiued your lord-ships letter, I haue 
| readit, and I haue vaderſtood it; andTI hope, 
| our lord hath mercy for you in ſtore. For it is 
| ace great wonder, that his grearnes Should doe 
fauour to one who deſerues it not; ſince he hath. 
' Coneit ſoe often, to ſuch as haue deſerued the 
expreſle contrary, I am not ſorry a whitt, that | 


| | your lord-ship is affrayed of.death; foralthough 


this feare beathing paynefull, there is noc hurt | 
for a man to apprehendit; and many timesit is | 
 ſentby ourloxd; to the end, that , by the ſpurre 

of feare, we may bee vrged on todoe that, which 

wee will not doe, for the ſpurre of lore, And he | 
| as being a father of mercy , vſefull to guide 
thoſe affaires, in ſuch an admirable manner ; as 


fu both feare, and hope, may helpe vsto ride j 


that way , which itis neceſlary, for himtopre- 
_ £ 4 
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| naund thar houle to bee built, where yourpz- 


| rewith thoſe townes of yours are charged, 1 


| member any thing which you may have wonne 


: | ro make reſtitution thereof, And , foraſmuch 


| Lordship is, are not able to reach tothe know- 


| receiued any wrong by you, Should declare the 


{ bee done, Some particular cauſes your Lord: 


an. 


are , ſerues for many good purpoſes, and itis 
| :urtfull for none. | 
| 1deſice , that your lordshipp , would com- 


Jes areto bee lodged. As alſo, that you would 


Jefrey the coſt of thoſe armes, and horſe, whe- 


| wish more ouer, that you would not catiſe any 
things to bee prouided now, Beſides if you re- 


ill at play , which eithergs not reſtored, or els 
| not loſt againe to the ſamepartyes, I aduiſe you 


as the men, who arc Lords of ſtates, as your 


ledge of all the wrongs which may bee dopeto 
others by you , noe nor yer your feruants 
( chrough theire negligence ) I could wisb, you 
would commaund it to beepublished, inall the 
Churches of your ſtate , that whoſoeuer had 


ſame, and that ſatisfaction should be giuen him, 
And you sballdoe well, to appoiritthe Prior df 


| Church where you dwell, andſome man: ear- 
| ned in the lawes ; who knowes cheaffairesol 
your ſtate, to heare , and ſce what wete fit to 


| ship Shall doe well to heare your ſelf, ( chough 


; $448 Þ | no. þ 
S:11t Dominique , and the Paſtor of nu 


{ it Should be of ſome trouble to you ) that ſo 


| are, and to make playne ; and in fine thyg 


ſumptuous cloathes, or furniture, or ſuchlike] 


| 
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they may nt (ay els where, rharthis courſe purs 


you to MOre payne , then ir doth, I dehre by all 
meanes, that all this may bee done; for it ſeemes 
tomecto be a fitt remedy of all thoſe wrongs, 
which may concerne your neighbours, & now, | 
iis as eaſy todoe it wellas it vill be hard, if ic be 
adiorned,till after this life. Ler it be noe impedi- 
ment to this, that the world may chaunce not to | 

| 

| 

| 


\ 


likeit; ſince he , whoe reſpects the pleaſure of 
| | | God, will eaſely deſpiſe, that of the worid, 

1} As for thatperſon, with whome your lord- 
ship willed mee to ſpeake , I haue not done it 
yet: for , I hauenow kept my bed tenor twelue 
dayes together, But yeſterday, I roſe, andI will 
take great care to doe what you comaund very 
shortly : and you shall knowe what I finde, 

Since you went from hence , our lord hath 
beene pleaſed to giue mee amuch more particu- 
lar care to recommend you into the hands of his 
mercy, I did not then , vnderſtandthe cauſe, 
Itislike ro bethis thas there is more neede the- 
reof, Be it what itwill, your lordship is to ani- 
mate your ſelf with new courage , to offer 
your ſelf vp to the will of ourlord:like one who 
performes ſeruiceto his father whois ſome great! 
nan, v home hee loues much: your lordship | 

Was not borne for your ſelf, but for God. For | 
euen before you were borne, you were already | 
purchaſed by Ieſus Chriſt, who bought vs, with 
himſelf ( a price of ineſtimable valewe ) to te | 
end that wee , who line, might as S. Paul ſayeth, 
|olline to or=ſelues, but to him. Who is hee, that] .._ 


_ — 


WM 


| 
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will pretead toremayne his owne, now thatki 


ſees himſelf to haue beene bought, by Almighty 


God, and by the price of God himſelf? 


There are men, who offer theinſelues to the 


| loſleof their liues in ſome warr for light cay- 


ſes : and shall wee be (oe deſtitute of courape: 
as not to giue our- {clues to God? He gauehim- 
ſelf for vs , into the hands of thoſe baſe execy. 


 tloners : and $hall not wee aduenture to putt 


our-ſelues into his? He did it, that he might 
dic ; and wee are to doe it, that wee may liue, 
TI would not haue your lordlhipp to be ni- 
oardly herein , but make now this account, 
There is a God; andfor that miſery, which he 
hath endured for mee ; and for thoſe innes 


which he hath forgiuen mee, and for thoſe 


| bleſſings which he hath vouchſafed mee ; 1 


owe my ſelf to him, three thouſand times ouer, 
If hitherto I haue not giuen him, the entire do- 
minion oucr my ſelf, I am ſorry for it, From 


| this inſtant I giue my ſelf-frce ; and without 


any impediment, or obligation otherwiſe; that 
he may rreate me wholy, according to his wil 
and that mine, may ſubmitt it ſelf , to his, 35 
well in the docingof any thing which he com- 
maundes, by his holy lawe: as in the ſuffering 
of any affliction, which he $hall either conty 
nue, or addto mee, Where can Ibe kept bet- 
ter, then in the hands of God , into which! 
putt my ſelf? ſince he ſuffers not his'creaturs 


to be loſt: and was contentto looſe his life,tha! 
I might be enabled to doe this. He would not 


— 
i 


A 


— 


{| 


—_—_ 


: 


— 


\ 


r46 EPISFTLES. 


would not take pleaſure in itt, if he did not 
lefireit. For it is not a proceeding for God to 
ve , ro delire vs to giue him that , which nc 
hathnoe mind to receiue, any more, thenit is 


his cuſtome, tocommaund that wee aske,and 


{yetheforbcareto giue. Aud ſince he hath no- 
|rified his deare willto vs, wherewith hedefires 


our good, and conſequently that wee may bee 


| his : let vs not doubt to beleiue, but that he, 
| (whois ſo carefull ro demaund, and he who 
demaunds with the menace of hell, if it be 


not graunted , and with promiſe of the king- 


[dome of heauen ifit be ) will not be ſlackein 


receiuing that very thing , which he de- 


I 


maunds, | 

Let it notſeemeto your Lordship, that the 
linnes of your former lite, ought to divert you, 
from this amorous embracement of Almighty 
God : ſince he ſtands crying out to a linner, 


{with his armes all open, and ſince he doth ſo, 
[before the (inner calles on him. For thus he 
|faith, Fornicata es cum amatoribus multis , tamen 
 [1everiere ad me, Cf ego ſuſcipiam te. Thou haſt com- 
mitted fornication with many loners: but yet returne 


to mee, and | will receine thee. i 
The $hepheard will not ealily be weary in 


ſeeki ng his loſt sheepe, nor the falkoner in pro- 


curing to recouer his hauke ; and when hefin- 
des her, hetakes her: andreturnes home, with 
much ioy.. | 


EP« 47+ 363 |] 
ackeit of mee, if he did not like it : and he. 
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I fay this, becauſe by what I conceiue of 


——— 


I 7 wn 
— —————_—_—_— — i 


| 264 SPIRITVALL Ep 
your lordsnip, you are endewed with a greater fol 
| meaſure of the knowledze of your ſelf , then of thy| | | 
k nuwle.ige of God : and raerefore, that you will be {0 
more ſubie&to feare, then to hope, and love, 1| | (9! 
wishyou not to rerra@rheill opinionyouhane| | |{f 
| of your ſelfe : confeile , and beleiue , that you 
| haue cauſe: and doe nor ſeeke to remone your tl 
feare, with falſe hopes , and lyes : to diminigh| | |** 
your miſeryes , by that meanes. This would| | |** 


| not indeed proue any diminution, but anaddi- | 

tion of one miſcheif, ypon the backe of another, | |* 

Ih and thelatter, would be worſe then the former: - 
| {and an impediment , in {teed ofa remedy : (ince| 

| God neuer graunts his pardon.and mercy, bit | 


[ro ſuchaone, as vnderſtands his owne miterie. 
|. But beleive, that as wee are more wicked, 
then wee can arriue to knowe : ſoe is God more 
| g00d, theh wee can poſlibly imagine, Anothet. 
| Kind of hart hath he, then wee conceiue, and 

| eſpecially in pardoning : which men knowe | 
J very-ill how to doe, becanſe they knowe not 
{well how to loue. And from hence it growes, | 
| that chey are not able to reach , to that height: 
of mercy, which God vouchſafes to finners, For} 

| as they know nothing by experience of them- 
* [{elues, but anger, againſt ſuch as offendthem | 
(andifthey pardon, there yet retnaynesa thou- 
| | and reliques of the diſguſt , and withall a great 
cooling of theyre loue ) therfore doe they iudge 
| of God, as they would doe of them(clues; and| 
if they ſay with theyre mouths, thatthere is d#-| 
| ference betweene God and man , and that = 


ww 
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| though that ſonne make him angry; bur he cor- 


| ſonnes ; whenſocuer wee would diſpoſe our 


ſelf, which he affordes , what a thing isir, that 
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forgiue as well as they can, yet theyr barts doe 
notbeateto the ſame 11ime,Whea your lordships 
ſonnes Shall bee more growne , and hall baue 
|oiven you ſome diſguits;you will haue had ſome 
ſear, andrtaſte of this, Sh 

The father doth not vnloue the ſonne , al- 


rees him, and ſtill carries z% hart of a father 
towards him. And (oe is our lord wont topro- 
ceede; and whenſoeuer the ſinner hath a mind 
tcoreturne to him, he refuſes not toreceiue him 
into his paternall harr, 

Yeaand euen when he retournes not, he is 
deſiring that he would retourne : and all his 
lines arenot ableto quench this defare in him, 
fort his love is that which ſtill exceeds, 

Now wee gayne this loue, and this retreate, 
intothe hart of God, by him, whois the Mes- | 
diatour betweene God, and men Teſus Chriſt our | 
lord, Who being the naturall ſonne, did gayne 
the adoption of {onnes for vs : and that God 
Should haue the hart of a father towardsvs, his 


| 


| 


(cluesto enioy this benefitt, by meanes of pen- 
nance, and the Sacraments. This loue, is as the 
roote, from whence it proceedes . that Almigh. 
ty Godis content to expect vs, to call vs, to re-. 
celue vs, to pardon vs, and to ſauevs. For if 
wee conlider well, the hart, and loue, where- 


A 


with this fauour is done vs; it will enamour ys, 
and oblige ys more to him, then the fauour it 
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| to a ſuperiour ; or at the moſt, from but an 


from God to man, 1s more then wonderfull. 
And yet, on the other fide, he who $hall not 
beleiue it , in rceſpe& thar it is ſo ſtraunge a 
thing , putts a great affront vpon Almighty 
God, lince he beleiues it not, becauſe it is ſoc 

wonderfull a w orke, 
 » Whereas, on the other ſide it is as cleare 
way whereby. to knowe the workes of God; | 


| make him forbeare to dye for vs : ſoc neither 


if they be foe great, as ro make ſuch wonder, | 


3 
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God dorh foe much loue man, as throughthe| 


mnuchloue he beares him, and pp wn 


the greatoffences which man committes again} | 


him, he yet doth not take this loue from hin; 
nor doth it euer make him ſay, I will lone ſuch 4: 
one nve more, thongh be come to mee avayne :I wil 
not ſeeke him out , nor will I ſend to entreate him; 
that he may retonrne to my bouſe, He ſaith noe ſuch 
ming as this, But that petſeuering loue, doth 
ſtill burne with a lively flame ; and this foe 
very clearely , that as theſe great waters of his 
torments, could not foe quench them, as to 


canthe niuch greater waters of our ſinnes, ex- 
tinguish this enflamed charity of God towards 
vs. But it remaynes cuer conquerour, bothin 
his paynes , and in our offences : ſuticring 
there, and forgiuing heere, Hee who s$hall| 
wonder at this , will haue reaſon, For it 
would be a wonderfyll thing , if this kind of 


loue were shewed, euen from an infcriour, 


equall , to an equall, Butt now , this loue 
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:s know them. For it he be wonderfull , his 
workes are alſo to be ſoe. And if the reſte of | 
his workes be wonderfull , theſe of his loue, 


axe wonderfull in the higheſt degree : foraſ- 


much as they ſpring , out of his goodnes : in the 
manifeſtation whereof, he takes more delight, 
and glory , and yſes it more , then in the mani- 
ſtation of the other attributes, As the Pro- 
pher Dauid ſaith , Miſerationes eius ſuper omnia 
opera eirs, H1s mencyes are oner all by workes., 
How ill therefore are they aduiſed., who re- 
fuſe to beleiue that which God doth , becauſe 
it is much 3 and who refuſe to expecte , and 
hope, becauſe that which he promiſes is much: | 
comparing , and paralleling the great acts of 
God, by the ſoe short meaſure of theyre owne 


| poore vnderſtanding. 


The woeman of Samaria , cannot arriue to 
knowe , how Chriſt our lord can come by any 
water: and much lefſe , how he can beſtow any 
ſuch water, as that whoſoener dranke thereof should 
thirÞ noe more, But our lord faith, that the woe- 
man knowes not the guift of God, nor who it is 
hat aduiſes ber tofaith , and penance : and who 
ls ready to infuſe the holy Ghoſt , into her 


mity with theyre owne poorenes. Placeing 
theyre eyes ypon theyre little ſtrength , and 


hart, And (oe, there are ſtill , men ſoe co- | 
| wardly, and weake in faith, that they cannot 
| beleive any thing of God, bur onely in confor- 


Pſal. 


lohn. 


theyre little deſert : and fo like beaſts of earch | 


they Cceepe ypon theearth, and riſe noe higher, 
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his ſonne, who is his loue, and who {weetnes 


But he that lookes vpon God, whogiues ys: 


Gad towards vs; and in whome he'is ſoc high- 
ly content, and in wh me his diuine eyes take. 
delight, how eanhe doubr , of that hatt, but. 


| neceſſities, which may otcurre to vs, He the- 
refore who knowes this, and defares it as he 
ought , may well hope, that he fhall haue it; 
And with hauing that, he hath all good ; and 
will haue nothing to fearc, as that ſlauemuſt 


doe who wantes loue. 
Make therefore haſte, 


it now. For our Lord commaunded twice; 


ſecond time; when he brought loſue into.the land 
| of promiſe, The firſt, ſignifies the firſt coming of 
a man,froma worldly, and wicked lite , tofol- 


freight way; eſpecially in the eyes of the world: 
'The ſecond is, when God will carry aſoule to 
' his kingdome, and then he commauinds it, to 
; behould jr ſelf with new feruour;and to amend 
ir (elf, and to cutt of all ſuperfluity ; to theend, 
that, with purity, and joy, it may expecte that 
crowne of a kingdome, which the goodnes of 
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' that his people ſhould bee circumciſed. Once | 
when he entoyned Abraham, todoe it; andthe | 


God | 


| 
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| thatit will bee fauourable to vs, when weecall |] 
 vpon it; with pennance;and pititull in ali thoſe |+ Fj 


a 


toloue this Lotd; | þj 
| who loues you ſoe much ; and hath conſerued | 
youſo well, And if euer you had a delireto re- | 
forme your ſelf, and to follow our Lord yet | 
cloſer, beſure that you renew it, and encreaſe | 


low the way of the will of God , which is the| 
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God hath prepared for his ſeruants. Your 
Lotdship mult vſe to confeſſe and comniyni- 

catevfren; for it is a thing, which giues moſt: 
ſrength, and comfort, toheare theſentence of 
'our abſolution,, and to receiue our Lord ſeſws 

Chriſt into our boſomes. You muſt pray, and-' 
read,and gine almes, and doe whatſocuer other | 
wood worke ; our Lord {liall infpire you to. | 


Andler mee knowe how tlie: world goes with } 


yu.And if your Lordshiprecouer your health, | 
wee will yet remaine with hauing put our 
ſule well in order; and with hauing gotten | 


ſrengeh againſt feare, The Holy Ghoſt , thar þ 


great comforter ,, which thtbugh Ieſus Chriſt 
bur Lord; was giuen to ſuch as are welldiſpo- ! 
kd, to receiue tt, dwelleueriri your Lordſhip, : 
nd-teach you how you may beft pleaſe him, | 
dguide you; by the right way, Amen, | 
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Iwhome I ſoe much deſire to ſee improued. They 
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4 Letter of the Autbour to 4 lafly'who was fek, He 
* comforts bey in ber «ſftitions » #0d-animates'..x 
> hex to beere them for the loue, of Chriſt " 

. our lord , who was. ſoe afſli- vn 

\Gedfer ber. 711 x27 | 

Adain I hae adeatian.. thai you-ae]{|i 

lick, andIam not (ory. forit. For if it came 

to you chrough any exclc of pennance, the 

:ni$1nEnt 15 well employed, and if you be ligk 

vpon hoe other reaſon but onely becauſe-gay 

ord ſedes ir t9y994)63;y5Þid i it welcomeina 
houre, as bejng agarbot his Crof, And. though] 
lin ſome reſpect, your paine putres me to paine,| 
ias our lord knowes, yet onthe other fide, Iam| 
glad of it, becauſe I cleary diſcerne the profit | 
'which will be made vpon this occaſion, by one 
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jarc not comforts which I wishto-my children, |] 
bur they are corrections; the time of comfort| 7 
comes afterward, Forthepreſinr, rakenot your| 
;zeyes from of the C roſſe, nar.allyr heart from him 


who placed you on it, Giue not oner till youfin-|| bm e 
jde chat ſufferance is of a ſweet taſte, for thatis 


'the true touch of loue, Take noe compaſſion|] 
ypon your ſclfe , for thereare Hoth in heauen | 
and earth, whohaue  compaſli. - 0D you, from; 
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their very hearts , and that which is laid on you .; 
was very well conſidered of before; and it paſ- 4 
[ſed through the handes of one, who loties you 
with moſt perfect loue, 

Let not your faith grow weake in theſe ne- | ( 
ceſſicies , and dangers , nor your loue by rhe |; 
feeling of theſe afflictids: when the hire is great, | | 
the wide doth not onely not quench it, but | # 
inflame it. And ſoe when a ſoule loues God | | 
burinieſt, any little blaſt of aire puts it out, as|' | * 
it ord doe a candle, But true loue growes vp KF 
nafflition, for it applies more ſtrength where- 
[wich to endure , the more weight, it ſees co- |. } 
ming towardes it, And becaule that louc is of | | 
God , it conquers afflition : and noe water | ' | | 


could ſerue to quench that fire , which comes | * 
towne from heauen; h | 
|| Our lord called you, that you might loue | | 
ſim, and this loue is rioe ſuch thing as muſt || | 
lye.you reaſon to regale your ſelfe. Bur you | | * 
mbſtabhorre your {clfe for the loue of Chriſt] - {\ 
our ford, and denye your ſelfe, ro confefſe him: | 
ad be cruell to your ſelfe,, that you may be. | 
leer and acceptable to his diuine Maieſty. 1f| 
ou loue and deſire to enioy your ſelfe ,'you | | 
muſt ceſolue ro looſe your ſelfe, If you deſire | 
tolee the face of God, you mult pale rowardes 
Jim through the pikes. If you care to lodge 
1nyour hart, caſt your ſelfe away, with 
['! other creatures vpori him, Our lord will | 
["eyou all alone; and all afflicted, not for ariy | . | | 
a he beares you, bur becauſe fince his owne | 
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SPIRITVALL Ep. 48, | 
| | naturall ſonne, was ſ{oe afflicted, he likes not 
to ſre his adopted ſonnes apparrelled with any 
other livery then that, There is nothing ſoe 
beautifull in his ſight, as.to ſeetheimage of his 
onely begotten ſonneinvs, And as there is no. 
thing,vpon which aſoule can (oe gladly looks, 
as vpon our Jord leſus being tormented for loue 
of vs yponthe Croſſe, and the more aftlicted and 
deformed weſee him there,, the more beaurifyl} 
he ſeemesto ys,ſoe the more wee {uffer for God, 
| | the more beaurifull wee shall ſeeme to him, . 
| Niris it much, that a ſoule which defiresto 
| ſceme handſome in the fight of God , $hould 

adorne it ſelfe with ſuch curious cicapling We 
| TerS, as may enamour his divine Maieſty by his 
ſecing her ; ſince the women of the world doe 
many thinges which putthem to no ſmall trou- 
| ble, and charge , ſae that,they may contentthe 
fonnes of men, Madam we muſt caſt our skjn- 
nes, before we shall.be. pleaſing to Almighty 
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10g conſumed, it comes reſplendent 
from the Crucible, .-:.- 3 


. 


| Let vs be ashamed of. þcing.ſoe weake eln2 
buſznes which is ſoe great, as to import the,plct: 
fing of Almighty God. and' if we vnderiiagd. 
this poyne well indeed, ,we should get heart: 
euen to shed our blood for him , that foe, we 
| might appeare fairer in his _ As a certalne 
holy Ercmite, conſidering this very thing, and 
ſeeing a woman of the world goe ſoe gallant, 
_ land foe well adorned, he began to weepe ane 
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ay, Pardon me, O ford: \ pardon. me I beſeech ; 
thee: for the cariods dreſſing, w "_ this wo- 

man, beſtowes vpon her (elte in this one day, 
to pleaſe the eyes pf the world,ouerſtrips all the 
paines which I have taken many yeares for the FE 
plealing of thine, 

Foe that , my good lady, this evitiviciſ of 
loue is noe matrer of words bur of forr ow, of | 
bitter torments , of tlie dishonour ofthe world, | | 
of being abaridoned by the creatures thereof, & | 
ſometimes euen of the ſeeming abſence from 
the proteion of che Creatour, And notwith- |, |} 
ſtanding all this a man muſt cary a good coun- | | 
tance, and not be ſubiect to complaintes, Or 
bieRion of heart : but he muſt reſemblethat: 
Martyr, whoſe bowels they drew out of his bo- || 
&, and whoſe flesh they tore from his bones, 
with iron combes : and yet there ſounded noe 
word out of his mouth but the name of Ieſws, | 
nor was there any thing in his hart , but Bleſſed" 
beGed, togeather with apurpoſe coendure yet | 
more, if God should diſpoſe himſelfe to ſend fir; | 

To ſuffer for Chriſt our lord, is greatglory, 
and Godimpartes not thar | burt to ſuch a one, | 
[8 whome he lotes mach. A orcat mercy it is'to | | 
gincag guilty perſon hillips, and to releaſe thoſe 
courges , which were his dew, and if thar| 
wherein we ſtand obliged tothe ;uſtice of God, 
may be fatisfied by what we cad ſiffer herein | | 
thename of God leevsfall to worke, and Jet bet | 
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Pay whatſoeuer his diuine Maieſty willimpoſe, - 
| loe that bein gone from hence*7 we' may* Ift- _ | 
oi I on I 


1374 _ SPIRITVALL. Ep. 48.|| 
ſtantly by behold the face of God. Let ys] | |bis 
| labour in this banishment of ours ; for inſtant-/ cru 
ly vpon the end thereof, we ſhall be landed in| | | w# 
| our owne country, S. Avuguſtme ſaith that he| | | NE? 
wrongs 4 Martyr who prayes for him when be js | | | tbe 
dead;for Marryrdome makes aſoule fly ſtreyghe 
vp to heauen, Let vs therefore labour to be 
Martyps by our patience in affliction , for 
though our perſecution be not {oe greiuous 
as theirs was for the time, yet it laſtes lon- 
ger, And we ſhould indeed defire , that this | 
life might not be too recreatiue , but x 
meere Martyrdome, For ſuch was the ial 
our Lord, and ſuch doth hee deſire that our$ 
ſhould be. To F | 
There have beene many martyrs for. the 
faith of Chriſt our Lord , but in fine many] 
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are gone to heauen , who were not ſoe. *But| | |"! 

we all muſt be the Martyrs of loue , it ' we: Y: 

.mcane to goe thither, This loue muſt tor-| Fo! 

| | ment vs,and put ys to paine , both becaule| P as 
bi | our {clues oftend God , as alſo becauſe others fre: 

| doe it, This loue muſt depriue vsof the com-| pal 

\ forts of this life, and mult load our ſhoulgers] | tak 


— 


with a Croſſe. This loue muſtmake ys firſt im-| | 
[ brace afflition , and then paſle oyer it , in Kir 
| the flame which was Kindled by our loue-of | 
God. This makes ys endure dishonours with-| | |! 
out feeling them as wine doth a drunkard.| | | 
This loue is in this, like allother loue, that] kn 
whoſoquer polelles it ſeekes not himſelf but}, | | Pf! 
his. beloued, who in our calc, is God aloneand | to! 
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his holy will. But this loue which now is foe | BE: 
| cruell , how full of compaſſion will it be atter- | 
wardes, to him who hath bowed downe the |_ | 
head to receive, Martyrdome at the hand 
thergof 2 Ny 
A man cannot eaſfily feele the force: of 
loue, wherewith it torments' heere, nor that 
wherewith it comforts aftetwarde, Let vs be- E 
ſeine it”, ſince God hath daid, it; and let vs A 
walke on in the faith, which we haue in his | | 
words ; for we haue yet a long way to make. 
Chooſe which you had rather hane , eyther 
long afflitions, or els very great ones , for 
[noe man can ſcape ſuffering mich, eyther in | 
one fashion or another, Be not ſorry far this, 
for if God giue you much affliction, iris be- þ 
cauſe your many ſinnes deſerue it ;' and ſoe | 
you are to make your payment heere , and 
I beſeech our Lord that you may doe foe. 
For if I should dye , before you want to | 
Purgatory , perhaps you might - want a 
freind whoe would carry ſo much com- 
paſſion ro your ſoule as my felf ; and would | 
[take foe much care to free it , 'and if you | 
dye firſt , I ſhall haue paineenough, in thin- 
[King of you. | Wy | 
Excuſe: mee , for it js not fitt , that | 
ether you'or I , ſhould haue an eye to' our 
Owne eaſe ; but that although wee should 
know , that after this life wee muſt ſuffer | 
paine , yet heere we mult alſo take courage 
to ſuffer aftlictions for loue , & loue is content 
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 SPIRITVALL. 


Gal. 2, 


Chriſt our lord live in_me , and that Chriſt, who 
| wascrucified;exhauſted, abandoned by all the 


ſuite, I would defire noe other, then to haueat-| 


| be glory, through the eternity of all eternityes-| 


with nothing , but loue. Chriſt our lord (uffe 
 redfor our loue. Chriſt our lord carried the Crofe 
ſe; and letr vs help him to cary it on, Chriſt our 
lord is dishonoured , and I renounce honour, 
Chriſt our lord ſuffered rorments, and there. 
foretheyshall be welcome tome. He v\ as ſubie 
to many necefityes, andI ſubmitte my ſelfetg: 
the ſame, For me he made himſelfe a ſtranger, 
and I deſire nor'to be the owner of any lingle 
thing, wherein niy:;heart may reſt. Hedyed for 
' me; and lett my life be a continuall death, for 
the loue of him, Let me live yet now not me, butlet 


— 
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' world, and receiuedalone by Almighty God, - | 
- This Chriſt I loue ;-vpon the Croſſe will] 
ſceke him, and from thence haue I noedelire to} 
 figde him, Let him diſpoſe of me, how hewilk| 
\fogmmy,part I will ſuffer affliction for him, Ler| 
him chooſe wherher he will giue me any reward 
ornoe; forthe yery ſuffcring it ſelfe, is an abun- 
dantreward, Andif he would grauat me a great 


flictions : for thereby I may know that I loue} 
:him, and that he alſoe loucs me, ſince he layes| 


[me vypon the Croſſe , where himſclfe lay, For | 
though I haue noe/ayme at mine. owne profitt, 


| 1 


yetI know full well that ifI continue vpanthe 
Croſſe, he will cary me to his Crowne, To him] 
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A Letter of the Authour , to one , who forme) ly.bed | 


death. He congratulates his departure hence, and 


t Qrder; and he gines hun great hope, of the eternall 
kinsdome , by meanes of the bloud of Chrift our 
Lord, | 8 


tT' HE grace of the holy Ghoſt, be ever with 
L you. Though heere they fay that you are 


lung, ſoeas a man may thinke, that whileſt. 
am writing this, you may already beenioying, 


ter towards you ; congratulating. with you, 
your promotion to that Prebed, inthe Charch of 
the celeſtiall Ieruſalem ; where, without all cea- 


In a good houre, both to ſee all Good, and-to 
|poſletle it, for all eternity.Goe inagood houre, 
[tothe boſome of the celeſtiaN father, where he 
entertaines thoſe lambes of his , with glory; 
which heerc-he fed with his grace , and corre- 
[ed with his diſcipline, . 
| » Now my good Father , shall you ſee the 


beene 4 diſciple of bis, and then being of the Sqcie; i 
' ty of Jeſus , was growen to be, at the poynt of 


| 


| his goeing to enjoy the fruites of bis labour mn his | 


ypon the point of paſling into he land, of the | 


thedeare imbracements of our all{wceteTeſus; | 
yetI thought it not amiſle, to venture this let- 


ling \ Godis praiſed, and ſeene, fate to face. Goe | 
1n a good houre, moſt deare father, goe I ſay, | 
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| a Religious liſe, and in giuing you grace, inthe! $ 
| ſtregrth whereof, youdiſpiſing the world, might] | | fruit 
| follow him, by the way of the Creſſe. For now| | | ce;t 
| inrecompence thereof, he will giue you heaven into 
| for your Rel:g10us Order, and zlory for that Croſſe, | | |j0 10 


SD 


| which you haue borne for his ſake. Bleſſed be| | jtion 
{| our lord leſws Chrif}, who hath goodnes enough, | | | mak 
to induce him togiue ſuch glory , to ſuch wor.| | |patc 
| mes of the carth;ra:ſing vp the poore man ont of te| | | him 
duſt, that be may ſitt among" the Princes of bts people, | | | very 
{ Happy is the houre of our corporal death,fince| (cod 
{ thereby wee arecxalted, & intitled totake our the.l. 
: ſeate, am6glt thoſe printes, who liue eternally, | I | asf: 
| inthe high preſenceof God. Q day, which is| | |dro\ 
| the end of laboyrs, and theend alſo, of finnes, |. | | wee 
andin which, wee aſcend to ſerue our Lord,in| | | deac 
good carneſt, and not as wee are wont todoe| || |real 
heere below , where wee are all diſcomforted, | | | heb 
through the ' imperfections of thoſe ſeruices, | || 
| which we performe to God. For heerea man| | | Goc 
' goes halting, & faynting with hunger, through] |. whi 
his deſire to pleaſethat diuineMaielty, & to ſer-| | |had 
uehim with all the ſoule.But in heaue, this deli-| 
reis perfected, & that, in ſo c6pleat a manner, 
that allthe whole man, is imployed inthe {er-} J|&r 
uice, & praiſe of God, without being ſubiectro] Þ |ne' 
the leaſt impedimer,which may interpoſe itſelf] | |Go 
| . Bleſſed be. God, who bath, ſoe ſoone beene Tis, 
pleaſed to gather you vp, into his granary, leaf] | | we: 
| oallice might els hane chaunged your mind , and to { (et 
| ſhew you theriches of his bounty , whofor ſoe} of 
few yeares of ſcruice , imparts an eternity 7 of ! as 
reward, ; 
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\joloue him, rhough it be with many impc-.tec- 
tions. But he wathes them away by his bloud, 
making ys partakers of his Sacramets, And the 
| 
| 
| 


'paternallloue, which he beares vs, both makes 
him eaſily encline to pardon our faults, & ro be 
very copious in rewarding our ſernices. And'he 
codudts vs through the middelt of the red iea, to |- P/4! 
the.lend of promiſe diuidingvs, fromour flinnes | '** 
[asfarre of , as the Ealt, is fromthe Welt, and | 
drowning them in his bloud. Soc thataltzough 
| wee may fee them ſtill, yet wee ſhall ſeethem | 
dead, & they will ſerue but to giue vsmarter, & 
reaſon, to praiſe our Lord, who hath catt both 

the borſe and horſernan, into the ſea, *' © 
'_ _ GoeSir, with the benediction of our lord | 
God, to enioy the riches of your deer Father, | 
| which he gayned for you, with the launce in his | 
had, & by thedding his owne bloud, who ncuer 
faylestoſuccourallſuch as place theire hope, 8& 
loue in him, It istrue that wee ſhall mille you, 
&that ee ſhall thinke our ſclues to be all alo- 
ne when we are heere without you, bur.lince 
God hath deſined you tothis great happynes,ler'| 
Vs, who loue you, hould it for our owne, And | 
wee who in our owneright , ſhall lament, will i 
yetreloyce with you in yours, like the brothers 
of Rebecca, who is ooeing to be eſpouſed, with 
ack, which ſignifies 11, And therefore, we” 
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| Gen, | [ay to you, you are our brother , and wee deſire that| 
| 24. [you mayencreaſe to thouſands of thouſands , and that 
your ſeede may poſſeſſe the gates of your enemyes. 

| I doenotpretend to tell you, how you muſt 
prepare your ſelf, for this Feallt, for there you| 
 haue them, whocandoe it,and who will helpe 
; you to palle on, out of the hands of men, into 
the hands of God, And let ourlord who came 
into the world for you, and who aſcended vp 


i 


PF. 22. 0 the Croſſe for you, be he who fuccours you 
inſuchſorte, that though you walke in the middeft | 
| { of the shadow, of death, you may yet feare noe ill.| 
See you call ypon him, for though you ſhould 
| | bec wm the whales belly , yet he harkenes to his 
ſeruants , euen when they are there, Call vpon 
= | ps Bleſſed Mother, who is alſo ours, Call vpon 
| 5 [the Saints, whoareour Fathers, and our bre- Ih 
| chren ; for with ſuch helpes as thoſe, you can-| | |** 
| - |notfearetolooſethe celeſtiall kingdome, + | _ 
| And if our lord, will haue you paſſe through op 
| Purgatory, let his name be bleſſed ſtill ; for foe]. oſt 
| that you may haue hope to ſee him, you ſhall} | ®: 
| gladly endure any thing', which may be impo-| wu 
| ſed. I beſeech Chriſtour Lord who dyed for} ||?! 
| you, to accompany you at your death, and re-| Yi 
| celueyouinto his owne armes , whenyoude-| on 
parteout of this life, Say you to him, as hee}. ma 
"0M {aydto-his Father, [n manus tus Pater , commends) 7 
 "'[piritummeur, AndI confide in his mercy , that) 7 
you ſhall be receiued by him, as aſonne; and . | 
[treated asthe heire of God,and coheyre with- "a 
JChnourLongd. |. | ee NI 


— 
. S* be —— 

- 

* 
__ FA —_ WW — ITT 
aaa n= Aa — ——_—_—— — 
—_— — — — a. til. Ai TEC 
| 
F 


Cre re nn ——_— DAS RT DR ———— 
y EPISTLES. Ep. 50. 381 | 


wh 


=. A_—_—_ 


NN WAIVE IAC IC ICACIACA 


A Letter of the Authour to a Religious 
woeman, Who Was neere her acath. 
He encourages her , and shewes 
how she uc to carry her ſelf, | 
at that time. 


D Euout ſeruant of .Chriſt our Lord; you} | 
ſent mee word , that you were in the, laſt | 
daycsof your life; and that this, was the time, | 
wherein you deſired meeto remember you. Soc 
[doe, And though the newes yougiue mee, is 
not pleaſing to fleſh and bloud ; yer when 1 
loke ypon you , with chriſtian eyes , it is to. 
recreate my ſoule. And foe is it alſo to.recreate 
yours, as our Lord faith in the Ghoſpell. ; when 
thoſe things beginne to shew themſclues , looke. about 
J'w, and lift vp your beades , far your redemption is 

|neere at hand, For though Chriſt haue freed you 
dy his goodnes, & the merit of his bloud, from 
mortall finnes ; yet {till you are in daynger.of 
committing euenthen, and you actually com-. 
mitt ven:al innes; and you are ſtill inthe capti-_ 
uty of your body, whichis ſoe ſubie@to milſe- 
tle, as that it makes, euen aS. Pauland i 
who arelike him, jigh andgreane and fay ,as| 


lim ſelf relates it, that they lived in expeBation of 
tle redemption of ter body, | 
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Butthere, you ſhall neither finne mortally, | | [tic 


! | noryenially. For by meanes of thebloud of that] | |vf- 
1 lambe, which was ſhed for ys, hell, where they thc 
eter finne, ſhall haue nothing rodoc with you, | | [ti 
+ bur onely Purgatory; where though they ſuffer, | | thi 
} | yet they ſinne not, And from thence, you ſhall| | | C! 
goCc forth to ſceyour ly pouje,to enioy that blifle, | yo! 
| which he wonne for-you, with the nailes in his| | | pr 

hands,and with his feete faſtened to the Croſſe | [| 
| And foraſmuch as, itis aſtrangerthing , toſee| | |: 


F God nailed vpona Croſſe, then to ſee you placed| | |}! 
| inhtaxes; 1 confide in his goodnes, that; fincehe| | | 
F had mercy enough; to make him doe the more; | | |)! 
| | he willnor want it forthar which is theleſſe, | "m 
1110 


| Thitherwill he carry you, thither, I ſay,will} 
| he carry you, to remaine with himſelf,” For the ue 
' . | efponſalls, which heere were celebrated betwee-| Þ | Wu: 
; neyou, when you ſolEhely made Profeſsion;that| | | 226 
| | you would liuc and dyc in the ſtate of Religion, | | |'*9: 
'was 6neday to be concluded, by that being, to-| Gen 
gether both of him the ſpouſe, and of her, hisfel-| Þ |: 
low ſpouſe in heauen, There ſhall you ſee yottr | 9 
ſelf, inſoe-great liberty;and aboundance, that | 

; | youwilleſteemeyourincloſure, & afflitions, | | jj;"!?, 
IL heere, fo#well employed. Andthere will they| WE 1 
| oiue you! a body, which though in ſubſtance] ||; 
| it ſhall be the yery ſame, which heere you ha-|| ] |; 
| ue;; yet {hall it be yery different,in health; and li Motl 
| life, and other things: And you will incomp#| | [#5 
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|__| rably more reioyce in it there, then you haue | _ 
| ſuffered in it, heere, All entire, all entire," ug 
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there;and ſoe beautified,asis fitfor the honour 
of him, who tooke you or his ſpoyſe Leſ# Chriſt 
thelord, both of this, & the other world. Be not | 
therefore diſmayed , when you are to dye, by | 
thinking of: what your owne finnes deferue. 
Chriſt our lord,can docallthings,and he loues: 
you, & will not forſake you. And lince he hath 
| preſerued you, in thistime of your nauigation,, | 
amonelt all the tempeſts_of this life; be{ure, | 
that he will not ſuffer youto periſh, now that 
youaregoeingtodil! nbarke. 
* Purt your (cif wholly into his hid, offering 
your ſelf entirely,to him borkrinlife, & death, 
2ndto whatſocuer he will. And beg! pardon of | 
him ,by his bloud, forall that, wherein you ha-. | 
ue offended him: and being confelled, & com- |} 
'municated, caſt your ſelf headlong 2t his feere, | 
anddefire of w/c one drop of his bloud , whe. | 
reby you may be waſhed, and haue great confi 
dence, that you ſhall bee foe. 


' Beas reſcrued, to yourſelfe,& as free Ginn all | 


conucrſation asthe {taregtyour beknelſt 4” 
permit. For.ou 5h 550 hewas todyl 

his diſciples; | : th e might a. in ſolitude3te'| 
ns facher,giujngy {oto vn erltad; thatin this 
[tf pres, we rg reſeblehim, Andletyour diſs 
courl; c be with Chriſt our, lexd u& wirhbis! Bl 
Mother, Aþ d.totheend that, _ .infirmity dis 
uert your. nor , from them; it will bewell, "ahas 
You behould,; an jmage of the Crucifix ; & ofhis, 
Wether Rxding by him, Giue thakes to our lord, 
With your whole hart, for the faugur he: -hath 1 


Or mera immu PIE PO AT TE 1 


EET 


— 


—  _ _<—<A—_—_— 


—T ——a— — RN — a= - 


—  — — —— — —— 


4 A —_— Oo -* 


| 


8 


| 


——— A ...t. 6 


— 


— 
—_— uf. 


-- - 
SS tht. ne I” EY 


—— ee, ——_ 


lefaRours , as are repentant. And repoſe you 
there, and conceivetrong hope, that by mea- | 
nes ofhis bloud ; and'dea hy , you ſhall goe, and | 
 enioy, that life i it ieauen, which never is to | 
{haueanend, Our Lol Izs vs be ever with 
you. Amen, | 


| BRED 


£ Letter of he idaliele'o' woeman , who did | 
; greatly feele the abſence and dirfdnens of our 
: Lord. He animates ber to confide in our Lord; and'| 
be afſiigned dinerſe cauſes ; why God afflifies 4ipl 
f(ernants ; end of the Fruit, which his Dinine Mas | 
"0 _— from nent 


_—_——— 


| De: not conceiubihdt to 'be anger in out | 

D  L'drd; which trideede okaIFom true || 
lene; For as he, who bearts Hwilleo another, ; 
idoth flarter ſomittinics ; and fawne pon him; 
lerue loue ſometiities corre&ts and chides. 
drhe holy ſcripture ſaith , Thar the wonndes, 
{wbich are given by him , who [ones: are beiter ; then 
the fielſe kiſſes of him , who hates. And therefore 
lwedbe him an extreame wrong, who reproues |: 
'or puniſhes ys our of the bowells of his loue, if 


 wEthinke orſay,thar lie perfecutes vs, as if he | 
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done: you, whether they be generall, or parti«{;j ues 
(cular; and caſt your ſelf into the wounds of {i 
"Chriſt oul Lord; which is that $ anfuary ; out: A 
| of which, his luftice; mult not draweſuch ma-* | 


Joues. v 
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loves ys not, Doe not forgett , that the Media- | 
ur betweene God the Father and vs, is Ieſws 
frifour lord, by whome we are beloued, and 
yed with ſo ſtrong a bond of love , that no- 
thing is able to vndoe ic, if man himſelf do not 
cuttthe knott, by the guilt of morrall finne, 
Hue you ſo ſoone forgotten, that the bloud 
of leſs Chriſt cryes out in the demaunde of mer - 
cefor vs? and that his crye is ſo loyde, as that 
idrownesthe crye of our finnes, ſo that itcan- 
tot be heard 2 Doe you not know , that if our | 
ones should ſtil] remayne aliue, notwithſtan- 
dingthat Chriſ} Teſs dyed to defeate them, his 
kth should be of licle worth; ance ir could 


Almighty God , thathe holdes it for a ſufficient,” 
jeaa ſuperaboundant diſcharge; forasmuch as 


toncernes his parte therein ; of all the.ſinnes of | 


the whole worlde, and of athouſand worldes, 
| there were ſo manie, H | 

They, who arelofſt, ate not loſt for want of 
payment, but for want of ſeruing themſclues 
liereof, by meanes of Faith and Pennance, and 


the Sacraments of the holie Church. Settle once | 


this truth in your hart, and doe it ſoundly, that 
Chriſt our lord tooke the buſineſle of our te- 
&mption to his owne charge as verily, as if it 
lad beene his owne ; and he calles our finnes, 
lis: by che.mouth of Dauid, ſaying : Long? a [a- 


ute mea , verbe deliftiram eorum ; And he de- 


tot worke that effect > Letno man ſett alight | 
price vpon that, which was (o highly valued by |] 
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committed none; and he defired with-a moſt 
profound internall loue, that his ſeruants mighe{| 
be beloued, as if he haddefired ir for himſelf{| 
andas he defiredit, he obtayned ir, F or, accofil 
ding to the ordinance of God, he and we are 
much one thing , that either he and we-muſths| 
| beloued, orheand we muſt be abhorred, Anql 
| lince heneither js , nor can euer be abhorred)} 
neither can we alſo be (o, if webe incorpors| 
redinto him, by Faith and Loue, Bu indeede, 
becauſe he1s beloued, we are alſo beloued, and 
that iultly : becauſe he weighes more, toward 
the making of ysto be beloued , then we dos! 
ro make himbe abhorred. And the Father lv 
ues his Sonne, more , then he abhorres ſuch ſus 
ners, asare conuerted to him, And as one, whio| 
was much beloued by his Father, he ſaid to him 
to this effect : Either loue them, or loue not me 
for I offer myſelf inpardon oftheir ſinnes, tothe 
ende,that they may be incorporated into myſelk 
{ The greater loue ouercametheleſſer hate, & we 
are bcloued, pardoned, and iuftified : & we haue 
great hope not to be forſakenthere , where the- 
| reis ſoſtrong a knott of loue, 

If through our weakeneſle we be affli&td 
with exceſliue feares, ( asnow you are, conce- 
uing that God hath forgotten you)our lord hath 
prouided you acomfort; ſaying thu by the Pro 
phet : Shall the mother perhaps be able to forget 
take pittie vpon the childe of ber wombe ?' well , if 5h ql 
| doe , yet will not I«forgett thee + for I carrie Mt 
written 1m my hands, O writing , wh ich artſo 
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frme , whoſe perme be hard nayles , whoſe\ | 
inke is the bloud ir ſelf of him , who writes, | 
Ind the paper is his owne very flesh : and his | 
I|word ſaith thus: I bane loved thee with an eternall | 
Wile, and therefore I baue drawen thee towards me 
with mercie. | | 
Sacha writing therefore as this, muſt not be | 
lile eſteemed , eſpecially when one findes in | 
himſelf, that his ſoule is drawen by the {yyeete- 
eſſe of good purpoſes, which are l1gnes of that 
ternallloue , wherewith our Lord hath choſen 
and loued him. Be not thetefore (candalized, 
or afflicted for any of theſe rhings, w hx happen 
to you: lince they all are diſpenſed by thoſe very 
bands, which were nayled cothe Crofle for you, 
teſtimony of the loue hee bare you. And if you 
dire to vnderſtand, what you gett heereby, in 
theintEtion of God who ſendes them, you muſt 
know, that they are tryalls, whereby you may be | 
examined:that afterward (as one, who hath bee- 
cefaithfull in the confli&t)you may be crowned | 
dythe hid of our lord, wichaCrowne of Tuſtice, k 
And to the ende , you may not thinke, | 
that the particulars , which you endure, are | 
bones of reprobation : and that they are ſent 
by our Lord to hone but wicked men, heare 
what Dauid ſaith in his owne perſon , and of 
many others, who yalked inthe way of God: | | 
[ ſayd in the exceſſe of my ſutle , that | am caſt | 'p,1, | 
if before the countenance of {thine eyes. And | zo, 
ough this diſmay of hart , and the disf- | 
lvour , which wee finde in the midieſt_ 
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|| doth this darke obſcuritic , and inward affli. 


| . s. . . 
| fore he wounds chem in rhe ſpiritt , wherein 


. . \ 
| therefore be ſureto giue a good acconpt of that 


| the matter , and open the mouth of youy hath 


| thereof, bea thing, which doth much afflige| 
| and that the ſoule can take no ayme of howi| 


| ftandes. in the light of God , nor how it hall 


| {tande,, nor what cnde that Crofle shall have; 
yet ricucrthelelle there are few things in the 
world, which are ſo forcible to purge line, 
or which teach a man ſoe manie trutheg, x 


tion , which makes the ſoule {weate droppes 
of bloud. 

Our lord ſendes this to his ſeruants , tha 
they may nor defarte this life , without feeling, 
whar croſles and tribulations arc, And there- 


they liue: For, if he should but wound themin 
teemporall chings, to whichthey aredead, they 
would haue no {ence at all thereof, You muſt 


dangerous paſlage , wherein God hath beene 
pleaſed ro beſtow you : andyou mult adoxe.by; 


head of yours , without anie more fifting into 


to ſwallow downe this pill of darkenefle, and 
deſolation , and disfauour of God, throughtix 
obedience, which you owe to the ſame God, 
| And knowe for ccrtaine, that vnleſſe you have 
a minde to breake your word, and vnfay your 
ſclfin this tryall , which God ſendes to you, 
you muſt reſolue to make yourſelf {trong , ® 


| the Angell diJ Ioſue : and you , muſt liv 


tudgements, And being comfogted chrough| 
conhidence inhis gooduclle, bowe downetha| 


tre 


P—_ —— <_— 


—_ — _ —— —- - — — —— —— 


: 


| 
| 


, EPI &T L E "a * Ep. 5T, 389 


I [dying euerie day , 25 S. Pau! did, ES 
|| You mult be bake io tie hire of trivulation, | 
I that ſo you may gro:v hard, like ante bricke : | 
and fitt to reſiſt the rayaes, and windes of cemp- þ *« 
ation , and troubles, and that you be not ſoft, | 
lkethg daivbing of a wall, which is inſtantly 
difolued by water , and no way fict for a {trong 
building, For the people , who are to be placed] {| 
inthat houſe of heauen , muſt be beaten, and} | 
hammerd here on carch by the knockes of manie | 
cibulations and temprations , asitis written: | |} 
Opr lord tryed them, and found them worthie of bim |. | 
flf. Learne you therefore to ſuſtains your ſelf; fs ' 
with ſtrong foode; and triveto conuerte theſe | 
ſtones of tribulation into bread, if you deſire ro | 
have the teſtimonie of being the childe of God, | 
Andif hegiue you an appetite to eate the white, 
and new bread of conſolation, rewitt it back. 
aaine to the will of ourlord : and be content 
with being ſure, that you snall haue ſo much of | | 
that in the next world , as thatthe (weetnelle | 
thereof, will farrc and faire exceedethe recom» | | 
pence, which might be duc for anie bitterneſle | 
luſtayned in this. And in ftcede of thoſe hard | 
bones, which here they cgaue youto be grawed f 


| 

| 

| 

o 

won, by your ſoule : you hall there be em- | 
| 
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ployed in feeding vpon tat moſt ſauorie bread 
of life, which is God himlclf: andrthereof there | | 
Will neuer be an ende, And therefore hope | 
br this, and comfort yourſelf with this : for 
the buſineſſe , whereof wee are now in que-= 
ſtion , is nor fite for them, who are either of 
— on — —_—_—— aps ws 4 | 
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| and bloud, you will thinke them to be the 
| very markes of hell, and even a beginning the. 


| God hides his face, and {hewes the ſoule no fa- 


| and hath a taſte cuen of the very tormentsof 


| which you may hauc to eſcape, but you mull 


—— 


a delicate life, or a weake faith, 
| ___ You willſce yourſe}t many times in ſuch 
a Kinde of ſtate by theſe afflitions, as that if 


you conlider them with the ſcnſe of flegh 


- 


reof,; but yet you mult ſuffer it with patience, 
though ic be without comtort, yea and though 
you do not ſo much as feele your owne conh- 
dence; that fo you may knowe , what it is, to 
ſufferin good carneſt, For as long as a man' 
confidence is very ſtrong , there is nothing, 
which can afflicte him very much, but when 


uour, but disfauour; and when it is perſecuted 
by encmies, and yet feeles not the _ of her 
good friend, then indeede is it pure ſuffering, 


hell. You will not then diſcerne any hope, | 


content yourſelf with this, that you deſpaire 
not;andlet that diſcomfort be accepted by you, | 
in penance for your finnes, wherein once you] 
rooke delighy;and let itatlength ſerue to make 
youclearely ſce, how litle that is, which you 


tt 


are able to doe of yourſelf, Itis but reaſon, that | | 


he, who finnes by Iouing and liking himſelf, 
ſhould pay for it, by being inwardly and pro- 


foundly disguſted with himſelf ; and thathe,| 


| who had confidence in himſelf, may ſee, to bis 


coſt, that be js good for nothing. 
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Through this fire muſt you palle, if you! 
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lefie to enioy the reſt of heauen, In this warre | | 
muſt you ouercome , if you will deſerue the 
Crowne of that kingdome, Conlider , how 
'the holy Scripture ſaith : Bleſſed is the man , who [facob 1 
ſuffers temptation , for when be Shall haue beene 


red | he 1s to veceine the Crowne of life , which | 


7 promiſed to them , who loue- hdm, If the 


Crowne contente you, let not the tryall diſ- 
|pleale you; and therecan be no triall without | 
temptation 3 and no temptation of troubles | 
[can be coming towards you, which palles 

not from the hand of God, who 13 your fa- | 


ther; and who mcaſures out ſo much thereof, 
25 may be fitt, and neither to fall shorrt in reſpect 
[of your profit, nor to ouerflowe in reſpect of 
your weakenelle. | Eng 
Feare not to drinke with patience, of 
that , which God dranke with loue. And 
God himſelfe faith to vs ; My ſonne , doe 
not caſt thyſelf into anguich , when thou art Prow.z. 
correfked by Almizbtie God. | For' hee correfqs 
bim , whome he lones , as the father doth the 
[ſonne , in whome hee delizhts. And elſewhere 
[he ſaith : Doe not deſpiſe- thyſelfe m ty weake- |g..; 36 
|neſſe , but pray to G1d , aud bee will care thee, 
And now , ſince we are commaunded , on | _ 
the parte of God , that whatſoeuer happen, | 
we mult not be diſmayed , let vs make our 
recourſe to him ,, vpon the confidence, 
\Which we haue in his word ; and let vs beg 
his fauour , which hce cannot fayle to at- 


forde, 
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| me-be changed from deuout to ſlacke , and 


ſecute and fright me, let them threaten me 
'with hell and , lay ten thouſand dangers be- 


[and ſobbing for my ſinnes , and by caſting 


| pe athis hands , (that lord, who is ſo meeke, 


_ © Oklilter, and if we could bur ſee, how deare 
and precious we are in the eyes of God ! Oh | 
that we could bur ſee, how deepely he holdes 
vs lodged jn his hart, and how neare we are to 
him, when we may perhaps conceiye our ſel. 
uesto be caſt furtheſt of ! Bleſſed be our lord 
Teſus Chrift , for hee it is , whome with a full 
mouth yye proclaime to be oyr hope. Nothing 
can ſo fright me , as hee can ſecure me, Let 


tepide : from goeing towards the comforts of 
hequen , to goe towards the darkeneiſe of the| 
blacke pitt of hell. Let mee be enuironed by 
my finnes , which are paſt , and by feares, 
which may bee to come : let the deuills ac- | 
cuſe me, and lay ſnares for me : let menper- 


fore me, and yet after all this, by ſighing, 
mine eyes yp to Chriſt our lord , deſiring hel- 


ſo benigne , ſo full of mercie , and that moſt 
firme and faithfull louer of mine , cuen to| 
death ) and I cannot be perſwaded , to diſ-| 
confide ; efpecially when I conſider , that 
was valued at ſo high a rate, that God himſelf 
was giuen for me, 
 O Chriſt, thou hauen of ſecuritic- for all: 
them, who being bruſed and battered by the | 


tempeſtuous waues of their owne harts , and 


_ 


gs 
tlye to thee, for {uccour ! O thou founti- 
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| ne of living waters , to thole ſtags, who are 
emboſſed, and pincht by thole ſpirituall dogs, 
which are the deuills, and their owne f1nnes. 
Thou art that profound internall reſt , the 
hope , which neuer fayled , the proteCtion of 
orphans , andthe defence of widowes. Thou 
art that firme houſe of ſtone, which gineſt re- 
ceipt to thoſe porcupines , which are ſo tull 
of roughneſle , and ſharpenelle,, rhrouga their 
linngs, if with groanes, and deſire of pardon, 
they fly cowards thee, Thou defendelſt vs from 
the wrath of Gad , to which we are ſubiect, 
And although ſometimes thou commaundeit 
thyDiſciples to enter into the ſea without thee, 
|rhat ſo they may be weaned by litle and litle fro 
thy ſ\wecte conuerſari6; & though, when thou 
art abſent, ſuch rempelts of the ſea may riſc, as 
to putt the ſoule into hazard of being loſt, yet 
ſtill thou forgetteſt themnor, Thou biddeſt 
them departe from thee , and yer euen very 
then, thou goeſt to pray for them, They thin- 
ke, thou haſ} layed them alide, andthat thou 
lleepeſt; and thenart thou vpon thy knees for 
tiem, And when three partes of the night. 
were already paſt, and when it ſcemed to thy 
infinite wiſedome, that then thou hadſt kepr ; 
them long enough in paine,through thy abſen- 
c,andthat then they had continued in thar 
tempeſt long enough , thou deſcendedſt from 
emountajnes; and as the true Lord of thoſe. 
 nconitant waues, thou walkedit vpon them, | 


i. 


| 


| 


( for all is firme vnder thy feete ) and thou | 


M ant. | 
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| deenotfeare. Iam he, who kill, and giuelife: 1 


| recreate , and I giue him life, I caſt men into 


SPIRITVALL: 

| Creweſt neare thy ſeruants, when they choughe 
chee fartheſt of from them; and thou vtteredg 
theſe words of confidence to them : [t is I; be no 
afrayed, 

| O Chriſt ourlord, thou diligent and care. 
full paſtour of thy ſheepe , and how muchis 


that ſoule in errour , who will not confidein 


found internall parte of the hart; if withall he 
| can becontent to amende his life, and to ſerue 
thee ? O that thou wouldſt butlet men know, 
how much reaſon , they haue, who cometo| 
give themſelues to thy ſeruice , not to be diſ- 
mayed, vnder the condudt of {ſuch a Captaine; 
and that there is noe accident, which oughtto | 
putt anie feryant of thine, into ſo great affli- 
tion and feare, as the newes of whar thou art] 
ought to 2194eC them comfort. If thou; O lord, | 
weit well knowne , there is no ſoule, which 
would not loue thee and canfide in thee, yn- 
leſſe it were ſtrangely wicked. ; 

For this it is, that thou ſayit : [tis I , therefore 


caſt men downe , as low as hell , and I draw. 
them back againe; that is, I aftlicta man till he 
thinkes, he dyes and then againel refreſh , 1 


certaine diſcomforts , which ſeeme hell . to 
them : but when they are there , I forgett them 
nat, but I fetch them from thence, and they 
are but therefore mortified, that rhey may 


1 


quickened. 1 ſende them not thit 
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thee, and through thee , from the moſtpro.| 
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if there , but that their entry into that | 
 thadoww of hell , may be a meanes to make 
them eſcape "I ſubſtance of that true hell 
after death , and that they may fly vp to 
 heauen. I amhe , who can deliuer you from 
all aflliction , for I am of infinite power, | 
And I am he , who will deliver you , for 1 
am of ibbire goodenye and Tam he, who 
| know how todoit, Get am of infioite wiſe- 
#00 I am your Aduocate for I embraced. 
your caufc as mine owne, I am your ſurcty, | 
for I haue made myſelf ſubie& ro all your 
debts. I am your Lord , who haue purchaſed 
you with mine owne bloud : - and with no. 
' meaning to forgett you , but to doeyou ho! 
nour , if yoy will ſrue me, becauſe you were 
bought at ſo high a price. 1 am he, who ha» 
| ue {o profoundly loued you, that for the'loue 
of you , I hane becne contented wy 
transformed into you , andto become paſli- 
ble and mortall, I "who! in mine owne .na- | 
ture , was very fare from being ſubicct to. 
ſuch miſeric, Iam he, who deliuered myſelf 
| auer to innumerable tots of bodic, and 
farre greater torments of minde , that you | | 
might take hart to endure ſome for loue of 
|me,and to confide, that. you thall in fine, be | 
freed from them "nc I am he, who vooad 
[fakeit, lam your Father, as Lam God and | | 
| your clder- brother, as [ am man, I am your 1 
Chriſt, & your redemprion, and what fearecan 


Ju then haue of f your. debrs if by peBance, | | 
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and Contethon, you demaunde a generallre. 
leaſe of them ? I am your reconciliation, and 
of whoſe. wrath can youthen be atraide2 1 am 
that true-loues-Knott of friendſhipp ,and how 
then can you thinke, that you are fallen out 
with God 2 I amyourdefender : and what op. 
polites can you apprehende? I am your freind, 


and how then doe you feare, that youcan want 
anie thing, which I haue, ynlefle you will nee. 
des departefrom me? 

My bodie, and my bloud is yours : and why 
then doe you feare hunger? nay , my verie hart 
is yours, and why then doe you feare to befor. 
gotten? yea and my diuinitie is yours, and what 
doubt can youthen haue of miſcrie ? For accc(- 


{ories vnto that Principall , my Angells are 


yours to defende you. My Saints are yours, to 
pray for you, My bleſſed mother js yours, tobe 


[the carefull and indulgent mother of you all, 


Theearth is yours, that you may ferue me ypon 
1t, The heauen is yours, for you shallenioy it, 
and mein it, Thedeuills, and hell is alſo'yours, 
for you $hall treade it and them vnder foote, 


[likeſlaues , who arechayned vp inthar priſon, 


This life is yours, becauſe with it you gett an- 
other, which shall neuer ende. Your honeſt en- 
tertainements and delights are yours, For you 


diret them to my glorie. Your paynes are 
[yours for you endure them for my loue, and 
for your owne true good; Your temptations 


Es, 


| 
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[are yours, becauſe they are occaſion of your 
j ]Imeritt, andof an euecrlaſting Crowne in hea-, 
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the immediate ſteppe to your eternall life, 
| And all theſe things you poſlefle in me; 
and by my meanes ; For neither did I gaine 
them for myſelf alone, neither will I enioy B- 
| them alone; for whenl putt myſelf into your 
companie by taking your flesh vypon me, Idid 
it, to make you' partakers of all the meritr, 
| which I should acquire by my labours , my fa- 
(ſting, cating, ſweating, weeping , and by the 
enduring of all my torments and death, if the | 
[fault be not your owne. 
| Now, youcannotaccount yourſelf poore, 
{who polleſleſo great riches,if you doe not wit- 
| ringly throw them away, by your wicked life. 
| Be not diſmayed; for I will not forſake you. 
[It is true, that you are no better, then ſome | 
thinne glafles; but TI will holde you faſt in my 
[hand. Your weakenelle ſetts of , my ſtrength 
[the more, From your ſinnes and miſeries , 1 
draw the manifeſtation of my goodneſle, and 
| mercie, There is nothing, which $hall be able | 
to hurt you, if you will loue me, and confide 
in me. Thinke not of me according to your | 
owne opinion, and the iudgments , which are 
| made by flesh and bloud ; but thinke of me by 
a ſtrong faith with loue nor by the apparance 
of exteriour ſignes , but by that hart of mine, 
which was opencd for you ypon the Crolle, | 
that you mightdiſmiſle all doubr, whether you 
we bcloued by me or no, foraſmuch as concer- 
{ Nes my parte; lince youſee ſuch workes of loue 
| 


yen. Your death is yours, becaule it is to be | 
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| fende me, I oftcred myſelf co ropes and chai. 


| ſcourges, and to that hard pillar ; and shall I 


| torne in pieces by the had of dogs, for the loue 


| me not, I make myſelf a beggar to all 


| him, who ſtrooke me; and shall I turne it away 
from him, who will holde himfelt happy, that | 


ut 


by that launce within; and yet more wounded 
| by my loue. 


ſeeke me, todo me honour, linceI went out to. 
that way, where thoſe others ſought metro of- 


nes, which afflicted me; and $hall I refuſe my- | 
| ſelf tothe hart and armes of Chriſtians, where 
I defire to repoſe 2 I yeilded myſelf to thoſe 


denye myſclfro that ſoule, which will be ſub- 
ie& to me? I turned not away my face from 


he may beholde and adore me, W/ har litle con- 
fidence is ths, that ſeing meto be yoluntarily. 


of my children, yet thoſe children should be 
doubtfull, whether I loue them, or no,thoughi 
"they be confelled to loue me ? 

Conſider , o yee ſonnes of men , and tell 
me, whome 1 euer deſpiſed, if he defired to be 


well with me 2 whom hauc I abandoned, if- 


he ſought me 2 I conuerſel, and I fedde wit 
ſinners : yea 1 called, and I juſtified them , who. 
were forlorne, and euen fowle in {1nne, Nay,l 
am importunate to winne their harts, vw holJoue 


th 
world , and what caulſc is there then to ſl 
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wichourt, and a liarrt, which was ſo wounded | 


How thall I denye myſelf to them , who | 


he called on me2 from whome hauel fled, if | 


me of forgetrfullnelle towards my childreft,. | 


| 
- 


——GC{*{*'?*?}?” 


mt. _ 


— EE" Ie I — _—— 


; EPISTILES.  Ep.51. 399+] 
hen there is ſo great diligence vſed both, to | N 
loue me; and to make expreſhon of that loue? | 
| Andthough I may c6ceale it ſometimes,yet do 
I not leaue to loue ; but cuen for the very loue, 
[ beare to my creatures, I couerit; for whotne. | 
nothing is ſo good, as not to know any thing, | |} 
which concernes themſclues , but to remitt 
them[elues wholy ro me, In that ignorance, | 
doth their knowledgeconliſt; in that ſuſpence, | 
their ſtrength, and inthatſubieRion, their do- 
minion. And it ought to ſufbſe a ſoule,ithat 
ir lyes in no other hands but mine, which are 
alſo hers, ſince for her they were nayled ypon 
the Crofle, Yea , they are more hers, then mi- 
ne, fince they laboured more for the purchaſe 
of her good , then of mine owne, And to the 
ende, that I may draw her out of all felf con- 
ceipt, and make her follow my direQion; it is 
I, who condu& herinto this darkeneſfle, that | 
ſo che may know nothing of herſelf, But yet 
ſtill if she putt her confidence in me, and de- 
parte aobloin my ſeruice, I will deliver her, | 
and Iwillglorifye her; and allthis will T per- | 
forme to her, Be fauhfull ro death, and I will gine P/al. 
thee the Crowne of life. | | 
This fayth our Lord to all faithfull ſoules, 
and this he ſayth to yours, which 1 pray God BE 
to keepe, Amen, EET 
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| A thanksto our lord, for having giuen you! 
ligne, that your vocation came from his hand; 


and this ligne is, that you haue ſuffered tribula- 


lince you are in themid(t of many dangers; butt 
carry youreyetowardes him, whoe hath called 
you with ſoe great loue. You mult alſoe hauea 
ſtrong hart. For he called you not with inten- 


| NCy; but to guide you ynder the protection of 
his owne wings , till he may haue conducted 
you to heauen , where you ſhall ſee his face, 


anic good, 


_—  w-— 


$ ſoone as1 receiued your letter, I offered| 


tion, You muſt nor be aliccle glad of this, fince| 
our Lord loues you, Nor yet muſt you bellack, | 


| Let'not the Faith of Chriſt our Lord , not the} 
| loue you owe him ſleepe in you; for he neutT| 
leepes , when there is queſtion of doeing you}. 


him in tacir dangers. That ſpouſe is not wot-] 


thy of thankes, who loues her fellow-ſpoule l. 


i. 


we ...- 


A Letter to a Lady , who was 4 Religlous woman, ' 
and in great affliion, He sbewes , how troubles | 
are the proofe of Faith and Loue in the ſeruants | 
of God and bow confident they ought to be of by | 
Digine Maiefly in the middeſt of their ttoubles, 


] 


| 


tion to giue you ouer in the midſt of your tours] 


| 
| 
| 


] 


Thefe are tokens, which he vſes to ſende; 
to whome he loues, to trye, if rhey alſo loue| 
him in their afflictions, and if they confide it} 
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wut onely when he 1s preſent wich her , nor | 
Joth it coſt her much ro confide in him ; when 
he findes herſelfe regaled by him. But the mat- 
er is, that, when he abſentes himſelf from her, | 
jezand when he ſeemes to haue forgotten her; f 
he muſt loue him ſo much the berter, as he is 
qcther abſent from her, and confide in him ſo | 
mich the more , as she hath fewer exteriour 
lignes of his fauour, 7 
Itisenoughfor you, my good liiter, to haue 
knowen alreadic by experience , how louing 
our lord hath beene to you, by his haning dra- 
wen youto the knowledge of himſelf, And be. 
you not crauing new teſtimonies of his loue, . 
but make yourſelf ſute enough thereof, and be } 
not troubled , although he correct you , and | 
though it ſeems, as if he eſtranged himſelf from 
jou, and forgott you ; but rather ſay thus : He 
bath a minde to trye me, and not to oppreſſe me, You. 
mult love our lord, though he corre& you; you 
muſt confide in him, though you feele no com- 
fort from him, Seeke him, though he hide him- 
ſelf; ſuffer him notto reſt, till you haue waked 
tim, and till he confefle, that you are faithful! F 
In his abſence : and thus you shall finde him to 
eturne to you', with ſo much aduantage, as 
that, when you enioy his preſence againe, you | 
will eſteeme your former affliftions well em- 
ployed, ny 
Procure great courage, wherewithto ſuffer; 
for after the rate of your ſorrowes', shall your 


Cmforts be. Be not a louer of yourſelf : bur 
wv Arias but h—_ — — 
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land, 18 greater and ſlronger , then we; they hat 
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| arriue at theende of that dayes worke, whe 
{rein God hath placed you , as to cenfidein 
| him with loue. Our lord hath manie prooke; 


be a louer of God : loofe yourſelf, and oe 
you Shall bee ſure to finde yourſelf, . 
once yow would bud truſt God home 
if once you. would offer yourſelte to him 
with true loue', there could nothin hap. 
pen , which would fright you. All bitter 
frozen aftliftions proceede but from diſtruſt 
in God. And for this ous lord ſayde : Let 
| your harts bee ticubled , and dve not [eare,, You be. 
(eine in. God : beleine alſo in me. So that Fa'th and 
loue is the cauſe of peace and quietneſſe i 
the hart, 


. k . . . 
There'is no one thing, which is ſo necell 


ric for you , towards the making you able to 


ro make of you : and manie tribulations hall 
growe, where you looke leaſt for them: hut 
if you ſtand armed with Farth and lee, you! 
Shall ouercome them all. Doe but remeber, 


iflued our of the land of Eg 
ſo manie affliftions , before they arriued # 
that land , which our lord had pramiled 
them, ſayd thus : The people , which poſſeſeths 


miphue Cities 5 whoſe Walles doe enen thrediel 
the. 5h ye : we cannot ourrcome ſuch a (toute 14: 
| tion as this : to what ende doe we putt onrſelat 


| vpon this tournie > And though ſome amovgl 
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| how the children of Iſrael , when they were} 
ypt, by meanesf| 
| ſo manie miracles , and were paſling through 
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them , who had Fauh » did encgurage the reſt 
by aing : that ſince God was on their fide, 
they should calily be aþle to euercome , as 


fare, as that they offended our lord the- 
zeby , and through their licle confidence, 


in the deſert, without ſuffering them ro en- 
oy that , for which they had laboured , and. 
which himſelf had promiſed. $5 


by the danger of others , and let vs Kknowe, 
that our Lord hath guſt in ſuch as feare 
him, and hope in his mercie : and 1s of- | 
fended with tuch , as doe not ſo, Ir is he, 
who drew you out of the captiuitie of E- 
oypt, when hee inf(pired your hart with a 
delire of being his : and he leades you ſtill 
through this deſert, which is (o vopleaſant:.: 
[where ſometimes you want the bread of do- | 
arine for lacke of ſuch , as might breake 
t to you : At other times you want com- 


things', that ſo your way might bee made 
to ſeeme the shorter : At other times you 

doe want the trees of other recreation, 
b . . 

which might give you $shade : and thus 
[a ſteede of theſe commodities , you haye 1 
2 thouſand diſcomforts, Now temptations 
nſe againit you from within, and then from. 


Without : now from ftrangers, and then from 


they had done till then : yet feare preuailed 


Let vs take warning , my good Siſter, | 


they loſt the land , and God deſtroyed them | 


pantie , which may fpeake _ of ſpirituall | 


Gmeſtiques, Butt. yett atrende you onely | 


P/al. 
147. 
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to your bulineſle. For he 5 who did that for you, 
' which was more, can neuer fayle to dothat for 


of an enemie , will better keepe you now, 


when you are his friend. He, who did not aban.| 


don you, when you fled fromhim, will muck 
lefle flye now from you , when you folloy 
| him, ' 


God did not helpe him, it he were deſired? See 
any thing, which may happen to you : bu 


confide in him , who loued you ſo well, as to 
dye for you, Ir is true, that you haue butone, 


| who proteQts you : but that one 1s of much mo 


re power, then all they , who contradict you, 
Do not thinke, of, how great the gyants, and 
how ſtrong the cities are, which you muſter- 
counter : for it is not you , who mult fight, Bu 
holde you your peace , andour lord will fight for you 
Do not fly from the warre, nor abandon yout- 
ſelf, as one , who were ouerceme , and ſo ju 
Shall ſee the favenr of our lord towards you, For in 
this warre , he onely looſes the bartaile , who 
quitrs the field, Ir is true , that you are weake, 


but m that weakeneſſe of yours God will shew by | 


' 


ftrength, It is rrue that you know not much: but 
God himſelf will be your guide. By your mt 
ſeries, God will make your mercies appear, 
Whoe are you , that you should be able to 


paſſe through ſuch difficulties > But yet ſay 
(With Danid : Intbe ſtrength of "my God | will-leap 


ed 
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you, whichis lee, He, who made you a friend 


Who is he, thatcan ſay with anie truth, tha || 


you haueno feare, O you ſeruant of Chyift, in| 
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( {ro fight ? but yer ſay wich him againe : ſhough 
[ | thouſands Should riſe azainſt me . yet my hart Shall 
nt feare. Beleiue , my good liſter , that how 
I much the harder this buſineſle is for you, fo 


[ [therefore you muſt haue great diſtruſt in reſ- 
| ipe& of your owne weakeneſle : but great 
confidence withall, in God's ſtrength. Infal- 


/nue in his loue : and if you doe confide , that 


wer s wall: Who are you, rhat $hould beablev 


[much the eaſier iris for Almightie God, And | 


libly hee will crowne yow , if yow conti-| 
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ne, 
Forgett not this promiſe of Chriſt our lord: 


him, who confeſſes me before men, that man 
will I confeſſe before my Father , who is in 
heauen : bur him , who denyes me before 
men , that men will I alſo denye before my 
|Father , who is in heauen, Can you thinke, 
that one 1s to eſtecme that for affliction, | 
which he endures for the confeſſion of Chysft 
our lord., (ince itis ro haue ſo high a rewar- | 
G& as that with ſo much honour he s$hall be 
crowned by him at the day of iadgement be- 
fore his father 2 Happie is that ſufferance : 


— 


Ty 


lo high an honour doth ſucceede. What kin- 
de of ioy will it be for you , O my, good ſt- 
ler, to heare theſe worces from the mouth | 


by his grace , you $hall obtaine that crow- 


tappie that dishonour and pouertie, to which | 


| 


| , 


| 


of Ch1ift our lord himſelf, and that in preſen- 


ce of the whole world : Come you bleſſed of my (Met.15. | 


Father , and poſſeſſe the kinzdome , which 3s pre- ) 
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| [pared for you: Wha will it ve, when the Angell 
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| Happieare you, if you be found faithful] to 
| | the ſpouſe, who choſe you. Happie are you, if 
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Shall thus ſing to her, who hath beene a faith. 
full ſeruant of that Celeſtial king : Cowe,s Spog- 
je of. Chriſt , recene that crawne , which our lord hath 
prepared far thee : and that not for one day , bu 
for all eternjtie, What will the ſpoules of Chriſt 
our lord conceaue , when hauing paſſed 
chrough the ſea of this life, and their enemies, 
who diſturbed vs , remayning drowned the- 


_— 


without bcing ouerwhelmed. with the. vices 
thereof : The ſnare s bricken, and we ar? delint- 
xed : eur belpe is in the name of our lord, What a 
' day will that be , when that true Marie , the 
| virgin of virgins, shall goe before with her Tim- 


borh in bodie and. ſoule , and finging thus: 
| Come, magnifye our lord with me , and let 
vsexalte his name in mutuall ſociety with one 
another, 


you haue the courage to caſt away that , whict 
is preſent . vnder the moſt ccrtaine promiſe of 
Chriſt our lord , for that , which 1s future. Be 
conhdent , my good lifter , 


hath paſſed it, and fulfilled jc: neither sball you 


ſaynt Agnes, ſaynt Barbara and ſaynt Luci, 


rein, they sball ſing thus with great toy, for| 
hauing-runne through this dangerous world, | 


brell, which is her ſacred bodie, prayling God} 


—— 


in taking his 
| word: for you are not the firſt, to whome hee 


be she , with whome that word $hall wait| 
effecte, He gaue his word to ſaynt Catherine, | 
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1nd to inmumerable other ladie virginis : and 
[rel] me now how completely he hath perfor- 


[med it, They had the courage to deſpiſe the | 
poore preſent world : and you ſce, that now 
they raigne with God. They lived heere in. 


trouble 3 and they are now in ar_cternitie of 
repoſe. Through how mante combats did 
they paſſe 2 and they now enloy the cuerla- 
ſting crownes of their conqueſts. They fled 
from ſpouſes of the earth : and they brought. 


the king of heauen to bee in loue with 
them, 


[andtheir memories would haue beene forgot- 
ten, But they loued that, which was eternal]; | 
and therefore their felicitie shall not dye: and 
their memorie shall not decay, They were 
written in the booke of God ; and therefore 
neither water nor winde , nor fire , nor time 
can make them waſte, For that booke 1s in- 
corruptible : and ſo is the name , which is 
written in 1t, | 

You mult therefore procure to haue a 
ſtrong hart rowards God , whoe is your 
ſaluation : and doe not thinke , that hee 
ſelles heauen- deare to you : for you haue not 
yet shed; your bloud for him , as thoſe 
others shed theirs. Our lord treates you like 
L weake creature : and you Should bee a 
;Shamed to haue giuen-him ſuch cauſe. If you 
had had more faith and confidence in him, 


_— 


If they had followed the trace of this | 
world , their delight had beene alreadie paſt, | 
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procured you more aftlictions, to the ende, that 
you might haue purchaſed richer Crownes, 
Do not content yourſelf with ſyffering litle, 
conlidering how great your rewarde ſhall be, 
and how much Chriſt our Lord ſuffered for 


you. He gauechis life for you , and he was dee- 


you thus to complaine of the touch of a flye2 
doe bur loue , and you will deſire to ſuffer, Let 
your loue bedoubled, and you will ſuffer ſor- 
rowes , which are doubled, The loue of our 
Lord makesſuch as poſleſle it, more greedie of 
ſuffering, then the loue of ones ſelfe, of repo-/ 
ling, It makes, that anie burden weighes light, | 
for loue is ſtronger then death, He,who loues 
not,-groanes vnderthe burden, like ſome lazic 
beaſt; but he, who loues, runnes and flyes, and 
1t-ſuffers him not to fecle the weight cuen of 
his owne bodie, nor of whatſocuer elſe they 
can lay vpon it. 
|  Itis not, my good Siſter, that the afflictiss, 
which we ſuffer, are great; but that our loue1s 
litle, The weight of a pound is no great weight; 
but yet lay it ypon ſome litle childe, and he will 
fay : O how beame it weighes ? whereas if a man | 
tookeit vp, he would ſcarce feele it. And ſo 
take you it fora ſigne, that if you loue little, | 
your afflictions will weigh heauy vpon you; but 
if you Joue much, you will ſcarce allowe them 
to be afflitions. For you will be ſo inebriated 


| 


| 


to diſtract 


| — 


with loue, that nothing can be able 
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and more loue to ſuffer for him, he would haue 


pely tormented and deſpiſed. How then come |. 
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you from the taſte thereot, You will finde a 
oood ſauour in the very ſuftering ir ſelf , and | 
you will draW walter oui of the rocke ; and hony our Num. 
| of the ſtonie hilles. w- 
Doc bur loue, and you ſhall not be ſubiect 
to afflictiss , but you {hall be ſuperiour to them [ 
as their lady; & you ſhall prayſe him, who deli--|. 
uers you fr6 them. If they threaten you with death, 
| you will bid it wellcome , that ſo you may enioy Itge 
life, If with bannisbment , you will ſay, That you 
eflceme yourſelf bannished , whereſoener you are, till 
you m4y arriue to ſee the face of God, And that it im. 
ports you litle, whether you goe to beanen from this or | 
that parte of the earth; And that if you hane God jy 
your companie, whereſcener you are , you shall be hap. 
pie ; and if not, your owne country will gue you mi- 
ſerte enough, If you ſee yourſelf contemned, fy : Chy:ff 
our Lord is my honeur , and be bononrs me; let the 
world deſþ ſe me, ſo hee value me. 

Doe not affli&t yourſelf about the neceſſity, 
which you may ſuſtaine of prefent things; for L 
of yourſelf you muſt deſpiſe rhem, throught! e b 
delire , which you haue, to live in conformity | - | 


— — 
bd 


with Chriſt our Lord , who made himfelf a 
{poore man for you, W hatis there in the world, 
| which ough to fright you? if the loue of Chriſt 
| our Lord haue wounded you, you will treade 
[the deuill ynder foote , you will deſpiſe his | 
threates , and you will paſſe with courage, | 
through all your enemies. Pur your truſt in 

him, who loues his louers. There is nothing, | 
which you will not be able todoe in him,Goe, 
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| and buy whatſocuer you wantof him, though 
neaske you allthis world for it; & ſee,thar you 
be not found without the loue of him, though 

it ſhould coſt you your life. He #4 hidden trea/u. 
7e; but he, who findes him , ſelles all,to bu 'y him, For 
| 10 him alone, he findes himſelf morerich, then 
with the multitude of all other things. 

And now,if it concerne cuery one of ys to 
lone him , how much more doth it importe, |. 
that ſhe doe it, whome hehath choſen for his 
ſpouſe. It becomes the ſernant to feare his Man 
' ſter, and the ſonne to honour his father; but the 
' Spouſe to Loue her fellow-ſpouſe. See you loue 
. our Lord; and take noreſt, tillhe haue, graun- 
| ted you this guift. Lone him with reuerence;| 
for that is the kinde of loue , which he likes, | 
Eſteeme not him the lefle, becauſe he commu: 
'nicates himſelf ro you; but wonder , how fo 
great an altizude, as his, can ſtoope to ſuch a 

rofound baſeneſle as yours, It is the propertie| 
of ill-natured and ill-mannerd ſeruats, to value 
their Maiſtersat alefle rate, for vouchſahng to 
| "defcendc, and become familiar with them,then 
if they had lived with them like Lords. But| 
they who live in true light, eſtceme that Lord 
 ſomuchthe more, as he doth the more youch-| 
 fafe to diminiſh himſelf. | 
' Thetrue loue of Chriſt our Lord carries 
| this badge withit , in token thart it is indeede| 
| » . R i 
| of him. Thar as it apprchendes and highly 
eſteemes the goodneſle of God; ſo it alſo appre- 

| hendes and profoundly diſeſteemes the wic-| 
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| kednelle wy man, Therefore loue, adore, and 
'feruc our Lord wrth loy , bat yet yevopee With trem- | 
| bling ; Not 2 trembling as of aflaue inthe midit 
' of torments ; but as of a true and tenderhar- 
| ted childe ; who bighly feares to giue any dil- 
gult to her father , how litle ſocuer it may 
bee. 


Of yourſelf you can doe none of theſe | 
things ; "Ai it you humble your hart in the | | 
zcknowledgement of your owne miſeries, if | 
you preſent yourſcite often in prayer before | | 
Chriſt our Lord;it you lodge himin your breaſt 
by the Communzen; if you heare him ſpeake to | 
you in your Giritagl reading ; and in fine, if you | 
will but giue him leaue to helpe you, you are 
to haue confidence, that by litle & litle, he wilt 
be healing your ſoule notwithſtanding all the | 
harſh encounters, whichinay eres. 5 

Doe not ſtarte out of his hands, though 
the cure putt you to payne ; for, in fine, 
he will worke the cure at the fitteſt time; 
And for the afflitions , Which he ſerdes 
you, and the delights, whereof he depriues 
you, he will giuc you his owne moſt plentie- 
| full delight , which ſhall inebriate you , as 
if it werc with ſome ({welling riuer , ant | 
| you {ſhall be in full joy for all” cternitie, 
without the want of anie good , and with- 
| out the feare of looſing, what you haue, You | 
ſhall there finde your alt; ro be highly well con- | 
tent and payde; and more felicity ſhall be im-- 
| parted toyou; then yourſelf could'tell, how to 


{' YE SPIKITVALE  "aas | 
| |  {defire. Whichfelicity is nota creature, bur the | 
Creatour himſelf of allthings , that true God, 


who liues ,and raignes for the eternity of all 


| etErnities., Amen. 
: | - 


| | QIU RR RIG EROERY 
| A Letter of the Authour to 4 Lady. He shewes how 
| © Chriſtour Lord , being placed vpon the Croſſe, 
# that glaſſe , wherein wee may ſte all the sports of 
| our ſoules , and wherein wee way alſce finde the 
Curt of all our miſeries, And that it is an enterpriſe 
of ereat honour to bee carrying a part of his Croſle, 


| 


{ 


\ T* in the night of the Natinity of our Lord, 
| 4 they carried you to Mount Caluary, and haue 
| | gluenyou compatſſton tothe Crucifix , and tea- 
| | res wherewith to waſh his feete; it may well 
| | be beleiued thatnow,, when you are in Lent, 
| | and ncere the time , wherein the holy paſſion 
| 


of our Lord is repreſented , he will keepe you, 
as ſuch a fixed Inhabitant of that bill, as to ſuf- 
| fer you to depart noe more from thence. This 
issuchathing, asthat you may ſafely ſay with 
Saint Peerer , it is good for vs tobee beere ; and it 
ſhall be a better ſuite to our Lord, then his was. 
For he deſired to remaine on that hill, where re- 
poſe and delight were to be found ; bur in this 
other, thereis affliction; and therefore this car- 
ryes a teſtimony with ic , of greater:loue, For 
notin reſting, but in labouring, and ſuffering, 
is the loue of our Lord employed and ſhewed. 
| Doeyoy, Lady, remaine in thoſe woundes 
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ſoe extreame dittreſſe, Continue there , and 


| men, For they who runn ouer this ſoe great 


of our Lord, {ince for the cure of your woun- | 
des he accepted his. And though you be not to 
endure the like for his ſake; yet letthemſerue 
you at leaſt to make you thanke him, and to 


fince your finnes,are they which placed him, in 


paſſe not on, with ſuch haſte as you would doe 
by ſome ill-prouided country inne, They whoe 
paſſedon by ther owne way , shooke their heads and 
blaiphemed our Loxd. But fixe you yourlelfe cloſe 
by the Croſſe, like that virgin-mother , andlike 
that beloxed diſctple , and thoſe other holy woe- 


benefit, in ſuch haſte, doe neither vnderſtand. 
it, nor thankfully acknowledge it ; and there 
remayne noe more with them , bur the meere 
ſound thereof, And ſome ( that is ſuch as are 
Infidells ) blaſpheme him for it; becauſe they 
ſtay notto looke, at leaſure, ypon this mighty 
wonderof loue. 

But the Chriſtian , who hath taken yp his 
lodging heere, ſayth', and that from his yery 
hart, 1 his is my reſt for ener, and for ever will I dwell 
beere , becauſe 1 haue choſen it. And if the ſpouſe, 
thall not remaine with, atleaſt , her hart nailed 


ſpouſe was nailed; how will ſhee poſlibly bee 
able to cſcapeti;e name of vngratefull, and vn- 
kinde> There $hall you finde remedye, againſt 
te poyſon of thoſe faiſe prayſes, which men 


lament him, and to haue compaſſion on him, | 


| 


tothat : 34ſ}c7, to which the body of her fellow-| 


| 


lohn.19 


glue you, And you will profoundly bee albamed 
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{ prayſes, ſay you inſtitly in your hart, as S. Pale 


| fora wicked perſon. And beſeech him , norto 


think,that whiatyou doeis ynworthy of eſtima- 


Itis copared with that which Chrilt our Lord, 
' wrought ypon the Croſſe; yea, & cuen with that 
which yourſelf, as you are, ought to doe, | 
Looke into this glafle, and you will cafily 
beable todiſcernethe ſports , which are in the 
face of your ſoule. For when you haue beene 
the moſt meeke of all , if you compare that 


compared with his, will be very diſorderly; and 
| your humility very proud, Yet the blind world 
will needes belciue, that there are noe other {1n« 
nes, but thoſe, which it conceiues ro beſuch, 
Whereas the eyes of God are of another kinde, 
' and he meaſures vs by another rule ; whereby 


H— 


ſcemed in the eyes of men to bee excelletly,and 
c6pleatly done. When thereforcthey ſhall de- 
liver out any of theſe poiſoned, & ſmooth-lying 


did , he wh» indzes me 1 our Lord And make halte 
to call to minde, how ourLord was proclaimed 


permitt that-you be publiſhe{ for one who 5 


gond , & be ſure you hould your togne. for our 
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toperceiue yourſelf honoured, &proclaimedfor 
good, whe youſee him, who indeede is good; & | 
| holy,to be proclaimed for wicked, & faiſe,The- 
re, ſhall you ſee, how little reaſon you haue; to 


tion in any kinde;foraſmuch as concernes your 
part thereof, fince it is ſoe weake, &lame, when.| 


| mreknes, with his; your meekenes will be noe” 
| better, then meere wrath; and your obedience 


many times he findes that to bce faulty which | 


| 


| 


| 
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— We | | 
lord will obſcrue how the world goes, Naypro- 
cure you, & be carefull rhat when you are deſpi- | 
ſed, you may be very glad thereof, and perhaps | 
our lord doth nor noiw permit any body to giue 
| you ill words, becauſe he findes, that you haue 
not ſtrength wherewith to beare them. 
| He who delires any part of the C:ſſe of our 
| lord, muſt receiue it, as he would doe {cme pre- 
tious Relraue, with great reuerence, & giuing of 
thankes, And he muſt valew it more, then he 
would all the treaſures of the world. And be= 
| cauſe there areſoe few whoeſteeme of thoſeRe- 
liques of the Croſfe as they ought, therefore our 
Lord oftentimes doth not impart them; whoſe- 
pleaſure is that they be honoured, and beloued,. 
and borne with ioy. And for this reaſon it is, x 
that he leaues vs {till in our infancy , without 
| putting vs to the taskes of men, But how much | 
more then, are we to blame, if we be drawne 
| downe to impatience, or ſuperfluity of ſorrow, 
tor any of thoſe thinges, which he ſendes, 

Soe that if you ſhall carry a great louetothe 
Crucifix, he will giue youa part of his Crofje Bur | 
| then ſce,that you embrace it,as an enterpriſe of 
great honour, according to what heſayth tothe 
ſpouſe, Place mee as a ſeale vpon thy hart: and vpon 
thine a1 me ; for lane 1s ſtrong as diath. And as for 
that paine wherein you are , becauſe you may | 
| not receiue the Budy of our Lord inthe bleſſed | 
Sacrament ſoe oftenas you would;be not trou- 
bled thereat, Forl haue aiready tould you that 
our Lord isrcſolued that it ſhall coſt youſome 
waat, And it is but reaſon that itdce fee, fir.ce 
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all joules ;ee mine,they inſtitly render themſeluey 
into his hands, Doe you thinke thatthe loue 
which you carry to our Lord, & the dominion 


that your ſoules might be his, and he yours, 

| Tuſt ſoe, muſt that ſoule doe ; which hatha 
| minde to obtaine him ; thatis, it muſt ſweate 
firſt, ic muſt weepe, it muſt importune him , it 
muſt endure ill wordes, yea andalfoecuilldee. 
| des atthe hands of others;yca and it mult ſceme 
 lictle to haue endured this, but once, And if it 
be not put to enditre them, at lealt it {hall haue 


ſomewhat for him, & thus it proues, noe fruit- 
leſſe thing to ſeeke God. Negotiate your buli- 
neflewith him, for if he ſay Ye, there is none 
who can hinder it, and if avy body offerto doc 
ir, it will not proue with him ; butyer, if it 
chaunce to proue, you may conclude thereby, 


| Lord.,What ſhailI fay to you? Cry out lquderto 
him:Follow my counſaile; and whenſocuecr he 
giues you a great delire to communicate, pr0- 
cure then to be, iuſt as if you were communica- 
| ting indeed. And beſcech our Lord, (ince he is 
omnipotent, that be will e18c you that, when 
.ycUu communicate 'piritually, which he would 
. haue given , if you had communicated Sacre: 
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| whieh heexerciſes oucr you coſt him but toyes? 
I can aflure you it is not ſoc, Bur he ſhed his| 
bloud, as any flauemightdoe; ypon condition, 


—_—__ 


| our ſoules coſt him ſoc much. Doe you thin-| 
| ke perhaps that by our Lords onely ſaying , Le | 
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gained much in having diſpoſed it ſelte,to ſuffer} 
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that you haue not negotiated well, with our|. 
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mentally, For ſoe, you hall bee pleaſing to his | | 
goodnes ; and he will not ſuffer you to goe | _ | 
empty from him, it you come well prepared, | [ 
ind it were not the worſe if it might berwo or ; 
three dayes before. Yetrt now you mult not 
thinke, rhat you may therefore faile , to con- | 
elſe your {innes afterward, to your Ghoſtly 
Father, But till you haue means to declare 
them to him, 1 aduiſe, that you reiate them to | 
our Lord, And aboue allthings , keepe your 
hart in peace and conſerue yourfelt inthe way | 
of ovedience, and humility, towards your Su- | 
periours, and Prelates, For rhis is the way of 
our Lord , and you muſt take heede you leaue | 
tnot, Take courage to palle on;in your other | - | 
devotions, For though, when vou are 1nthem, 
jourhinke you make noe profitt by them; I ſay 
you doe ; and afterwards you ſhall taſte the 
frutte thereof, And our Lord will find a tine 
to looke back with pittye ypon ſuch as ſhall | 
laue made much way after him. And one day, | 
of thoſe, when our Lord vouchſafes to looke 
back yponys, is worth more then three, of | . | 
thoſe others, wherein we laboured to ooc after | | 
vim, The crowne is preparcd for you in hea- | 
wen, God will be your deten1dour, and will nor | 
forget you, Perſeucr you in obedience, ll you 
ſteonr Lord of all Lords tn Syor, 1 beſeech bim to | Pl-l. 
make you dearly his; and that you may be kept | *? 
afe, and proue a ſaynt. Amen; 
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NVILIIPDLDA LDL LAID IERL LIAN 
| | 
A Letter of the Authour to a Ca- | 

uallier , a freind ,and a Diſct- 
ple of ha. I 
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1 clo] lazie,as lam 2 And then adding to 
this ti: eburden which ! iye3 vpon me ' of lith 
heaith it 1s no lmaruaile it 1 neicher write, 
| {nor anſ{iyear, This letter is written in ſuch] 
itraytes ot time , that I know not, waether 
it can be good jor any thing , or noe, I have 
reioyced mich, that tize Infut is weaned; 
though ſome dye at that age; as not having 
ſtrengti , to cate the bread , with the uf) 
But ſince our Lord takes you, for a Childedf 
Gen | yromiſe : as he did Iſaac, Thope in leſus Cirif, 
7 |thatyouwillngtdye of it, though you ſhould 
be putt tocate ſtones; but Liat you will feede 
vpon them ; a5 Chriſt ou Lord , fedde pon 
the wine, Wi myrvbe. 

___God will dcliver you from conſenting 
to ſine , and your —_ ſhall ſerue 
you, in Reed c of the rorment of the Cyofft, 
for his glorie , who dycd ypon it, Andj 
| [though our encmies may bid vs come GoW-! 
[nc, We will rather chooſe to contelle Chult 
our Lord, by coptinuing vpon it ; then to 
Putt anſeives foro ral , by. Cenying him. 


— 
| ay & whar doe ſpurres ſerue , if the beaſt 
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|thus it eacreaſes by that, by which.it ſeemed, 


|shed, And he findes ſociety, when he is alone; 


me omnipotent goodnelle of our Celeſtiall 
Father, whoſe power is ſuch, as to draw good | 
out of euill, and heate out of colde. And the- |] 
refore be not diſmayde, though you ſce your-. 
ſelf abſent, from the protection of your ſpiri- 
tall Father , on earth; and though you frde 
barrennefle, where you expected plentie, and | 
aboundance, 

Bee not afrayde to be alone with Chriſt | 
our Lord , not that you are to vnder-yalue | 
helpe, when it may bce had , by meanes of 
his ſeruants ; but ve mutt obey his ordinance, 
whenſocuer he thall be plcaſcd , that we re- 
maine 1n this world, without ſuccour, Be- 
cauſe our Lord is vſually wont.in ſuch caſes 
to doe more vilibie , and greater fauours, 1m- 
mediatly, then he did before by meanes of his 
ſeruants. And ſuch a man comes to learne, 
that, Non ſum ſoelus , quis Pater mecun eſt, | 
am not alone , becauſe my Father is with me. 
Then , Faith beginnes to encreaſe, and Prayer 
lilates it ſelf by Lone; which is ſett forward, 


by ſeing , how the ſoule is beloued. And 
and it was fearcd , that it would be dimini- 


and he hath learnt to walke withour a ſtaite, | 
tough he be but weake. 


| Let there be no want of care, toreceiue 
tim , who is «ll our good ; and-be you cuer 


Iohn, 
16, 


faying, and rhat with truth: Loguers Domine,quie | 
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Yu are acquainted alreadie, i ith chat ſupre-\ 
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tem 
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| harr, which, though itbe as weake, as ulaſſe, 
| vet he, who comes to dwell there, will make jr 


| ARnc interibunt. [heir bart 15 diaiaed,, and the 
 shall mmſtantly perish. 


may relt, but in that ſecrct place of retreate, 
that moit hidden corner, where none can en-| 


"wet{hould rake warning by ourlclues, as even 


munde to be gaddins ; and then that, which fol 


ſtay within, even of it ſelf, though we op. 


. % | Wes. 
«Hdit ſeruns tuus , Speake, Lerd, for thy ſeruant heg. 


es thee, Shutt vp yourſelf in the caſtle of your 


{oſtrong, that all thar, thall proue zlaſſe, which 
canallauit it; and it ſelt ſhall remaine more fy. 
me, then tele, And for tacke of docing this, 
the ſoulcis full of weakenellc, and it may ſay, 
that, which is written : Dwſum eſt cor corum; 


There is no place ſecure, where your hart 


ter, bur Chrilt our Lord, 1anwis clauſis, the div 
res beiog sbutt, For it itdeparte from thence, it 
runnes as great hazard , as ſome light yonp 
mayde might doc amongſt diilolute men, And 
if ſome iuſt punithment, were impoſed, & well 
exccuted, for cuery time , that the hart ſhould 
be gadding vpand downe the ſtreete, perhaps 


a very horſe, or mule will doe, Though indee- 
dea man, who watches himſcif well, thall 1n- 
ſtantly be able to finde a punishment , which 
comes downe from heauen, yponthe very hart 
it ſelf, quando diltgit monere pedes , .when 1t bats 


lowes, is this: & Domino non plaruit, 4 
This guitt.of recollefion, muſt be gotten with | 
much pra&iſe, For afterward the hart will 
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(in a cage. Andthisis theroote of all our ſpiri- 
tual profirt , and at the fcete of Chriſt our 
[Lord, we mult haue ir, if we meane, that it 
hall be mue profitr, Chriſt Teſus be with vs 


all. Amen, 
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A Letter of the Authonr to & Ladie , encouraging f 
ber to fight the battattes of ovr Lord. He shewes | 
the ſubulty of the deuill, and bow jiyly he temptes | 
ſoules with pride, | | 

. 

ADAME , becauſe I conceiue that you 

fight the combarts of Chriſt our Lord, 

and doe franckely offer yourſelf to all afflic- 

'tion, ſo that he may raigne in your hart : all | | 

encouragement and aſſiſtance. is due to you, | 

| fromſuch, as betheſcruants of God, who are | | 

\commaundcd to aduertiſe thewicked man of 


the miſcrie, which is growing towards him, 


| 


wy 


the doore, roletitout;asa tame bird, will (tay ; | 


that ſo he may amendc, and avoyCeit; and to 
encourage ſuc't asare good ;and to goe ſoun- 
ding thetrumpett betore them, whenthey ſee | 
them entring intothe batraile; that 1s ta lay, | Eſay. 
they are to giuc hart by the word of God,to| 58. | 
ſuch, as they perceiue to fizht for his honour, | . | 
For otherwiſe, as account shallbe demanded | 
of then , for the wicked , whome they had not 


——— 


notencouraged. And fo ticy should be puni- 
Pans... C FART «ot RES a7 : | 
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warned, fo alſo forthe 7-24, w home they had Exech.z) 
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| {hed both for the cuill, which were commit-| [an 
ted by the one, and torthc good, which weare| | | 
| omitted by the oticr. | | a 
Take youthereforc bart, in that combatt, | he 
| which the ancient Serpent makes againſt th 
you, heprocuring, to diuide you from God, | | |% 
and you reſoluing to ſtickeclofe to him: you bn 
| muſt be very watchfull; for his chiefe ayme, dl 
L || is atthe hart. And it troubles him not greatly, " 


that a man ſeruc God, by recolleting his eyes, 
by keeping lilence, by praying , by ſinging v 
the d:unme office, and the fe;buy to the hart t 
doth he conuecy his poyſon; which is a certai- bs 
ne vaine Kindc of complacence, or proper eſii- - 
mation , and louc of ourfelues. The fools : 


_— 


virgins , Were VIrems, but becauſe they had no 
| +;, | ple in ther lawpes , they heard this ſad word 
| | out of the mouth of our Lord. In te wad 
of truth I ſay to you , that I know you not» Now, 
| * | what is this lampe , but the hart ? and what 
is this oylc , but the ſpirit of tuth , which | 
| maintaynes and feedes it with good works 
' {if we mcane, thatthey ſhall indeede'be good, 
| in the light of God 2 And what is this Sp-j | | 
[ | rit of trah , but that , which makes a man] 
| diſpleating to himſelfe , and to ſceme ull in| | | 
| his owne eyes ; and that from his very hatt, 
and ſoule , he may conceiue , that he 1s all] 
vglic, and abominable, and that he 1s ama- 
| zed to conlider, how God canſuffer him vpon 
the earth ? 


This is that 4y»tb, where in wemult ue, | | 


—__—— 


Oe, 


laue , and the better we eſteeme ourſelues in 
health, the more (icke , and miſerable we be, 
through the want of this. For conhding in 
ourſelues, wethinke we are ſomewhat ; whe- 
reas indeede it is not foe, in his fight, who 
diſcernes our harts , and ſaith : Thos baſt the 
name of one , who lines , whercas indeede theu | 
art dead. He hath the name of one , that lines: 
who falles not into publike ſhnnes , which 
the world condemnes for enormous, Bur if 
neuertheleſlc, he fall into other linnes, which 
are condemnedia the indgement*of Almigh- 
tie God ; for whar dorh it ſerue him, to be 
abſolued by the world, when he is cenſured by 


that iuſt Judge ? 
The werld , knowes not, how to holde 


that man for wicked, nor to puniſh him for | 
ſuch, who onely hath a good opinion , and | 
complacence- in himſelf with pride, or at leaſt | 
isnotdifpleaſing to himſclt ; but in the judge- 
|ment of God, that man is held for proude, and | 
blinde, whodoth not, cucn {tinke to himſelf; 


as if he carried ſome dead dog, tyed to his noſe; 
and who hatch not a profound internall ſha- | 


me, in the (ight of his Creatour; as heere men 
vie to haue , when they are preſented before. 
ſome Iudge, hauing beene taken,in the maner, 
with enormous crimes. And if this pride arriue 


to be a mortall finne, then doth it wholy fqua- 
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re, &agree to him, which was ſaid before,io the 
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himſelf, in ie: very ſoule; and ſo would mende. | 


perſon of God ; and if it ve but veniall , this 
ſuyres with him bur in parte, Thor baſf the face 


| hauing of dy «ame, Now it 1s an ill fauoured 
{pott ina ſoule, to be voyde of shame, as it is 
cuen exteriourly, when women want it, 
The wo:!4 condemnes not a man's conh. 
{ dence in himſelf, nor the eſtimation, which he 
may haue of hiinſelf norarclojute will, Which 
| he may haue to procure his owne contentmet, 
| But in the ({izht of God, theſe and ſuch her 
| things are great offences, and they hinder gra- 
| CE, and our friendship with him, it they be m1 
als; , and if they be but veniall, yer they hinder: 
the profirt, wy hich we might inake of the gra- 
cc, we haue; and it deſtroyes all inward com: 
{mul nication with our pat Thedeuill know: 
ing this, it troubles him not much, that a ſoule| 
' maybe aljue, after the large manner , if inte-' 
riourly; and ſpiritually i ir be dead. And many 
times he procures not, that ſuch a perſon may 
fall into apparant, nd deformed linnes ; for if | 
he should comigt any ſuch, he would Lach 
confounded thereat, For, obſcruing , that he | 
had done things, whicheuen, in the eyes of | 
theworld were ſo wicked, he would take pe- 
nance to hart, and would be diſpleaſing to. 


| 


Bar the deuilldeſites ro holde him tycd faſt vp, 
inadeepeintcriour blindenefle, I ſo keepes 
him ſafe for himſelf , without inducing him 


jro comrmitt other ſinnes. For if he fell into 
_ | 
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| of 4 harloui , and knowen not , what belongs to the | 
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| chem alſo, he would peraduenture gitne ouer | 


bor the one, and the other, and fo eſcape out | 
| of his band, | | £1 
You therefore mult be ſure, to carry your 
| eyes open, vpon your owne hart ; and whey 
you finde not there a profound contempt , and 
confulion of yourſelf, inthe high preſence of || 
Almizhtie God ; be you well aflured, thatyou | 
are farre from kno:ving yourſelf ; and that 
you haue yet, no other eyes , but of flesh and 
bloud; and no true celeſtiall light at all, For 
this ligh! ſearches into the moſt hidden cor- 
ners, and-makes the ſoule highly ashamed, ' 
cuen of thoſe things , which in the fight of 
| worldly eyes, will ſceme to haue bcene well 
done, Aftcr this shame, tcares of gricte and 
true humility are'wont to growe ; whereby 
the ſoule is wholy, and abſolutely made ſubiect 
to God, & to euery creature for his ſake. Now, | 
whenthis is wanting, all things goe after ano- | | 
therfashion, and the wound is not cured, but | 
onely skinned, And inthat caſe, we muſt call || 
| vpon our Celcſtiall Phiſition, & not give ouer, 
till, by litle and litle, we may gett ſome ſmall | 
thread of light, whereby to enter, and ſce the 
retraites and darke holes thereof, and finde| 
her faultes euen in thoſe things, which have | 
apparance to be well done, | 
[| Our Lord dothnot inſtantly imparte this | 
guift; but when himſelf is beſt pleaſed to doe 


it. And inthe meane time, let vs know, that 
we mult be ſure, not to putt confidence in our 
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. | owne workes; and if yet this vertue be now 


| wanting to vs, let vs conhide in our Lord, 
that he will beſtow it vpon vs, in hisgood ti- 
me, For he, that promiſed That he will not pine 


| © fone to 1m , who Shall demaunde bread; andihat 


or Father of heauen , will give a good ſpirit to ſuch 
a5 aske it. I beſecch him to be your light, thar 


| ſo you may know him , to honour him; and 


that you may know yourſelf, to deſpiſc your. 


ſelf. And departe you , wholy from yourſelf 


that you may be wholy ſubie@t'to him. You 
mult alſo conſider, that you muſt not want ſo- 


"the bodie, eucn heere on earth , who may call 


you to an account, therefore ſoc you gett great 
ſtore of ſanctity againtt the time , when you 
ſhall goe into another world, And, inthe mea- 


which it may importe me to chide you; and for 
which you may haue reaſon to be athamed, as 
haning beene a cauſe of payne to. vs both, 


EDD 
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ne while, beſure, there be nothing in you, for| 


| 


| Chriſt our Lord keepe you euer, inthat (ideof 
| his , which was pierced by a Jaunce, Amen, | 
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A Letter of the Authour to a certaine 
| Preacher , againſt the tempration of | 

drſconfidece, ex of thebenefitts which 
we entoy in Chriſt our lord. | | 


— — — — 


Oe nor, Sir, I beſeech you, conceiue anie 

vnkindeneſle at my hands, butforgiue me 
as S. Paul ſaith ; (ince God hath forgiuen the of- f 
fences, which we haue committed againſt him, 
| You know alreadie , how full of faults I am, 
which might ſufhce to make anie manfayle in 
the ſeruice, which he owes, Sometimes I hane [ 
wanted a meſlenger,as I did, where I haue bee- | 
 neof late, and doe yet remaine; For if no bodie 
bring me word of anie, I know not, where I 
| am to {ceke him, I beleech you, Sir, belciue, | 
| that 31 a matter of more 1mportance I will haue 
loue enough for the doeing you feruice. 
| 


—_—__ 


I holde this diſtruſt of Saluation , to which | 
youtell me, you are ſubiect, for a molt plaine | 
temptation, Nay , 1 holde it, not oncly to be : 
 certaine, bug ſottish alſo. For it deſerues no 
| bettex name, then that, if it will not be diſchar- | 
ged , by the conſideration of thoſe benefits, 
| whichae poſleſſe in Chrift our lord , as if this | 
_bulinefie, were the worke of our hands, orthe 
| rewaxde of our meritts; and not by the grace of 


| God, through Teſs Chriſt, You mult therefore | 
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| enlarge your licle hart , towards the immenſe. 
nefle of thatloue, wherewith the Father gaue| 
vs his Sonne, and with him, gaue vs himſelf 
and the Holic=Gboft, and all things, Receiue this | 
| grace, with giuing of thankes , and enioy you] | 
| God, (ance he beſtowes himſelf ypon you, And 
if your demeritts fright you , remember , that 
one of the benefitts, which the Father impar- | 
testo vs in Chriſt our lord isthe payement of | | 
| our debts: and the ſweetening , and appealing | 
| of that wrath , which our linnes deſerued, | 
| Why doe youdoubt of a pardon, ſince you 
doubr not of that Pxſfinn , which he endured for 
'«Per.2.| our (1nnes ? What doth it profitt you, to con- 
fefle, that Chriſt our lord dyed for vs ( he who 
was luſt, for vs, that were vnwſl ) if you belctue} 
| hot, that his death killed our ſinnes : and now, | 
{ if they be dead, why do you feare them? For 
Exod. | the Children of Iſrael , whome our lord drew | 
| 15. | out of Expt, ſcing that their enemies: were: 
| drowned in the ſea, did nor feare , butſung | 


| | 
| praiſes to our lord : taking occaſion thereof, 
| 


—_— cr. 


| from thoſe very enemies, who-had perſecuted | 
| them before ; and whome formerly they had 
feared. And though we haue not fo aſſured 
Faith, that our finnes are pardoned , as we arc 
ſure, thatourlord , dyed for them , ( becauſe | 
| | we do not fo certainly knoxy , that his merits 
| are applyed to vs) yet the new hart, which God 

gauevs, when.hecalled vs to himſelf, may be 
a good ſigne of his fricndshipp , and pardon, 
whereby we may well hope that our fines alſo 
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arc forgiuen, And beſides that ſpirit of being bus 
children, which he gaue vs, when he imparted 


beraken for a particular aſſurance, that in the 
hart of God, we are eſteemed as his ſonnes, 
ſince inour harts, x eeſteeme himas our Father, 
For it is blaſphemic ro affirme , that I louing 
| God, he should not loue me: {ince that loue 
 wherewith I loue him, is neuer giuen me, but 
by bis hand, 

I beſeech you, thinke not of our lord, with 
ashort hart, & a ſtraite , butin great beleife of 


LS 


Criſt our lord ; who is the aſſurance of our 
hope; and who is ſo acceptable to his Father, 
and by whoſe participation, we are allo made 
acceptable to him, and we haue aſſured hope, 
through his bloud, to enioy etcrnalllife , before 
the Throne of God. 
Andifirt (ecme to you, that your workes are 
weake , and poore, it is reaſon you should 
thinke ſo ſtil], But what reaſon is this, why you 
Should looſe your confidence ? By Chriſt our 
lord, we were made freinds ofenemies; and by 


i 


— 
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had greater impediments to be well with God, 
when, we vi. ere ſubicct toour finnes, before we 
knew God : then now we haue, by the defects, 
into which we fall, Sothat, if our former ſin- 
nes, Could not hinder that grace , which was 


i. 


his loue, as the loue of a Father to vs, may, well | 


bis goodnefle , as we are commaunded. And | 
caſt vp your eyes, to that ſigne of our ſaluation, | 


communicated to. vs in Craft Our lord: much ; 


| } 


him we are conſerued in his friendshipp. We | 


| 


Sap. | 
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| roſufferin temvorall fire, for the hay , ard iram, | 


l— 


| dren, who zre ſo faultie, ſo weake,, and ſo mi- 


| thoſe errours, which you daily committ, And 


7, yP1R1TvALL Epcc6. 
eſſe shall our preſent faults, be able to breake 
of this friendshipp, we being now incorpora- 
ted in Chriſt , who is beloued by his Father, 


A good thing it is for ys to feele our pouer. 
tie, andmiſerie : but yet it muſt be with condi 


bountie, andriches of the mercie of God, And 
let vs gloritye his goodnefle inour wickedne(- 
ſe: fince with ſo much loue he tolerates his chil- 


ſerable, Why should you depriue God of the 


children? For by reaſon of the faith, and lone, 
which wee carrie to his ſonne, he hath patience, 


, 


we haue bewailed them, and done true penan-| 
ce for them. 

Beleiue therefore now at length, that as the- 
reis goodneſle enough in God , to make you 
loue him : ſo there is merict enough in Chriſt our | 


| 


you haue receiued, as alſo for the pardon of 


be daily accepting of all good occalions , and| 
fight the warres of our lord with ioy : as that [#- 
das Maichabrus did, AndGod £1101ng you, that 
which hegiges, you may hope, you shall entoy 
his kingdome, though perhaps you may beputt 


and wood , which shall be found in your ſoule, 


| glorie, tohaue great latitude of loxe towards bis | 


with the faults, which we committ ; when once | 


lord, to make you be beloued for his fake : and | 
live you with gratitude, for the benefits, which 


| 


'S 


tion , that withall , we belciue highly of the | 


- 


Be you cuer breathing more and more towards 
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| no more, then now it 1s, euen that being Care- 


that you muſt know, and conlider your faults: 
| and that they muſt ſceme very great tn your 


| reof , you muſt confide yourlſelf.ro be beloued: 


Ly 
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profict in ſpirit: bur yet {o, asthatitmay be ac= | 
companyed with quietneile , grounded ypon 
Confidence. For though it should grow to be 
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fully kept,, will ſuffice for yout ſaluarion. Bur |] 
if you looke onely vpon yourſelf, we areall ſo 
fall of faults, that your foule' will neuer bee 
without diſmay : nor will you perceiue, that 
youare greatly beloued by our lord. Andthen 
proceeding afrer ſuch a manner as that ,-how 
will you be able to ſerue bim, and giuegult, to 
his bolie ſpirit, which is dwelling in you, For this 
ſpirit is cheareſull : and wechecke it, by our an- 
ouish, anddiſmay : againft which S, Paul thus 
dillwades VS, ſaying. I hat we muſt not contriſtate 
the bolie ſpirit of or lord, The ſumme of all is this, 


eyes: and you mult bewaile and lamente them 
by Confe ſ$10n and Penance, But yet ſtill you muſt | 
conſider, that thoſe benefitts , which wepollel- 
{c in Cor!ſt our lord, are greater : by reaſon whe- 


and you mwſt doe it with much than ketullneſle, 
And it God doe no more , bur continue that to: 
you, which you haue alreadie-, euen that may 
{ufhiſe, as hath bcene ſayd, to make you hope 
tor erernall life, 


| 
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declares , that afflitions come euher throwgh the 
fault of the partie, or elſe for tryall , and bow one 
| #$10 Carrie himſelf is tribulation. 


— 


—t——— 
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T* He grace and peace of our lord leſws , be 


| rewith I lone you in leſs Chriſt, hath cauſedſo 
| great compaſſion in merowards you, inreſpet 
of what you ſuffer, that ic harhmoued me to 
write chis letter; with deſire, that it may ſerue 


fort, or rather, whether I shall nor helpe you to 
| weepe, Nor doe I know , whether or no, I 
Should tell you , that the trouble, which you 
| haue, is good, andthatyou areto carrie it with 
ioy; and that I should not graunt, thatitis ill, 
28 it ſcemes to you, and that as ſuch you areto 
fly from it, I ſee , that if manie good men en- 
dure ſuch accidents, as this, there are alfo very 
itt men , w ho endure the ſame. And if to ſome, 

it bea fiene of loue, to others 1t 1s an effe& of 
the wrath of God, Our lord punishes ſome by 

theſe meanes, and to others , who deſerue no: 


preſentes them with an occation of meritt. Aad | 
though the thing , which you endure , may | 
proccede from either of theſe two cauſes; yet l | 
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punishment, he ſendes them as tryalls ; andye | 
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| 


| 


_ ever with you, Amen, The true loue; whes- | 


{you to {ome purpoſe. I know not , my good | 
| ſiſter, whether I shall putt you into ante com- | 
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_ not ſorrie ; that you perſ[wade yourſelf A 


that it is not ſo likelie ro be aproofe of your 
| yertues, as the punishment of ſome light fault, 


ifchatfault may well be accounted light, wHich 
deſerues ſo heauie a punishmenr, For if the 
faiors themſelues aknow ledge, thatthereisno, 


poodnefle in themſelues , but manie faultes, | 
and miich wickednefle; how much more muſt | 
you doe it, who know yourſclfto be farre from. 


ſandtirie ; and ſo full of finne? 
And now ; if you holde it for more probable 


[that theſe fruits growe from this roote , the re- 
medie muſt be ,; that you examine well; if you 


haue done anie thing ,-for which you may de- 
ſerue punishment, And know , that for the 


. . £7-44Þ 
moſt parte, it vſesto be ſomelicle duſt of vaine- 
plorie: andif you ſee not the true reaſon of it, 


eſteeme your caſe to be ſo much the worſe, 


when not withſtanding you are ſo full oftaul- | 


tes, you Can diſcerne none, 
But now , (lince the blow is come ; humble 


[yowſelf vnder the mightie hand of God : as Kno- 


wing, that you are worthie of greater torment. 


Beſeech him ; to haue mercie on you ; and that | 
hecaſt you not of from himſelf, Say: O lord; I | 


baue ſinned, and anie punishment; how sbarp 
loeuer, is in itſelf, too light for me: con{ide- 
ring the greatnelle of mg ſinnes. If thou be plea- | 


| 


+4 


led to puUnish me : hereI am, _—_— the hand, | 
olor&, diſcharge the blow : Curt, burne , and. 


kill : onely permitt not , thar I be divided, and | 3 


—_— 
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criven away from thee, If 1 haue finned, lernot_ , 
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thy punishment be, to let me {1nne anie more, 
| for thenaturall punishment of afault, is payne, 
| | andnot a ſecond fault, | 
{ Burt now neuertheleſſe , I would not, tha 
| by your thinking your faultes, to haue been 
che caule of your croſſes, you should difſcon- 
fort yourſelf , and be ſo farre diſmayed, as tg 
| make you fall, and that as by ſome precipice| | 
intodeſpaire. I delire, on the one fide, that you 
 Thumole yourſelf , beleiuing that your finnes| 
haue deſerued them, and on the other fide, that 
|. {you be comforted by remembring, that youare 
| the childe of God , and none ot them, who are 
| forgorten, lince y our father hath becne caretull 
| to correct you as a chile , for feare leaſt elle 
| you would haue beene worſe, And belciue ne 
in one thing , though I be no Prophet, rhazit| | |} 
our lordin his mercie, had not humbled you, | | 
{as he hach done, you would perhaps hauefallen| | 
| into ſome parte of Lucifer's pride , which bad] | ' 
| beene infinicely worſe : and therefore hath he! 
| kept you ſo humble , thatyou neither dare, nor; 
| _.{euerſomuchascan, holde vpyour head, ; | 
| | Giyethankes therefore ro our lord for this 

| | fauour , and be happie, in that you have bis 
orace, But alreadie I know , you will ſay thusto 
|» | me: If I could be ſure , that I were his childe, 
| and not his enemie: and that this 'were the cot- 
| rection of afather, and notthepunishment of 
| Iudge -: If I could perſwade myſelf outright, 
| _,\thatI were in his fauour, what could I wist| 
, for more then that? Bur I verily beleiuc, that| 
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 deſpaired, Such things had paiſed in his hart, | 


| b1afelf couered with obſcuritie , and darkeneſſe, and | 
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valclle it might be licll, there 1s not lo wickeda 
creature,as lam, to be found: and how then 
can I polleſſe ſuch a thing as grace ? This life 
of mine, is not a life of the ſonnes of God : but 
itisalife, orto ſpeake more truly, it is a veric 
death of the damned, - 
O ny good {ifter, if you know the guift of 


God, and what kinde of people they are, who 


as theſe: you would perhaps reioyce. If I ſay, 
that the encmyes onely of God , did endure 
them, infallibly I should be much afflicted : bur 
I finde, that his beſt friends are tempted tn this 
kinde : and. why then should I not be com- 


(cif one day in ſo ſad a caſe, that he (ayd : I haue 


that he ſeemed to be, fallen into deſpayre. But 
totheende, that we may ſec, that indeede he 
did not deſpaire, he inſtantly goes to aske mer- 
cie: and he, who askes mercie, deſpaires not. | 
Dauid ſayd ,.as we all know , that God 
bad caſt hm cleane out of his foht , and that be ſaw 


| 


| 


enuironed euen by the ſurrowes of death, and the dan= 
ger of bell. And hefayth, thatſuchthings hap- | 
pencd to him, as no man will ynderſtand , but 
he, through whoſe hart they had paſled. 

I will omitt the tribulations of S$, Paul, 
which were cauſed by Satan, and which made | 


for the moſt parte are purtto ſuffer ſuch things, | 


| 


I 


I 


him hang downe the head ; for of theſe you | 
haue. heard many other times. In the lives of 


I 


forted thereby 2 Iob the holie man, ſaw him- [fob. 7. 
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thoſe holie Fathers, I have read mani 
| which 1 ſhould never haue beleiued, if the Ay. 
taour were not a man of much authoritje 
And euen, at this day,we heare and ſee ſtrange' 
things, which arriue to certaine deuout per 
| ſous, and ſcruants of our Lord ; and he hath 
' drawep them out of theſe temptations, with 
| great ſpirituall gayne. Whereby we gather:thar 

a man in{uch caſes, muſt, like Abraham, be. 
| eine that, which he ſces not ; and hope, euen 


| againſt hope itſclf, 


theſe potrers heate their fornace ? Haye you 
ſecnethat ſmoake which is ſo thicke & black? 
That kindling of fyre,and euen the reſemblan- 


| ceofhell itſelf, which paſſes there?who would 


| beleiue, but that the potts, which ſtand there 


the rage of that fyre 2 Or that ar leaſt , they 
would not grow to be as fowleas pitch, by the 
' eroſleneſle of the ſmoake? And yer, when that 
furicis paſt , and the firequenched , andtheti 
me come, when they vnfurnace the potts, you 
| ſee, that though they were ſoft , and made of 


O | 
.durt, they come forth as hard as ſtone ; and 


 daintie otherwiſe, that they become the table 
| of kings. 


| Tell me, my good Siſter, haue you ſeene 


within, would be mouldred euen to duſt , by | 


they, who formerly were ſo very browne,ſhew, | 
themſclues as white as ſnow; and ſo neate and | 
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Rom. 9! Wee are called byS. Paul, by the name of | 
potts of clay . and certainey with great rea{on; 
 fince weare ſo ſoft, and weakein ſuffering rhe 
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| Knockes of affliction. Make account, that you 
alſo are ſome poore litle pott, & that they haue 
putt you out tO bake; For you were {o weake, 
a5 that you could not well retaine, and conſer- 
| uetheliquour of grace, which was infuſed into 
| you by Almightic God. 

They will bake you, my good Siſter, and 
you mult haue patience. They haue truſt you 
| into the furnace of tribulation. Endure now 
thoſe fyres, thoſe foggye flames, andrhoſeob- | 
ſcurities , and by confiding in the wiledome 
and goodneſle of our good potter , you {hall 
| not be turned into aſhes, which may be carried 
away by the winde , nor disfigured by anie ill. 
marke, which may be putt ypon you; but ra- 
ther you ſhall become hard , in being able to 
{uffer; that ſo, though you ſhould fall, you may 
not breake yourſelf, And you ſhall be alſo pur- 
oed from that diſgracefull colour, which beto- 
re you had; and finally you ſhall be made fitr, 
| and capable to be a veſlell of honour, and to be | 
{erued vpto the table of Almightie God. Pro- 
cure, not to come broken our of the furnace; 
leaſt they caſt you heere, andrthere, asa thing 
of nothing. Thoſe potts are onely broken, 
which looſe their patience in the furnace of 
tribulation; butI confidein our Lord,that you 
| will be able to come forth, without any hurr, 
Sufter now a litle, for quickly the whole 
bulineſſe will be at an ende. Be not you dif- 
mayde, how buſteſoeuer the deuill be. Let him 
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perſccute youas much as hewill, but confide 
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ſo great triumph ; and when you 1n companic 


| P 
 throughthe midſt of the ſea, The waues the-| 


right hand, and on theleft; and you ſhall paſle, 


| withour ſo much as wetting your foote, | 


m— 


| moſt Bleſſed Virgin Marie ( who was figured 1n 


| you in God. It is a ſigne, that thedeuill hathno|_ 
parte in you, ſince he followes you ſo hard, For 
| it he had you in his hand, he would not follow | | 
| you. It is a (19ne, that you are departed our of | 
| his kingdome, ſince he hath diſpatched ſo ma- 
| ny ſquadrons of armed men after you, : 

You are paſling out of the darkenefle of 
Egypt”, that you may goe to the land, which| 
our Lord hath promiſed you; and. now behol- 
de, how Pharao followes you, with his whole 
 armie.” You finde all wayes {hutt vp againſt 


| 


mies are behinde you; and you fnde-not anie 
meanes, whereby to eſcape. But feare not;hane 
good hope, and you ſhall ſee the wonders, | 
. which our Lord will worke, Onr Lord will} 
fight for you ; and you ſhall but holde your] 
eace. Our Lord will open a way for you, | 


reof {hall ſerueyou fora wall , both on che| 


through the midſt of your tribulations , and| 
temptations, whereas your enemics ſhall be} 
drowned therein, | | 
Doebut conceiue, what ioy that willbe; | 
when (all the people of God , being palled|. 


through the dangerous ſca of this world ) the| 


% 


the perſon of that other Marie the ſter of | 
Moyſes ) ſhall beginne to ſing that Canricle of 
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| you. The redd fea is before you, and yourene-|. | 
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And to the ende, that y ou may be yet more 
comforted , know from me, that you haue no 
cauſe of any ſcruple; for your caſe is rather, that 


For ſo that you conſent not freely to thoſe 
cemptations , nor delight yourſelf in thoſe 
choughts , which the deuill offers ; and deſire 
not, for your parte, ſo much as to thinke the- 
reof, what cauſe of ſcruple can you haue? And 
you ſhallbeleiue me, as a man, , who Knowes 


thinke, that you haue giuen conſent it is but 


feare, which makes you thinkeſo ; as it hap- 


{ubie& to any ſtrong pallion, Let this ſerue to 
excuſe you, for that which is paſt; but not to 
diſchargcyou from being diligent in the futu- 


re, And though ſome litle thing should haue 


'S, 


ſtucke to you , and though you had ſuffe- 


red ſome light hurt, yetſo long as you render 


| not, nor yeilde yourſelf to be ouercome, the 
very wounds, which hane beene receiued by | 


anie manat armes inthe ſeruice of a king, haue 


| beautic and glorie in his ſight. 


The bencfitt, and meritt, which youdrayw 


out of the victory, is greater then the prejudice, 


which you ſuficr in theconflic, and therefore 
let nophing trouble you, Be not deceiued in 
beleiuing, that thoſe imaginations, or tempta- 
tions are any things of yours ; or wrought by 
you, Workes they are6t Lucifer , and wordes 


youſuffer torment, then that youc6mitrt ſinne. | 
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= other Virgins ſhall anſwear her, 


| 


| 


your conſcience well, that how ſoeuer you may | 


penstothem, who are {icke of feauers, or be} 
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| thing belonging to others, and wherewith 
you haue riothing to doe. And carrie yourſelf | 


{ heare a man blaſpheme , or ſpeake anie other 
fowledeformed wordes ; for which, o—_ \ - 


content to beailaultcd , vpon condition, that 
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preſenting. Beholde you all that buſinefle as a 
| juſt ſo, as you would doe, when you should 


[you would be much 1n paine, inregardeoft 
offence, which thereby is done to Almightie 
God; yet in fine, it would bea kinde of com- 
fortin ſomereſpe&tro you, when you ſaw,that 
| it wasnot you, who offended him, 

Lett it gricue you , that the deuill doth 
both ſay , and doe fo like himſelf: and ler it 
; comfort you to confider, that it is not you, but 
he ; and that he will ſmart for it, S. Paul ſaith; 


| Lord, shined more therein. 


our Lord , you will retoyce, for that glorie; 


niot ſceme to you, that God shewes his ſtrength 
in you, fince by the weakeneſle of a poore ml-. 
ſcrable woman, who is indeede but a very chil- 
de;and a lick creature, and a kinde of nothing, 
he ouercomes the ſtrength , and courage of 
thoſe infernall! vv4wbh Will not you bethen 


Chriſt our Lord may beglorificd? Yes certain- | 
ly, 1 know you will, and that moſt willingly. | 


| that he gloried in his afflictions,& tribulations: 
| becauſe the vertue and ftrength of Chriſt our | | 


- My good Siſter, if indeede you loue Chriſt | 


| 
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they are of his ſpeaking, and images-of his re. | | 


'J 


which hegathers fromyourinfirmity. Dothit|. | 


Nor can I beleiue lefle of that charitic, which of 
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s _ pretend to have, nor of char defire, which 


ou carry, that our Lord may be pleaſed to 


ſerve him(elf of you, whether it be in proſpe- 
rity or adverfity, in ſweet or bitter, by way ei- 


Our Lord is pleaſed now, that you ſerve him 
in war, and under the incommodities of heat 
and cold, with your weapons by your fide, 
both day and night : being content with bro- 


ou ſtand upon the top of a pike: yea, and 


rent your ſelf to be far abſent from your King. 
But after this ſeaſon, there will come another, 
and our Lord will command, that you ſhall 
ſerve him 1n his Banketting-houſe, where you 
ſhall enjoy as much, as you can defire. In the 
mean time you ſhall joy in this, that you are 
doing him ſervice. And I bLeſeech him to 
ſtrengthen your ſoul, that ſo it may be able to 
fight the Battails of our Lord, and to make you 
a conquerour therein, that ſo you may deſerve 


that Crown of Glory, which he hath promiſed} 


to ſuch as overcome. Amen. 


F INIS, 


(though it will afli& you moſt) you muſt con- | 


— 


| |cher of love, or grief, either in peace, or war. | 


ken ſleeps, and being ſubje& co ſurprizes, as if | 
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